
Real Solutions for the Opioid Crisis  

 

Our neighbors throughout the 177th district deal every day with the disruption and dangers 

wrought by the opioid crisis. The area of the district around Lehigh Avenue in particular is facing 

a daily dilemma created by a policy failure from the City of Philadelphia’s ‘clean up’ of the heroin 

camps on the Conrail railroad bed in mid-2017. The action failed because it did not provide a full 

wrap around solution to the problem. It pushed the people suffering from heroin and opioid 

addiction from the railroad into the streets of Fishtown, Olde Richmond and Port Richmond.  

 

If we learned anything from the Conrail scenario, it’s that pushing those who live in heroin camps 

out onto the streets without a long-term plan to reintegrate them into society results in more 

extensive problems for the surrounding neighborhoods. Joe pledges to not make this mistake, 

and will work with local civic groups, the Mayor’s office and city council, and recovery nonprofits 

to create a plan instead of forcing those suffering from heroin addiction into our neighborhoods. 

 

Joe believes that a comprehensive solution is required: one that takes into account the law 

enforcement and public health challenges of the problem, and focuses on safety for everyone. 

Joe does not support establishing safe injection sites, but rather believes we need to put energy 

into common sense actions with proven track records of making the entire community safer. 

 

 

He supports the following direct measures and policy actions: 

 

-  Joe believes common-sense public safety initiatives are an important part of the 

solution. Just like a family needs help to cope with a loved one who is suffering from addiction, 

so too our communities need to be feel safe outside of their homes. They cannot be trapped by 

other people's afflictions. Joe believes security starts on the front step by strengthening 

community policing measures - bike patrols and beat cops - along with greater coordination with 

Town Watch and other neighborhood groups. We have to fix the broken windows within 24 

hours, keep used needles out of our public spaces, and re-establish our parks and playgrounds 

for our kids and families.  

 

-  Joe supports getting Pennsylvania to sue big-pharma manufacturers and distributors 

to pay to mitigate the crisis they started. Without adequate funding there cannot be a 

lasting resolution. Joe supports the Pennsylvania Attorney General’s efforts to go after one of the 

main sources of the problem, big-pharma manufacturers.  He will support the already-pending 

lawsuit by Philadelphia against these companies and advocate for the Commonwealth to join in. 

In addition, Joe supports legal action against the three major prescription opioid distributors 

contributing to the opioid epidemic, McKesson, Cardinal Health and AmerisourceBergen. These 

companies have repeatedly violated laws designed to prevent illegal opioid sales and 

overprescribing to bolster their bottom lines.  

 

- Joe will immediately work to present legislation to create a task force on opioid 

supply reduction and enforcement strategies. Pennsylvania can take immediate action to 

reduce the number of painkillers prescribed and reducing the number of unnecessary 

prescriptions that are too often a gateway to more serious addiction. One of the key first steps 

we can take is to change how physicians assess pain levels in patients, and that begins with 

changing how our state directs health officials to prescribe medication to treat pain. As your 

State Representative, one of my first actions in office will be to do as other states have done and 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4880256/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4880256/


urge for the creation of a task force on opioid addiction that will present legislative solutions that 

have been proven to work in other states but are not yet law in Pennsylvania.  
 

-  Joe supports insurance reforms to get people the kind of treatment that will get 

them into true long term recovery and off the streets.  People suffering from addiction 

require treatment that gives them the best opportunity to get their lives back and become active 

members of our society again. Joe believes the answer is in long term treatment, focusing on 

traditional behavioral and 12-step programs that have a proven track record. Medically Assisted 

Treatment can be an option, but we have to take steps to avoid the problems of switching one 

addiction (heroin) for another (methadone). The answer lies in providing longer than 15-30 days 

of treatment. Medicaid and private insurers need to provide a full range of treatment and not 

simply shuttle someone out after 30 days with no accompanying support. Joe will support 

requirements for long term treatment options, especially the establishment of in-patient 

programs as the standard of care, along with the provision of transitional housing. These 

changes will serve the double purpose of giving the person in addiction a greater chance of 

success and our neighborhoods more security by having fewer people living on the street.  

 

 

-- 

 

True recovery from addiction begins with a personal decision to change. Joe believes we have to 

provide every person suffering from addiction the opportunity to make the best choices on their 

own personal road to recovery. At the same time, we need to reduce property damage, 

exposure, and personal injury for everyone in the community. Parts of the 177th are already 

drowning and we need to lend our families and neighbors all the help humanly possible. The 

future of our city and neighborhoods requires leadership, vision and dedication to put together 

the funding and policies that will provide lasting solutions. Joe is ready to do whatever the 

neighborhoods need.  

 

https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/policy/successes.html

