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he Women’s Resource
Center and BU held a vigil
on December 6th in the Mingling Area to commemorate
the murders of 14 female engineering students who were
gunned down in 1989 at the
École Polytechnique in Montreal, Quebec. The male gunman, who had not been accepted into engineering school
and blamed affirmative action
programs for it, had separated
the young women from male
students and was heard saying “I hate feminists” before
senselessly killing the women.
BU political science professor
and self-proclaimed feminist
Alison McCullough, who has
helped with the vigil held at
BU for the last eight years, stat-

Logan Praznik, Reporter

T

Action

ed that, “now is not the time
for complacency, it is the time
for action…. we act because it
could have been us, and it still
could be us.”
The vigil opened with a
traditional prayer from elder
Barb Blind. Blind spoke to the
Liberal government’s pledge to
focus on missing and murdered
Indigenous women. She stated
that, “[Indigenous persons]
all know women and family
that have gone missing”. Blind
noted that too much focus has
been on teaching women to
protect themselves, but that
she had seen first hand that
progress was being made to
teach men to respect women as
their equals and not be violent.
She expressed a desire to see

Snowientation Rings
he Brandon University Students’ Union will be hosting their yearly Snowientation,
a collection of events promoting BUSU and its services while
aiming to engage new students
in Brandon University’s community, to mark the start of the
new semester.
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Violence Against Women

men included in workshops on
domestic violence and wished
for more involvement from
learned elders.
The vigil included representation from the LGBT*
community – a community
targeted almost universally by
stigma and violence. Greg Monias spoke for the community,
saying he – as a queer, Indigenous man – confronts many
forms of discrimination and
targeting on a daily basis. “Violence is still real and is present in our community here in
Brandon”, he said, recalling
June 6th, 2016 – the day of the
Pulse nightclub massacre – as a
day he did not feel safe to leave
his home. He noted that there
are places of profound solidar-

ity – namely the Brandon Pride
event held the same weekend
in June that he attended, where
he felt safe and protected with
friends.
A moment of silence for
the fallen women was held and
those present at the vigil were
also treated to heartfelt selections from the BU chorale under the direction of Dr. Andree
Dagenais. Dr. McCullough
closed the vigil with a call to
action, imploring all people of
all walks of life to take responsibility in enacting progressive
change in our society. She finished by emphasizing that the
only way we improve equality
in the world is to make the status quo unsustainable for those
who hold power over others.

Next Semester

In the past, events that
have been run by BUSU as
part of Snowientation include
free pancake breakfasts served
to students in partnership with
Student Services, trivia competitions, karaoke and socials
in SUDS, bowling at Thunderbird Bowl, a second Club Day

for student clubs to promote
themselves, and other foodrelated events.
The student union’s recurring goal in holding Snowientation is to engage first-year students, especially those whose
first term is in the winter; former Vice-President External,

Rhoni Mohanraj, stated that
“Engaging the new students
has been key.”
Attempts to contact BUSU
with regards to their plans for
this year’s Snowientation were
not returned by press time.

Joe Beeverz offers free delivery on orders of $20 or more
before tax. If you’re wanting
to get off campus for an evening, places like The Dock on
Princess (1133 Princess Ave.)
and Wok Box (930 18th St.) offer 10% off, as well as Prairie
Fire House (637 Princess Ave.)
offering 15% off with the presentation of a Paw Pass. If you
want to splurge a little and do
dinner and an activity, also part
of the Paw Pass deals is Thun-

derbird Bowl’s (2140 Currie
Ave.) ‘No Brainer’ package,
which saves you $10 on bowling and food. These deals apply to all BU and ACC students
with valid student ID.
For more information
about the Paw Pass, participating businesses, and the awesome discounts you can get,
go to www.busu.ca/pawpass.
Happy holidays!

Harvest Hall Holiday Hours
Ariele Kehler, Assistant Editor-in-Chief

W

ith winter break approaching, many students who live on the Brandon
University campus will be headed to their home communities
to spend time with friends and
family (and take advantage
of free food and laundry machines). With this in mind, the
BU Harvest Hall will be limiting their hours of operation.
Students remaining on
campus will still be able to
get their lunch and breakfast

in the Hall from 9:00am until
2:00pm, while dinner is served
in the Down Under from
4:00pm until 8:00pm. These
time slots may not accommodate all students, but there are
off-campus options. If you
want to get food delivered to
your residence, Domino’s Pizza offers 50% off of one pizza
with the coupon code ‘BU’ for
Brandon University students
or ‘ACC’ for Assiniboine Community College students, and

Student Art Gallery
Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief

E

arly last week the Brandon
University Peer Wellness
Educators hosted a Pop-Up
Art Gallery. Students were encouraged to submit their artwork regardless of medium
to be viewed/experienced by
other students. The Art Gallery
took place in the Mingling Area
from Noon until 3:00pm on
Monday, December 5th. Some
of the art mediums that were
welcome were photographvy,
painting, music, pottery, poetry,
and anything else that you can

in the

Mingling Area

think of.
The Peer Wellness
Educators are a group of
volunteers through BU’s
Student Services that support and promote all of
the different kinds of wellness in hopes that students
are better able to practice
self-care.

Sculptures. Photo Credit Ashlyn Pearce.
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The Bloody Snowball Battle
Robert Killam, Senior Sports Reporter

M

anitoba is known for it’s
freezing weather and
glorious lawn bowling teams,
but one of Manitoba’s greatest treasures is Riding Mountain National Park. The park is
home to many beautiful sights
and fun experiences for peoples of all ages. From camping to swimming, fishing and
hiking the park has all sorts of
experiences for the whole family. However when the season
changes and the snow starts
to fall evil seeps through the
crevices of the park, making
the region a living hell for all
inhabitants. This is not just the
evil of Socialism or Fascism
but the kind where teddy bears
get ripped in half and dreams
go down the toilet to die.
The great snowball war
rages for its 84th millennia and
the forces of evil continue to
try and conquer the mighty
park of Riding Mountain. The
contestants in this epic duel
continue to change as a world
of fantastic beasts emerges.
Hoot Salamander has ventured
to the far north in search OF
the Naughty Northern Niffler that has been running wild
throughout the park, destroying many hopes and dreams
of passers-by. Hoot started his
journey in Onanole originally

of

trying to learn the ways of the
gigantic Canadian Yeti’s who
have a variety of tribes within
the area. However once the
snow started to fall and the Yeti’s cried out for war it was only
a matter of time before Newt
was forced to flee for his life.
The Yeti’s were marching
north to tear a new one into
the village of Owl-bears who
were lead by their hardy leader, the Sqoose. The Owl-bears
were well prepared for the Yetis as this was not their first
year in the Snowball war. They
stockpiled on snow balls, snow
angels, snow cars, and Frozen
sound tracks so they would
be able to hold off their enemy for a few more millennia.
This is one of the many typical
battles one may see while going
through the park.
To the deep south a new
threat was arising, Jonald
Crump who had been amassing an army of lies and deceit
to seize hold of the Presidency
of Riding Mountain. Jonald
had many enemies ahead of
him but would not stop until
he had conquered them all. He
was most famous for his super
powers: going back on his word
and inflating his ego. His most
famous quote that emerged
from the war was “Sometimes

2016
you just need to grab life by the
genitalia.” What a superb leader; someone the whole world
would love to have in charge of
not only nuclear weapons but
also an influential land.
To combat this new threat,
an ancient warrior was resurrected by Hoot in order to
combat the tyrannical Crump.
A massive Gorilla named
Harambe. Once righteously
shot down in cold blood, the
long since dead Gorilla came
to re-stake his claim for power. When brought back however Harambe was the size of
King Kong and was not afraid
to throw snow balls the size
of semi’s at his enemies. This
made it difficult for the other
factions along the mountain to
defend themselves against the
mighty Harambe, and it wasn’t
until the The Magical Congress
of Canada put the Gorilla on
skull island that the battles
could once again be used to
settle petty differences.
With
Harambe
gone
Crump, the Yetis, the Sqoose,
and Hoot were still in the battle
for Riding Mountain. Crump
was resorting to last ditch efforts when he planned to create
the floating laser ball of death
and have the Mexicans pay for
it. It was his only chance to
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Wheat Kings vs Cougars

Jets vs Red Wings

1-5

3-4

Wheat Kings vs Oil Kings

Jets vs Rangers

1-5

1-2

Wheat Kings vs Rebels

Jets vs Flames

1-6

2-6

Hockey - WHL

Hockey - WHL

Hockey - WHL

completely destroy everything
he both loved and hated so
passionately. Thankfully the
members from the Quill Militia were able to intercept these
plans and ultimately shut down
this whack job’s schemes. As a
result many, messengers died
to bring us this information.
So let this story be a severe warning to all those who
wish to travel home for the
Christmas break. Goblins and
ghouls don’t just come out
on Halloween, but also when
the snow first falls. So please
keep your eyes open and head
up when driving through the
Park, pay close attention, keep
both hands on the wheel and
for the love of the universe no
flash photography! Be wary,
as Santa is keeping a close eye
on the park and is just waiting

Hockey - NHL

Hockey - NHL

Hockey - NHL

Jets vs Oilers
Hockey - NHL

for his little experiment to almost be up. His elves are the
masterminds behind this and
they plan on spreading death
and destruction this new year.
This is all the relevant information I have time to give you,
the elves are on to me, it will
be another year before I can report on the nonsense that goes
on. So be free young students,
take care of yourselves, for it
is only a matter of time before
the snowball war engulfs all of
southern Manitoba.

Op/Ed: Another Chapter Ending
Caroline Sims, Contributor

A

s Christmas approaches, it
marks the end of my five
and a half years of university
study, four and a half of which
I spent at Brandon University.
Looking back at my time spent
here, I find myself in a mix
of emotions, remembering all
the good times and of course
the stressful times as well, yet
there is also a twinge of uncertainty as to what the future may
hold.
It was a difficult choice to
come home to continue studying, switching degrees from
what I had spent a year on, to
something completely different, but I wouldn’t change a
thing. BU was a nice change;
smaller classes with professors
who got to know you and saw
you as a person rather than a
number on a page. You got to
know students in your faculty
. who would continue to be in

each of the classes you needed for your degree, building
friendships and relationships
along the way that will continue on past the days spent on
campus. I remember the many
projects we all hated but made
it through, joking with our
professors, copious quantities
of caffeine to keep us going,
and those stressful late nights
of studying, wondering if our
brains would explode from an
information overload.
Now things have shifted as
I complete hopefully my last
exam period, to thoughts of
the future, and where my degree will take me. It’s amazing
how my time at university has
flown by, and really it surprised
me how quick the end has arrived. But though my time here
is ending, I will take all the experiences with me. I am extremely grateful for my time spent at

BU, it has helped me to grow,
has given me many great memories, provided me with useful
skills for
my future
e n d e av ours and
friendships I
will never forget.
I
wish
all
the
students
luck on
their exams, and
luck with
their continuing
s t u d i e s.
It may
seem like
a
long
haul, but
it will go
thequill.ca | Dec. 13th, 2016

by faster than you may think!
Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas, happy holidays,

happy New Year, and cheers to
new beginnings!

Clark Hall and BU Sign. Photo Credit Ashlyn Pearce.
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To Drink: Apple Cider
Krista Murray, Web Content Coordinator

T

here is something about a
hot beverage on a cold day
that chases your troubles away.
Apple cider is no exception.
What I love about this hot holiday bev is that it can be made
to suit just about anyone’s palate. Unless you don’t like apple,
then you should probably stop
reading now.
You have two options for
your cider, you can purchase

to have fun. Whole spices work
best, such as cinnamon sticks,
cloves, and allspice, maybe
even some anise if you are feeling adventurous. You can just
throw these into the pot. If
all you have are ground spices
DO NOT add these directly to
the mixture, unless you want a
gross gritty drink. Instead, pour
random amounts of the above
spices onto some cheesecloth

and tie the spices into a little
bundle, then add this to the pot.
You may also want to consider
adding some orange and lemon
peel for a nice fresh flavour. If
you like your cider sweet, add
some honey or maple syrup,
until your desired sweetness is
reached.
Warm the cider over medium heat, until it is just about
to boil, but don’t let it boil. Re-

move it from the heat and serve
it in the beverage container of
your choice, be it mug, glass, or
deli container. Place an orange
slice on the rim of the glass (or
container) and add a cinnamon
stick. Now you can curl up with
a Christmas movie or a favorite
book.

This is the recipe my mom has
been making since I was a little
kid, I can’t remember a Christmas without
these cookies.
Anyway, the
point is, this is
an old family
favourite that
I hope will become a family
favourite for
you. Seriously,
the
original
copy of this
recipe had to
be retired and
a photocopy
has since taken
its place.
So, without
further
ado, here is the
world’s
best
cookie
Sugar Coookies. Photo Credit Krista Murray. sugar

recipe.
¾ cup margarine
1 cup of white sugar
2 eggs
1 tsp of vanilla
2 ¼ cups of flour
2 tsp baking powder
A pinch of salt
First, preheat your oven to
375F, and have some greased
cookie sheets handy, or if you
are lazy use parchment paper.
Combine the margarine,
sugar, eggs, and vanilla in a
bowl and mix well. In another
bowl combine the flour, baking
powder, and salt, and mix well.
Take the flour mixture and add
it to the other mixture and…
you guessed it, mix well. Next,
you need to sample the cookie
dough, so take a spoon and eat
some. Yum!!
On a lightly floured surface roll out the cookie dough

and cut it into fun Christmas
shapes, or whatever shapes you
feel like. Place these on cookie
sheets and bake. Now the bake
time is a little tricky, you do not
want these cookies to change
colour. Bake time will depend
on the size of your cookies,
somewhere between 7-11 minutes. Keep an eye on them and
pull them out just as the edges
begin to brown. Remove to a
cooling rack and repeat until all
cookie dough is gone.
Once your cookies have
cooled, it is time to frost them.
Personally, I prefer a buttercream, but feel free to use
whatever you like. Maybe you
want to dip your cookies in Nutella or cover them in sprinkles.
Who am I to judge?

them as is, dip them in melted
chocolate, or ice them. I personally prefer to ice them using
this recipe...
1 cup powdered sugar
¼ tsp. vanilla
½ to 1 Tbsp. milk
Combine the ingredients

into a thick glaze and spread
this over the cookies. For a
coloured icing you can add a
few drops of food colouring
also, but be careful of making
the mixture too runny.

apple cider (which is unfiltered
and unsweetened apple juice)
or you can just buy apple juice.
For the super motivated there
is a third option: make your
own apple juice by juicing apples (crazy, I know).
Take whatever variety of
liquid apple you prefer and add
it to a sauce pan. Turn the heat
on low and add your spices.
This is the part where you get

To Bake: Sugar Cookies
Krista Murray, Web Content Coordinator

S

ugar cookies are a Christmas staple. Nothing will
stop me from baking these at

Christmas, not even moving
half-way around the world (that
toaster oven served me well).

To Bake: Shortbread Cookies
Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief

L

et’s be real, it’s not the
Holidays without cookies.
And what is everyone’s favourite cookie to make? Well that’s
hard to tell, because some people like something more complex and ritualistic (like sugar
cookies or gingerbread, both of
which are good). On the other
hand, there are other people,
yours truly included, who,
when they want cookies, they
want them now. This means
that the easiest recipe they can
find will likely end up becoming a favourite simply because it
produces good cookies quickly.
It is on this basis that I began
my love-affair with the beautifully easy shortbread cookies.
The recipe calls for...
1 cup of butter
½ cup of powdered sugar
2 cups of flour
½ tsp. of vanilla
With only four ingredients

(which most people will have
on hand at any given time) this
recipe is one of the most accessible I’ve come across.
You’re going to want to
preheat the oven while you get
everything mixed to save on
time, so set that to 350F.
Next you’ll combine the
butter and powdered sugar
(also known as icing sugar
or confectioner’s sugar) and
cream the two together. This
works best with a stand mixer
or hand-held beater but can be
done by hand also.
Once the sugar and butter are mixed together, mix in
the vanilla to make sure that
it is spread evenly though the
dough.
Finally, mix in the flour.
You’ll get a crumbly texture,
but that’s exactly what you want
to have soft, flaky cookies.
Here’s where you can de-

cide how fancy you want to be.
If you’re like me and don’t really care what your cookies look
like then go ahead and make
golfball sized balls of dough,
and then flatten the ball to ¼
to ½ inches thick. If you want
to be a bit fancier, then feel free
to roll out the dough on a
flour or powdered sugar
covered surface to ¼ to
½ inches thick and cut out
shapes with cookie cutters
(or the top of a glass).
However you choose
to shape your cookies,
put them on a greased or
parchment covered cookie sheet and into the oven
for 10-16 minutes When
they start to look golden
brown on the edges take
them out, and let them
cool on the sheet.
Once your cookies
are cooled you can leave
thequill.ca | Dec. 13th, 2016

Shortbread Cookies. Photo Credit Ashlyn Pearce.
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eternal winter

Sam Morrissette, Writing Contest Winner

I

Dear Glow Cloud,
We’re a multicultural community with many different celebrations going on. As such, it
pisses me off when old white
people insist only Christmas
can be recognized. What do?
Pissed Off Progressive

t was four years ago that
it began. Religious fanatics interpreted the event as a
punishment from God; others
thought it was the beginning
of an inevitable ice age. Meteorologists and climatologists
could only hypothesize and
speculate. Nobody knew if or
when it was going to end and
many had given up any lingering hope long ago. Aiden
looked at the grey sky with despair and sighed as he felt the
merciless cold of the snow fall
upon his pale face. Despite being the middle of June, the unrelenting snow formed a thick
blanket over the flat Manitoba
landscape. He was born and
raised on the farm in which he
stood, but the vivid memories
of the livestock and crops that
once thrived here were quickly
fading, being replaced only
with desolation and the creep-

Dear Progressive,
I’m pretty sure that this
isn’t exclusive to just old white
people, however your point is
clear regardless.
From the knowledge that
I have amassed I can tell you
that people inherently don’t
like change. Remember when
you didn’t want to get a new
pair of shoes because your old
HinGs o o
ones were your favourites? It’s
like that but blown way out of Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief
re you stumped about
proportion.
how to spend your break
Some people cling to the
Christmas-Only ideals because between now and next semesthey believe that Canada is a ter? Here’s a list of some things
Christian country and that the that you can do between now
Christian holidays must be ob- and January.
If you’re the active or adserved before all else. This is
venturous
kind of person then
historically inaccurate. Before
you
might
be interested in
the Christians came to Canada
the Indigenous peoples had spending a day skiing or snow
their own celebrations and fes- tubing. Asessippi has the largtivities (which did not include est ski area in Manitoba and is
the celebration of Jesus Christ’s located 2 hours from Brandon,
birth). Canada is a diverse coun- just north of Russell in Inglis,
try with many races, religions, MB. Lift passes for adults are
$50 for the whole day, or you
and peoples.
Just because the govern- can arrive at 1:00pm for the
ment chooses to recognise the half-day price of $37.50. This
Christian holidays and tradi- price allows you access to all
tions doesn’t mean that any oth- of their skiing slopes. Hower religious practice in Canada ever if you still want to make
is discounted. It means that the the trip but aren’t a skiing percalendar was set several years son, you might be interested in
(decades) ago, and that chang- their Snow Tubing, where you
ing it takes time. And if you’ll ride an inflated tube down the
recall: people don’t like change. slopes. A tubing pass can be
Just do your part and don’t be a added onto your lift pass for an
extra $12, or you can dedicate
dick about the holidays. Deal?
your full day to tubing only for
All Hail,
$29.
Almighty Glow Cloud

t

A

ing feeling of hopelessness.
At 19 years old, Aiden was
barely a man. However, the
past few years had forced him
to mature at a rapid rate. He
had never known his mother
and his father had died several
months ago from an infection
that could have easily been
treated with access to antibiotics. With no siblings or family
to speak of, he was all alone.
Four years ago, Aiden
had sat upon his mattress and
watched through his bedroom
window as the frozen white
specks danced elegantly across
the sky and landed with grace
onto the solid earth. Aiden was
not alone; across the world
people would gaze upon the
mystifying beauty of the snow.
The possibility of a snow-day
entertained children and adults
alike and it was a rare pleasure
for those who had never even

seen snow. However, their joy
would be short-lived; they were
witnessing the beginning of a
perpetual winter that would
throw the planet into a state of
chaos.
The food shortages hit
hard and fast. There was always
at least two feet of snow on the
ground, which meant that very
few crops could survive in the
winter wasteland. Within the
first two years, millions starved
to death. Those who wished to
bypass the suffering of a slow
and painful starvation took
their own lives. Basic necessities were luxuries even all the
money in the world could not
buy now. Civilization was coming to an end and Aiden knew
it.
As Aiden stood in the vast
field, surrounded by acres upon
acres of white powder, the reality of his situation seemed as

But maybe you’re not so
adventurous and would rather
spend some time at home relaxing before heading into the
next semester. For the more
introverted student I recommend binge-watching some
Netflix. If Christmas movies
are your thing then check out
The Quill’s roundup of some
holiday movies on Netflix.
Nothing you want to
watch on Netflix? Then you’ve
still got some options. You
could fall down the rabbit hole
of YouTube and just watch
anything that seems remotely
interesting. I can confirm that
this could last you several hours
as there is a potentially limitless
source of entertainment to be
watched.
If you’re not so much into
watching things and would
rather read for a bit then I recommend picking up a nice, light
and easy book to de-stress. You
won’t want anything too intense right now because you’ve
just spent several months read-

ing textbooks for class, and in ever many people you can fit in
a couple of weeks you’ll be your designated space.
spending several more months
Looking for a mental chaldoing that again. Be kind to lenge that’s different from your
yourself and don’t over-work usual course work? Download
your brain.
the Duolingo and Memrise apps
And lastly, on the list of and start learning a language
things you can do at home, we this holiday season.
have video games. With the
But whatever you do, enjoy
recent release of Pokemon Sun your time away from classes
and Moon you could work on and have a happy holiday.
becoming a Pokemon
Master in a new region.
Or you could continue
working on your team in
Pokemon Go (so long as
you can stand the frigid
“Wind Chill”
temperatures outside).
Aside from your phone
If there’s one thing about
and a Nintendo DS,
winter that I can’t stand
other gaming venues
it’s
the wind chill. As if the
to explore this holiday
weather wasn’t cold enough,
season are Play Stations,
there’s now an extra bit of
XBoxes, PC’s, board
cold, which will likely cause
games, and card games.
your cheeks to burn and
There are a wealth of
nose to sting when faced
with the outdoor air. Dear
games out there for any
wind chill: we don’t want
number in a group of
you.
people, from as few as
single person to how-

clear as the summer days he
fondly recalled. He was powerless now; at the mercy of the
terrifying elements that Mother
Nature summoned at will. The
snow called to him, tempting
him with the promise of permanent peacefulness. He knew
he could lie down and let himself be enveloped by the piercing cold until darkness was
all that remained. Yet, a faint
glimmer of hope burned deep
within him. He would not give
up as so many others had done.
As his teeth chattered and his
fingers began to lose sensation,
he wrapped his coat tightly
around his chest and walked
into the farmhouse, bracing
himself for another winter’s
night.

t d tHis Holiday season

.
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Movie Review: A Muppet Family Christmas
Krista Murray, Web Content Coordinator

A

Muppet Family Christmas
is possibly the most delightful Christmas movie of all
time. I am also one of the few
people I know who has seen
this movie. I can’t remember
the first time I watched this
movie, but it has been a family
staple ever since I was a little
kid (a long time ago).
A Muppet Family Christmas
finds Fozzie Bear and his gang
of friends on their way to his
mother’s cozy country farm

and more of the Muppets come
pouring into the farmhouse.
All but one. The worst blizzard in 50 years approaches the
area, and Miss Piggy is trying
to make her way to the farmhouse. Will she make it in time
for Christmas? That would be
spoiling the movie for you, and
even though this movie was released in 1987, I wouldn’t want
to take any surprises away from
you.
As the movie progresses,

and more and more guests arrive, they run out of space and
begin to build bunk beds in
the broom closet. Christmas
carols are sung throughout the
movie, and include the classics:
We Need a Little Christmas, Jingle
Bells, and Deck the Halls. Also,
appearing in the movie is the
Muppet band Dr. Teeth and
the Electric Mayhem, as they
perform Jingle Bell Rock.
A Muppet Family Christmas
is a crossover movie featuring

the four major branches of the
Muppet family, including those
from The Muppet Show (obviously), Sesame Street, Fraggle Rock
and Muppet Babies.
This is a perfect Christmas
movie.
Merry Christmas, Happy
Holidays, and be sure to watch
out for the icy patch!

slippers with snowflake patterns on my feet. I am fully invested in sharing my top three
Christmas carols. Let’s begin!
First on the ‘love’ list is
Baby, It’s Cold Outside. There’s a
certain amount of controversy
around this song – by today’s
standards, the lyrics are kind of
rapey, but in the original context in 1944, it’s more easily
explained as a couple shirking
societal convention and spending an evening unchaperoned.
(It helps that when I was a fan
of Glee, Kurt and Blaine were
my favourite couple and this

was their first duet.)
Next on the list is I’ll Be
Home For Christmas, which
makes me happy because for
my family, Christmas has always been a time to be together. In my lifetime, there’s only
been one Christmas where my
family hasn’t been together,
and that was because my dad
was doing an out-of-country
construction job. My favourite
singer of this carol is Michael
Buble, due to my unabashed
love for smooth jazz.
The third favourite on this
list is Little Drummer Boy. I’m

not a religious person, but this
song speaks to me. The point
of view that it’s told from, that
of a child, is innocent and impassioned. It’s one of my favourites to sing along to (loudly
and badly) in the car.
Honourable mentions go
to anything that Pentatonix
has made a cover of. The most
recent cover that they have arranged and made a video for
is God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen,
which is on their newest album
A Pentatonix Christmas. Their
arrangement of the late Leonard Cohen’s Hallelujah is also on

the album, and I’ve had it on
repeat for the last three weeks.
There are only two things
that I have banned from my
Christmas playlist: anything by
Mariah Carey, and any rendition of Santa Baby. I just can’t
do it.
Happy holidays, BU, and
good luck with the rest of your
finals!

Christmas (meanwhile, her parents are Christmas fanatics providing some comic relief) and
the friendly ghost helps her get
into the spirit of the season.
Stepping away from the
movies that can’t quite let go
of Halloween, we’ll take a look
into Whoville. How The Grinch
Stole Christmas (2000), directed
by Ron Howard, is a live action
take on the 1966 movie by the
same name (directed by Chuck
Jones and Ben Washam). Both
movies are adaptations of Dr.
Seuss’ children’s book, again of
the same name. I can’t honestly
say which of the film adaptations I like best; the narration
of the animated movie is nostalgic as I watched this version
many times at my grandparents
house, yet Jim Carrey’s over the
top Grinch pairs so well with
Taylor Momsen’s Cindy Lou
Who in the live-action version.
The story revolves around The
Grinch, a being who hates
Christmas and resolves that the
only way to fix the season is to
steal all of the holiday decorations and presents on Christmas Eve. Either way, this is

definitely a movie to see if you
haven’t already, and Netflix currently features the live-action
version on their platform.
While there are many more
movies on Netflix that deserve
mention, I’ll just talk about one
more. Christmas With the Kranks
(2004), directed by Joe Roth, is
a love it or leave it kind of film.
With a mere 5.2/10 IMDB rating, 5% rating on Rotten Tomatoes, and a roughly 3.25/5
star rating on Netflix, it’s clear
that some people simply don’t
care for this brand of comedy. In the movie Luther and
Nora Krank’s only daughter
has flown the nest and they
don’t anticipate her coming
home for Christmas. In the
past, the two were very faithful about celebrating the holiday, but decide to instead take
a vacation and book tickets to
a cruise which sets their whole
neighbourhood in an uproar.
Their plans however aren’t set
in stone, and may change as
new developments arise in the
holiday season. I’m personally
a fan of this movie, mostly because I have a firm belief that

any Christmas movie that Tim
Allen is in is pure gold.
Now if you don’t have
Netflix or are looking for some
other movies to watch this holiday season, then I have another
recommendation for you.
The Santa Clause movie trilogy (1994, 2002, and 2006).
Really, the
first movie
(directed
by John
Pa s q u i n )
is my favourite of
the three,
but I won’t
say no to
wa t ch i n g
the sequels
(directed
by Michael
Lembeck)
either.
In these
movies
you follow
an ordinary man,
played by
Tim Allen, as he

becomes Santa Clause, and as
he navigates everything that
becoming Santa entails (giving up his normal life, finding
a wife, and still maintaining his
relationship with his family.)
Here’s hoping you enjoy
whatever you watch, and have
a happy holiday season.

house. He plans to surprise his
mother. Little does he know
his mother has plans to spend
Christmas in Malibu, and has
rented out the farmhouse to a
gentleman named Doc and his
dog Sprocket, and all they want
is a nice quiet Christmas.
Cue the arrival of Fozzie
and his friends. Plans quickly
change for Doc, Sprocket and
Emily Bear, as they quickly
change their plans and put on a
Christmas celebration, as more

Song Roundup: The Best
Ariele Kehler, Assistant Editor-in-Chief

M

y house is currently devoid of all festivity because my roommates hate joy.
Our tree is still in storage, and
any time I attempt to put on
holiday music, I get shot down.
You see, we all work in retail.
For roughly eight hours a day,
every single shift, we hear a
horrific compilation of Christmas carols – often the same
four or five with various remixes and artists.
As I sit here, I have a lovely cup of Snow Day tea from
DAVIDs TEA, the animated
Grinch on the TV, and fuzzy

and

Worst Christmas Carols

Movie Roundup: Netflix’s Holiday Offerings
Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief

W

ith six dozen movies
making the ranks of the
highest rated movies on Netflix classed as “Holiday Favourites”, there’s something for
everyone this winter season.
Topping the ranks on Netflix, and in my heart, is Tim
Burton’s Disney masterpiece,
The Nightmare Before Christmas
(1993). This show is appropriate to watch any time of year,
but especially during both the
Halloween and Christmas seasons. Jack, the Pumpkin King
of Halloweentown, has grown
bored with his stagnant holiday, and after stumbling upon
Christmastown decides that
he’s going to highjack Christmas. The ensuing chaos is hilarious, proving that everyone
can use a little holiday spirit,
and that the old saying of “if it
isn’t broken then don’t fix it” is
still applicable.
Another movie that brings
some of Halloween’s charm to
the Christmas season is Casper’s
Haunted Christmas (2000), directed by Owen Hurley. In the
movie Casper comes across
a young girl who doens’t like
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Gifts For The Person Who Has Everything
Krista Murray, Web Content Coordinator

W

e all have those people
in our lives who are hard
to buy for. They have everything, or anytime they want
something they just go and buy
it for themselves. Let’s face it,
most of us have everything we
could every possibly want and
need. So, what do you get for
someone who has everything,
or who hates stuff ?
Instead of buying them
something that will sit in a cupboard unused, or on a shelf

collecting dust, get them something consumable, or an experience.
Some of my favourite consumables are gifts of food. I
for one love cheese, and there
is nothing greater than opening a present to discover it
is full of cheese. Specifically,
cheese your student budget
does not normally allow you
to purchase. The Snowdonia
cheeses come sealed in wax
costing about $10 per cheese,

Gifts That Won’t Break
Ariele Kehler, Assistant Editor-in-Chief

A

fter digging up an archived copy of The Quill
from December 16th, 2014, I
have discovered that I am still
a broke university student.
Therefore, I’m here to provide
Crappy Craft Gifts: round 2!
For Friends:
Let’s face it guys. They’re
probably as broke as we are.
They’re also equally in need of
drinks. Recall the 2014 idea of
decorated mason jars. Take it
one step further, and fill your
bedazzled mason jar with hot
chocolate mix. Top the powdered cocoa with mini marshmallows. Seal the mason jar, tie
a cute little bow with twine –
and maybe tie a little bottle of
kahlua or Bailey’s (or equivalent
knock off) on as well.
For Your BFF:
This one requires a little
more effort. Your BFF loves
you, and you love them. You
want to show them a little appreciation without breaking the
bank. My go-to for my bestie is
finding either something she’d
love online or instore, like a
book, sweater, or even a gift
card towards something she’d
like, such as a tattoo or larger
item she’d had her eye on in
a small denomination, paired
with a cheap wine. Decorate
the bottle with glitter, tinsel,

the

Bank

or pom-poms and googly eyes
to make a cute winter animal
(penguin, reindeer, polar bear,
etc.). Then we get drunk together, because what better gift
is there than the gift of time?
For Your Family:
Isn’t
your
presence
enough? Well, if not, don’t fret!
Get yourself a skein of yarn
and a crochet hook or knitting
needles and pull up a YouTube
tutorial for mittens and a hat.
If your skill level is like mine,
however, just make them a
scarf for the third year in a row
– that’s my plan! If you aren’t
crafty in the ways of yarn, create a scrapbook. This is a gift
appropriate for any close family member, from your sibling(s)
to your grandparents. Gather
up photos and momentos
from years past, get some
cute stickers and colourful
paper, and have a good time
putting together something
your family member will
treasure forever.
For Your Significant
Other:
Gather up all of the
photos you’ve taken together over the last year.
Pick out one where you’re
both smiling and have your
eyes open. Head down to
your local Wal-Mart and

Canadian National Institute
Ashlyn Pearce, Editor-in-Chief

E

veryone is busy this time
of year with exams, family
obigations, work, and whatever
else demands your time. Finding time to shop for presents to
gift to those important people
in your life can be a challenge,
but after that you still have to
find the time and patience to
wrap those presents.
So, you may not have the
floor space right now to wrap
the sweater that you got for

and come in a variety of delicious flavours. Another option
is a Brie gift basket, get a wheel
of brie, some toppers, and tiny
Paris toasts, and you have one
awesome gift.
Chocolate is another
great consumable. As with the
cheese, go with something a
little fancier, get the nice chocolate, or the weird flavoured
chocolate (dark chocolate with
lemon and black pepper is surprisingly good).

love musicals and the ballet,
check out wmca.ca for upcoming shows and events. Do they
love skiing or snowboarding?
Get them passes to Minnedosa
or to Assessippi.
Giving cash feels so impersonal, and you want to give
someone something they will
enjoy. So why not give them
great memories instead of
something that they will have
to regularly dust.

get it blown up or
made into a canvas
to hang on your wall
for eternity – or at
least until you take a
cuter selfie. You can
download the WalMart photo app on
Apple or Android
devices, or take the
photo in on a flash
drive or SD card. If
you’re not one for
photos, and you have
any degree of musical talent, access to
a computer, microphone, and recording software, make
your S.O. a CD of
their favourite songs.

A scarf and the beginnings of a mitten. Photo Credit Ariele Kehler.

for the

your brother, or maybe you
don’t have very much confidence in your ability to wrap
the book you got for your
friend in an aesthetically pleasing way. Gift wrapping is hard,
and frustrating, and this should
be a universally known fact.
Luckily for you, if you don’t
want to spend money on wrapping paper, bows, ribbon, tags,
and whatever else you need
to wrap presents, you can get

Beer and wine also make
good gifts for those who drink.
And for those who don’t, try
something like aftershave or
bubble bath.
For the more adventurous, get them an experience
for Christmas. Escape the Final Countdown sells gift certificates at $25 per person. If
your friend or family member
loves movies, get them gift
cards to the Movie Theater, or
the Evans Theatre. Maybe they

Blind Gift Wrapping

someone else to do it for you.
Each year the Brandon branch
of the Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB) holds
a fundraising event though the
month of December. If you’re
shopping in the Shoppers Mall,
then feel free to take your purchases to their gift wrapping
centre, located by guest services
where Safeway used to be, and
they will happily wrap your gift
for you. The cost to have a gift
thequill.ca | Dec. 13th 2016

wrapped is a donation, and no
gift is too small or large to be
wrapped. All of the proceeds
will be going to CNIB.
So when can you drop
off gifts to be wrapped by the
CNIB’s volunteers? They’ll be
open right up to, and including,
the 24th of December, giving
you plenty of time to get your
shopping done. From now until
December 23rd their hours are
9:30am until 9:00pm Monday

through Saturday, and 11:00am
until 5:00pm on Sundays. On
December 24th they’ll be open
from 9:30am until 5:00pm.
A special thanks goes out
to the Shoppers Mall for donating the venue space, gift wrap,
and bows, required to run this
fundraising campaign.
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Snowy Grace

Michael Penner, Writing Contest Runner Up

T

he ragged man, ravaged
by decades of delirium,
rounded the ice-slicked corner
to meet with another fluff of
snow from one of the store
roofs land on his hatted head.
Winter was beautiful to him and
he welcomed the white, crystalline precipitation. Even as the

coldness of winter gnawed at
any of his exposed flesh, which
the ragged man was excessively
bundled with rags to prevent
frostbite or hypothermia, he
couldn’t help but concede to
the whiteness. It was one of
those only limited sights where
he could find hope.

Want to read more of Michael’s
story? Head on over to www.thequill.
ca where the whole story will be featured on The Quill’s website!

Quill Classifieds
We want you!
If you like to write, take
pictures,or draw things,
you should work for The Quill!
We can offer a cool office to nap
in and tuition rebates.
Email us at eic@thequill.ca!

Notice:
The Quill will be taking a short
hiatus through the holiday
season.
We will return to our regular
weekly publication on
January 4th, 2017.

Disclaimer:
Some of the articles in this issue
mention or feature aspects of
other works of fiction.
All mentioned works belong to
their original authors/creators,
and are used in acknowledgement of their presence in popculture.
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People’s Market Place
32 13th Street
We have the furniture you need at
the prices you can afford
(204)727-4708
visit us on Facebook at
People’s Market Place
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