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Name: jenny Horton Date: 9/3/2016 

Purpose of visit: 
(Previously agreed by the governing body with the Headteacher) 
1. To take part in the vegetable tasting morning, arranged to expose the children to a wider range of 
vegetables, giving them an opportunity to sample them, comment on them, so that the favourites can be 
added to the daily lunch time menus. 
2. To attend the assembly introducing all the kitchen staff to the children along with David and Chris from 
Taylor Shaw. The children had prepared questions to ask them. 
 
 

Links with the School Development Plan/SEF: 
(How does the visit relate to a priority in the School Development Plan or SEF?) 
 
The visit addressed the following highlighted areas of our school development plan 
 

To improve learning outcomes for all pupils by: 

 Improve quality of Teaching and Learning: marking  and feedback, assessment without levels, 
mastery and challenge, provision for all groups 

 Develop high level Speech and language skills: Kagan, Critique, Communication Friendly 
Schools, Debating 

 Further develop the curriculum, including SMSC, to motivate, engage and raise standards: 
application of basic skills, high quality presentation, health and wellbeing, Pupil Voice  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Governor observations and comments: 
(e.g. What did you see?  How long did the visit last?  What did you learn?  What would you like clarified?) 
My visit lasted the duration of the morning. 1.  During this time I saw each class in turn come into the hall, 
and sample a variety of vegetables- 

Peas, cabbage, butternut squash, leeks, courgette, carrots, broccoli, carrot and turnip 
mash and cauliflower. 
 
2. The hall was arranged as it is at lunch time, and, table by table the children went up to 
the serving table, and received individual plates with a small piece of each veg beautifully 
presented on it. While they were waiting for everyone on their table to be served, those 
who had, were encouraged to identify the veg on their plate and smell them, 'They smell 
really good.'  Then each child tasted the same vegetable at the same time, and, shared 
their feelings about it with each other, and by presenting thumbs up, down or in the middle 
to the teacher. 
 
3. The childrens' behaviour, as ever ,was exemplary- they took the task seriously, no-one 
in the whole school refused to give the vegetables a try. Mrs Drinkall awarded each child a 
team point. Many children said that they had tasted a vegetable for the first time, and 
many reported that they'd thought they hadn't liked one but, now discovered that they did! 
 
4. The Food Ambassadors will now work with their classes to identify favourites, and these 
will be added to the daily menus to broaden the range of vegetables the children eat. 
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5. One child's response on being asked what was their favourite said, 'All of them!' And, a 
few childrens' response to the concept of sampling was to clear their plates! 

6. The whole experience was inclusive, promoted the childrens' listening skills, and gave 
them an opportunity to express their opinions knowing that these would be taken into 
account when decisions were made about which of the vegetables to add to the range on 
offer at lunch times. 

7. Chris also showed the children a poster called, Eat like a Superhero', which showed a 
plate of food divided into different food groups, the vegetable portion being large. He 
asked how many portions of fruit and veg we should eat a day- 5, and explained that this 
was to give our bodies a balanced diet, help our brains to grow and work well. 

7. An assembly was held as part of the morning, and individual children read out questions 
to be answered by members of the kitchen staff and Chris and Dave. Again, the children 
articulated their questions clearly and, they were good ones. 

One I particularly liked was,' Why did you become a chef?' 

This enabled the panel to share personal aspects of their life, including the training 
involved to become one. 

Also,' Who inspired you to do this job?' 

Again, panel members talked about the lack of celebrity chefs when they were growing up 
, so, cited their mothers as an influence and/ or the fact that, as the eldest child they had 
had to learn to cook to feed their siblings while their parents were out at work. 

Valuable insights for the children in terms of learning about the motivations of others, and 
life influences from a previous generation.  

The visitors responded well to the questions, they did not talk down to the children or 
patronise them. 

Altogether, this was a well managed and organised event where the Pupil Voice was 
central to the whole experience. 

 
 

Any key issues arising from the governing body: 
(e.g. the way resources are allocated, the way the school communicates, progress in implementing a key 
policy, evidence of the impact of the governing body’s work on pupils’ achievement) 
 
Share this visit at the next governors' meeting. 
 

Action following governing body meeting: 
(Record any action agreed by the governing body with regard to this visit) 
 

 


