
How You Can 
Get Involved

Monday, Dec. 3
5-7 p.m., Downing-Gross Cultural 
Arts Center, 2410 Wickham Ave.
Community Discussion: Design 
of the Coworking Space (page 3)

Ongoing
Living Together / Living Apart 
is a research project by CNU 
Professor John Finn, which is 
seeking volunteers (page 3) Your Choice

The Choice Neighborhoods Initiative 
(CNI) Implementation Grant 
Application has been submitted, 
but our work is not over. We are 
eagerly awaiting news from the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) about whether 
Newport News will be awarded the 
$30 million in grant funding, but 
we are committed to creating the 
transformation no matter what. In 
fact, the Implementation Phase has 
already begun!

During the Planning Phase, we 
held over 80 community meetings 
and events over a period of nearly 
two years in order to gather input 
from residents about what they 
wanted to see in their community. 
That feedback was then used to 
develop the Transformation Plan. 
Now that the Planning Phase is 
finished, the Implementation Phase 
will involve fewer public meetings 
as we shift toward construction 

projects, program development, 
case management, and other 
redevelopment tasks.

Community involvement will 
look very different during the 
Implementation Phase, but it will 
continue to be a very important 
part of the Marshall-Ridley Choice 
Neighborhood Initiative. The newly-
formed Citizen Advisory Committee 
held its first meeting in early 
November. This group of residents 
will serve as a sounding board, 
relaying community concerns and 
advising the Core Implementation 
Team on various decisions. A 

summary of the kickoff meeting is 
available on the Marshall-Ridley 
Choice Neighborhood website, 
newportnewschoice.com.

We also continue to offer the 
Neighborhood Leadership Series as 
an introduction to leadership skills 
for aspiring community champions. 
In early 2019, the Newport News 
Redevelopment and Housing 
Authority (NNRHA) and the City 
will host another CNI Community 
Update Meeting to update the 
broader community on our progress. 
[continued on page 2]

newportnewschoice.com

The CNI Implementation Phase Is Underway

The Citizen Advisory Committee for Implementationheld its kickoff meeting on November 7. 
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the Newport News Economic 
Development Authority have 
received a $480,000 Industrial 
Revitalization Fund grant in support 
of the rehabilitation of 2506 
Jefferson Avenue. The rehabilitation 
plan calls for a complete overhaul 
of the interior of the building and 
preservation of the existing building 
façade.

The building will serve as a 
coworking space, providing low-
cost office space and delivering 
business assistance-related services 
to start-ups, entrepreneurs and 
those transitioning from a home-
based business. In addition to the 
grant funding, the City and the EDA 
have committed $1.7 million to the 
rehabilitation project. An architect 
has been selected, and design is 
currently in progress [see related 
article on page 3].

Broadband Study
The City is working with a consulting 
firm, Magellan Advisors, LLC, to 

The following is a brief overview of 
several CNI Implementation initiatives 
currently underway:

CNI Resource Center for Residents
In September, the Hampton Roads 
Community Action Program (HRCAP) 
and NNRHA opened the CNI Resource 
Center at 618 18th St. This facility 
provides five core services: health, 
employment, education, youth 
services, and case management and 
relocation services for Marshall-
Ridley residents. To date, the CNI 
Resource Center has provided 
HIV and Hepatitis C screenings 
to residents and distributed over 
60 food boxes from the Virginia 
Peninsula Food Bank. The Center 
has also hosted a job fair and offers 
financial literacy services. Hours of 
operation are Monday-Friday, 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Call 757-247-0379 for 
more information.

Coworking Space at 2506 Jefferson 
Avenue
The City of Newport News and 

CNI Implementation (continued from page 1)
identify opportunities to introduce 
low or no-cost broadband access in 
new housing complexes and public 
spaces. The broadband study, which 
includes a survey of community 
residents and businesses, will explore 
options to increase residents’ access 
to training resources, educational 
programs and school resources, 
employment opportunities, and 
health services.

Brooks Crossing Innovation and 
Opportunity Center
The Brooks Crossing Innovation and 
Opportunity Center will serve as a 
center for STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and math) learning 
and workforce development to 
support existing and future industry 
needs. The Center will serve as an 
instructional tool that allows visitors, 
both young and old, to train in a safe 
and professional space to develop 
work-ready skills for existing and 
future industries, as well as serve as a 
model for professional development 
and continuing education.

newportnewschoice.com
Brooks Crossing Innovation and Opportunity Center



Contact Us
Find us on social media or sign up to receive this newsletter by email.
 

                Instagram.com/newportnewschoice 

               facebook.com/newportnewschoice 

               newportnewschoice@nnva.gov 

               757-926-8761

The Newport News Economic Development 
Authority and the City of Newport News Department 
of Development are hosting a community discussion 
regarding the design of the coworking space building 
located at 2506 Jefferson Avenue.

Coworking spaces afford the opportunity to conduct 
business within professional environments without 
taking on the high cost of overhead.  The goal is 
to have a balanced mix of collaborative spaces 
and more traditional private offices that provide 
opportunities for focused work and productive 
encounters with like-minded entrepreneurs.  

The event will be held on Monday, Dec. 3, from 5- 7 
p.m. at Downing-Gross Cultural Arts Center located 
at 2410 Wickham Ave.  Light refreshments will be 
served.

For more information, please call Elizabeth McCoury 
at 757-926-6983.

Living Together / Living Apart is a 
research project that seeks to better 
understand the human experience and 
toll of persistent racial segregation in 
the 21st century. The project team, 
led by CNU geography and sociology 
professor Dr. Johnny Finn, is currently 
recruiting participants to tell their 
stories through oral history interviews 
and through photography. To date, 
they have recorded interviews with 
over 100 individuals throughout 
Hampton Roads, and have worked with 
dozens of participant-photographers 
to capture images of places that 
are meaningful to Hampton Roads 
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residents. Stories, photographs, and 
maps from their research can be 
seen on the project website, www.
livingtogetherlivingapart.com, or on 
their Facebook page, www.facebook.
com/livingtogetherlivingapart. 

Do you have a story to tell? Are you 
interested in photographing places 
here in Newport News that are 
meaningful to you in some way? If so, 
send the research team a message 
through Facebook, email them at 
livingtogether.livingapart@gmail.
com, or call them at 757-594-7939. The 
project team wants to hear from you!

CNU Research Project Seeks Local Stories

A photo taken by one of the research project 
participants



Community Snapshots

Participants from CNI partner organizations came together 
with students and staff from Marshall Early Learning Center, 
743 24th Street, to install fence art on October 19.

Patricia Taylor (center) and George Williams (left) shared their 
memories about the Southeast Community during the second 
session of the Neighborhood Leadership Series on October 30.

Neighborhood Leadership Series participants engaged in a 
friendly competitive icebreaker activity with their classmates 
on October 23.

HRCAP Neighborhood Programs Coordinator Yugonda 
Sample-Jones addresses the audience at the kickoff meeting 
of the CNI Implementation Citizen Advisory Committee on 
November 7.

The Neighborhood 
Leadership Series 
class poses for 
a snapshot on 
Election Day.


