
Cervical cancer 



What is cervical cancer?

• Cervical cancer occurs 
when abnormal cells 
on the cervix grow out 
of control. 

• The cervix is the lower 
part of the uterus that 
opens into the vagina. 



• Cervical cancer can 
often be successfully 
treated when it's 
found early. 

• It is usually found at a 
very early stage 
through a Pap test. 
Cervical cancer is one 
of the most common 
cancers in women 
worldwide.



Pap test 

• That's why it's important for women to have 
regular Pap tests. 

• A Pap test can find changes in cervical cells 
before they turn into cancer. 

• If you treat these cell changes, you may 
prevent cervical cancer.



What causes cervical cancer?

• Most cervical cancers are caused by a virus called human 
papillomavirus, or HPV. 

• You can get HPV by sexual contact with someone who has it. 
• There are many types of the HPV virus. 
• Not all types of HPV cause cervical cancer. 
• Some of them cause genital warts, but other types may not cause 

any symptoms. 
• Most adults have been infected with HPV at some time. An 

infection may go away on its own. But sometimes it can cause 
genital warts or lead to cervical cancer. 

• That's why it's important for women to have regular Pap tests. A 
Pap test can find changes in cervical cells before they turn into 
cancer. 

• If you treat these cell changes, you may prevent cervical cancer.



What are the symptoms?

• Abnormal cervical cell changes rarely cause 
symptoms. But you may have symptoms if those 
cell changes grow into cervical cancer. Symptoms 
of cervical cancer may include:

• Bleeding from the vagina that is not normal, such 
as bleeding between menstrual periods, after sex, 
or after menopause.

• Pain in the lower belly or pelvis.
• Pain during sex.
• Abnormal Vaginal discharge.



How is cervical cancer diagnosed?

• As part of your regular pelvic exam, you should 
have a Pap test.

• During a Pap test, the doctor scrapes a small 
sample of cells from the surface of the cervix to 
look for cell changes. 

• If a Pap test shows abnormal cell changes, your 
doctor may do other tests to look for 
precancerous or cancer cells on your cervix.

• Your doctor may also take a sample of tissue 
(biopsy) if you have abnormal pap smear.



• Tests to confirm a diagnosis of cervical cancer include:

• A colposcopy and cervical biopsy. This test can find out 
whether and where cancer cells are on the surface of 
the cervix. 

• An endocervical biopsy (or curettage). This test is to 
find out whether cancer cells are in the cervical canal.

• A cone biopsy or loop electrosurgical excision 
procedure (LEEP).

• These tests are sometimes recommended to remove 
cervical tissue for examination under a microscope.



Staging 

• Tests to find out the stage and treatment Tests to find 
the extent (stage) of cervical cancer include:

• 1-A chest X-ray to check your lungs.

• 2- A CT scan, which uses X-rays to look inside the body.

• 3-An ultrasound, which uses sound waves to check 
internal tissues and organs. 

• 4-An MRI, which uses magnets to see inside the body. 

• 5-A PET scan to check for cancer that has spread 
(metastasized) to other parts of the body.



Stages of cervical cancer



How is it treated?

• The options for treating each patient with cervical 
cancer depend on the stage of disease.

• stage of a cervical cancer describes its size, depth 
of invasion (how far it has grown into the cervix), 
and how far it has spread.

• After establishing the stage of your cervical 
cancer, your cancer care team will recommend 
your treatment options

• Depending on the type and stage of your cancer, 
you may need more than one type of treatment.



Who treats you?

• A gynecologic oncologist: a doctor who 
specializes in cancers of the female 
reproductive system

• A radiation oncologist: a doctor who uses 
radiation to treat cancer

• A medical oncologist: a doctor who uses 
chemotherapy and other medicines to treat 
cancer



How is it treated?

• The treatment for most stages of cervical cancer includes: 

• Surgery, such as a radical hysterectomy and the parametrium (tissu
around the cervix) and removal of pelvic lymph nodes with or 
without removal of both ovaries and fallopian tubes.

• Chemotherapy.
• Radiation therapy.
• Depending on the cancer stage (how much the cancer has spread).
• you may have one or more treatments. And you may have a 

combination of treatments. If you have a hysterectomy, you won't 
be able to have children. But a hysterectomy isn't always needed, 
especially when cancer is found very early.





Follow up 

• Is recommended 



Can cervical cancer be prevented?

• The Pap test is the best way to find cervical cell 
changes that can lead to cervical cancer. 

• Regular Pap tests almost always show these cell 
changes before they turn into cancer. It's 
important to follow up with your doctor after any 
abnormal Pap test result so you can treat 
abnormal cell changes. This may help prevent 
cervical cancer. 

• you can get the HPV vaccine, which protects 
against two types of HPV that cause most cases 
of cervical cancer. 


