
Friday, august 4

10:00 – 10:30 Welcome and opening lecture – Arkady Martine (AnnaLinden Weller)

10:30 – 11:30 panel: The SpecTre of empire haunTing Sff

Panelists: Patrick Nielsen Hayden, Amal el-Mohtar, 
Max Gladstone, Lydia Spielberg

Moderator: Elizabeth Bear

11:30 – 12:00 coFFee

12:00 – 1:00 paper session: from arrakiS To conSTanTinople: ByzanTiniSm in frank 
herBerT’S dune.
Moderator/Discussant: Scott Lynch

Brett M Rogers – “(False?) Byzantinisms in Dune”

Maximilian Lau – “Princess-Historians: Interpreting Irulan Corrino and 
Anna Komnene”

1:00 – 2:00 panel: Space empireS: roman or poST-roman? aka: rhomaioi and  
BarBaroi in Space

Panelists: Liz Bourke, Ann Leckie, Arkady Martine 
(AnnaLinden Weller), Max Lau, Lydia Spielberg

Moderator: Teresa Nielsen Hayden

2:00 – 3:00 lunch

3:00 – 4:00 paper session: Science-ficTional Travel and The legacieS of medieval 
empire.
Moderator/Discussant: Ada Palmer

Julia Unterhinninghofen – “Empires, connected and far-reaching: what the 
speeds of travel tell us”

Fran Wilde – “Medieval Dreams of Flight and Their Influence on Science 
Fiction”
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saturday, august 5

4:00 – 5:00

5:00 – 5:45

panel: (poST-roman) medieval liTeraTure aS a SourceBook for Sff

Panelists: Ada Palmer, Teresa Nielsen Hayden, 
Amal el-Mohtar, Jo Walton

Moderator: Max Gladstone

11:00 – 11:30 coFFee

10:00 – 11:00 panel: hiSTorieS of The fuTure: apocalypSe aS a fuTure-STaTe, endS of The 
world, and The fall of empireS.

Panelists: Elizabeth Bear, Olof Heilo, Mia Sereno 
(Likhain), Arkady Martine (AnnaLinden Weller)

Moderator: Amal el-Mohtar

12:30 – 1:45 lunch

1:45 – 3:00 paper session: imaginary & conTrafacTual ByzanTiumS.

Moderator/Discussant: Jo Walton

Ellen Söderblom Saarela – “Fantasies of Female Agency: Partonopeu de Blois 
and Imaginary Byzantium”

Olof Heilo & Tonje Sorensen – “A Holistic Utopia? Byzantium in Contrafactic 
Historical Fiction”

guest lecture: przemySlaw marciniak (univerSiTy of SileSia) “The icon 
of decadence. The imagery of Byzantium in the modern Polish speculative 
fiction.”

11:30 – 12:30 panel: ByzanTiumS in SpeculaTive ficTion – kay, TurTledove and oTherS

Panelists: Patrick Nielsen Hayden, Ann Leckie, 
Tonje Sorensen, Fran Wilde

Moderator: Liz Bourke

Athena Andreadis (as read by Arkady Martine (AnnaLinden Weller)) – “A 
(Mail)coat of Many Colors – Unsung Songs of the Akritai”
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3:00 – 4:00 round TaBle & open diScuSSion: What has athens to do With 
Jerusalem – or Byzantium to do With the 21st century? can We imagine a 
‘Byzantine’ Future, and iF so, ought We?

oF

sunday, august 6

10:00 – 11:00 panel: empire and iTS diSSidenTS: reading The SpeculaTive ficTion of empire and 
conqueST Through poSTcolonial eyeS

Panelists: Mia Sereno (Likhain), Aliette de Bodard, 
Amal el-Mohtar, Max Gladstone

Moderator: Arkady Martine (AnnaLinden Weller)

11:00 – 11:30 coFFee

11:30 – 12:30 paper session: diSSenT, memory, and The perSiSTence of empire in  
hiSToriography.

Moderator/Discussant: Brett Rogers

Lydia Spielberg – “Where they blow up a planet, they call it peace: (Outer) 
spaces of dissent in classicizing historiography and 21st century speculative 
fiction”

Liz Bourke – “Reconquering Rome: Justinian's Shadow in Speculative 
Fiction”

12:30 – 1:30 panel: afTer The decline and fall: decadence in Sff

Panelists: Arkady Martine (AnnaLinden Weller), 
Ada Palmer, Aliette de Bodard, Elizabeth Bear, 
Teresa Nielsen Hayden

Moderator: Fran Wilde

1:30 – 2:00 Final discussion, Wrap-up, Future plans

2:30 – 4:00 lunch For speakers


