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40 for 40 and then some: 
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Septmber 2017

Bilingual kids head back to school!
By Courtney Sullivan

-LINKED-

School is back in session! While our regular private 
school students are wrapping up the last few months 
of their year, the bilingual school year started back up 
again last month. We were blessed this August to send 
11 children to local private school Integrity Academy. 

Integrity Academy has been home to some of our 
bilingual students for the last few years. During 
that time, we have been incredibly impressed by the 
school’s staff and administration. Not only do they 
provide a wonderful education, but as a Christian 
school they genuinely care about the spiritual and 
emotional wellbeing of the students. They have rid-
den a lot of highs and lows with our students, and we 
are grateful for their commitment. We appreciate the 
school so much that this year we decided to move all 
of our bilingual education students to Integrity. 

Arol (seventh grade), Jonathan (sixth grade), Allison 

(second grade), Francois (first grade) and Jennifer 
(first grade) all returned to Integrity this year. Es-
carlen, Dayana and Michel transferred in from their 
previous school and are beginning sixth grade, fourth 
grade and pre-K respectively. And we were excited 
this year to be able to add three new students to the 
program. Samuel is beginning third grade, Yireth is in 
pre-K, and Matthew is in nursery. 

Samuel and Yireth are siblings who have been a part of 
our BC church family for the past several years. Their 
mother, Marisol, is one of our Sunday school teach-
ers. Matthew is the son of Rafa, one of our trusted 
bus drivers and close friend who helps us navigate the 
summer months. We are so excited for these new ad-
ditions and pray that God will use this opportunity to 
work in incredible ways in their lives. 

We were only able to add more students this year 



Sept. 2017 Page 2

Our education program has a record 24 kids involved now as of August. 
God has blessed us with spectacular sponsors to be able to bless that many 
kids. But 24 kids come with a lot of work. That doesn’t even include all our 
young adults living within the BC building. I’m simply not able to keep 
track of all of that on my own. We recently hired an education assistant 
part-time to help ease the work load of our ever-growing program.

Maira Zelaya has filled a role and relieved so much stress. She works in the 
mornings at Santa Monica, one of the schools where our children attend. 
Then in the afternoons, she comes to the BC building and is available for 
homework help for any of our kids and teens. She even covered the books of 
the 11 bilingual school kids who recently began classes, close to 60 books in 
all.

Before we hired Maira, I often felt like I couldn’t be in every place I needed 
to be to keep track of each child, and I like knowing I am doing my job well. 
I simply couldn’t do it all anymore, and as a result in February we didn’t add 
any new private school kids. Now Maira helps keep track of children’s be-
havior, runs the little errands for school supplies, opens the computer room 
each day and helps with homework. This allows me to focus on the larger 
errands and, most importantly, mentoring each of these kids, often acting as 
their pseudo-parent. Because of hiring Maira, I felt comfortable adding to 
our work load with three new bilingual school kids this August! 

Thank you to those who donated for her position. We love her!

Meet Maira, our education assistant
By Michael Carson

thanks to the help of our wonder-
ful new education assistant, Maira 
(see below). She and Michael work 
hand-in-hand to tirelessly make 
sure all of the students have what 
they need to succeed academically 
and personally. 

Also, we are only able to support 
these 11 bilingual school children 
(and the other 13 non-bilingual 
students in our program) thanks to 
generous sponsors. Each child has 
a person, group of people or family 
who sacrifices part of their income 
to provide for the student’s educa-
tional needs. Not only that, they 

carry the child in prayer and lift 
them up throughout the year. We 
are so thankful for our sponsors!

We can’t wait to see what this year 
holds for the students. We ask that 
you please join us in prayer that 
God fill them with strength, con-
fidence, a teachable spirit and the 
necessary motivation. 

If you would like to contribute to 
our education program, you can 
sign up for a one-time contribution 
or recurring donation through our 
website (bchonduras.org/donate). 

Education cont...
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Reflecting on a summer of missions

Education cont...

This summer, we hosted 11 different mission teams 
that came to serve Breaking Chains and other minis-
tries in Honduras in a variety of ways. Per usual, we 
were humbled by their hearts for service, their love for 
others and their genuine encouragement. 

Prior to this summer, our BC team sat down and 
discussed some things we wanted to do differently 
with our mission teams. We have always enjoyed the 
work the teams do in the past, but we felt like there was 
room for improvement. Most of those changes cen-
tered on getting back to relationships and making sure 
groups knew the people they served and why. 

One change was in the way we did our house builds. 
This year, we encouraged groups to build fewer houses, 
but spend more time with each family for whom they 
built. That meant building a house one day, and then 
going back the next day to paint the house, help pour 
the concrete floor, garden and share a meal together. It 
allowed everyone to take a beat and slow down, ask the 
family questions, pray and work together. 

Another change was in hiring some men from the 
local community to help us with various projects. We 

felt very convicted that if there were willing and able 
men in the community, everyone could benefit more 
from working together than from completing the tasks 
on our own. Working with them allowed us to get to 
know the community better, improve the building of 
the houses, and provide these men with an earned 
income during the summer. They became great friends 
along the way, too!

Another change was creating a summer-long VBS. This 
summer, we worked on a Fruits of the Spirit curricu-
lum and held a VBS every Saturday morning in Mon-
tes de Bendicion. We assigned each visiting group a 
different Fruit of the Spirit lesson, and the groups were 
responsible for teaching it as well as organizing games, 
crafts and snacks. Having the consistency of time and 
location meant the community could count on us to be 
there every Saturday, and we were able to see many of 
the same kids each week. Having a theme meant that 
the kids could build on their knowledge from week to 
week and really grow in understanding of God’s Word. 
We have some more changes we would like to make 
next year, but overall we were very happy with how 
everything went. 
                                                                          ...Continued.



Montes de Bendicion: Giving thanks 
for a beautiful community
By Amber Foster
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Montes de Bendicion - The name means “hills of 
blessing.” This little community has grown from being 
a random place in a field where we built a couple of 
houses once, to a thriving community of people who 
pour out love on each other and on us. 

From the first time we built there five years ago, we 
have marveled at the community working together, 
keeping the grass cut, opening up roads and now sup-
porting each other as a true community should. We 
have grown from admiration to love for this commu-
nity and the determined people that make it up.  

So many of these families have become brothers and 
sisters in Christ and they make up a good portion of 
our congregation on Sunday. When I think about how 
these often large families with very little income work 
so hard to come to church on Sunday, walking then 
taking a bus, then switching buses and walking again, I 
am humbled. My very short trek in an air conditioned 
car is often made with grumbling.  

In the past two years we have made a focused effort to 
work on community improvements, meeting with the 
town council and hearing their suggestions. With mis-
sion teams we have built a community pavilion near 
their soccer field and community center/future church 
building on some property the community donated to 
us. This summer we did a weekly VBS program that 
the kids loved, and we are hoping to turn that into a 
monthly kids club in the off season. The majority of the 
houses we build are in Montes and each build allows 
us to work alongside men from the community who 
make up our summer workforce and spend special 
time with the families themselves.  

Making such a lifelong connection to a community 
nowhere near our ministry base was not in our plans, 
but God has bigger plans for us and for Montes de 
Bendicion. I am eager to see what God continues to do 
through this relationship.

Throughout the summer, groups also participated in 
our regular Sunday worship services, helped pass out 
food on the street, and visited the dump and other area 
ministries such as Bencaleth and Jovenes en Camino. 

More than anything, the groups poured into our BC 
teens, education students and our staff with their kind 
hearts, encouragement and prayer. We are so thankful 

for the relationships and friendships formed through 
visiting mission teams, and we pray that God contin-
ues to fill them with his Spirit as they seek to serve oth-
ers. So thank you to the mission teams from Del City, 
Memorial Road, Innermission, North Davis, Norfolk, 
Northwest, Oakcrest, Lafayette, Remmel, Highland 
Hills and Sunshine! We appreciate your service!

Mission Groups cont...

The men from Montes who worked 
alongside us this summer.
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Prayer requests:

•	 New	minister	search
•	 Bilingual	school	year
•	 Young	adult	ministry
•	 Transition	program	

Connect with us:

•	 www.bchonduras.org
•	 facebook.com/bchonduras
•	 instagram.com/bchonduras

To partner financially with Breaking Chains, you may donate 
online through bchonduras.org/donate or send check 
donations to P.O. box 20454 Oklahoma city, OK 73156. 
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Please pray for our BC 
Young Adults seeking to 
finish the year strong
By John Carson
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Our young adults are entering the last few months of the school year, 
and we ask that you keep them on your hearts in prayer. Sticking 
out a school year is not always easy in the best of circumstances, and 
it can be especially hard for young adults who come from difficult 
circumstances like ours do. 

Our prayer is that they will feel and know in their hearts just how 
much God loves them, how capable He has created them, and how 
faithfully He stands with them. We pray that during tough times, 
they will seek His strength, and that during their successes they will 
know His joy and pride. 

We as a BC team are so proud of this group of young adults. The 
growth we have seen in them is astounding, and we know that is 
only possible through the Spirit. They have overcome doubt, frustra-
tion and self-sabotaging to get to this point. We are excited to rejoice 
with them as they finish out the year. Some of them are reaching 
points of transition, and we pray that God will be over them and 
guide them as they take next steps. And that we as a ministry can 
help them move forward in the best way possible. 

As you pray, we ask that you keep in mind all of our young adults: 
Jimmy, Dixon, Ricardo, Brian, Arturo, Karen and Aroni. We are 
thankful for each of their hearts, and we are grateful to know people 
like you who are invested in them from afar. 


