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Nick Arguello returned home to Texas after ten years in the
Marines that included tours of duty in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Looking forward to restarting his life, Arguello found he was
faced with unexpected challenges. As he returned to community
life and began searching for a job, he quickly found meeting
people and going through job interviews were more dif cult than
he had expected. He felt people were focusing more on his
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appearance rather than on who he was as a person or what he
could bring to a job from his years of military service.

Lack of comprehensive dental care left Arguello with dental
problems including yellowed teeth and a broken tooth.

“It was always on my mind,” Arguello said. “I felt people were
staring at my mouth when I would try and hold a conversation. It
seemed that was all that people noticed. It got to the point I
would cover my mouth when I talked.”

All of that changed when Arguello met Smiles of Irving dentist
Dr. Kimberly Harper. Harper’s initial exam showed the Marine
veteran needed periodontal work, llings, and repair for an
eroding broken tooth that was causing repeated cuts to his
tongue. With limited insurance, Arguello could not afford the
work.

What happened next was more than Arguello could have hoped
for.

“Dr. Harper told me she would take care of my teeth for free,”
Arguello said. “I was stunned. I couldn’t believe she would do
that for me. Now, I can look people in the eye, and I don’t have to
cover my mouth. This is the best Christmas present I could ever
have imagined.”

For Dr. Harper, it was a gift well worth giving.

“Nick told me he was embarrassed to talk to people,” Dr. Harper
said. “His dental issues were obviously having a serious impact on
how he felt about himself, and it was taking a toll on his quality
of life. Nick had given so much to his country, I wanted to give
him something in return.”

Dr. Harper plans to continue to work with veterans like Nick. She
is nalizing plans for a new program called Vet Smiles. Twice a
year, she will be selecting a veteran to receive free dental
services.

SOURCE Smiles of Irving
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