Pine Forest School
2015 Annual Report

“Be the change you want to see in
the world.” - Mahatma Gandhi
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Financial Review
We had a total income of $2,004,404
with expenses of $1,961,395. Our
net income was $53,008 which was
slightly below our expectations and
due mostly to a shortfall in state aid
and slightly higher than forecast costs.
These numbers are unaudited, and may
change during our annual audit. We
had strong participation in the Arizona
Tax credit program again this year! This
really makes a difference.

Look what we have accomplished towards
our fundraising goals this year!!! We still
have work to do but together we can do
it. Thank you everyone for being part of
the success and growth of our wonderful
school.
This summer we launched a GoFundMe
social media campaign to raise $25K
towards our upcoming needs. Please
help us hit our mark by using this great
tool to share our message and help raise
funds and awareness about our campus
expansion.
On behalf of the Pine Forest Foundation,
we want to extend a heartfelt thank you
to all of the parents, donors, community
members, and staff who have donated
generously to our fundraising campaigns
last year. Your commitment to Pine Forest
School will go a long way in ensuring that
we can continue to provide a Waldorf
experience that transforms education into
an art that educates the whole child—the
head, heart and hands. You are part of
something special and we appreciate all
that you do.
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Expanding Campus Expanding Minds

Income: 2014-2015 school year

expenses: 2014-2015 school year

Teacher Salaries
$831,723

State Funds
$1,664,170
Student Fees/
Donations/
Tax Credit
$167,857
Care/Preschool
Tuition
$94,920
Federal
Funds
$87,457

Thank you to all of the generous people
who have contributed their time and
resources over the years to our Capital
Campaign.
We would like to acknowledge our major
donors and sponsors for the 2014-15
school year:

• $40K Tax credits (10K more than last year!)
• $30K Waldorf Education Fund
• $40K ADEQ for abatement at Cedar Campus,
$18K more on the way- Thanks Brian Keeley!
• $103K Capital Campaign/Cedar Campus Fund,
consisting of:
		 • $52K GeoFamily Foundation grant
		 • $11K Full Circle
		 • $7K Casino Night at Green Room
		 • $5K Pine Forest PTA
		 • $10K October 2014 fundraising event
			 at Cedar Campus

Field Trips/
Extra Curricular
$68,638

Health
Insurance/
Retirement
$315,250

Care/Preschool
$77,671
Admin
$235,678

Instructional
Supplies/Services
$63,430

Special Ed/
Counselors/
Therapists
$215,020
Utilities/Building
$153,987

Thank you to all the donors that have given
$1000 or more: Aurora & Morgan Philips,
Fran & Duane Beckwith, Michelle Thomas,
Martine Snyder-Stonebreaker, John & Teresa
Vail, Elson Miles, Mark Thatcher, Georgia
Taylor, Terry Hance, Fred & Connie Allen,
Worth Hall, Mike & Lainie Giovale, Teryl
Marxen Chevrolet, BEC Southwest, Corey
Allen & Yeonsu Kim, GeoFamily Foundation,
Fusco Foundation, John & Genevieve
Conley and Full Circle Trade & Thrift.
A Special Thanks to Kate Mareck and
Suzannah Libby for leading the charge
at the Cedar Campus. They are pioneers
of transformation at our new campusbeautifying it, filling it with light and love
and preparing the early childhood space.
Thank you to everyone who has swung
a hammer, carried out drywall or moved
pews, but especially to Sunny Savage and
Sharon Rickner for their dedication. Thanks
to Jed Koller for spearheading the Practical
Arts Planning Committee.
Thank you to the PFF and PFS Board
members, the PTA, faculty, staff and
administration for all you do!
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This fall is an exciting time for Pine Forest
with our school expansion and growing
enrollment. This August Early Childhood
and Kindergarten are moving to the new
Cedar Campus. As of June we have raised
$103K towards our $250K goal. We must
raise another $150K by November 2015 so
we can receive our construction loan from
RSF, The Rudolf Steiner Social Finance,
our lender. This will enable us to move
grades 1-8 to Cedar Campus Fall 2016. We
understand that all of this fundraising and
change can make some feel uneasy, but this
is a great move for Pine Forest!
Why is this a great move for Pine Forest?
Here are a few reasons…
Larger Campus – We have run out of space
at our Kaibab Campus. Cedar Campus is 2.5
times the area of Kaibab. This will allow for
a working urban farm, performance center,
larger play areas and easier drop off and
pick up.
More Children - We all love the education
our children are experiencing and we want
to share this with more families. Our move
to the Cedar Campus will open up space at
the Kaibab Campus for two sections of First
and Second grades. Bringing our Waldorf
education to more children also means
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more money from the state of Arizona. This
will help stabilize the financial picture for
the school, as well as bring in more funds
to build a performance space and further
improve the Cedar Campus for our children.
Community - Moving into a residential
neighborhood means we are no longer
lost inside an industrial area. We are now
becoming a Flagstaff community member.
This will allow Pine Forest to share who we
are and what cool things we’re doing with
more people. We can partner in a larger
way with different community organizations
(like the Flagstaff Farmers Market)
supporting each other and enriching all.
Environmentally Sustainable Project – By
remodeling an existing building, rather than
moving out of town and into the forest, we
are helping to reduce sprawl. This central
location creates less distance for people to
drive to school. There are also public bus
routes right on the corner. Cedar Campus
is an infill project, and is good for PFS, our
forest and our city.
21st Year Growth - PFS is beginning its
4th seven year cycle! Our curriculum and
its delivery is well proven, our group’s
emotional life has been tended with great
care. We have a strong understanding of
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Less train noise
Easy access
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Near library
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*future improvements

how to form and nurture relationships.
We are ready to move out into the greater
world, look to the needs of others as well as
our own school community. Now at 21, we
are still idealistic, passionate and grounded
in a strong body with much experience
attained during the first 3 seven year cycles.
As we begin this new cycle, with our move
to the new campus, we are ready to engage
with a greater connection to the community
at large.

Note From The Director: Michael Heffernan, Pine Forest School Principal
Thanks to all for supporting children’s
holistic education at Pine Forest School,
one of the country’s most established
schools bringing Rudolf Steiner’s Waldorf
education to the public! Our twentieth
year was one for the record books. We
served nearly 270 children in preschool to
8th grade, with over 60 of these children
and their families experiencing Waldorf
education for the first time.

We began our Cedar Campus school
expansion project. Our faculty and staff bid
farewell to four longtime faculty members
who either retired or moved. The Pine
Forest Education Association Governing
Board and the Pine Forest Foundation
Board worked collaboratively to develop
a partnership with RSF Social Finance in
order to help finance this project.

As we enter our twenty-first year, we
consciously move forward with expansion
to two campuses for 2015-16. We are
addressing our extensive wait lists by
growing enrollment and offering our
Waldorf methods to more children. We
look to the future with gratitude for the
school’s accomplishments and excitement
for what lies ahead.

Highlights 2014-2015
1-2 multi-age class

7th Grade

Mrs. Cheema
After our morning verse, we begin circle
time. This year we learned many songs and
verses, the ASL (American Sign Language)
alphabet, Bal-A-Vis-X, yoga and after circle
we always say:
“We are one class
We are one family
We are here
Blessings on our day
And on each other”
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Kindergarten
Mrs. Suzannah Libby & Mrs. Kate Mareck
Our kindergarten has had an
unprecedented mixed-age community
this year. The children have learned from
and inspired each other, developing into
strong, conscientious individuals, ready for
the next adventure.
We are grateful for such a wonderful and
supportive group of parents, stepping
up whenever they were asked. Our deep
heartfelt thanks to all!

1st Grade
Ms. Payton
• Field trip to the pumpkin patch
• Learning every letter in the alphabet,
the sounds each makes, and doing so by
winter break.
• Counting by ones, twos, threes, fours,
fives and tens, up to 120 forwards and
backwards
• Class Play - The Root Children
I can’t wait to become part of the
surrounding community at the Cedar
Campus. The Wednesday farmer’s market
will be an exciting opportunity for our
school to share our ideas, philosophy and
work. Students will also have a way to
enjoy locally grown foods being sold at a
convenient place and time. I am blessed
to be part of such a caring and involved
community. Thank you to all of the first
grade parents for your continual care and
support of your children’s education and
Pine Forest.

Class Play- Mixed-up Mother Goose
This class has truly become a family. It has
been such a pleasure to watch them learn
and grow together. I look forward to next
year as they continue on the journey of
lifelong learners!

2nd Grade
Kelly Smith
The children learned so much this year
and especially advanced in their reading
and writing skills. They enjoy reading
“bigger books” and writing and mastering
their spelling words in cursive! Math skills
abound using multiplication and diving
into division. We also enjoyed fluting and
painting. Some special highlights this year
included weekly yoga with Patty Wiley, a
field trip to Walnut Canyon; our class play
Androcles and the Lion, and preparing,
planting and tending our 2nd grade
garden. We look forward to harvesting and
enjoying our vegetables during our 3rd
grade farming and cooking block.
Thank you always to all of the parents who
have volunteered their time and talent to
help in so many ways!

3rd Grade
Mrs. Kaiser
We enjoyed painting our own bowls
for use throughout the year (thank you
Elaine Copeland), cooking in our class and
Spanish. We presented our shelter projects
to the whole school. Our class play was
Joseph the Dreamer. We floated the Verde
River, visited Sunset Crater, Wupatki,
Walnut Canyon and experienced folk
dancing thanks to Ms. Janet! (cont.)

Mr. Borham
Our seventh grade class had a great time
playing music together. Some students
played recorder, others played percussion,
a few played guitar and one enjoyed
playing the keyboard. We shared our
music with PF and the larger Flagstaff
community: we played at a music venue on
a Friday night downtown for a fundraiser!
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Each year the children amaze me when
I think of all we have accomplished
together. They are truly a special group of
friends who care a great deal about one
another and enjoy the opportunities they
have to learn, laugh and love. It has been
my honor and privilege to share in their
learning experience so far, and I know
these children will continue to shine in the
4th grade.
Thank you to all of the parents who have
contributed in so many ways to help the
class and their teacher. You are a generous
and loving parent body that continues to
amaze me.

4th Grade
Mrs. Williams
The year began with learning about
Flagstaff history with guest speaker,
Jim Babbitt. Norse Mythology was an
important study because fourth graders
can easily relate to Loki as trickster. Our
hard work and cooperation was shown to
all in our play, The Theft of Thor’s Hammer.
Fourth grade field trips included an
overnight trip to the Phoenix Zoo, camping
at Lake Powell and learning about Glen
Canyon, biking to the Museum of Northern
Arizona for a program, and weathering the
inclement weather at the Grand Canyon
as we explored ecology and geology. We
were tested many times to see how strong
and courageous we were (just like the
Vikings) and came out on top every time.
Huge thanks go to Matt Sieg, Roy
Lippman, and Christine Mares for their help
with camps and festivals!

5th Grade
Arne Kaiser / Sofia Nicholson
During a botany block in the fall, the 5th
grade went on a mushroom hunt at the
base of the San Francisco Peaks. They
returned with many pounds of orange-red
colored lobster mushrooms. After months
of preparation, the 5th grade competed
with five other Waldorf schools in the
Pentathlon in May. Our students excelled
on the athletic fields and bravely endured
the late night thunder claps and hailstorm.
At the end of the year, the students each
decorated a square of cloth with markers
and embroidery. The squares were made
into a quilt to bid farewell to their teacher
of 5 years, Arne Kaiser.

6th Grade
Dave Eckert
Our year began with a study of geology
extending our studies with a trip back
in time as we rafted down the San Juan
River. In March, we joined Waldorf schools
from throughout the state at the Medieval
Games in Phoenix. This culminated with
the students being knighted after two days
of challenges, both individually and in shire
groups. Our studies of the Middle Ages
was deepened further with wonderful
performances of our class play The
Knights of the Round Table. We ended the
year with beginning a baseline study of the
biodiversity of the Cedar Campus.
Thanks to parents who came along on the
San Juan trip: Tim Begley, Paul Reinshagen,
Mark and Kali Thatcher, and Erin Widman.
And thanks to those at the Medieval
Games: Steve Galloway and Tiana Williams.

Many of our fundraising efforts were for
our April field trip to Catalina Island Marine
Institute, where we snorkeled, interacted
with marine organisms and created
amazing opportunities to bond as a class.
An integral part of our class is the amazing
support of its parents. With the creative
organization skills of Julie DeGeyter, our
class was able to lower the cost of our CIMI
trip. Other parents who went the extra mile
were April Cheema (MA teacher at PFS),
Blythe Koyiyumptewa, and Amanda Costea.
Thank you, it takes a village!

8th Grade
Mrs. Whistler
Our eighth grade began the year in
chemistry. After learning through
experimentation, we created organic lip
balm, healing herbal salves, and soaps to
sell and to enjoy. We used proceeds from
our sales to help fund our trip to Kauai.
We took a weeklong trip to southern
Arizona in October to learn about flora
and fauna of the desert, and history of
the old west. We went to Tombstone,
Kartchner Caverns, Arizona Desert
Museum, and camped at Lake Patagonia.
Eighth grade was a year of learning about
history from the Renaissance up to present
day with focus on the American, French,
and Russian Revolutions.
We celebrated our eight years as a class
family (many of us), by taking a trip to
Kauai, Hawaii for two weeks in May. While
there, we experienced Hawaiian culture
through food, music, stories, and
presentations from Mr. Giovale’s cacao
plantation management. Blessings and
endless gratitude to Pete and Hilary Giovale
for allowing us this incredible (cont.)
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learning and life opportunity! Our eighth
graders are ready for high school. We set
them free with love.
Special thanks to Kristina Wulbern for her
outstanding work in helping to make our
class trip to Hawaii a reality. Appreciation
to other parents for their amazing service
to our class and school community: Mac
England, Tracy Heirigs, Shannon Wells,
Duane Beckwith, Julie Sullivan, Annika
Keeley, Sandy Quintanilla, Jason Davis,
Steve Galloway, Radha Crawley and Brian
David.

Band, Choir & Drumming
Stephanie Galloway
Our music and band program is rich
with activity including: Beginning,
Intermediate and Advanced Band (plays
at our festivals), Jazz Band, Grades 6-8
Choir, Select Choir, World Drumming. We
performed multiple concerts throughout
the school year, as well as traveled to
competitions and festivals in Chandler,
Mesa, Prescott, Page and theNAU’s Sky
Dome.

Violin
Vanessa Miller
Our Suzuki Strings for grades 3-5 had had
several Strings Performances throughout
the year.
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4th seven year cycle! Our curriculum and
its delivery is well proven, our group’s
emotional life has been tended with great
care. We have a strong understanding of

Acres
Bldg sq ft
Performance center*
Urban farm*
Commercial kitchen
Serve more children
Less train noise
Easy access
Near bus stop
Near library
Near forest

Kaibab Cedar
1.4
3.6
13k
23k
No
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
No
Yes
*future improvements

how to form and nurture relationships.
We are ready to move out into the greater
world, look to the needs of others as well as
our own school community. Now at 21, we
are still idealistic, passionate and grounded
in a strong body with much experience
attained during the first 3 seven year cycles.
As we begin this new cycle, with our move
to the new campus, we are ready to engage
with a greater connection to the community
at large.

Note From The Director: Michael Heffernan, Pine Forest School Principal
Thanks to all for supporting children’s
holistic education at Pine Forest School,
one of the country’s most established
schools bringing Rudolf Steiner’s Waldorf
education to the public! Our twentieth
year was one for the record books. We
served nearly 270 children in preschool to
8th grade, with over 60 of these children
and their families experiencing Waldorf
education for the first time.

We began our Cedar Campus school
expansion project. Our faculty and staff bid
farewell to four longtime faculty members
who either retired or moved. The Pine
Forest Education Association Governing
Board and the Pine Forest Foundation
Board worked collaboratively to develop
a partnership with RSF Social Finance in
order to help finance this project.

As we enter our twenty-first year, we
consciously move forward with expansion
to two campuses for 2015-16. We are
addressing our extensive wait lists by
growing enrollment and offering our
Waldorf methods to more children. We
look to the future with gratitude for the
school’s accomplishments and excitement
for what lies ahead.

PFS Alumni Spotlights
Over the years it has been wonderful to see the students returning during holiday breaks or over the
summer to visit the school. Because our students are often with the same teacher for many years,
they have deep ties to their teacher and other members of the school community. We are family. It is
always a joyous home coming!
Now, in our 21st year, they not only come to visit, but some come to stay. These five alumni returned
to us this year in a variety of capacities, some working at the school, others working for the school
and Mariah, working for an organization that the school will team with when we move to our new site.
We asked each of them to share some of their experiences from their childhood at Pine Forest School
and to reflect on how those experiences have shaped the adults they are today.

Mariah Alexander - (Age 25)
Marcy Polack’s class of 2004
When I was a child I loved learning through stories and making our own text (main
lesson) books. I enjoyed learning a variety of skills from music to language; writing to
woodworking; gardening to handwork. I appreciated the devotion and love that every
staff member seemed to put into every day they spent there. I never felt like a teacher
didn’t have time for me or didn’t know me.
As an adult, I appreciate the diversification of subject matter and the value of
community that Pine Forest instilled in me. I am still in touch with several friends from
PFS and I cannot put a value on the importance of giving back to your community
that I first learned at PFS. PFS taught me to appreciate everyone for their individual
talents and value different cultures and religions. I can’t even imagine the person
I would be today if I had not spent 9 wonderful years at PFS. I appreciated the
influence so much that I convinced my friends to enroll their daughter there and she
has been loving it so much that she cried when summer came!

Sofia Nicholson - (Age 23)
Our new 6th grade teacher
Arne Kaiser’s Graduating Class of 2006
As a child, I loved the stories that were integral to many parts of Pine Forest’s
curriculum. Whether I was hearing about Thor’s hammer, Odysseus’s journey, or
Marie Antoinette, I travelled joyfully through each character’s experiences. These
tales, along with the artistic opportunities that infused every day, inspired me to
explore and create my own stories. Pine Forest gifted me with a vast spectrum of
artistic abilities.
As an adult, as I reflect on my PFS experience, I realize how impactful that
experience was on who I am today. I still create art—whether it is creative writing,
drawing, dance, or painting—as a way to heal and empower myself. Pine Forest
nurtured my creativity, meaning that when I feel powerless in our sometimes dark
world, I have the power and skills to create light and beauty in a tangible way.
continued

Katyrose Heffernan - (Age 25)
Grad student at University of Arizona
studying to become a nurse practitioner
Marcy Polack’s class of 2004
As a child I looked forward to school each day
because school was fun and I believed that I was
good at all subjects and was encouraged inspired
to do my best. I loved all of the handwork activities,
took great pride and enjoyment in finishing the
illustrations in my main lesson books, and loved
hearing stories from around the world. I loved that
my teachers knew and cared deeply about my
classmates and I.
PFS taught me compassion, understanding, and
curiosity about other cultures. It provided me with
the confidence to try any activity without fear of
failure and with an open mind. It fostered a problemsolving imagination and visualization that has aided
me with reading comprehension, relating to people,
and asking the right questions in difficult situations.
PFS taught me to recognize the beauty all around me
and that anyone can sing.

Brigid Heffernan - (Age 23)
Flagstaff Medical Center
Arne Kaiser’s Class of 2006
As a child, I loved that Pine Forest was a safe, fun
place to go to school. I enjoyed playing games outside
in the morning, having the same teachers each year,
and growing up with the same classmates. I really
enjoyed learning to knit and sew and making the
wooden bowl and chest in woodshop.
Attending Pine Forest shaped me into a very
adaptable person that can interact with all kinds of
people from many walks of life. Pine Forest exposed
me to a huge variety of topics that have helped me
in school and in forming friendships. I learned to take
care of people and the earth at Pine Forest.

Jonathan Luther - (Age 28)
Good Creations, writing grants for PFS
Mike Heffernan’s class of 2000
Going to Pine Forest School was one of the best parts of my childhood because it
fostered a strong sense of expression, and it allowed me to develop into an artist.
The curriculum encouraged maintaining a sense of wonder about the world and
genuine care towards others.
The kids I went to school with are, to this day, like my brothers and sisters and
we cheer each other along as well as challenge each other to grow. As a music
producer, the creativity I explored at Pine Forest School informs what I do with my
art, and I would be in a much different place without it.

