Message from
UPGA President
Lucius Adkins
As this hot and wet Georgia summer continues to
make life challenging on my Baker County farming
operation, I’m becoming more and more eager to
experience those cooler mornings and the smell of
freshly turned earth on my peanut fields. While the
daily demands of growing row crops and poultry
keep me and my wife Jill extremely busy, we also
have to keep our eye on the processes in Atlanta
and Washington that can so greatly impact our
profession. UPGA continues to be that vigilant eye
and force for us, and I’m grateful we’ve been able
to keep our organization viable all these many
years. Together, our modest investment as UPGA
members helps us keep our interests in the forefront of our state policymakers. We are fortunate
to have great leaders, such as Agriculture Commissioner Gary Black, who you will see inside this issue,

remains a staunch and proactive defender of our
industry. His recent emergency rule for poultry imports yet again demonstrates he’s got his eye on
the ball for us. We’ve also been involved in some
discussions regarding our state tax code, which
again may undergo additional debate on transitioning to a more consumption oriented tax base.
Rest assured, UPGA will engage on the issue and
make sure grower issues are recognized and acknowledged as we did with the 2012 Georgia Agricultural Tax Exemption (GATE) debate. Finally, you
see another couple of examples in this issue of
Chickenwire of why I’m so proud of our governor.
Nathan Deal continues to make state investments
that will help our industry. He understands agriculture’s importance to our state economy and he
works to keep our state the best state in the nation
in which to do business.
Sincerely,
Lucius Adkins
President, United Poultry Growers Association
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Protecting Georgia’s Poultry Industry in Washington

By U.S. Senator Johnny Isakson, R-Ga.
Georgia’s number one economic engine – agriculture – has for years been represented by
the four “P’s”: peanuts, peaches, pecans and poultry. Of course, we’re proud of our many
great agricultural products – including blueberries now, too!
I want to focus today on poultry. Georgia is the fourth largest poultry-producing region
in the world, with the industry contributing $28 billion a year to the Georgia economy,
according to the University of Georgia. And Georgia’s poultry presence is exactly why I
started the Senate Chicken Caucus with Senator Chris Coons, D-Del., in 2013.
In the industry, you also know that South Africa represents the largest potential market in
Africa for U.S. poultry. But shortly after the original enactment of the African Growth and
Opportunity Act in 2000, South Africa began imposing anti-dumping duties on U.S. poultry
products, effectively slamming the door shut on American chicken imports. The duties
were based on a pricing system that values all parts of the chicken equally, which is neither
accurate nor commonly accepted.
Johnny Isakson,
For several years, Senator Coons and I have worked to ensure poultry farmers in Georgia,
U.S. Senator, R-Ga.
Delaware and across the United States are treated fairly. In June, the African Growth
and Opportunity Act was reauthorized and this reauthorization requires the United States Trade Representative to
specifically review South Africa’s eligibility, including its trade practices. The anti-dumping duties on U.S. poultry will
be a key part of this review.
Also, in June, we were able to announce that the American and South African poultry industries reached an agreement
to end South Africa’s duties on U.S. poultry, thanks to negotiations led by the United States Trade Representative, the
Department of State, U.S. Ambassador to South Africa Patrick Gaspard and trade experts from industry. South Africa
must now implement this agreement and end its separate, complete ban on U.S. poultry due to avian flu before U.S.
product can enter the market.
In August, the U.S. Trade Representative announced the start of the out-of-cycle review process to determine whether
Continued on page 3
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Georgia Commissioner of
Agriculture Issues Emergency
Rule
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Gary Black, Georgia
Commissioner of
Agriculture

All Poultry Entering the State Faces
Mandatory Testing Before Entry

The Commissioner of the Georgia Department of
Agriculture is tasked with protecting Georgia’s
agriculture industry and the public from agriculture related infectious or contagious diseases. Control of infectious
or contagious diseases, as stated in O.C.G.A. § 4-4-1, is a necessary
function for the health and welfare of the public.
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UPGA
Annual Meeting
Wednesday, October 28, 2015
12:00 PM

Two board member positions will be elected by director’s ballot at the annual meeting to ﬁll the expiring terms of the current Board members Lucius Adkins and Steven Bullock.
UPGA members may submit nominations before
September 25, 2015 by delivering notice to:
UPGA, PO Box 71087, Albany, GA 31708.
Phone: 229-439-0361
Email: upga@unitedpoultrygrowers.com
Web: www.unitedpoultrygrowers.com

Poultry News

New Georgia Inland Port to
Benefit Poultry Industry

The State of Georgia
announced a new “Inland Port” that will provide a new and efficient
way to move goods, including poultry, to
Georgia’s rapidly growing Savannah port. Announced by Governor Nathan Deal in August, the
construction of the new “Appalachian Regional Port” will
commence in 2015 on a 42 acre tract formerly used to
raise cattle in Murray County. The site is positioned approximately 90 miles north of Atlanta and 40 miles southeast of Chattanooga, Tennessee.

USDA Announces Avian
Flu RFP

Seeking to head off future avian flu outbreaks and the
major losses for poultry growers, the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service (APHIS), is taking action to ensure access to
bird flu vaccines for poultry this fall.
No poultry vaccine currently exists, but USDA officials
want to develop a stockpile of the vaccine for the
Eurasian H5 strain that plagued Midwestern growers
this year. That flu outbreak was responsible for the
culling of more than 48 million birds in the U.S.
The agency says it seeks sufficient supplies of vaccine,
to be used singly or in combination with other vaccines that are effective against EA H5 viruses, suitable
for use in chickens and/or turkeys ranging from oneday of age up to 3 years of age. The goal is to acquire
an emergency/supplementary stockpile of EA H5 vaccines available for delivery anywhere in the United
States within 24 hours of order by the National Veterinary Stockpile (NVS).
(Source: USDA/APHIS)

New Georgia Ag Dean

The University of Georgia’s College of
Agriculture and Environmental Sciences is getting a new Dean. Josef
Broder, who has served as associate
dean for academic affairs, will serve
as interim dean starting Sept. 19. A
Dr. Josef Broder national search is underway to fill the
position. The current Dean, Scott Angle, is leaving the
university after 10 years to take another post.

New Georgia Tax Reform
Measures Weighed

In 2012 the
Georgia General Assembly
passed HB 386,
a long debated
and fairly comprehensive tax
reform
bill.
One of the key
Jay Powell & John Carson
changes was refining the code as it relates to agricultural exemptions, including a provision that exempts energy used
in the production of agricultural products from Georgia sales taxes.
Fast forward to August 2015, Representative John
Carson, a Marietta republican first elected in an October 2011 Special Election, wants to take another
bite at the apple. Carson introduced HB 445 late in
the 2015 session this year. His bill, entitled the More
Take Home Pay Act, would cut the individual income
tax rate from 6 percent to 4 percent and decrease the
corporate income tax rate to 5 percent. He would offset the reduced state revenues by raising the state
sales tax from 4 percent to 5 percent, and tax new
services such as television and other communications
services. HB 445 would also eliminate many tax exemptions, but would retain “economic development
tax credits for jobs, investment and research and de-

velopment”; and restore the sales tax on groceries, except for those on Georgia citizens age 65 and older.
House Ways and Means Chairman, Rep. Jay Powell (RCamilla), held a hearing on Carson’s bill in August.
Senior legislators pounded Carson with questions
about how his proposal might impact Georgia’s stellar
AAA bond rating, which allows the state to borrow at
much lower rates than most states. Currently only
eleven states possess such a high rating, according to
Governor Nathan Deal. The state economist also
weighed in saying that measures already taken recently, including a new constitutional amendment
capping the state income tax at 6%, have made the
credit rating agencies a little more nervous about
Georgia’s rating.
At the meeting, it was revealed that a similar tax reform effort in Kansas had been underestimated in
terms of the deep impact the tax cuts would have on
state revenues. These cuts, pushed by Governor Sam
Brownback(R-KS) slashed state revenues so deep that
lawmakers there are wrestling with new tax measures
to try and repair the damage.
Carson maintains that the income tax cuts in HB 445
would mean more take-home pay for working Georgians and would make the state more attractive for
new business and economic development.
It is not known yet whether House leadership intends
to continue to debate Carson’s bill or whether a new
tax council, set up as part of HB 170, the Transportation Funding Act of 2015, will become the primary
driver of any new tax reform proposals.

(continued from page 1)
South Africa should remain eligible to benefit fully from the African Growth and Opportunity Act preference
program in light of ongoing trade violations. I am extremely encouraged that the U.S. Trade Representative
is taking enforcement of AGOA seriously by quickly conducting the required review of South Africa’s eligibility
for benefits. There are still several actions South Africa must take to implement the terms of the Paris agreement, and I will continue to work with USTR to ensure those requirements are met.
We are also making progress in our poultry trade with India. In October 2014, the World Trade Organization
(WTO) ruled in favor of the United States in a dispute challenging India’s ban on various U.S. agricultural
products – such as poultry meat, eggs and live pigs – allegedly to protect against avian influenza. The panel
agreed with the United States that India’s ban breached numerous international trade rules, including the
fact that it was imposed without sufficient scientific evidence.
As a member of the Senate Finance Subcommittee on International Trade, I have been working to open up
India to U.S. poultry since this issue was brought to my attention. The WTO panel affirmed that measures to
ensure food safety must be based on science and not a desire to restrict market access.
I have also been proud to support the Georgia-based Southeast Poultry Research Lab, which leads the world
in poultry health research. A bill that passed at the end of 2014 funds a $45 million upgrade of this Athens,
Georgia facility that is a part of a $155 million overhaul to expand and modernize this facility, which is of national and international importance.
The United Poultry Growers Association members will always be able to count on me to protect and promote
this important industry. I look forward to continuing to represent your interests in the U.S. Senate.

Poultry News

(continued from page 1)
The USDA National Veterinary Services Lab (NVSL)
has confirmed the presence of highly pathogenic
avian influenza (HPAI) H5N8 and HPAI H5N2 in the
United States. HPAI is a highly contagious poultry disease that spreads rapidly and has the potential to mutate. HPAI can also cause sporadic infections of the
respiratory tract of humans. Most human infections
with avian influenza viruses have occurred following
direct or close contact with infected poultry. No
human cases of these avian influenza viruses have
been detected in the United States, Canada, or internationally.
Furthermore, Georgia’s poultry industry has a $28 billion annual impact on the State’s economy, which
would be devastated by the discovery of HPAI in
Georgia. The normal movement of poultry and poultry products from any state in which avian influenza
virus is present and spreading is a major and real
threat to Georgia’s public welfare.
In order to protect both the public and economic
health of all Georgians, it is, therefore, absolutely essential, vital and in the best interest of the public welfare that requirements be effected to control and
prevent the introduction of this contagious and infectious disease in this State. Accordingly, the Georgia
Commissioner of Agriculture has determined that an
Emergency Rule requiring the testing of all live birds
prior to entry into Georgia is necessary.
In accordance with 50-13-4(b), an Emergency Rule is
being promulgated effective July 14, 2015. This Rule
will remain in effect no longer than 120 days from the
effective date.
(Source: Georgia Department of Agriculture)

State officials say the new terminal will speed up deliveries, while reducing truck related road congestion and
wear issues, by utilizing rail. The new cargo scheme will
eliminate issues that plague cargo trucks moving through
Atlanta on their way to Savannah. Port executives hail the
new “inland port” as crucial to the nation's fourth-busiest
container port there, and estimate it will eliminate 40,000
truck trips through Atlanta each year.
Poultry is one of the major commodities produced in the
area that will benefit from the new facility. Murray County
is located in a strategic location to the many poultry operations in the area that will utilize the new rail center.
The Georgia Authority will build and operate the new “inland port”, while Murray County and CSX Transportation
will also fund the effort. In July, Gov. Nathan Deal, the
Georgia Ports Authority, Murray County and CSX Transportation signed a Memorandum of Agreement to establish the Appalachian Regional Port in Chatsworth.

