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BUSU Grants Pro-Life Group Club Status

Entrance to the Students’ Union Builing (KDC). Photo credit Ashlyn Pearce.

After A Lengthy Battle Students For Life Has Club Status Again
Logan Praznik, Reporter

O

n August 24th, the Brandon University Students’
Union (BUSU) allowed Brandon University’s Students for
Life club to re-apply for club
status. The action comes after
threats of legal action made by
the pro-life organization in July
following the revocation of
their club status and a subsequent denied appeal in the last
academic year.
In November 2015, Students for Life had their official
club status revoked by BUSU.
The group, however, did not
receive any notice of the revocation until attempting to book
space in the Knowles-Douglas
Centre’s Mingling Area on
January 22nd, 2016. The group
also claimed in an affidavit included with their court application that BUSU “did not provide us with any opportunity to
defend ourselves...”
With formal recognition

from BUSU, a student organization is allowed to book space
on campus under its name
without cost, apply for funding
for events, be included in a club
executive group, and be present
at Club Day during Orientation
Week.
An often-cited reason
for the revocation by BUSU
was that the Women’s Collective already handles the issue
of abortion, making Students
for Life redundant under the
union’s bylaw 2500.7.b, which
states that for a group to be
recognized, it “must be unlike
any other BUSU recognized
student group that currently
exists.” John Carpay, president
of the Justice Centre for Constitutional Freedoms, criticized
the reasoning, claiming, “To
designate one individual student club...as the only official
spokesperson on a topic...effectively kills debate.”

Over the course of the incident, BUSU also cited other
reasons the revocation, including earlier campaigns by the
group which BUSU claimed
had distressed students, as well
as the union’s unwillingness to
back a group with an alleged
association to similar groups
which they had taken issue
with, which Students for Life
denied.
At a meeting between
BUSU and Students for Life on
January 29th, then-Vice-President Internal, Nick Brown,
told the group they can’t discuss “personal issues,” make
students feel “uncomfortable,”
or “put [their] views out to a
larger body.”
A February 12th BUSU
council meeting in which Students for Life appealed their
revocation brought up the issue of “balancing the creation
of a safe environment for

students with reasonable differences of opinion,” in the
words of club director Andrew
Madill, over concerns of the
club’s campaigns being “traumatic” to students and violating BU’s Respectful Environment Policy. Though the club
broadly describes themselves
on their website as “committed
to spreading the message of
the dignity of the human person,” then-Women’s Director
Racheal Wu cast doubt on the
group’s activities as being more
diverse than anti-abortion.
Later in the month, thenVice-President External Rhoni
Mohanraj sent an email to Madill confirming the denial of
their appeal, and advising them
to “apply for the status again
when the new council gets
sworn in,” suggesting, “they
might have a different perspective.”
After Students for Life

served its legal notice to BUSU,
the union stated in an August
30th press release that the revocation of Students for Life’s
club status was reversed. BUSU
also noted, “The current bylaws
leave a lot to be interpreted and
as students, we recognize that
this interpretation of the bylaw
was done in error and we welcome Students for Life to apply
again for club status.”
BUSU’s decision comes in
light of similar issues that other
pro-life campus clubs in Canada
have had with their respective
student unions. BU Students
for Life has itself, in the past,
run into other disputes with
BUSU as early as 2012.
Both BUSU and Students
for Life were contacted regarding the incident, but neither replied as of writing.
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randon University’s Department of Computer
Science has partnered with
ACD Systems to give thirdyear Computer Science students hands-on experience developing software as part of an
enterprise.
The Seattle- and Victoria-based software company,
which is known for its ACDSee
photo viewing and editing software, as well as its Canvas technical illustration software, will
be allowing third-year students
in the Systems Programming
course to develop code for displaying media on, and sharing
and synchronizing media between, mobile devices, as part
of its software development.
In a press release, assistant
professor Dr. Gautam Srivastava stated, “This is an exciting
opportunity for [third-year] BU
students...they’re ready for a
new challenge. They’ll be communicating with professionals

Music

and

with

2

BU Computer Science Program

in the industry and applying
what they’ve learned.”
The collaboration will also
allow for experts from ACD
Systems, as well as professors,
to provide constructive criticism and advice on students’
class projects, to be worked
on in teams of three over the
course.
ACD Systems vice-president Martin Winstanley noted
his confidence in BU in the
same press release, saying, “We
felt that Brandon University
would be a good match for us
based on the strength of their
computer science program and
their emphasis on teaching.”
Srivastava later added,
“There is a real push right now
for computer science programs
at universities to form industrial partnerships, because they
provide students with learning
opportunities and experience
beyond what a professor can
give them.”

Community Come Together

Krista Murray, Web Content Coordinator

A

new research institute has
opened at Brandon University. Founded and directed
by Dr. Carrabre, the Institute
for Research in Music and
Community (IRMC) has been
developed to study the ways in
which communities and music
interact. This includes the ways
in which communities develop
around music as well as how

New Director

music fulfills the needs of a
community.
One of the IRMC’s first
projects will focus on omnivorous listeners, a new form of
listener whose musical taste
encompass a wide range: anything from heavy metal to
classical music and everything
in between. This project will
kick off with a series of blogs

in the Indigenous

Robert Killam, Senior Reporter

B

In private correspondence
to The Quill, Srivastava commented on the subject of continuing the partnership, “The
objectives of the projects may
change from year to year, but
the partnership will continue
and will hopefully expand in
future years.”
When asked about other
partnerships, Srivastava mentioned the Department of
Computer Science and Mathematics has another partnership for “a 4th year topics class
that I am running this year,”
though, due to a confidentiality agreement with the other
party, he did not elaborate any
more, aside from a reference to
the provincial government’s recent Enterprise Machine Intelligence and Learning Initiative.
In the end, Srivastava was
hopeful about the partnership’s
future. “We would like the students in Computer Science to
not only gain experience in real

randon University has had
a few changes in leadership recently, but one of the
most notable is the IPC. Chris
Lagimodiere is the new director holding the position in this
helpful area for indigenous students. Lagimodiere has only
been working for BU since
August 15th, but has had many
other jobs relating to Aboriginal and community engagement.
Born in Selkirk and having
attended Red River College and
the University of Manitoba,
Lagimodiere has been tried and
proven as he comes to work in
Brandon. He has worked at
several jobs involving Aboriginal communities and peoples,
constructing strong connections and refining his teaching
and leadership abilities. All are

welcome to the IPC, where
they will find Lagimodiere a
warm addition to an already
great place.
Lagimodiere most recently
worked at the University of
Manitoba as a recruiter who
travelled to Aboriginal communities and offered opportunities to young students coming
from rural areas. Focusing on
Aboriginal teachings and Indigenous mind sets, Lagimodiere
has brought many students into
universities, giving them quality chances to learn and grow.
With a bachelor in Physical Education and Masters in Sports
Psychology, he is a great man
to look towards for life advice
and guidance. He has experienced much of what students
are going through, such as failing a class, working a full time
thequill.ca | Sept 13th 2016
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world problems and projects,
but ideally at the end of it lead
to internships, connections,
and at the end of their degree
employment opportunities not
only with ACD Systems, but
other software companies that
would take kindly to experience
gained through courses such as
[Systems Programming] where
students garnered real industrial
timelines and deliverables.” He
also noted, “Exciting things are
happening at BU in computer
science as we as a department
work to build the program into
something special in Canada.”
In the press release, Winstanley was also optimistic
about the partnership’s future,
saying, “Innovation is at the
heart of what we do at ACD
Systems, and I’m looking forward to seeing the ideas that
these students develop end up
in a world-class software solution.”

BU

detailing the listening habits
of researches from within the
IRMC. From there, these blogs
will be opened up for discussion that will be based on the
ways in which contemporary
listeners find their music. With
the internet at many peoples
finger tips it seems these possibilities may very well be endless.

Music also plays a role in
storytelling. A second project
will examine how music is used
as a form of historical storytelling.
The IRMC is working to
engage with a wide range of
individuals, not just those who
create and perform but general
listeners as well.

Peoples’ Centre
job, trying out College, having
doubts, and following passions.
For advice of any kind, Lagimodiere hopes that people feel
free to talk with him.
The new Director has many
plans and goals for the IPC,
and although opening week has
proved to be frantically busy,
he is working to make the campus a more inclusive and fruitful environment. Lagimodiere
has put emphasis on studentcentred support where people
with a variety of issues can approach the IPC. Whether the
help is with studies, friends, or
personal life, Lagimodiere is
interested in creating a home
away from home for students
who may not yet be comfortable on campus.
Chris Lagimodiere is a valuable asset to BU, with skills and

experiences across cultures.
His goal is to create stronger
traditions within the IPC, and
is hoping to offer new and
unique ideas on hosting gym
nights, sharing circles, beading
sessions and potlucks.
Not only will you be bound
to find a comfy seat and friendly conversation in the IPC, but
also assistance on academics,
finances, residence, child care,
ect. The new IPC director is
an energetic and enthusiastic
worker, pursuing his passion
of helping people. Whether
you need someone to talk
to, are looking for upcoming
events, or just looking for help
and guidance the Indigenous
Peoples’ Centre is the place to
be.

Sports
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Bobcats Soccer Home Opener
Robert Killam, Senior Sports Reporter

B

randon University sports
opener is happening this
weekend! Thats right sports
fans, your Bobcats are back in
action. The Bobcats men and
women’s soccer teams are playing out on the Healthy Living
Center Field just south of the
University. Bring your lawn
chairs and cheering memorabilia as the Bobcats go toe to
toe with Red River on Saturday and CMU on Sunday. The
women’s games will be played
first both days at 1:00pm. The
men’s games will be played at
3:15pm.
For those unaware, BU
has been building a strong soccer program since its creation

just a few years ago. The men
and women, athletes and staff,
have all worked hard to build
a better soccer foundation for
future programs. Taking part
of the MCAC (Manitoba Colleges Athletic Conference)
league, the men and women
who represent our school have
gone through intense training
and recruiting from the local
area. Many of these players
who partake in BU’s soccer
program also play in Brandon’s
Futsal program (indoor soccer). Both of these leagues that
our athletes play in are highly
competitive and lead to eventful and fast paced games.
The Bobcats teams will

each get to play 10 games, with
their regular season ending
October 23. Teams that Brandon will face come from ACC,
CMU, Red River, Providence
and Saint Boniface. Last year,
both the men’s and women’s
teams were able to make it into
the playoffs, with the men losing in the semi finals and the
women closely defeated in the
finals.
More information will
be printed about the Bobcat’s
teams in the following weeks.
If you are interested in further
information feel free to check
out the Bobcats website or the
MCAC website.

Sports and HLC Calendar
Tues. Sept. 13th

Wed. Sept. 14th

Thurs. Sept. 15th

Fri. Sept. 16th

Sat. Sept. 17th

Sun. Sept. 18th

Mon. Sept. 19th

All fitness classes
All fitness classes
All fitness classed
Walk in clinic avail- Soccer: Bobcats v. Soccer: Bobcats v.
and activities free
and activities free
and activities free
able 9:00am Red River at HLC
CMU at HLC field
to try
to try
to try
1:00pm
field 1:00 and
1:00 and 3:15pm
All fitness classes
3:15pm
All fitness classes
and activities free All fitness classes
and activities are
to try
and activities free
free to try
to try

Features
Facing The Academic Dragon: Advice From Your Predecessors
Nathan MacKrith, Reporter

The transition to university life and academia from
highschool or work or some
other point in life is a difficult
one. At twenty-four, I was a
mature student when I started
at Brandon University (BU). I
was really nervous. I thought
that everyone would make fun
of me because of how old I
was. When I found that BU’s
students are a broad range of
ages, I overcame my fear of being known as the old man on
campus.
Recently I was able to ask
a few of BU’s professors and
faculty about their own past
trepidations concerning entering the post-secondary school
environment. Here is what they
had to say:
What were some of the
fears/concerns you had
when you were starting university? How did you deal
with them?
“I was terrified of having
to do presentations in class-

es... I’m not sure I ever really
dealt with my terror while taking classes, but when I started
working, I had to get over it,
so I wish I had gotten used to
doing presentations in class instead of on the job!” ~Alexis
Braun, Student Services
“I remember being afraid
that I wasn’t good enough, that
I wouldn’t be able to do well at
this level. And then when I got
all of my outlines the first day, I
feared I’d never get all the work
done on time.” ~Lisa Robson,
professor, English
“I do remember being
keenly interested in the student
newspaper The Meliorist that
first year... I told myself that
I was going to join the paper,
but it wasn’t until the fall of
my second year that I found
the courage to walk into the
newspaper office and inform a
group of strangers that I wanted to join their paper. That decision changed my life.” ~Dale
Lakevold, professor, English/Cre-

ative Writing.
“I was 18 years old when
I first came to Brandon University... I treated the class
like I was still in high school,
and needless to say, it was the
lowest mark I ever received in
university; I was completely
unprepared.” ~Erick Blaikie,
sessional instructor
If you could give BU students starting this year one
piece of advice on how to
succeed, what would it be?
“Check your BU email.
This is how we communicate
with you. Notifications from
special events to wait lists will
be found there.” ~Katie Gross,
Student Services
“My best piece of advice:
GO TO CLASS. The more you
engage and learn in class time,
the less you have to try to make
up for what you missed. Yes, I
was THAT person: front row,
every day, taking notes.” ~Joan
Garbutt, Writing Skills/Student
Services
thequill.ca | Sept 13th 2016

“Get to know everyone on
“Make an appointment
campus: profs, library staff, the with Student Services. Talk
cleaning staff, everyone! You to an advisor and someone in
never know who is going to Learning Skills, ask them how
have the connection that will do I succeed in university?
get you a bit of extra help on There are so many easy ways to
campus or an interview for that maximize your grades and exfirst job after university. Plus, cel at BU. If I had done that, I
if you’re having a bad day, it’s wouldn’t have bombed my first
nice to be able to walk down class!” ~Erick Blaikie
the hallway and smile at people
who know you and will
smile back.” ~Alexis Braun
“Attend classes consistently so that you don’t
fall behind. Work consistently; if most of your assignments are not due for
weeks, start some now so
that you don’t have to do
them all at once later...
check yourself consistently, meaning take a step
back regularly to assess
how things are going and
get help if need be, or take
a break if need be, or correct your course if need
Clark Hall. Photo Credit Ashlyn Pearce.
be.” ~Lisa Robson
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Crash The Courtyard: A Brief Recap
Nathan MacKrith, Reporter

O

n the evening of Friday
September 9th, the bustling Brandon University courtyard was abuzz as BUSU’s annual kickoff concert Crash the
Courtyard took place. The lineup for this year included EDM
artists Coleman Hell (Toronto,
ON), Bit Funk (Brooklyn, NY),
local band The 204 (Brandon,
MB), and BU alumni DJ Rhoni.
According to Jillian Vanderheiden, BUSU VPI, 900
pre-show tickets had already

been sold by the afternoon of
September 9th. Which may signal huge leap up in attendance
from the 1000 total ticket sales
of 2015. Vanderheiden also
says that the point of this annual event is not to make money or break even but to “throw
a party” for the students of BU
at the beginning of the year.
What a party it was, too, with
even BU President Gervan
Fearon and his wife Kathy being seen cutting a rug during
the course of the evening.

Coleman Hell at Crash the Courtyard. Photo Credit Nathan MacKrith.

Wanted: BUSU Directors
Ariele Kehler, Assistant Editor-in-Chief

D

o you want to make a difference on campus? Brandon University Student Union
(BUSU) is still looking for students to be Directors on their
Council! Are you new to BU
and want your voice to be heard
on behalf of your subgroup on
campus? Did you mean to run
for a Director position at the
end of the 2015-2016 school
year but didn’t know if your
course schedule would allow
for the commitment? You’re in
luck! There are currently five
open Director slots that could
be calling your name in the upcoming by-elections!
Due to BUSU policy, you
are only eligible to run for Directorships that apply to you in
your every day university career. For example, only an Education student could represent

Looking For
Michael Henry, Reporter

A

a

new year of school has
begun and with it, new
students. On Wednesday, September 14th, the event fondly
referred to as Club Day will
be taking place in the Mingling
Area just outside of SUDS, the
Bookstore, and Forbidden Fla-

the Education faculty as the
Director. The current Council positions call for a Health
Studies, Music, Aboriginal,
Sexuality and Gender-Based,
and a Racialized Director.
The Health Studies Director represents the Faculty
of Health Studies. This role
is filled by a member of the
Health Studies faculty, and relays important events to BUSU
Council. Most notably, Health
Studies Directors promote
their grad class socials.
The Music Director is
much the same - they give a
voice to their constituency and
report on events within the faculty. The Music Director often
works with the Brandon University Music Society (BUMS)
to promote School of Music
events such as student con-

certs and the annual Big Band
Dance.
The Aboriginal Director
represents all students who
identify as First Nations, Indigenous, or Metis. They often
work closely with the Indigenous Peoples’ Centre (IPC) to
represent the students in their
group, and promote events that
are important to their mental,
social, cultural, and spiritual
well-being, such as community
potlucks, storytime with elders,
and beading groups.
The Sexuality and GenderBased Director represents students on campus who identify
as anything other than CIS-gender and/or heteronormative.
They promote a safe space for
all on campus and work closely
with the LGBTTQ* collective
to ensure campus equality.

The Racialized Director
represents all students who
identify as a minority on campus based on race/ethnicity.
Their primary duty is to ensure
that their constituents have
a voice on Council as well as
working with their groups on
events on campus.
If you’re too impatient to
get yourself out
there to
wait for
the byelections
in October,
you can
always
email
y o u r
Friendly
Neigh-

lectives like the LGBTTQ*,
and of course, your source for
news on campus, The Quill. All
groups present are happy to
answer any questions that they
can about what they represent,
and all are excited and willing
to bring in new members. All

students
are welcome to
c o m e
d o w n
anytime
during
the day.

bourhood BUSU President,
Nick Brown at pres@BUSU.ca
for more information. Include
a cover letter and resume, as
Director positions come with
a bonus – tuition rebates! Be
sure to include which position
you’re looking to apply for,
and join the 2016-2017 BUSU
Council!

Club?
vors. From 9:00am till 4:00pm,
many of the clubs present
around the camps will be setting
up stands to promote their craft.
Expected to appear are clubs
such as Brandon University
Gaming Association (BUGA),
Psychology and Geology, col-

Orientation Calendar
Tues. Sept. 13th

Wed. Sept. 14th

Thurs. Sept. 15th

Creating Consent Club Day in the Info on Health and
Area Dental in Mingling
Culture in the Mingling
Area 8:30am Mingling
Area 9:00am - 4:00pm
8:30am - 4:00pm Free BBQ in the 4:30pm
at $2 taco in a bag in
Free David’s Tea in Courtyard
the Mingling Area
the Mingling Area Noon
10:00am - Noon Trivia night at SUDS Noon - 1:00pm
Free bowling with 7:00 - 10:00pm
BUSU, bus leaves
at 6:32pm

Fri. Sept. 16th

Sat. Sept. 17th

Sun. Sept. 18th

Free yogurt bar in Trip to Clear Lake, International
Stuthe Mingling Area bus leaves at dents Farm Day
9:00 - 11:00am
9:00am
Mastermind hypno- Pep Rally in SUDS
tist Matao in SUDS Noon - 1:00pm
8:00 - 10:00pm
Disorientation social
in SUDS 10:00pm
- 2:00am
B-Queer at Houstons

thequill.ca | Sept 13th 2016

Mon. Sept. 19th

Community
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Cafeteria Information
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Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Cheif

A

re you looking for somewhere to grab a quick
bite to eat at any time between
breakfast and bedtime snack?
The BU Cafeteria, Harvest
Hall, is open for the school
year and open everyday.
For the early risers, or those
poor souls with early morning classes, Harvest Hall starts
serving breakfast at 7:00am
Monday to Friday. They will
then be open all day, and won’t
close until 11:00pm Monday to
Thursday, and 9:00pm on Friday.

They encourage the early
birds to sleep in just a little
bit, and delay their opening to
9:00am on Saturdays and Sundays. They will then close at
9:00pm on those same days.
On STAT days they will
open even later at 11:00am,
and will then close at 6:30pm.
Be sure to stock up on some
snack items on these days to
satiate your cravings for a midnight snack.
Do you have a specific dietary need? The kitchen is able
to accommodate diets such as

If you purchased the Premium Plan and don’t end up
eating all of your money away,
fear not. At the end of the
year you can have your unused
money refunded to the amount
of the Value Plan, less whatever money you have spent at
SUDS. There are no refunds
for money on the Value Plan
that is not spent.
To view the daily specials
or find out the nutritional value of your meal, go the Harvest Hall’s webpage at www.
brandonu.ca/food-services/

low sodium, or vegetarian. If
you have a dietary restriction
or concern be sure to ask about
it to see if they can help you.
Students with these restrictions
may have a more limited menu
choice.
What if Harvest Hall isn’t
quite what you’re looking for,
or you’d like to have something
different for a change? Students who purchase the Premium Meal Plan card are able
to spend up to roughly $150 of
their plan money at SUDS each
term.

meal-plan/. The daily specials
are also emailed to your BU
webmail.

Community Calendar
Tues. Sept. 13th

Wed. Sept. 14h

Thurs. Sept. 15th

Fri. Sept. 16th

Blood donor
clinic at Brandon
Animal Clinic,
10:00am
Run for the Cure

Sat. Sept. 17th

Brandon Chamber Childhood Dreams
Players are playCar and Bike
ing at the Lorne
show at the HLC,
Watson Recital
10:00am
Hall, 8:00pm
Live music at The
Live music at The
40
40, Double Decker, and Georgie’s

thequill.ca | Sept 13th 2016

Sun. Sept. 18th
Annual Terry Fox
run starting at the
ACC South Campus at 10:00am

Mon. Sept. 19th

Classifieds
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Book Review: Harry Potter
Krista Murray, Web Content Coordinator

T

he internet has allowed
fan fiction to spread like
wildfire, nothing you know and
love is safe. Especially Harry
Potter. So what would happen
if the beloved Harry Potter
was in fact Harry James PotterEvans-Verres, a highly rational

and the

child prodigy who applies the
scientific method to everything he meets in the wizarding
world? Well then you get Harry
Potter and the Methods of Rationality, where magic is just a word,
and scientific experimentation
is everything.

Quill Classifieds

and

Methods

Online
of

Imagine evil Harry, well,
maybe not evil, but he is certainly different. You would be
too if your Aunt Petunia was
nice to you, loved you very
much and did not lock you up
in cupboards under the stairs.
Interested in reading more

Parking Spots to Rent
5 Minute walk from campus
$20 per month ($80 per term)
Unserviced (Non Electrical)
Call or Text 204-721-0318

Got something you want to
sell? Looking for something
to buy?
Students get FREE classified
ads with The Quill!
Email us at eic@thequill.ca!

We want you!
If you like to write, take pictures,
or draw things,
you should work for The Quill!
We can offer a cool office to nap
in and tuition rebates.
Email us at eic@thequill.ca!
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Rationality
about this review?
Go online to view
the whole article!
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