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O praise the Lord
Let us exalt God’s

DOXOLOGY — Francis of Assisi, Jonathan Gilley

Gracious God, grant us diligence to seek you and
patience to wait for you.
Amen.

A period of silence is kept.

	
  

All

OPENING SONG

PREPARATION
All

All

The grace of our L
the love of God,
and the communi
be with you all.
And also with you

OPENING SONG
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty — Joachim Neander,

Catherine Winkworth

Praise to the Lord, the almighty, the king of creation!
O my soul, praise him, for he is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to his temple draw near,
join me in glad adoration.
Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth,
shelters thee under his wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been
granted in what he ordaineth?
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee!

Praise to the Lord, the A

All ye who are of tender heart,
forgiving others take your part.
Sing his praises, Alleluia!
Ye, who long pain and sorrow bear,
praise God and on him cast your care!
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise to the Lord, the a
O my
Let all things their creator
bless, soul, praise him, f
and worship him in humbleness
All
ye who hear, now to
O praise him, Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
join
me in glad adoratio
and praise the Spirit three in one,
O praise him! O praise him!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise to the Lord, who o
shelters thee under his w
O King enthroned on high,
filling the earthHast
with yourthou
glory:
not seen how
holy is your name, Lord God almighty.
In our sinfulness
we
cry
to
you to
takewhat
our guilt away,
granted
in
he orda
and to cleanse our lips to speak your word,

CONFESSION OF SIN
All

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Praise to the Lord, who d
Surely his goodness and
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What is Advent?
	
  

Advent is a season of hopeful expectation and preparation, as the Church anticipates the
coming of Christ – both at his birth in Bethlehem many years ago, and at his future, final
coming to judge the world at the end of time. During Advent, we prepare our hearts for
the Lord, so that when he comes, he may find us watching and waiting.

How To Use This Guide
This guide is designed to be used by individuals, families, community groups, or
gatherings of friends and neighbors. If it feels childish, don’t worry about it – just go with
it! Jesus tells us that we must become more like little children in the way we trust our
heavenly Father, and Advent is a great time to practice becoming more childlike in our
faith.
You can use this guide either as a stand-alone resource or in tandem with an Advent
wreath and/or Jesse Tree (see below for more information). The readings begin with
God’s promise that a savior would come from the family of Jesse – “A shoot shall come
out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots” (Isaiah 11:1) – and
then follow the biblical story of God’s promise as it unfolds toward the coming of Christ
at Christmas.

Advent Wreath
This guide includes directions for incorporating an Advent wreath into your observance
of the season, should you care to do so. The Advent wreath is made of evergreen boughs
encircling five candles. Four candles represent each week of Advent, and the fifth (placed
in the center of the four), represents the birth of Christ at Christmas. One new candle is
lit on each of the four Sundays of Advent (for example: on the Third Sunday of Advent,
two candles would already have been lit before beginning the liturgy, and the third candle
would be lit at the appointed time during the liturgy), and then the Christ candle is lit on
Christmas Eve (or Christmas Day, if preferred). Using the Advent wreath can be a
meaningful practice for disciples of all ages, but it can be especially helpful for teaching
young children about the story of Christ.

Jesse Tree
This guide is also formatted to complement a Jesse Tree devotional exercise – a simple,
easy-to-observe practice of placing one symbolic ornament per day on a tree (or picture
of a tree) that represents the unfolding story of God’s promise to provide a savior for his
people from the “stump” or “root” of Jesse’s family. As Advent progresses toward
Christmas, the tree begins to fill up with images, each one signifying a particular story of
God’s faithfulness to keep his promise. The final ornament comes at Christmas, when we
celebrate the fulfillment of God’s ancient promise in the coming of Christ by adding the
star to the top of the Jesse Tree.
The Jesse Tree can be a fun and fruitful exercise for people of all ages, and it is especially
helpful for involving children in our observance of Advent. The hands-on activities of
making (or finding) the ornaments and decorating the Jesse Tree add visual and
participatory elements to our daily worship that can help make our observance of Advent
more memorable and formative for all of us.
How to make a Jesse Tree (a few different approaches):
1) Use a Christmas tree that you can specifically designate as your Jesse Tree.
2) Find a tree branch without leaves (~2-3 feet long) that has a main branch with lots of
smaller branches attached to it. Place the branch in a bucket of dirt or rocks and cover
the bucket with fabric or a blanket.
3) Make a 2-dimensional Jesse Tree out of large format paper, felt, or another material.
Draw, paint, or cut out the shape of a tree that is 2-3 feet tall. Use glue or tape to
attach the ornaments.
Making Jesse Tree Ornaments
The simplest way to make the symbolic ornaments is to print out the templates and use
markers or crayons to decorate them. The illustration for each daily devotional makes it
easy to identify which Jesse Tree ornament fits the Scripture lesson for the day.
You can access ornament templates and more Jesse Tree ideas online at:
https://www.rca.org/resources/advent-discipleship-children/making-jesse-tree

Sunday, November 27, 2016
The First Sunday of Advent

Lighting the Advent Wreath – The First Candle
Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-2
1

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a
branch shall grow out of his roots. 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and
the fear of the LORD.

Lesson
God has a plan for everything. Long before Jesus was born lived a man named Jesse. Jesse
had seven sons; the youngest was named David. When David grew up, he became a great
king of Israel. God had a plan for Jesse and for his son David, even before they were born.
Jesus was also part of Jesse and David’s family tree, born many, many years after David.
People waited a long time for the birth of the savior. The season of Advent is a season of
waiting for us, too. We wait for Christmas, the day we celebrate the birth of Jesus. It is
hard to be patient, especially when we are waiting for something wonderful like
Christmas! But it is important to learn to be patient, and to trust that God has a plan for
us, too.

Think or Talk About:
Why is waiting so hard?

Prayer
Dear God, thank you that you have a plan for each of us. Help us to be patient as we wait
for Christmas, when we will celebrate the birth of Jesus. Amen.

Closing Prayer
Lord Jesus, light of the world, born in David’s city of Bethlehem,
born like him to be a king: be born in our hearts at Christmas,
be King of our lives today. Amen.

Monday, November 28, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Habakkuk 2:1-4
1

I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart;
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, and what he will
answer concerning my complaint. 2Then the LORD answered me
and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a
runner may read it. 3For there is still a vision for the appointed
time; it speaks of the end, and does not lie. If it seems to tarry,
wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. 4Look at the
proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by their faith.

Lesson
Do you ever feel like life’s not fair? Like people get rewarded for being mean? And good
people are teased or bullied? You’re not the only one. Habakkuk felt that way, too.
Habakkuk was a prophet who decided that he had had enough. So he marched up to a tall
tower and told God he was mad. Then he waited for God to answer. And God did answer.
God showed him a vision of what would happen: God promised to shake the earth and
punish the people who are doing evil and rescue the people who love him. Then God told
Habakkuk to write that vision on a big billboard so that people zipping past could see it.
Just like Habakkuk, we can help other people see the good things that God will do.

Think or Talk About:
When was a time that you told God that you were mad or frustrated?

Prayer
Good God, when I’m frustrated, remind me that you will make things right. Amen.

Tuesday, November 29, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Genesis 1:26-31
26

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image,
according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over
every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”27So God created humankind in his
image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 28God
blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and
subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and
over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” 29God said, “See, I have given you
every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in
its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird
of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life,
I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had
made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the
sixth day.

Lesson
God is the creator of all things. God made the world and everything in it. When God
finished creating the world, it was perfect. When God first created people, even they were
perfect. They did not sin or do anything to make God unhappy. Even though there is now
sin and sadness in the world, God still cares for us. We have been given a beautiful world
in which to live, and God has asked us to take care of it. We can care for the world by
showing kindness to all living things. The world is God’s gift to us. God wants us to enjoy
this gift, but God also wants us to treat it with care.

Think & Talk About:
What are some ways that you can take good care of plants, animals, rivers, people, and
everything else in the world that God made?

Prayer
Thank you, Creator God, for making our wonderful world. Amen.

Wednesday, November 30, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Genesis 3:1-7
1

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal
that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did
God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the
garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the
fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that
is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’“ 4But the serpent
said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to
her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for
themselves.

Lesson
Yesterday, we read about the perfect world that God created, including perfect people.
Today we read in the Bible about Adam and Eve, and how they disobeyed God. God had
given them everything, and had only asked that they not eat the fruit of one special tree.
But Eve and Adam did eat the fruit. The fruit made them understand certain things, but
eating it brought sin into the world. God still loved Adam and Eve, but he had to punish
them for disobeying him. God sent them out of the beautiful garden, and they had to
work for their food. God also made a promise to Adam and Eve: that God would always
love them.

Think & Talk About:
What kinds of things do we do that make God unhappy?

Prayer
Mighty God, keep us from doing things that make you unhappy.

Thursday, December 1, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Genesis 9:8-16
8

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As
for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and
with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every
animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant
with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never
again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the
covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for
all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the
covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is
seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every
living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all
flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.”

Lesson
When people sin, or do wrong things, God is sad. There came a time when there was so
much sin in the world that God had to find a way to remove sin from the world. So he
asked Noah to build the ark and to save his own family, as well as the animals, because
Noah and his family remembered God. Then God sent rain and the world flooded, and
God destroyed all the people and animals that were not on the ark. When the flood was
over and Noah and his family were safely on dry ground, God made a covenant, or a
promise, with Noah. God promised not to send another flood that would destroy the
world. As a sign of this promise, God put a rainbow in the sky. Even in a sinful world,
God still loves us and keeps his promises.

Think & Talk About:
What are some promises that God has kept?

Prayer
Thank you, Almighty God, for keeping your promises.

Friday, December 2, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Genesis 12:1-7
1

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country
and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that
I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one
who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4So
Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five
years old when he departed from Haran. 5Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son
Lot, and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had
acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to
the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak
of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7Then the LORD appeared to
Abram, and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to
the LORD, who had appeared to him.

Lesson
Sometimes, God asks us to do things that are hard to do. God asks us to obey when it
would be so much easier – and sometimes more fun – to disobey. God asks us to go
places and do things we’d rather not do. God asked Abram to take a long trip, and to
leave behind the place that Abram called home. But in return, God made promises to
Abram. God promised that Abram would be blessed by God. Abram still had problems
and struggles, especially when he forgot to listen to God’s directions, but God kept all of
the promises made to Abram. Most importantly, God was Abram’s friend forever.

Think & Talk About:
What are some ways that God shows you what he wants you to do?

Prayer
Holy God, help us to obey you and do the things that you want us to do.

Saturday, December 3, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Genesis 15:1-6
1

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a
vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But
Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of
my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring,
and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the LORD came to him,
“This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He
brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to
count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed
the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness.

Lesson
God loves to make promises. Have you ever made a promise that was hard to keep? Has
someone made a promise to you but then broken it? When that happens, we feel sad. The
good news is that God never, ever breaks a promise! God made a promise to Abram and
his wife Sarai. Abram and Sarai had no children, and since they were almost 100 years
old, they thought it was too late. But God promised Abram that he would have a son of
his own. God invited Abram to come outside, look up into the night sky, and try to count
the stars. God said, “Your family will be like that – there will be too many to count!”
Abram believed in God’s promises and had faith that it would happen. When you look up
into the sky, see how many stars you can count. Give thanks to God for all the promises
he has made and for all of your family members.

Think & Talk About:
What are the promises God has made to you? Do you believe that God will keep his
promises?

Prayer
Faithful God, thank you for keeping your promises.

Sunday, December 4, 2016
The Second Sunday of Advent

Lighting the Advent Wreath –
The Second Candle
Scripture: Genesis 21:1-7
1

The LORD dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as he had
promised. 2Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which
God had spoken to him. 3Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son whom Sarah bore
him. 4And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had
commanded him. 5Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to
him. 6Now Sarah said, “God has brought laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh
with me.” 7And she said, “Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse
children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”

Lesson
Have you ever wanted something so much that you thought you would die if you didn’t
get it? It’s so hard to be happy when we focus on the things we don’t have instead of on
the things we do have. Sarah wanted a baby more than anything, but even though she
prayed a lot and tried everything she could think of, she didn’t have a baby. As she got
older she finally decided that God would not give her a child. But then God gave Sarah a
son, and she named him Isaac. Sarah was very happy and grateful to God for giving her a
wonderful son when she had given up on her dream.

Think & Talk About:
How has God answered your prayers?

Prayer
Gracious God, thank you for answering our prayers.

Closing Prayer
Lord Jesus, light of the world, the prophets said you would bring peace
and save your people in trouble. Give peace in our hearts at Christmas
and show all the world God’s love. Amen.

Monday, December 5, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Genesis 22:1-2, 9-14
1

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him,
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2He said, “Take
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer
him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” …9When
they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the
wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. 11But the
angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he
said, “Here I am.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for
now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from
me.”13And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham
went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So
Abraham called that place “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the
mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”

Lesson
Isaac was a special boy, and his father, Abraham, loved him very much. But Abraham
loved God even more than he loved Isaac. One day God asked Abraham to take Isaac on a
journey. Abraham obeyed. God also asked Abraham to give Isaac as a sacrifice, as a way
of showing how much Abraham loved God. Abraham was sad, but he knew that he had to
obey God. He trusted that even though he was being asked to do something terrible, God
would make everything right. As he was getting ready to sacrifice Isaac, God sent an angel
to stop Abraham and save Isaac’s life. Then Abraham sacrificed a sheep as a way of
honoring God, and to thank him for saving Isaac’s life.

Think & Talk About:
When have you felt protected by God?

Prayer
Protect us, dear God, when we have to do things that make us sad.

Tuesday, December 6, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Genesis 28:10-16, 20-22
10

Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. 11He came to a certain
place and stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking
one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in
that place. 12And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the
earth, the top of it reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and
descending on it. 13And the LORD stood beside him and said, “I am the LORD, the God of
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you
and to your offspring; 14and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall
spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and all the
families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. 15Know that I am with
you and will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not
leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16Then Jacob woke from his sleep
and said, “Surely the LORD is in this place—and I did not know it!” … 20Then Jacob made
a vow, saying, “If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give
me bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21so that I come again to my father’s house in peace,
then the LORD shall be my God, 22and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be
God’s house; and of all that you give me I will surely give one tenth to you.”

Lesson
Jacob had done some unkind things, but instead of saying he was sorry, Jacob ran away.
But now it was time to meet with his brother after many years. He had to face up to the
things he had done wrong. When Jacob ran away from his family, he may have thought
he was running away from God, too, but God was always with him. The night before
Jacob was going to see his brother, God spoke to Jacob in a dream and reminded him of
the promises God had made to Jacob’s father and grandfather, and that those promises
were meant for Jacob, too.

Think & Talk About:
How do you know that God is always with you?

Prayer
Remind us each day, God, that you are with us.

Wednesday, December 7, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Genesis 37:3-5, 23-28
3

Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children,
because he was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. 4But
when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated
him, and could not speak peaceably to him. 5Once Joseph had a dream, and when he told
it to his brothers, they hated him even more. …23So when Joseph came to his brothers,
they stripped him of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; 24and they took him
and threw him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 25Then they sat
down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with
their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26Then
Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his
blood? 27Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is
our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. 28When some Midianite traders
passed by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites
for twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt.

Lesson
Joseph might have been annoying when he told his brothers about the dreams he had. But
he certainly didn’t deserve to be thrown into a pit or sold into slavery. His brothers let
their jealousy get the best of them. The good thing is that Jesus knows all about being at
the bottom of a dark pit when you don’t deserve it. He knows about being betrayed by the
people closest to him. But he still loves people like Joseph’s brothers. He still loves people
like us who make mistakes and do things we shouldn’t. He forgives us and welcomes us
back.

Think & Talk About:
Right now, do you feel more like Joseph or his brothers? Why?

Prayer
God, bring light to people who are in a pit, and forgive the people who have thrown them
in there.

Thursday, December 8, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Exodus 20:1-17
1

Then God spoke all these words: 2I am the LORD your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery;3you shall have no other gods before me. 4You shall not make for yourself an idol,
whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath,
or that is in the water under the earth.5You shall not bow down to them or worship them;
for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents,
to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love
to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 7You
shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not
acquit anyone who misuses his name. 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six
days you shall labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to
the LORDyour God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your
male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days
the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh
day; therefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 12Honor your father
and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is
giving you. 13You shall not murder.14You shall not commit adultery. 15You shall not
steal. 16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17You shall not covet your
neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox,
or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

Lesson
God wants us to be good to each other. To help us to understand how to care for each
other, God gave Moses the ten best rules for living. God gave us the rules not as
punishment, but as a way of helping us to show God that we are thankful for what God
has done for us. God wants us to do good, and will help us to do the right thing by
guiding us in the right path.

Think & Talk About:
What rules help your family and friends to live together and be happy?

Prayer
Righteous God, thank you for guiding us in the path of life.

Friday, December 9, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Joshua 2:1-7, 14-16
1

Then Joshua son of Nun sent two men secretly from Shittim as spies, saying, “Go, view
the land, especially Jericho.” So they went, and entered the house of a prostitute whose
name was Rahab, and spent the night there. 2The king of Jericho was told, “Some
Israelites have come here tonight to search out the land.” 3Then the king of Jericho sent
orders to Rahab, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who entered your house, for
they have come only to search out the whole land.” 4But the woman took the two men
and hid them. Then she said, “True, the men came to me, but I did not know where they
came from. 5And when it was time to close the gate at dark, the men went out. Where the
men went I do not know. Pursue them quickly, for you can overtake them.” 6She had,
however, brought them up to the roof and hidden them with the stalks of flax that she
had laid out on the roof. 7So the men pursued them on the way to the Jordan as far as the
fords. As soon as the pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut. …14The men said to her,
“Our life for yours! If you do not tell this business of ours, then we will deal kindly and
faithfully with you when the LORD gives us the land.”15Then she let them down by a rope
through the window, for her house was on the outer side of the city wall and she resided
within the wall itself.

Lesson
The Israelites were ready to enter the land that God had promised them. They sent two
men into the land to find out more about the land. It was very dangerous to go into the
land. Rahab saved the lives of two of God’s people. She hid the two men in her house and
then helped them to escape. She knew that God had promised the city of Jericho to
Joshua and the Israelites, and she believed that God is a powerful God. Brave Rahab
honored God because she believed in God’s power. In return, the Israelites protected
Rahab and her family. Rahab hung a red rope from the window in her house so that the
Israelites would remember to protect her. And God remembered Rahab and took care of
her for the rest of her life.

Think & Talk About:
Tell about a time when God gave you courage to help someone.

Prayer
Dear God, give us courage to help others.

Saturday, December 10, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Ruth 1:15-22
15

So she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people
and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 16But Ruth said, “Do not press me to
leave you or to turn back from following you! Where you go, I will go; Where you lodge, I
will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God. 17Where you die, I will
die— there will I be buried. May the LORD do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even
death parts me from you!” 18When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her,
she said no more to her. 19So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem.
When they came to Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them; and the
women said, “Is this Naomi?” 20She said to them, “Call me no longer Naomi, call me
Mara, for the Almighty has dealt bitterly with me. 21I went away full, but the LORD has
brought me back empty; why call me Naomi when the LORD has dealt harshly with me,
and the Almighty has brought calamity upon me?” 22So Naomi returned together with
Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law, who came back with her from the country of
Moab. They came to Bethlehem at the beginning of the barley harvest.

Lesson
Ruth and Naomi had lost all the people they loved. Naomi’s two sons – one of them was
Ruth’s husband – had died, and Naomi’s husband had died, too. Naomi had been living
in Ruth’s country, far from her family, and so Naomi decided to return to Bethlehem.
Ruth could have stayed in her own country with her own family, but she chose to go to
Bethlehem with Naomi. Naomi was so sad that she thought that God had forgotten her.
In the days of the Bible, most women couldn’t get jobs, so women would go to the fields
and take the grain that the farmers left behind. Ruth went to the field to gather grain, and
there she met Boaz, a relative of Naomi’s, who took care of them. Boaz and Ruth married
and had a son, and Naomi was happy. She knew that God had not forgotten them, even
when she had been sad. Boaz and Ruth named their son Obed. He would become the
father of Jesse, the father of King David.

Think & Talk About:
When did you feel really sad? What can make you happy?

Prayer
Holy God, thank you for being with us always.

Sunday, December 11, 2016
The Third Sunday of Advent

Lighting the Advent Wreath – The Third Candle
Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:1, 10-13
1

The LORD said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I
have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil
and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have
provided for myself a king among his sons.’ …10Jesse made seven of his sons pass before
Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The LORD has not chosen any of these.’ 11Samuel said to
Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is
keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down
until he comes here.’ 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful
eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ 13Then
Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit
of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went
to Ramah.

Lesson
God has a plan for you. Even when we are young, God sees into our hearts and knows
what kind of people we are and what kind of people we will be. Most of the grown-ups
who saw David thought he was just a kid who tended the sheep, but while David was still
a child God chose him to be king. God’s servant Samuel poured oil on David’s head and
anointed him as the future king of Israel. God has a plan for each of us. Not many of us
will be rulers, but each of us can serve God in important ways. It’s important to listen for
God’s call and to find ways to honor God in our lives.

Think & Talk About:
How can you honor God in your life?

Prayer
God of wisdom, guide us to serve you.

Closing Prayer
Lord Jesus, light of the world, John told the people to prepare, for you were very near.
As Christmas grows closer day by day, help us be ready to welcome you now. Amen.

Monday, December 12, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: 2 Samuel 5:1-5
1

Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron, and said, ‘Look, we are your bone
and flesh. 2For some time, while Saul was king over us, it was you who led out Israel and
brought it in. The LORD said to you: It is you who shall be shepherd of my people Israel,
you who shall be ruler over Israel.’ 3So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron;
and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the LORD, and they
anointed David king over Israel. 4David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and
he reigned for forty years. 5At Hebron he reigned over Judah for seven years and six
months; and at Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah for thirty-three years.

Lesson
Kings sit on thrones. They wear fancy clothes and talk to important people. They make
big decisions that affect the whole country. Shepherds stand or sit on the ground. They
wear clothes that can get dirty, and they mostly talk to sheep. They make decisions to
keep their flock alive and healthy. David was a shepherd, and then God chose him to be a
king. Shepherds make the best kind of king. They are humble and care more about people
than about power. David wasn’t perfect, but he had the spirit of a shepherd even when he
was king. Just like a shepherd cares for sheep and keeps them safe from harm, he cared
for the people of Israel and protected them.

Think & Talk About:
Would you rather be a king or a shepherd? Why?

Prayer
Good shepherd, help me to care for people like David did and you do.

Tuesday, December 13, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: 1 Kings 18:17-20, 22-24, 36-39
17

When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, ‘Is it you, you troubler of
Israel?’ 18He answered, ‘I have not troubled Israel; but you have, and your father’s house,
because you have forsaken the commandments of the LORD and followed the Baals. 19Now
therefore have all Israel assemble for me at Mount Carmel, with the four hundred and fifty
prophets of Baal and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.’ 20So
Ahab sent to all the Israelites, and assembled the prophets at Mount Carmel. … 22Then Elijah
said to the people, ‘I, even I only, am left a prophet of the LORD; but Baal’s prophets number
four hundred and fifty. 23Let two bulls be given to us; let them choose one bull for
themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it; I will prepare the
other bull and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it. 24Then you call on the name of your
god and I will call on the name of the LORD; the god who answers by fire is indeed God.’ All
the people answered, ‘Well spoken!’ …36At the time of the offering of the oblation, the
prophet Elijah came near and said, ‘O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be
known this day that you are God in Israel, that I am your servant, and that I have done all
these things at your bidding. 37Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so that this people may
know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have turned their hearts back.’ 38Then the fire
of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt-offering, the wood, the stones, and the dust, and
even licked up the water that was in the trench. 39When all the people saw it, they fell on their
faces and said, ‘The LORD indeed is God; the LORD indeed is God.’

Lesson
The people of Israel had forgotten to worship God. Instead, they were worshipping a false
god named Baal. God sent his prophet Elijah to remind the people about the true God. But
the people didn’t want to listen to Elijah. So Elijah offered to show the people God’s power.
He prepared a sacrifice, and the prophets of Baal prepared a sacrifice. The prophets of Baal
prayed that their god would send fire to burn the sacrifice, but of course the false god did
nothing. But when Elijah prayed, God sent fire. The Israelites had forgotten God, until God
showed them a miracle. Our God is a great God; we should praise God at all times.

Think & Talk About:
What are some things you can do to praise God?

Prayer
We praise you, powerful God, for all that you have done for us.

Wednesday, December 14, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Esther 4:6-17
6

Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the
king’s gate, 7and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the
exact sum of money that Haman had promised to pay into the king’s treasuries for the
destruction of the Jews. 8Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa
for their destruction, that he might show it to Esther, explain it to her, and charge her to go
to the king to make supplication to him and entreat him for her people. 9 Hathach went and
told Esther what Mordecai had said. 10Then Esther spoke to Hathach and gave him a message
for Mordecai, saying, 11‘All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces know
that if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called, there
is but one law—all alike are to be put to death. Only if the king holds out the golden scepter
to someone, may that person live. I myself have not been called to come in to the king for
thirty days.’12When they told Mordecai what Esther had said, 13Mordecai told them to reply
to Esther, ‘Do not think that in the king’s palace you will escape any more than all the other
Jews. 14For if you keep silence at such a time as this, relief and deliverance will rise for the
Jews from another quarter, but you and your father’s family will perish. Who knows?
Perhaps you have come to royal dignity for just such a time as this.’ 15Then Esther said in
reply to Mordecai, 16‘Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf,
and neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. I and my maids will also fast as you do.
After that I will go to the king, though it is against the law; and if I perish, I
perish.’ 17Mordecai then went away and did everything as Esther had ordered him.

Lesson
God is at work in everything. Sometimes things don’t seem to make any sense to us at all,
but later we understand why God put us in a certain place at a certain time. Esther was a
beautiful woman, and because she was beautiful she became queen. But because she was
brave, she saved the Jewish people from death. Esther’s uncle told her of the danger to her
and to her people, and he helped her to plan how to save the people. At first she didn’t
think she could help, but her uncle reminded her that everyone is important. God had put
Esther in the palace for a special job. Her bravery saved many lives.

Think & Talk About:
Do you think God has given you a special job to do?

Prayer
All-knowing God, open your eyes to the special plans you have for us.

Thursday, December 15, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Isaiah 9:2-7
2

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those
who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has
shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult
when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots of
the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the
fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for
the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and
with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts
will do this.

Lesson
Many, many years before Jesus was born, people called prophets would bring God’s
message to the people of Israel. The prophets reminded the people of God what God
wanted them to do. God wanted them to be good and kind to others. The prophets told
the people to worship only the one true God. The prophets also reminded people that
God had promised a savior. The prophets also gave the people hope that no matter how
bad things might be here on earth, God had not forgotten them. God was going to send a
child who would grow to be the world’s savior.

Think & Talk About:
Have you ever made a promise that you didn’t keep?

Prayer
Thank you, God, for making promises and for being faithful to keep them.

Friday, December 16, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Isaiah 11:6-9
6

The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall
lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the
fatling together, and a little child shall lead
them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their
young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child
shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s
den. 9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of
the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

Lesson
Animals are one of God’s great gifts to us. God made each animal unique. Many of them
are gentle, but many others can hurt us or other animals. Most animals only hurt others
when they are hungry or frightened. Before Eve and Adam sinned, all of the animals got
along with each other. There was no danger. God created a peaceful kingdom, but sin
changed things. Someday God will restore peace to the world. There will be no hunger or
fear, and all of the animals will get along again. They will not hurt each other, and we will
not hurt them. In a peaceful world, all of God’s children will get along, too. There will be
no more war and no more pain. What a wonderful world that will be!

Think & Talk About:
How can you be a peacemaker?

Prayer
Loving God, help us find ways to have peace in our world.

Saturday, December 17, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Jonah 1:1-4, 16-17; 3:1-5
1

Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai, saying, 2“Go at once to
Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before
me.” 3But Jonah set out to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down
to Joppa and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid his fare and went on board, to go
with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD. 4But the LORD hurled a great
wind upon the sea, and such a mighty storm came upon the sea that the ship threatened
to break up. 15So the men picked Jonah up and threw him into the sea; and the sea ceased
from its raging. …16Then the men feared the LORD even more, and they offered a sacrifice
to the LORD and made vows. 17But the LORD provided a large fish to swallow up Jonah;
and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. …3:1The word of
the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city,
and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh,
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three
days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out,
“Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh
believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.

Lesson
Jonah was one of God’s special preachers, called a prophet. God asked Jonah to do a
special and important job. But Jonah didn’t want to do the job God asked him to do, so he
ran away. Of course, God always knew where Jonah went; no one can run away from
God. God was with Jonah on the storm-tossed ship, and God was with Jonah in the belly
of the fish. God was with Jonah when he finally went to Ninevah to do the job God had
asked Jonah to do. We can’t run away from God. God wants us to obey him, but even
when we don’t, God is still with us. God loves us at all times and in all places.

Think & Talk About:
Have you ever tried to hide from God?

Prayer
Loving God, thank you for watching over us in all things.

Sunday, December 18, 2016
The Fourth Sunday of Advent

Lighting the Advent Wreath – The Fourth Candle
Scripture: Daniel 6:16, 19-23
16

Then the king gave the command, and Daniel was brought and thrown into the den of
lions. The king said to Daniel, ‘May your God, whom you faithfully serve, deliver
you!’ …19 Then, at break of day, the king got up and hurried to the den of lions.20When he
came near the den where Daniel was, he cried out anxiously to Daniel, ‘O Daniel, servant
of the living God, has your God whom you faithfully serve been able to deliver you from
the lions?’ 21Daniel then said to the king, ‘O king, live forever! 22My God sent his angel
and shut the lions’ mouths so that they would not hurt me, because I was found blameless
before him; and also before you, O king, I have done no wrong.’ 23Then the king was
exceedingly glad and commanded that Daniel be taken up out of the den. So Daniel was
taken up out of the den, and no kind of harm was found on him, because he had trusted
in his God.

Lesson
God wants to be the most important thing in our lives: more important than our family,
our things, even our own lives. Daniel understood that; he worshipped God even though
it might cost him everything, even his own life. It was against the law for Daniel to
worship God, but Daniel knew that God is the only true God, and he would not stop
worshipping God. Daniel was punished for breaking the law, and he was put in a pit with
lions. But God protected Daniel. People learned of God’s power because of Daniel, and
many others worshipped God because Daniel had trusted and honored God.

Think & Talk About:
Who do you love the most?

Prayer
Savior God, it is not always easy to love you more than anything else. Help us to trust and
honor you each day.

Closing Prayer
Lord Jesus, light of the world, blessed is Gabriel, who brought good news; blessed is Mary,
your mother and ours. Bless your Church preparing for Christmas; and bless us your
children, who long for your coming. Amen.

Monday, December 19, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Micah 5:1-5
1

Now you are walled around with a wall; siege is
laid against us; with a rod they strike the ruler of Israel upon the cheek. 2But you, O
Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come
forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient
days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he
shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of
the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the
earth; 5and he shall be the one of peace. If the Assyrians come into our land and tread
upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers.

Lesson
Often, God does things that surprise us. God chose the small town of Bethlehem for the
birthplace of Jesus. In Bible times, most rulers in important families were born in bigger
cities, but Jesus was born into an ordinary family in a small village. God chose Bethlehem
many years before Jesus was born. The prophet Micah wrote that Bethlehem would be the
place where the Savior would be born. But even so, the town of Bethlehem wasn’t ready
for the birth of Jesus. There was no place prepared for God’s Son to be born. The day
when we celebrate Jesus’ birth will soon be here. We need to make our hearts ready.

Think & Talk About:
How are you getting ready for Jesus’ birth?

Prayer
Eternal God, help us always to be ready to serve you.

Tuesday, December 20, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Luke 1:13-20
13

But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your
prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you will name him John. 14You will have joy and gladness, and
many will rejoice at his birth, 15for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never
drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 16He
will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17With the spirit and power of
Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the
Lord.” 18Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man,
and my wife is getting on in years.”19The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence
of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20But now,
because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become
mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.”

Lesson
Sometimes even the prayers of faithful people seem to go unanswered. Zechariah and
Elizabeth honored God, and God loved them, but they did not have a child. One day
while Zechariah was working in the temple, an angel brought him a message from God,
saying that he and Elizabeth were going to have a very special son and that his name was
going to be John. Zechariah wasn’t sure he believed the angel, so God took away
Zechariah’s voice as a sign of God’s power. Imagine if you had seen an angel who told you
wonderful, happy news, and you weren’t able to tell anyone what had happened!

Think & Talk About:
How can you tell others about what God has done for you?

Prayer
Almighty God, give us the courage to tell everyone about your good works.

Wednesday, December 21, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Matthew 3:1-6
1

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of
Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.”3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice
of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.’” 4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist,
and his food was locusts and wild honey.5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in
the river Jordan, confessing their sins.

Lesson
Elizabeth and Zechariah’s son grew up to be John the Baptist. He was Jesus’ cousin. God
chose him to tell the people about Jesus. John wanted people to know that Jesus is the Son
of God, the savior that God had promised the people so many years ago. He wanted them
to believe in Jesus. John wanted the people to remember God, and he baptized them in
the river. The baptism reminded them that God forgave them for their sins. John did not
look like other people, and some people probably thought he was a little strange. But
many other people listened to John, and they were ready to believe in Jesus.

Think & Talk About:
What do you need forgiveness for today?

Prayer
Holy God, forgive us when we do things that displease you. Make our hearts ready for
Jesus.

Thursday, December 22, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Luke 1:26-38
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a
town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph,
of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”29But she was much perplexed by his
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to
her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of
God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this
is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible
with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Lesson
God had a special job for someone. God was looking for an earthly home for baby Jesus.
Jesus was going to need a mother who loved and trusted God. He would need a mother
who was smart and strong and loving. God chose Mary to be Jesus’ mother. God sent an
angel to talk to Mary. Mary wasn’t sure that she could be a good mother to Jesus, but the
angel reminded Mary that God would be with her. Mary knew that being a mother is a
difficult and important job, but she knew that God would guide her. She also knew that
she loved God and wanted to do whatever she could to serve him. Mary said yes with a
joyful heart.

Think & Talk About:
Talk about some things that have happened to you or others that seem impossible.

Prayer
Thank you, God, that nothing is impossible with you.

Friday, December 23, 2016
Lighting the Advent Wreath
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25
18

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this
way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.”22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through
the prophet: 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him
Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as
the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital
relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.

Lesson
Yesterday we talked about Jesus’ mother, Mary. Jesus also had an earthly father named
Joseph, who was a carpenter. God sent an angel to talk to Joseph in a dream. The angel
explained that God had chosen Mary, and that Mary’s baby would be very special. When
Joseph woke up, he knew that he and Mary were part of God’s plan. Joseph knew that he
would be a good father to Jesus.

Think & Talk About:
What are some ways that God speaks to us?

Prayer
God who calls us, help us to hear your voice.

Saturday, December 24, 2016
Christmas Eve

Lighting the Advent Wreath –
The Four Advent Candles & The Christ Candle
Christmas Eve Hymn – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in her ways to go. Refrain
O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell thy people save, and give them victory over the grave. Refrain
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadows put to flight. Refrain
O come, thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. Refrain
O come, thou Root of Jesse's tree, an ensign of thy people be;
before thee rulers silent fall; all peoples on thy mercy call. Refrain
O come, Desire of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind;
bid thou our sad divisions cease, and be thyself our King of Peace. Refrain
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. Refrain

Scripture: Luke 2:1-5
1

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.

Lesson
Sometimes taking a trip is fun, like when we go on vacation. Sometimes it’s not so fun,
like when we go to the doctor when we’re sick. But usually when we are on a journey,
whether a short trip or a long one, we experience something new. We learn things on a
journey. Mary and Joseph went on a journey. If we were to take the same journey by car it
wouldn’t take very long, but because Mary and Joseph were walking, it took a long time.
They had to go to Bethlehem because the country’s ruler said they had to. But it was all
part of God’s plan. That is the one thing that Joseph and Mary learned on their journey.

Think & Talk About:
What new journeys did you take this past year? What did you learn?

Prayer
Guide our journeys wherever they take us, holy God.

Christmas Eve Prayer
Almighty God,
as we prepare with joy
to celebrate the gift of the Christ-child,
embrace the earth with your glory
and be for us a living hope
in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Sunday, December 25, 2016
Christmas Day

Lighting the Christ Candle
Advent is over, so only the Christ Candle is lit.

Scripture: Luke 2:6-20
6

While they were there, the time came for Mary to deliver
her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 8In that region
there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified.10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find
a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 15When the angels
had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this
child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

Lesson
Our waiting is over! Jesus is born! The star is shining, the angels are singing, the
shepherds are worshipping. Our savior is here! Mary was happy to have her beautiful
baby, but she knew that not every day would be as special as his birth day. She knew that
raising God’s son was going to be a challenge. But for the moment she tried to enjoy all
the amazing things that had happened. When sin first came into the world, God made a
promise. Even when the people forgot about God and the promise, God didn’t forget
about the people. God guided the people, protected the people, and loved the people, even
when they were sinful. God was faithful, and today the promise is fulfilled.

Think & Talk About:
What is your favorite part of the Christmas story?

Prayer
Thank you, God of the universe, for the most wonderful gift of your son, Jesus. Amen.

Christmas Hymn – Joy to the World
Joy to the world! The Lord is come
Let earth receive her King!
Let every heart prepare him room
And heaven and nature sing
Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns
Let men their songs employ
While fields and floods,
rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found
He rules the earth
with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love

Christmas Prayer
Lord Jesus, Light of light, you have come among us.
Help us who live by your light to shine as lights in your world.
Glory to God in the highest. Amen.

PREPARATION
All

Ground us, we pray, and settle us in your truth
by sending your Holy Spirit into our hearts.
Amen.

A period of silence is kept.

All

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.

All

Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving.
Let us sing joyful songs of praise!

OPENING SONG
Be Thou My Vision - Traditional Irish poem
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art;
thou my best thought, by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou my great Father, I thy true son,
thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.
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Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise;
thou mine inheritance, now and always;
thou and thou only, first in my heart,
high king of heaven, my treasure thou art.
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High king of heaven, my victory won,
may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O ruler of all.

All

OPENING RESPONSORIAL

Come As

All

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream.
Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then it was said among the nations,
“The Lord has done great things for them.”
The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced.
May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.
from Psalm 126

SONGS
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