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Homily on the Meeting of the Lord
by

St. Theophan the Recluse
What a tender scene the Meeting of the Lord shows us! The venerable elder Simeon, holding the infant
God in his hands, on either side of him are the righteous Joseph and the Most Holy Mother of God. Not far
away is the Prophetess Anna, an eighty-year-old faster and woman of prayer. Their eyes are all directed toward the Savior. Their attention is absorbed by Him and they drink in spiritual sweetness from Him, which
feeds their souls. You can judge for yourself how blessed was the state of these souls!
However, brethren, we are called not only to think about this blessedness, but also to taste it in reality, for
all are called to have and carry the Lord in themselves, and to disappear in Him with all the powers of their
spirit. When we have reached that state, then our blessedness will be no lower than that of those who participated in the Meeting of the Lord. They were blessed who saw it; we shall be blessed who have not seen,
but believed. Pay attention. I will show you briefly how to achieve this. Here is what you should do.
1. First of all, repent. Remember that nothing must be done in spiritual life without repentance. No matter
what anyone endeavors to seek, let the beginning of it be repentance. Just as a house cannot be built without a foundation, nor a field be sown or planted without first being cleared, so also without repentance we
cannot begin our spiritual search; anything begun without repentance was begun in vain. Thus, first of all,
repent—that is, weep over everything bad that you have done, and resolve to do only what is pleasing to
God. This will be like turning your gaze and your whole body towards the path of meeting the Lord, and
taking the initial step upon that path.
2. Next, keep this state of repentance constant; establish for yourself a manner of life and conduct that
would make every step or movement something directing your attention to our Lord and Savior. Such an
order of life will establish itself naturally, if: a) you do everything that you do for the Glory of the Lord and
Savior, for Christ's sake. Here we mean not only great deeds, but all deeds. For, seeing and hearing, silence
and speaking, food and drink, sitting and walking, work and rest can all be dedicated to the Lord and sanctified by His All-Holy Name. There isn't a minute when we are not doing something; so, by thus dedicating
your activity, you will be meeting the Lord minute by minute, directing all of your activities to His glory.
You can even more conveniently do this and reap fruits from it if you also: b) insert into the order of your
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daily activities the practice of prayer—both in church and at home; and in general make it your rule
to be a strict fulfiller of all the rules and order of the Holy Church to the last iota, without vain elaboration and distorted commentary, and with simplicity of heart. As the content of all prayer is the Lord
and our turning to Him, by doing it and participating in it you will be meeting the Lord through your
heart's sympathy and delight. If after this: c) you fill all your interim time with reading the Scriptures
about the Lord, listening to talks about Him, or with your own contemplation of Him and the great
work of salvation that He wrought on earth, then you will see for yourself that nothing will remain
within us or outside of us that does not bring remembrance of the Lord, bring Him to your attention,
or carry your spirit to meet Him.
3. Just the same, you should not forget that all of these labors and occupations are only preparation.
You should not stop at them, but rather strive onward. Just as food taken in rough form later imbues
refined elements needed for life, so must these occupations performed visibly and tangibly turn into a
spirit of a very refined inclination or striving toward the Lord. Namely, the labor of consecrating all
our activities to the Lord should have the quality of reaching with our whole soul's desire only for the
Lord; when we do all our prayers or attend the Divine services, a feeling should form in our hearts of
accord only with the Lord and what is His. Underlying our reading and hearing the Holy Scripture
about the Lord should only be the eager directing of our mind's attention toward the Lord alone.
These labors are that very working of the field, and these strivings are the growth of what has been
sown. The first are the stem and branches, the latter are the flower and fruit. When these inclinations
come up in us, it will mean that our spirit has gone out with all its consciousness and disposition to
meet the Lord. Since the Lord is everywhere, and He Himself seeks to meet with our spirit, their mutual meeting will then come about by itself. From that moment on, our spirit will begin to taste the
blessedness of Righteous Simeon; that is, it will begin to bear in the embrace of its powers a striving
for the Lord, Who is its complete satiety and satisfaction. This is what is called tasting the Lord, rest in
Him, mentally standing before the Lord, walking in the presence of the Lord, and ceaseless prayer—the object of all God's saints' labor, desire, and seeking.
I wish that all of you who celebrate the Meeting of the Lord be vouchsafed this blessing. If anyone
complains that he would like the fruit but the labor it takes to get it is too hard, the answer is: Good.
There is an easier method, a method simpler than the one laid out. Here it is! Repent; then, with zeal
for keeping all of God's commandments, walk unfailingly in the Lord's presence, striving for Him
with all your mind's attention, all your heart's feelings, and all your will's desires. If you thus dispose
yourself, you will soon meet the Lord. He will come down to you and abide in you, as in the embrace
of Righteous Simeon. There is no other way to lighten the labor needed to seek a meeting with the
Lord. The Jesus Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, is powerful and strong to
help in this work. Again, however, not by itself; but under the condition that all the strength of our
spirit be directed toward the Lord! Be sober, be vigilant (1 Pet. 5:8). Seek those things which are above
… and your life is hid with Christ in God (Col. 3:1, 3). Then, having become one in spirit with the
Lord (cf. 1 Cor. 6:17), you will behold and embrace the Lord, and your heart shall rejoice, and your joy
no man taketh from you (Jn 16:22), neither in this age, nor in the age to come. Amen.
-translated by Nun Cornelia (Rees)
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February
Schedule
Thursday, February 2.
The Meeting of the Lord.
Orthros
Divine Liturgy.
Sunday, February 5.
The Publican and the Pharisee.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

᾽Ημερολόγιον
Φεβρουαρίου
9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Πέμπτη, 2 Φεβρουαρίου.
Ἠπαπαντή τοῦ Σωτήρος.
Ὄρθρος
Θεία Λειτουργία.

8:45 AM
10:00 AM

Κυριακή, 5 Φεβρουαρίου.
Τελώνου καἰ Φαρισσαίου.
Ὄρθρος.
Θεία Λειτουργία.

No Fasting this Week
Friday, February 10.
St. Haralambos.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.
Sunday, February 12.
The Prodigal Son.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.
Saturday, February 18.
Saturday of Souls.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy & Memorial.
Sunday, February 19.
Meatfare.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Παρασκευή, 10 Φεβρουαρίου.
Ἁγίου Χαραλάμπους.
Ὄρθρος.
Θεία Λειτουργία.

8:40 AM
10:00 AM

Κυριακή, 12 Φεβρουαρίου.
Τοῦ Ἀσώτου.
Ὄρθρος.
Θεία Λειτουργία.

9:00 AM
10:00 AM

Σάββατον, 18 Φεβρουαρίου.
Ψυχοσάββατον.
Ὄρθρος.
Θεία Λειτουργία & Μνημόσυνον.

8:40 AM
10:00 AM

Κυριακή, 19 Φεβρουαρίου.
Τῆς Ἀπόκρεω
Ὄρθρος.
Θεία Λειτουργία.

No meat this week. Dairy allowed every day.
Sunday, February 26.
Cheesefare.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.
Forgiveness Vespers

8:40 AM
10:00 AM
1:00 PM

Κυριακή, 26 Φεβρουαρίου..
Τῆς Τυρινῆς.
Ὄρθρος..
Θεία Λειτουργία.
Ἐσπερινὸς Συγχωρήσεως.

The Beginning of the Great and Holy 40-Day Fast
Monday, February 27.
Pure Monday.
Great Compline.

6:00 PM

Δευτέρα, 27 Φεβρουαρίου.
Καθαρά Δευτέρα.
Μέγα Ἀπόδειπνον.

Tuesday, February 28.
Great Compline.

6:00 PM

Τρίτη, 28 Φεβρουαρίου.
Μέγα Ἀπόδειπνον.
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March
Schedule

Ἠμερολόγιον
Μαρτίου

Wednesday, March 1.
Pre-sanctified Divine Liturgy.
Great Compline.

9:00 AM
6:00 PM

Τετάρτη, 1 Μαρτίου.
Λειτουργία τῶν Προηγιασμένων Δώρων.
Μέγα Ἀπόδειπνον.

Thursday, March 2.
Great Compline.

6:00 PM

Πέμπτη, 2 Μαρτίου.
Μέγα Ἀπόδειπνον.

Friday, March 3.
1st Salutations of the Theotokos.

6:00 PM

Παρασκευή, 3 Μαρτίου.
Α´ Χαιρετισμοι.

Sunday, March 5. Sunday of Orthodoxy.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.
Sunday, March 12.
St. Gregory Palamas.
Turn Clocks Ahead 1 Hour.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.
Wednesday, March 15.
Pre-sanctified Divine Liturgy.
Friday, March 17.
2nd Salutations of the Theotokos
Sunday, March 19. Veneration of Holy Cross.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.
Wednesday, March 22.
Pre-sanctified Liturgy in Spartanburg.
Friday, March 24.
3rd Salutations of the Theotokos
Saturday, March 25.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

8:40 AM
10:00 AM

Κυριακή, 5 Μαρτίου. Τῆς Ὀρθοδοξίας.
Ὄρθρος.
Θεία Λειτουργία.

8:40 AM
10:00 AM

Κυριακή, 12 Μαρτίου.
Γρηγορίου Παλαμᾶ
Γυρίστε τὰ Ρολόγια Μπροστὰ 1 Ὥρα.
Ὄρθρος.
Θεία Λειτουργία.

9:00 AM

Τετάρτη, 15 Μαρτίου.
Λειτουργία τῶν Προηγιασμένων Δώρων.

6:00 PM
8:40 AM
10:00 AM
6:00 PM

Wednesday, March 29.
Pre-sanctified Liturgy in Greenville.
Friday, March 31.
4th Salutations of the Theotokos

Κυριακή, 19 Μαρτίου. Σταυροπροσκυνήσεως.
Ὄρθρος.
Θεία Λειτουργία.
Τετάρτη, 22 Μαρτίου.
Προϊασμένη Λειτουργία στό Spartanburg.
Παρασκευή, 24 Μαρτίου..
Γ´ Χαιρετισμοί τῆς Θεοτόκου.

6:00 PM

The Annunciation.

Sunday, March 26. St. John of the Ladder.
Orthros.
Divine Liturgy.

Παρασκευή, 17 Μαρτίου.
Β´ Χαιρετισμοί τῆς Θεοτόκου.

Σάβ. 25 Μαρτ.
9:00 AM
10:00 AM
8:40 AM
10:00 AM

Εὐαγγελισμὸς τῆς Θεοτόκου.
Ὄρθρος.
Θεία Λειτουργία.

Κυριακή, 26 Μαρτίου. Ἁγ. Ἰωάννου Κλίμακα.
Ὄρθρος.
Θεία Λειτουργία.

6:00 PM

Τετάρτη, 29 Μαρτίου.
Προϊασμένη Λειτουργία στό Greenville.

6:00 PM

Παρασκευή, 31 Μαρτίου.
Δ´ Χαιρετισμοί τῆς Θεοτόκου.
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Prosforon

Prosforon

February 5 – Linda Apostolopoulos

March 5 – Theodora Populos

February 12 – Evangelia Zourzoukis
February 19 – Katina Zoumbos

March 12 – Eleni Sakkas
March 19 – Mary Zourzoukis

February 26 - Popie Zourzoukis

March 26 - Eleni Kaltsunis

Parish Council Pangari Duty
February 5 – Richard Bass & Dean Nakos
February 12 – Pete Stathopoulos & Bruce Fleming
February 19 – Bess Crider & Nick Baxevanis
February 26 - Sokratis Katsadouros & Julie Delich
March 5 – Richard Bass & Dean Nakos
March 12 – Bruce Fleming & Nick Baxevanis
March 19 – Pete Stathopoulos & Bess Crider
March 26 - Jimmy Koutsioumbis & Sokratis Katsadouros

Coﬀee Hour and Luncheons
February 5 – 40 day Memorial Luncheon for Irene
Gailey and Georgia Xenakis.
February 12 – Nick Baxevanis and Family.
February 19 –
February 26March 5 – Hall Rented
March 12 –
March 19 –
March 26- March 25 Youth Program
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Youth Ministry
St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival
The Oratorical Festival is a youth
ministry enrichment event offered
through the Archdiocese for many,
many years. Asheville is offering it
for the first time in many years.
Thank you to our chair, Traci Fleming.
The parish festival will take place on
the following dates:
Junior Division: February 26th
Senior Division: March 5th

Please join us at our
Annual Celebration of

!

Greek
Independence

!

&

The Feast
of the
Annunciation

Youth Lenten Retreat
On February 19th, following Divine Liturgy, we are hosting a
Lenten Retreat for all who sign-up. SIGN-UPS are required on
the share site! Thank you to our coordinator Kiki Koufaliotis.

!
!

Sunday, March 26, 2017

!

Paradosis Hellenic Dance Troupes

!

Dance practices have begun!
Georgia Barlas, Meni Rantzos &
Rita Lewis will be teaching the
youth groups. Practice schedules
are listed on the share site. For
any questions, please call
Georgia Barlas 828-777-8823.

!

!

Greek School
Sunday School &
Hellenic Dance Troupes
will present a bi-lingual
presentation.

!

Youth Ministry Communication

!

Shutterfly Share Site is our main communication hub.
Stay Informed and give attention to e-mails. All
information will be sent to you through this site.
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Parish Council President’s Message - Richard Bass
February
m e a n s
Winter will
be over in
about
a
month, so
now we can
m o v e
forward with
our projects

Ministries, asking you to offer
positive things you would like to
see.
This Parish community is all of us,
so let’s have your ideas. Be
proactive when making
suggestions, offer the ways you see
it working. Looking forward for
your input.

as Spring approaches.

Recently I read a writer’s words as
they interpreted how our Lord
would speak to them. The words
felt as if HE were speaking to us.
So, I want to share it with you as
well:

As you know we have a full Parish
Council of 11 good people to work
with. We did a realignment of
Ministries; we are putting together
our goals and objectives and we are
reaching out to you to join our

Jesus Calling
by Sarah Young

“Strive To Trust ME in more and more areas of your life. Anything that
tends to make you anxious is growth opportunity. Instead of running away
from these challenges, embrace them, eager to gain all the blessings I have
hidden in the difficulties. If you believe that I am sovereign over every aspect
of your life, it is possible to trust Me in all situations. Don’t waste energy
regretting the way things are or thinking about what might have been. Start
at the present moment – accepting things exactly as they are – and search
for My way in the midst of those circumstances. Trust is like a staff you can
lean on, as you journey uphill with Me. If you are trusting in Me
consistently, the staff will bear as much of your weight as needed. Lean on,
trust, and be confident in Me with all your heart and mind”.
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Diakonia Center
Panagia Chapel Furnishings Project
The new Panagia Chapel at the Diakonia Center in Salem, SC, is progressing, and Metropolitan
Alexios announced in November his plans to fill the chapel with beautiful and classic Orthodox
furnishings: from a low, carved marble Iconostasis, crafted in the earliest style, to hand carved oak
Chanter stands, Icon stands, and Stasithia. Throughout the Diocese, church members are given the
opportunity to sponsor all or part of
the very special furniture that will
make the Panagia Chapel an example
of the best of Greek Orthodox Church
decor. Large photos of all these items
are on display in our Church Narthex,
as well as a photo and pricing page in
this issue of the newsletter. Photo at
the right, shows the completed
Chapel.
To become a sponsor, contact the
church office and leave your name.
A parish council member will get in
touch with you to complete the
necessary paperwork.

Rendering of The Panagia Chapel when completed

All donations must be received in full
by April 30, 2017.
His Eminence Metropolitan
Alexios is pleased to share these
images of the Panagia Chapel at
the Diakonia Retreat Center in
Salam, SC. It is being constructed
with an engineering team that
includes 14 craftsmen from
Greece.
This team, shown at right, has built
twenty churches in Greece and
other European countries over the
past forty years.
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granddaughter, Yianna. In 1991, the Lord
blessed them with another grandchild, granting
their daughter Katina and son-in-law John their
son Yianni.
Mr. Kappas was a man with many talents, the
greatest of which was his love of others. It was
this love that touched so many lives, richly
e n d o w i n g o t h e r s w i t h h i s g e n e r o s i t y,
encouragement, kindness, hospitality and joy.
His greatest Treasure was his love of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, which he so generously
sought to share with everyone. His second
greatest Treasure was his family, especially his
wife and soul mate, Angeliki. He will be
remembered for his many roles as a master
gardener, chef, professor, gifted storyteller,
historian and businessman.

At Christmas time, the father of one of our
parishioners, Katina Hansen, fell asleep in the
Lord in Winston-Salem. Katina and John are
the owners of the Blue Ridge Bakery in
Brevard. The following is the obituary for
Katina’s father. God rest his soul and grant
peace to his loved ones! — Father Michael

Mr. Kappas is survived by his wife, Angeliki; his
daughter, Katina and her husband John; his
daughter-in-law, Nitsa; and his precious
grandchildren, Yianna and Yianni. In the final
years of his life, George Kappas expressed a
secret desire to become a soldier of Christ by
donning the monastic habit. His dream was
realized 23 hours before his repose, as he was
tonsured a Great Schema Monk in the Orthodox
Christian Faith, receiving the new name of

GEORGE KAPPAS
07/15/1932 - 12/24/2016
On Christmas Eve 2016, barely two hours before
the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, George
Kappas, 84, reposed, forever closing his eyes to
this world but opening them to witness the
Glory of the Newborn Savior.
George Kappas was born to pious parents Fr.
John and Panagiota in Mouzillo, Evrytania
Greece in 1932. He immigrated to the United
States in 1951 and settled in NC. In 1959, he
married Angeliki Bazos. Mr. and Mrs. Kappas
were blessed with two children, Katina and John.
In 1987, their son John was taken into God's
Kingdom through a sudden illness. Despite this
immense sadness, five months later God
comforted them and their daughter-in-law,

Father John, after his patron saint, St. John the
Almsgiver, Patriarch of Alexandria.
Father John was buried on Monday, December
26 at 2:00 PM, at the Holy Greek Orthodox
Monastery of Panagia Prousiotissa located at
404 Warner Road, Troy, NC 27371. In lieu of
flowers, the family requests that donations be
mailed to the Holy Monastery of Panagia
Prousiotissa and/or the Holy Monastery of
Panagia Pammakaristos located at 1631 Creasy
Road, Lawsonville, NC 27022.

Nitsa, with the birth of a beautiful
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PHILOPTOCHOS
WHAT IS PHILOPTOCHOS?
While the Greek word “philoptochos” means “friends of the poor”, it
does not begin to describe the many facets of the organization that
chose this name. The Greek Orthodox women of Philoptochos are
involved in all areas of philanthropy. Whether it be on a global scale,
helping earthquake and tsunami victims, or helping a struggling
parishioner to pay a bill, Philoptochos seeks to serve those in need. Following
the dictates of Christ, we seek to aid those who are in physical or emotional pain,
work in homeless shelters, conduct food drives, raise funds for cancer, autism &
other medical needs. We help our parishes in countless ways; we extend our
hand to as many as we can. And as we do this work, we find not only the joy of
giving and helping, but in creating fellowship and treasured friendships among
our members. Philoptochos needs you. Your desire to serve and help others will
find a place of welcome in this philanthropic organization..

THE LEGACY OF PHILOPTOCHOS
“We serve where needed — as
often and as much as we
can…we are the right hand
of our Church and Greek
Community.”
Maria Chakales

“I joined right out of college
because I felt it was
important to support our
ladies efforts. In the
beginning I helped out
monetarily and as time went
on I was able to offer more of
my time & talents. I’m proud
to be a Philoptochos member
and consider it an honor to
carry on the tradition!”
Athena Poulos

Philoptochos provides the opportunity for women who are committed to actively
assist those less fortunate and to make a difference. We continue in the steps of
our mothers and grandmothers as we support national, metropolis and local
philoptochos efforts to help those in need.
Whether it is a need for ourselves or our
community or to teach others about
compassion, Greek Orthodox women are
committed to actively assist those less
fortunate and to make a difference.
We encourage those of you who are busy
with your children, your jobs and your
families to come and be a part of our
team. Even if you only have an hour or
two a month, there is a place for you and
for everyone. Join the energetic, creative, and compassionate women of the
Atlanta Metropolis Philoptochos.

Whether you are an active or supportive member,
we need your talents and skills.

Whether you are an active or supportive member, whether you like to cook,
decorative arts, floral arrangements, sales and marketing, planning, soup
kitchens, fund raising events for the hungry and those in need, cooperating in
activities to support our community, increasing awareness in issues that affect
us and our families through participation in instructional and educational
programs and lectures.
We need your talents and skills. All women of our Church are invited to
experience the beauty that can be found in a life of service to others and you are
encouraged to contact Athena Poulos, Chapter President or Sue Arakas,
Chapter Treasurer for details on how you can join.
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PHILOPTOCHOS
AGIA TRIADA OF ASHEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA

2017
CALENDAR
GeneralMembership
Meeting Dates:
Sunday, Feb. 19
Sunday, March 12
Sunday, April 30
Check Cooking
Dates to the Right
Palm Sunday Lunch
Set Up:
Week of April 3-7
Palm Sunday Lunch
Sunday, April 9
Name Day Event
Monday, June 5
We are looking for
wait staff, servers,
set up & breakdown
helpers for our Palm
Sunday Event.
Please Contact :
Athena Poulos
828-712-3962 Cell

azpoulos@hotmail.com

St. Stephen’s Summer Camp
Scholarship Offered
We have offered this annual scholarship since
2005. Please notice that the St. Stephen’s Camp
Scholarship Guidelines are in this
month’s
newsletter.

S
W

NE

We have extended the
deadline for
application to March 15, 2017.
Don’t delay submitting your application to the
Church Office, since camp registration OPENS
March 28, 2017 and there are only 4 camp
sessions which fill up quickly!
The cost per camper is $400 this year.
For more info regarding Camp dates and
requirements: atlmetropolis.org/youth

Calling all Holy Trinity Women!
Let’s Go! Let's Encourage Each Other!
The Metropolis of Atlanta Philoptochos Spiritual
Retreat will be held at the Diakonia Center in
Salem, SC March 17-19. Father Stavros will be
the presenter at this retreat and it will be
wonderful to catch up with him and his family.
All women are encouraged to attend! Details
elsewhere in this month’s publication.
Contact Athena Poulos: azpoulos@hotmail.com
828-299-7743 Home
828-712-3962 Cell

Vasilopita Efforts Raise $900 for
St. Basil’s Academy
This year’s Silent Auction held in December
brought in $415 for the school.
The Community Vasilopita cutting was very
successful this year, raising $485.
This is the highest amount of money raised in
many years and we thank each of you for your
generosity. — Athena Poulos, Chapter President
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PS Luncheon
Cooking Dates for
Ladies & Gents
(Dates are subject to change
Watch weekly Church bulletin or
check with the office.)

Mon. 8 AM Feb. 6 Men
Tues. 8 AM Feb. 7 Both
Meatballs
Tues. 8 AM Feb. 21 Men
Tues. 5 PM Feb. 21 Both
Spanakopita
Mon. 8AM Feb. 27 Men
Tues. 8 AM Feb. 28 Both
Pastichio
Fri. 8AM March 10
Bread
Tues. 8 AM March 21
All day — All Pastries
Need many hands, please!
Week of April 3 - 8
We need help setting up & with
making diples. Please reserve
some time to help out!
That schedule will follow.

ANNUAL PALM
SUNDAY LUNCHEON
WILL BE SUNDAY,
APRIL 9th
10:30 am - 2 pm

Metropolis of Atlanta Philoptochos
11th Annual Spiritual Retreat
All women of the Metropolis are welcome!

Share in worship, education and fellowship on 210 acres of water, trails
and scenery that reveal the beauty of God’s creation.

“Encouraging Each Other”
Presented by

Fr. Stavros N. Akrotirianakis, Protopresbyter
St. John GOC in Tampa, Florida
(former Priest of Asheville’s Holy Trinity GOC)

March 17 - 19, 2017
Diakonia Retreat Center, Salem, SC
Contact Athena Poulos for local info on attending!
azpoulos@hotmail.com or 828-712-3962 Cell

https://atlantametropolisphiloptochos.org
14
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Calling all GOYANs!

Make your plans to attend St. Stephen’s Camp NOW!
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at Holy Trinity of Asheville
Steve & Dora Katsadouros
Jimmy & Jenny Koutsioumbis
George & Ida Kroi
George Lamprinakos
Patrick & Rita Lewis
Christos & Vivian Loukas
James & Karen McGovern
Chris & Varvara Moutos
Dean Nakos
Vasil & Etlena Nune
Catherine & Gabriel Ortiz
Chris & Vicky Papakonstantinou
Arthur & Laurie Pappas
Mary Pappas
Gus Poulos
Mary Poulos
Val & Andrew Prytyskach
Kostas & Emily Rantzos
Nick & Meni Rantzos
Paul & Steffie Rantzos
Nicholas & Alyssa Sellas
Ourania Sellas
Konstantinos & Evelyn Siatis
Stamatia Sigman
Jim & Virginia Soufleris
Gus & Melissa Stamatiades
John & Effie Stamatiades
Perry & Fay Stamatiades
Peter Stathopoulos
Jimmy & Sophia Tziavelis
Benton Urquhart
Anna Xenakis
Dr. Hope Xenakis & Ray Dean
Bill Zaferis
Steve & Frosene Zeis
Christos & Katina Zoumbos
Chris & Adamantia Zourzoukis
Constantine G. Zourzoukis
Dimitrios G. Zourzoukis
Gus & Popie Zourzoukis
Mary F. Zourzoukis

2017 STEWARDS OF
HOLY TRINITY GREEK ORTHODOX
CHURCH AS OF 1/24 /2017
Darryl & Mary Addington
Assef & Hiyam Alnasraween
Linda Apostolopoulos
Pete & Paula Apostolopoulos
Catherine Arakas
Sideris & Sue Arakas
Gus & Ismini Barlas
Richard & Mickie Bass
Nick & Laura Baxevanis
Bernard & Milagro Blanco
Mary Chakales
Pete & Patty Chakales
Nick & Maria Collias
Bill Constantinou
Steve & Helen Constantinou
Steven & Bess Crider
John & Gerri Critikos
Kay Demos
John & Julie Delich
Gus Dermas
John Dermas
Yotty Dermas
Demitrios & Stamatia Dotsikas
Andrea Dray
Irene Evangelatos
Evangelos & Holly Fallias
John & Katherine Faherty
Bruce & Traci Fleming
John & Katina Hansen
Antonios & Stavroula Iliou
Crisler & Ginny Johnson
Mary Johnson
Andrew & June Kallianos
Steve Kalogerakis
Jimmy & Erenie Katsadouros

Total pledges:
78
Total pledged: $81,409
Avg. pledge: $ 1,071
Rec'd to date: $ 25,005
FRIENDS OF HTGOC
Konstantinos & Aphrodite Pistiolis
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If you do it just because
no one else will…it’s a job!
If you do it to serve God…it’s a ministry!
If you quit because someone
criticized you…it’s a job!
If you kept on serving in spite of
challenges…it’s a ministry!

Some people have
a job in the church.
Others involve
themselves in
ministry.
What’s the
difference?

If you’ll do it only so long as
it doesn’t interfere with other things…it’s a job!
If you’re committed to staying with it,
even when it means letting other
things go…it’s a ministry!
If you quit because no one ever praised
or thanked you…it’s a job!
If you stay even though no one notices
your efforts…it’s a ministry!
If you do it because someone else said
it needs to be done…it’s a job!
If you do it because you sensed God saying
it needs to be done…it’s a ministry!
It’s hard to get excited about a job.
It’s almost impossible not to get excited
about a ministry!

Borrowed from stnicholaswilmington.org website
Written by Fr. Nick Louh, St. John, Jacksonville, FL

Some churches are filled with people doing jobs!
A growing church is filled with people
involved in ministry!
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Parish Ministry Liaisons Named
At the beginning of each year, Parish Council’s first job is to determine the
Ministry Liaisons for the coming year. This job is meant to be just this…as a
liaison, coordinating and working with a team of volunteers from our
Church Family on their specific areas of interest.
Since everyone’s time is precious, the Liaisons are sometimes hesitant
about asking individuals for their help. After all, no one likes to be told ‘No”.
So this is where YOU come in….
Will You Please Volunteer for a Ministry?
Each ministry requires many hands to perform at it’s best. Frankly some of
our projects are overwhelming to do even with a team, but certainly more
difficult without YOU in the picture to offer your expertise (talent), and your
willingness to help (time).
Many times tasks don’t get done because the Ministry Liaison just can’t do
it alone. But, also, there is the matter of funding projects—this is where
Stewardship comes into play. We like to say, “It’s not about the money.”
But the fact is that without it we become limited in what we can accomplish
—either through hiring it done or making the necessary acquisitions.
YOUR HELP may mean projects can get done without hiring it done. And
that’s a very big help to our Parish!
This year very qualified and committed individuals are undertaking their
Ministry Liaison positions and looking forward to working with YOU! They
are listed on the back of this page along with their contact information.
Keep this contact page handy for future volunteering.
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2017 Parish Ministry Liaisons
Building & Grounds —Bruce

Philoptochos—Emily Rantzos has

Fleming, filling a one year
appointment to the Parish Council,
he will liaise with the Council and
the old Building Committee.
828-275-8739 Cell

been a member of Philoptochos for many
years and will work with the PC to
coordinate efforts to promote this vital
ministry.

Ecclesiastical— Bess Crider.

Stewardship—Jimmy Koutsioumbis

828-545-0289 Cell

Seasonal decorating of sacred
space, prosforo & koliva volunteers,
altar robe repairs, cleaning,
chanters, choir, etc.

will be working in this area. There will be
needs for volunteers as we get into
planning for the coming year.

407-920-8003 Cell

828-508-9437 Cell

Community Life— Dean

Youth Ministry—Steve Katsadouros

Nakos. All community events.
Lots of room for helpers here!
205-222-8711 Cell

will work with and support our parish
youth leaders. He will facilitate volunteers
and help direct the education & cultural
aspects of the programs.
828-692-6580 Cell

IT, Web, Communications &
Public Relations— Julie

Parish Champion - Pete
Stathopoulos with be the parish liaison
with the Metropolis.
805-455-4216

Delich. Newsletter and additional
PR efforts. Computer/web/social
media ,writers for the newsletter
welcome.
828-777-2202 Cell

Festival & Fundraising—Tom

President & Administrative —

Arakas (AKA TheFestival Man).
Welcome to all who want to share
time & talent to help make our 3
day festival even better.

Richard Bass serves as our President
for a second term and works closely with
each Liaison.
828-691-8839 Cell

828-712-8850 Cell

Phone or Text these Ministry
leaders when you want to
offer your time & talents or
with suggestions!

Outreach—Nick
Baxevanis.Visits to our elderly &
infirmed parishioners,
or if you have suggestions how
to reach out to parishioners-old
& new!
828-215-5540 Cell
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Ψυχοσάββατον
Saturday of Souls

Ὑπὲρ Ἀναπαύσεως
For Repose
Orthodox Baptismal Names
Saturday, February 18, 2017
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H T February
Happenings

Bookstore & Gift Shop News
Just in time for Great Lent!
Fr. Stavros Akrotirianakis has
published two books which will
soon be in the Bookstore:
Let All Creation Rejoice:
Reflections for Advent, the
Nativity and Epiphany
The Road Back to Christ:
Reflections on Lent, Holy
Week and the Resurrection
Price is $20 per copy.
Andrea Zourzoukis will take
special orders at the
Bookstore on Sunday or you
can email her or phone:
ahzour@charter.net
828-258-3938

up
Pick
New
Your

Other New books have arrived on Lent, prayer,
Orthodoxy and many other topics. Fr. Stavros’
books will be available as well, but to make sure
you get one, please order through Andrea Z.
Gifts are available for any occasion: Icons,
Kandilia, incense burners, Holy Water containers,
handmade jewelry and other items. Stefana
(Wedding Crowns) and children’s Pascha
Lambathes (candles),
Bakaliko food items available: tarama,
taramasalata, Feta, olives, halva, mahlepi for
making tsourekia, Greek cookies and pasteli
(sesame high protein snack, coffee, etc.
Announcing: After our food items are sold
out, we will only be stocking Feta & olives on
a regular basis. We can special order other
items if we have a guarantee of sale. Come in
and talk with us about placing any special
orders. Open every Sunday after the Divine
Liturgy. Thanks, Andrea Zourzoukis

Thank You Father Michael
Over the course of several months the data base of all parishioners, stewards and
friends of Holy Trinity has been compiled by Fr. Michael. It had been several years
since a new Church Directory had been produced, but now the template is done
and in a format where we can easily make changes.
Don’t forget to notify the office if your entry has any errors or omissions—we can
easily make corrections for the next printing.
The 2017 Liturgical Church Calendar and your copy of the new Directory are
together in one envelope at the Pangari Desk. If you need an extra copy of the
Directory, they are available as well.
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HT

February
Happenings
Tues. March 7
Church Cleaning
Day Planned

MHCC News
The Morris Hellenic Cultural Center is having a
really good past couple of months for bookings
and inquiries continually come in. Currently Kris
Kraft has 19 events booked for 2017!
The month of February has no outside bookings
at this time and we are planning to take
advantage of that to accomplish some painting &
cleaning this month. However, there are days
reserved for the following parish activities:
Cooking days are reserved for Palm
Sunday Luncheon Preparations:
Mon. 2/6
Tues. 2/7
Tues. 2/21
Tues. 2/21
Mon. 2/27
Tues. 2/28

Meatballs 8AM (Gents)
Meatballs 8AM (Gents & Ladies)
Spanakopita 8AM (Gents)
Spanakopita 5PM (Ladies)
Pastichio 8AM (Gents)
Pastichio 8AM (Gents & Ladies)

Reserved: Annunciation/Greek
Independence Day Program

Fri. 3/3
Sat. 3/4
Sun. 3/5

Wellness Workshop (All day)
Wellness Workshop (All day)
Wellness Workshop (All day)

the annual Church cleaning on
Tuesday March 7th.
Please notify Andrea Zourzoukis 828-258-3938
if you can participate.
All volunteer cleaners please bring your own
supplies such as the following items:
Dust clothes
Pledge
Windex
Step Ladder

Broom / Dust Pan
Paper Towels
Cleaning clothes
Cob Web Duster

February 40-Day Memorial:
A Memorial Luncheon hosted by the Xenakis
and Gailey families will be held for Mrs.Georgia
Xenakis and Mrs. Irene Gailey on Sunday,
February 5, 2017 immediately following Divine
Liturgy. Everyone is welcome to attend. Memory
Eternal for these two beautiful ladies.

February & March Hall events:
Reserved: Hospitality Suite-most Fridays after
Greek School
Reserved: Stage - Sundays during Coffee Hr.
Sun. 2/26

The Ecclesiastical
Ministry is looking for
volunteers to help with

(Check Schedule for Coffee Hour Location)

Sun. 3/19 — Reserved: Parish Spring
General Assembly Meeting
Georgia Xenakis
12/29/2016

Sat. 3/25 — Guitar Seminar (All Day)
All Dates are subject to change
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Irene Gailey
1/01/201

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
227 Cumberland Avenue
PO Box 8369
Asheville, NC 28814
Return Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage Paid
Asheville, NC #135

Sponsor an Edition of the Garden of the Lord Newsletter!
March 2017 is open!
Call the Church oﬃce.
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