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The Swedish Crop Protection Association’s 
objectives

•	 The Swedish Crop Protection Association’s objectives are: 
To create an understanding of and share knowledge about the need and 
benefits	of	plant	protection	products	in	Sweden.

•	 To introduce knowledge and information about technology and 
products to Swedish agriculture for a sustainable production of healthy 
and	affordable	food	of	expected	quality.	All	in	line	with	the	overall	
objectives	of	the	Swedish	national	food	strategy.

•	 To	influence	legislation	for	competition-neutral	regulations	in	Sweden	
compared	to	other	countries	in	the	EU. 
 

About the Swedish Crop Protection Association

Since 1 January 2014, the Swedish Crop Protection Association has been 
included	as	part	of	KTF	Organisation	AB.	The	Swedish	Crop	Protection	
Association	is	one	of	five	associations	that	are	linked	to	the	service	company.	
The operations are conducted with support from agreements within the 
framework	of	the	service	company’s	business.	However,	for	practical	reasons,	
no distinction is made in this annual report between the various parts of 
the	business.	The	Swedish	Crop	Protection	Association	will	be	used	as	a	
collective	name	for	the	entire	business.

KTF Organisation is a service company for a number of industry associations 
regarding	chemical	products.	The	primary	focus	is	on	legislative	issues.	For	
many	issues,	policy	is	created	together	with	the	members.	Newsletters	to	the	
member	companies	is	an	association-specific	service.	External	monitoring	
provides	the	opportunity	to	participate	in	the	public	debate.	An	important	part	
of	the	business	is	to	provide	training	for	members	and	other	stakeholders.	
Regular	meetings	are	held	with	authorities,	trade	and	other	stakeholders.	
Scandinavian	and	European	networks	exist.

The Swedish Crop Protection Association’s vision

Our vision is that the Swedish Crop Protection Association is the leading 
organization	in	Sweden	for	facts	and	knowledge	regarding	crop	protection.
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The Chairman’s report

2018	was	the	dryest	year	in	100	years,	making	farmers	struggle	to	find	fodder	
for	their	animals,	and	yielding	low	crops	of	cereals	and	oilseed	rape.	This	has	
placed	agriculture’s	finances	under	pressure	and	does	not	provide	the	best	
conditions	for	2019.

The fact that agriculture has struggled due to the drought has also affected 
companies and organisation within the chain that supplies agricultural 
necessities,	and	this	will	also	have	an	impact	on	2019’s	earnings.

The political situation after the parliamentary election has been unclear, and 
the	formation	of	government	has	dragged	in	a	way	that	goes	down	in	history.	
When the food strategy was adopted by the Swedish Parliament, it was done 
with the intention that authorities that deal with issues relating to agriculture 
would	work	to	facilitate	the	development	of	farming.	Unfortunately,	this	
has not been the case, and it seems that not all authorities feel that the food 
strategy	concerns	them.	It	has	become	an	important	issue	that	the	Swedish	
Crop Protection Association and other agricultural organisations put pressure 
on	the	government	so	that	the	strategy	does	not	become	forgotten.	If	not,	
Swedish	farming	will	easily	begin	to	lag	behind.

After the court’s verdict regarding Coop’s organic campaign, the Swedish 
Crop Protection Association has been reviewing how other players on the 
Swedish food market manage their choice of words and claims regarding 
the	marketing	of	organic	food	on	websites	and	in	advertising.	This	review	
has lead to the Swedish Crop Protection Association making contact with 
concerned companies via a lawyer or directly, depending on the size and 
nature	of	the	marketing	violation.	We	can	summarise	the	response	from	the	
contacted companies as: ”the website is under construction”, ”this is old 
material”, ”it was unnecessary to bring lawyers in to this”, and ”we will 

The Swedish Crop Protection Association represents Swedish crop 
protection	companies	regarding	industry-wide	issues	when	in	contact	with:
•	 Political bodies
•	 Authorities and institutions
•	 Food industry and trade
•	 Agricultural associations and other stakeholders
•	 Media
•	 Users
•	 The general public
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have	a	look	and	correct	it”.	We	can	state	that	the	majority	have	changed	their	
message,	and	some	have	even	shown	an	interest	in	a	dialogue	about	the	topic.	
In	total,	the	Swedish	Crop	Protection	Association	has	been	in	contact	with	
five	companies	due	to	their	marketing	contravening	the	court’s	judgement	
in	the	trial	against	Coop.	After	contacting	the	companies	in	question,	we	
have noted changes on some websites, where the term ”chemical” has been 
changed	to	them	not	using	”synthetic	chemical”	pesticides.	The	Swedish	
Crop Protection Association has views on this change of expression, and an 
investigation	into	clarifying	the	terms	is	underway.

The collaboration with authorities and related agricultural organisations is 
going	very	well.	We	have	had	a	number	of	meetings	throughout	the	year	
where issues that are directly connected to the registration or use have been 
discussed	in	order	to	gain	a	shared	interpretation.	The	Swedish	Chemicals	
Agency is doing a very good job together with the Swedish Board of 
Agriculture	and	the	Swedish	National	Food	Agency,	so	the	applications	that	
are	sent	in	are	ready	within	fixed	time	limits.	This	means	that	new	products	
find	their	way	on	to	the	Swedish	market	at	approximately	the	same	time	as	in	
other	EU	countries.	It	is	great	that	Swedish	agriculture	is	in	a	phase	where	we	
have the same access to what is on the market in our neighbouring countries, 
which	means	that	we	can	compete	on	more	equal	terms.

Without the great commitment that exists within the member companies, the 
Swedish Crop Protection Association would have struggled to achieve the 
same	successes.	Dialogue	and	partnership	between	chancellory,	companies	
and	the	authorities	concerned	has	a	great	significance	when	trying	to	create	
changes	that	facilitate	agriculture	in	Sweden.	Thank	you	to	everyone	who	
participates in moving forward the Swedish Crop Protection Association’s 
positions	in	various	contexts.

Sören Pagh 
Chairman of the Swedish Crop Protection Association
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Activities for 2018 

Meetings    
The Swedish Crop Protection Association’s Board has held eight board 
meetings	during	the	year.	Moreover,	the	Board	held	an	additional	meeting	
devoted	to	strategic	discussions.	

The	Registration	Committee	has	held	five	meetings	during	the	year.	
Moreover, the Registration Committee held a meeting with the Swedish 
Chemicals Agency, as well as a meeting with the Swedish Board of 
Agriculture.	Agneta	Westerberg,	Department	Director	of	the	Department	
for Authorisation and Guidance, as well as a six other people from the 
authority, participated in the meeting with the Swedish Chemicals Agency 
on	15	February.	Mona	Strandmark,	Head	of	the	Environmental	Regulation	
Unit, as well as two other people from the authority, participated in the 
meeting	with	the	Swedish	Board	of	Agriculture	on	3	October.

During	the	year,	the	Committee	for	Technology	and	Information	held	two	
meetings.	Among	other	things,	the	topics	of	Blågult	Crop	Protection,	and	
information	about	the	benefits	of	crop	protection	products,	were	discussed.	
During	a	meeting	at	SMHI,	the	Swedish	Meteorological	and	Hydrological	
Institute	in	Norrköping,	important	meteorological	parameters	for	crop	
protection	were	processed	in	a	new	weather	application.

In	connection	with	the	Swedish	Crop	Protection	Association’s	General	
Assembly	on	17	April,	Jenny	Kreuger,	Director	at	SLU’s	Centre	for	
Chemical Pesticides (CKB), spoke about their work towards generating 
and mediating knowledge about crop protection products’ environmental 
aspects,	environmental	monitoring,	as	well	as	about	some	current	projects.	

ECPA
The Swedish Crop Protection Associationhas participated in the overall 
collaboration	within	ECPA,	European	Crop	Protection	Association.

Communication
During	2018,	the	Communications	Group	has	prepared,	conducted	and	
evaluated	a	large	number	of	activities.	The	group	has	held	seven	internal	
meetings	during	the	year.

The Swedish Crop Protection Association’s meeting activities have been 
significant,	as	per	usual.	During	the	year	a	number	of	meetings	have	been	
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conducted	with	the	Swedish	Chemicals	Agency	at	different	levels,	e.g.	a	
meeting	with	the	authority’s	Director	General.	Moreover,	some	meetings	
have	been	held	with	the	Swedish	Board	of	Agriculture,	e.g.	with	the	
authority’s	newly	appointed	Director	General.	Meetings	have	also	been	
held	regularly	with	the	Federation	of	Swedish	Farmers	at	secretariat	level.	
Furthermore, the association has conducted many meetings, as well as other 
forms	of	contact,	with	several	Swedish	parliamentarians.

During	the	last	few	years,	it	has	been	a	great	advancement	that	the	Swedish	
Chemicals Agency’s activities regarding the approval of crop protection 
products has developed in a positive direction, and now works relatively 
well.	The	line	of	cases	that	has	existed	for	many	years	has,	since	the	
spring of 2018, been completely dealt with, and thus the authority is now 
running	efficiently.	Thus,	incoming	cases	can	be	managed	in	accordance	
with the regulated processing times for applications regarding product 
approvals	that	exist	for	the	different	types	of	approvals.	The	Swedish	Crop	
Protection	Association’s	notification	by	the	Swedish	Chemicals	Agency	
to the Chancellor of Justice in 2014, with subsequent advocacy work, has 
been a strong contributor to the Swedish Chemicals Agency now working 
in accordance with applicable regulations, as well as that the Authority’s 
attitude towards the Swedish Crop Protection Association and its member 
companies	has	developed	in	a	positive	direction.

Last	year’s	success,	when	the	Swedish	Crop	Protection	Association	won	
the case against Coop in the Swedish Patent and Markets Court has, 
during the year, been followed up by the contacts that the association has 
made, not only with Coop but also with several other food chains and 
food	manufacturers.	The	verdict	given	in	the	Summer	of	2017	received	
great attention in the Swedish media, as well as outside of Sweden’s 
borders.	Throughout	the	year,	the	Swedish	Crop	Protection	Association	has	
explained our work with the lawsuit against Coop, the trial, and how we 
continue to work with marketing issues regarding organic food to ECPA and 
our	European	sister	associations.

The food strategy that was presented, and that Parliament backed in 2017, 
contains the overarching objective for a competitive food chain in which 
the	total	food	production	increases.	Growth	and	employment	will	be	
created within Swedish agriculture, and the strategy will also contribute 
towards sustainable development throughout the entire country, and towards 
achieving	relevant	national	environmental	objectives.	The	strategy	describes	
how sustainable crop protection work is an important prerequisite for 
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Swedish crop cultivation to assert itself against international competitors, 
and the importance of there being good access to crop protection products 
that	are	effectively	able	to	manage	the	pests	that	affect	cultivation.	The	
objectives and purpose of the food strategy are very important; however, 
throughout the year they have not had the desired affect, and unfortunately 
have	been	put	to	one	side	during	some	individual	political	decisions.	For	
the Swedish Crop Protection Association, it is important that the food 
strategy is emphasised substantially more within the political debate, and 
in	connection	with	decision	making.	Continued	communication	about	
the	significance	of	crop	protection	for	the	food	strategy’s	objectives	and	
purposes	is	therefore	still	of	great	importance.

The recurring meetings of the Swedish Chemicals Agency, the Swedish 
Board of Agriculture, the Federation of Swedish Farmers and the Swedish 
Crop Protection Association, which began in 2016, have also continued 
during	2018.	Current	and	concrete	crop	protection	issues	are	discussed	at	
these meetings, and the meetings are still considered to be meaningful by 
the	Swedish	Crop	Protection	Association.

The Swedish Crop Protection Association’s Board met for an entire day 
during Autumn, in order to hold strategic discussions about the association’s 
objectives,	visions,	manner	of	working,	and	factors	for	success.	A	vision	
and new objectives for the Swedish Crop Protection Association were 
formulated.

Significant	and	more	long-term	priorities	in	the	communication	business	are	
still	being	discussed.	Urgent	work	areas	are:	
•	 To	work	for	a	more	fact-based	and	science-based	view	of	crop	

protection products
•	 To clarify crop protection products’ place in more sustainable farming
•	 To work for the best of the entire Swedish agriculture, and to reduce the 

contradictions that exist between conventional and organic farming

On	7	December,	the	Swedish	Crop	Protection	Association	arranged	training	
in	crisis	communication	for	its	member	companies.	The	training	was	led	
by	the	crisis	manager,	media	coach	and	media	consultant,	Jeanette	Fors-
Andrée.

The Swedish Crop Protection Association was present and held various 
meetings	at	both	Borgeby	Field	Days	and	the	Almedalen	Week	in	Visby.
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The Swedish Chemicals Agency
Since the Swedish Crop Protection Association reported the Swedish 
Chemicals Agency to the Chancellor of Justice (JK), in 2014, for the 
inability to meet the requirements for processing times for applications 
for	product	approval	in	accordance	with	Regulation	(EC)	no.	1107/2009	
regarding	crop	protection	products,	much	has	happened	in	a	positive	way.	
The	extensive	line	of	cases	that	existed	for	many	years	is	now	gone.	During	
2018, the contact regarding crop protection cases between the Swedish Crop 
Protection Association and the Swedish Chemicals Agency has been good, 
and	the	authority	is	now	considered	to	be	effective	in	its	case	management.	
The Swedish Crop Protection Association has held several meetings, and 
other forms of contact, with the Swedish Chemicals Agency throughout 
the	year.	Maintaining	the	current	situation	is	of	great	importance	to	the	
association	and	its	member	companies.	Therefore,	communication	with	the	
authority	continues	to	be	prioritised.

The Crop Protection Council
The Swedish Crop Protection Association is part of the Crop Protection 
Council, and has participated in all of the council’s meetings throughout 
the	year.	As	a	result	of	the	national	food	strategy,	and	the	fact	that	the	crop	
protection issues have clearly been given prominence within it, the Crop 
Protection	Council	has	a	comprehensive	and	important	task.

According to the Crop Protection Council’s task, sustainable crop protection 
work is a prerequisite for Swedish crop cultivation to assert itself among 
its	international	competitors.	Therefore,	the	Crop	Protection	Council	must	
contribute towards creating good access to crop protection methods that 
can effectively manage the pests that affect cultivation, and to minimise the 
risks	and	consequences	to	human	health	and	the	environment.

The Swedish Crop Protection Association’s lawsuit against Coop - 
follow up
In	2016,	the	Swedish	Crop	Protection	Association	reported	the	Swedish	
food retailer, Coop, to the Swedish Patent and Market Court for violation 
of	the	Swedish	Marketing	Act.	The	comprehensive	report	pointed	out	and	
remarked upon, among other things, suggested, but not proven, marketing 
claims	regarding	the	health	and	environmental	benefits	of	organic	farming	
and	organic	food	production.	The	main	negotiations	occurred	during	
2017, and the verdict given on 3 July 2017 resulted in the Swedish Crop 
Protection	Association	winning	on	all	accounts.
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During	2018,	the	Swedish	Crop	Protection	Association	has	followed	up	
on the verdict by monitoring how several other food retailers and food 
manufacturers	market	organic	products.	The	most	common	claims	that	we	
have noticed, with support from the verdict against Coop are: ”no chemical 
pesticides are used within organic production” and ”organic farming is 
better for biodiversity”
Several times, the Swedish Crop Protection Association has, through 
sharply formulated letters from a lawyer, commented on the marketing that 
we	have	witnessed.	In	other	cases,	we	have	held	personal	meetings	or	made	
contact	via	email.	In	most	cases,	the	companies	that	have	been	contacted	
have	changed	their	statements	in	accordance	with	our	remarks.

Brochure on registration of crop protection products
During	the	year,	the	Swedish	Crop	Protection	Association	has	worked	on,	
and also completed, a brochure that describes how the registration of crop 
protection	products	are	regulated	in	Sweden	and	the	EU.	We	hope	that	the	
brochure, which is available in a printed version and can be downloaded 
from the Swedish Crop Protection Association’s website, describes in 
simple	terms	what	the	rules	are	and	how	they	are	applied.

Study visit for the Swedish Chemicals Agency
On 9 October, the Swedish Crop Protection Association organized a study 
day	in	Skåne	about	seed	treatment	for	the	staff	of	the	Swedish	Chemicals	
Agency.	10	people	from	the	authority	participated.		The	day	began	with	
Mats Andersson, Bayer, reviewing treatments and treatment techniques, 
treatment against fungal diseases, treatment against pests, and what 
treatments in Sweden look like in comparison to other countries, as well as 
the	future	of	treatments	in	Sweden.	Thereafter,	Svenska	Foder’s	treatment	
facility	in	Tågarp	was	visited	first,	and	then	Lantmännen’s	treatment	facility	
in	Eslöv.The	day	was	a	success,	and	the	response	from	the	participants	was	
very	positive.

Northern Zone meeting
On 27 September, the Swedish Crop Protection Association participated 
in	the	annual	Northern	Zone	meeting	together	with	participants	from	
industry	and	responsible	authorities	in	the	countries	in	the	Northern	Zone.	
The	Finnish	association.	KASTE,	hosted	the	meeting	that	was	arranged	
in	Helsingfors.	Several	representatives	from	the	Swedish	Crop	Protection	
Association’s Registration Committee were engaged in the meeting’s 
planning	and	implementation.
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Taxation on crop protection products
A governmental committee was established at the end of 2016, among 
other things to provide an overview of the law (1984:410) regarding the 
taxation	of	pesticides.		During	2017,	the	inquiry	was	completed,	and	the	
committee`s report ”Tax on cadmium in certain products and in chemical 
plant	protection	products”	was	presented	in	December	2017.	In	its	report,	
the inquiry proposed a risk differentiated tax on chemical plant protection 
products.	According	to	the	proposal,	chemical	plant	protection	products	
must be separated into three different tax levels, and the tax shall be based 
on	the	highest	permitted	hectare	dose	for	each	crop	protection	product.	The	
Swedish Crop Protection Association, which has been engaged and actively 
contributed to the inquiry’s work, submitted a consultation response to the 
inquiry’s	proposal	at	the	beginning	of	2018.
In	brief,	the	Swedish	Crop	Protection	Association	presented	the	following	
viewpoints:
•	 The investigator’s proposal for risk differentiated taxes on crop 

protection products neither contributes to decreased health risks, nor to 
decreased	environmental	risks.

•	 The proposal entails increased costs and deteriorating competitive 
conditions	for	Swedish	farming	and	Swedish	horticulture.	Thus,	this	
works	against	the	purposes	of	the	food	strategy.

•	 Taxes	on	crop	protection	products	do	not	fulfil	any	function	in	Sweden	
and	should	therefore	be	abolished.

ECPA project: Cumulative Impact Assessment
With current European legislation, a large number of crop protection 
products	are	at	risk	of	disappearing	within	the	near	future.	This	is	mainly	
due to the fact that the products are assessed according to their inherent 
properties (danger), and not according to the risk brought about by the 
use.	ECPA	is	preparing	an	assessment	of	the	consequences	in	different	
countries.	A	report	has	been	published	about	the	study’s	results	in	the	first	
nine	countries.	As	part	of	this	process,	an	investigation	was	also	conducted	
in	Sweden	in	2018.	An	expert	group,	consisting	of	representatives	for	
cultivation	organisations	and	consulting,	have	participated.	The	study’s	
results are shocking, if not terrifying, with regards to the consequences on 
Swedish	cultivation.	ECPA	is	currently	working	on	compiling	the	report	
from	a	number	of	countries.	The	launch	is	expected	to	occur	in	the	autumn	
of	2019.

Field Trials
Via the Field Experiments Committee, the Swedish Crop Protection 
Association	has	continued	the	dialogue	with	clients	and	providers	of	trials.	
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On	3	December,	the	industry	association	arranged	a	meeting	in	Växjö	
with	the	Hushållningssällskapen’s	trial	managers	and	the	Crop	Protection	
Centres.	In	addition	to	overall	matters,	a	number	of	practical	and	technical	
issues	were	discussed.	The	meeting	was	very	solution	oriented	in	the	mutual	
exchange of experience between client and provider; all with the purpose of 
obtaining	a	better	and	more	uniform	quality	of	the	trials	conducted.

Product stewardship
During	the	year,	the	issue	regarding	labelling	and	handling	of	empty	
packaging has been investigated in collaboration with the Swedish 
Environmental	Protection	Agency	and	the	Swedish	Chemicals	Agency.

The	2018	ethics	seminar	was	held	on	12	December	in	Lund.		Johan	
Karlzén, Chairman of the Swedish Cereal Growers Association, provided 
his	views	on	the	member	companies’	marketing	materials.	Sören	Pagh,	
Elise	Georgson,	Rikard	Larsson	and	Anders	Normann	were	behind	the	
ethical group’s annual internal review, which was also presented during the 
seminar.

The information project ”Nyttan” (”Value”)
During	2018,	a	project	was	started	with	the	aim	of	making	more	facts	
known	about	the	need	and	benefit	of	making	crop	protection	products	
available	to	a	broader	but	more	interested	part	of	public.	In	the	early	
Summer, a focus group study regarding how consumers view food and 
pesticides	was	commissioned	by	the	Swedish	Crop	Protection	Association.	
Many	interesting	reflections	could	be	made	using	that	study	as	a	basis.	
Notes	from	the	conversations	in	the	focus	groups	indicate,	among	other	
things, that Swedes still have a relatively great trust in the authorities that 
are	tasked	with	checking	our	food.

In	order	to	produce	information	material,	Jan-Olov	Johansson	has	been	
hired	as	a	consultant	in	the	project,	which	has	many	purposes.	Among	the	
main purposes are: 
•	 Current organic farming should not have the monopoly on 

sustainability
•	 Improve	the	conditions	for	the	realisation	of	the	food	strategy
•	 The public should be given answers to their questions, and have a 

positive image of Swedish agriculture
•	 Moreover,	decision	makers/politicians	must	get	a	positive	image	of	the	

future
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Blågult Växtskydd (Blue-yellow Plant Protection)
In	2016,	the	Swedish	Crop	Protection	Association’s	initiative	for	the	
correct	use	of	crop	protection	products	was	launched.	Via	a	presentation	on	
seasonal starts and other crop protection activities, the objective has been to:
•	 contribute towards the correct use of crop protection products,
•	 explain	why	products	receive	the	approval	they	do,	e.g.	protection	

zones,	withdrawal	periods,	carbon	filters,	etc.
•	 explain why it is important to follow the labels and spraying 

regulations.

Every year, the presentation material is supplemented with what is new 
and	current	for	the	use	of	crop	protection	products.	During	2018,	the	
possibilities of reaching out to users in a better way via consultants and 
retailers	has	also	been	discussed.

Packaging collection
The Swedish Crop Protection Associationis a member of the Association 
SvenskEnsilageplast Retur and participates in the activities operated 
by	Svensk	Ensilageplast	Retur	AB.	During	the	year,	the	Swedish	Crop	
Protection	Association	has	been	represented	by	Hans	Hagenvall	on	the	
association’s	and	company’s	boards.

Technology and standardisation
During	2018,	the	Swedish	Crop	Protection	Association	has	been	a	member	
of	the	Scandinavian	standardisation	group	SIS	TK	224.	The	standardisation	
group works with requirements for new equipment for the application of 
crop protection products, and with methods for functional testing of the 
equipment	when	in	use.

The purpose of this work is, among other things, to reduce the risk of drift, 
spillage	and	leakage,	to	obtain	a	uniform/homogenous	mixing	via	stirring	
requirements,	as	well	as	to	obtain	an	even	flow	and	even	distribution/
deposition	of	the	spray	liquid.

In	Sweden,	we	see	opportunities	for	the	approval	of	crop	protection	
products	by	using	the	terms	and	conditions	for	use.	A	standard	has	been	
prepared	for	preparation	refills	with	measuring	methods	and	requirements	
for more secure working environments, and reduced external environmental 
risks.	Internationally,	work	is	under	way	on	a	standard	for	Closed	Transfer	
Systems, which can provide opportunities for substances that are deemed 
to	have	particular	risks	for	the	operator	/	the	external	environment	when	
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refilling	the	spraying	equipment.	This	standard	is	highly	prioritised	by	
several	of	the	member	companies’	parent	companies.

Nationally,	a	standard	for	the	functionality	testing	of	treatment	machines	has	
come	a	long	way.

Participation in external groups
Beyond the representation mentioned above, the Swedish Crop Protection 
Association has also been engaged in the following groups throughout the 
year:
•	 Odling i Balans (Cultivation in Balance) (stakeholder group)
•	 Säkert	Växtskydd	(Secure	Crop	Protection)	(steering	committee)
•	 Advisory group for the terms of use for crop protection products (task 

force)
•	 Centre for chemical pesticides, CKB (reference group)
•	 LRF	Minor	use	project	(steering	group)
•	 The Swedish Environmental Protection Agency’s reference group for 

environmental monitoring of crop protection products in agricultural 
land

The secretariat
During	2018,	Anders	Normann	has	been	solely	employed	and	active	in	the	
secretariat.	Hans	Hagenvall	has	helped	the	association	on	a	consultancy	
basis	on	several	projects,	among	other	things.

Consultations          

Ministry of Finance
Comments on the report (SOU 2017:102) regarding the tax on cadmium in 
certain products and chemical crop protection products

The Swedish Board of Agriculture
Comments on the draft report regarding the glyphosate prohibition, 
alternative pesticides, and availability forecasts
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Ogräsmedel
51 %

Svampmedel
34 %

Insektsmedel
11 %

Övrigt
4 %

The Swedish Crop Protection Association’s sales 
statistics 2018
Each year, the member companies of the Swedish Crop Protection 
Association	report	the	internal	sales	to	the	distribution	trade.	As	not	
all importing companies are members of the Swedish Crop Protection 
Association, there is an increased or decreased deviation from the Swedish 
Chemicals	Agency’s	official	statistics	each	year,	depending	on	the	
companies’	market	shares.

The value of sales in 2018 on the Swedish market for agriculture, fruit 
and horticulture for the Swedish Crop Protection Association´s member 
companies was a total of

 SEK 665 million

This amount can be divided into the following product groups
Herbicides	 SEK	325	million
Fungicides SEK 247 million
Insecticides	 SEK	66	million
Other SEK 27 million

The volume of active ingredients that was sold by the Crop Protection 
Association´s member companies to agriculture, fruit and horticulture was a 
total of

2018  1 066 tonnes
2017  1 325 tonnes

Others
4 %

Herbicides
49 %Ogräsmedel
49 %

Svampmedel
37 %

Insektsmedel
10 %

Övrigt
4 %

Insecticides
10 %

Fungicides
37 %
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The breakdown can be done in the different product groups 

 2018 2017
Herbicides	 674	tonnes	 975	tonnes	
Fungicides 229 tonnes 266 tonnes 
Insecticides	 99	tonnes	 38	tonnes
Other 64 tonnes 46 tonnes

The	trend	of	reduced	acreage	(0.7	%)	also	continued	during	2018.	The	total	
cereal area was 996 200 hectares, which is a reduction of approximately  
2	%	compared	to	the	previous	year.	Barley,	which	during	2018	formed	the	
largest	cereal	crop,	increased	in	area	by	25	%.	Spring	barley	accounted	for	
96	%	of	the	total	barley	area.	Wheat,	which	was	the	second	largest	cereal	
crop,	decreased	in	area	by	19	%.	Autumn	wheat	accounted	for	78	%	of	the	
total	wheat	area.	During	the	most	recent	years	preceding	this,	the	wheat	
area	was	larger	than	the	barley	area.	However,	the	weather	during	autumn	
2017	made	it	more	difficult	to	sow	autumn	crops,	and	especially	the	autumn	
wheat	area	decreased.	Less	autumn	sowing	contributed	to	larger	areas	of	
spring	barley.	Oats,	which	constituted	the	third	largest	cereal	crop,	increased	
in	area	by	5	%.	The	collective	area	of	rape	and	turnip	rape	decreased	by	 
8	%	to	105	700	hectares.	89	%	of	the	area	consisted	of	autumn	rape.	Since	
2000,	the	area	for	rape	and	turnip	rape	has	increased	significantly.	Both	the	
potato area and the area for growing sugar beets decreased somewhat in 
comparison	with	the	previous	year.	The	leguminous	plant	area	decreased	by	
4	%	compared	to	2017.

The extremely dry and warm summer in Sweden lowered the harvest levels 
for	all	crops	throughout	the	country.	The	total	cereal	harvest	was	almost	
halved in comparison to the previous year, and in comparison to the average 
from	the	five	previous	years.	Moreover,	the	total	harvest	of	rape	and	turnip	
rape decreased considerably, as did the harvest for the various specialty 
crops.

The attacks of Septoria	and	rust	in	wheat	were	very	low.	The	attacks	of	
leaf	spot	disease	in	spring	barley	was	also	very	low.	However,	the	attack	of	
common pollen beetles was very high, and larger attacks of brassica pod 
midge	also	occurred	in	certain	parts	of	the	country.

The year’s reduction in total sales value can be explained by the extremely 
dry	weather.	This	resulted	in	a	significant	decrease	in	treatments	against	
fungal	diseases,	both	in	cereal	and,	to	a	certain	extent,	potatoes.	The	area	of	
autumn	wheat	in	2018	was	significantly	lower	than	normal,	a	factor	that	also	
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affects	the	total	sales	value.	There	are	also	stocks	in	the	market,	both	with	
retailers	and	growers,	which	affect	the	total	sales.	

Factors that generally affect the sales of crop protection products, expressed 
in tonnes, are changes in the land area of the crops cultivated, and changes 
in	the	market	shares	of	the	member	companies.	Moreover,	displacements	
between different product groups have an impact, as the proportion of active 
substance	in	different	crop	protection	products	varies.

The sales of crop protection products from suppliers to retailers in a single 
year	does	not	completely	reflect	the	use	of	crop	protection	products	in	
that	year.	The	sales	statistics	can	also	be	affected	by	a	clearance	sale	of	
certain	products.	Stocks	can	be	built	up	or	used	by	retailers	and	users.	In	
all,	everything	indicates	that	the	sales	figures,	observed	over	a	multi-year	
period,	reflect	a	motivated	needs-adapted	use	of	crop	protection	products.
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The Board and the Committees in 2018 

The Board 
Ordinary members Deputy members
Sören	Pagh,	BASF	AB,	chairman	 Hanna	Løyche
Mats Andersson, Bayer CropScience, vice chairman Marcus Pedersen
Rikard	Larsson,	Adama	 Sonny	Jensen
Lars	Dinesen,	Corteva	Agriscience	 Darko	Kosoderc
Sophie	Hane-Weijman,	FMC	Agricultural	Solutions	 Henric	Claeson
Ulf	Möller,	Nordisk	Alkali	AB	 Erik	Åkesson
Carl	David	Trozelli,	Nufarm	Deutschland	GmbH	 Andreas	Johansson
Nina	Olsson,	Syngenta	Nordics	A/S	 Carl-Henrik	Ljung
 
The Election Committee
Mats Andersson, Bayer CropScience
Peter	Löfgren,	BASF	AB
Ulf	Möller,	Nordisk	Alkali	AB 
Ingrid	Bechtel,	Nufarm
Carl-Henrik	Ljung,	Syngenta

The Committee for Technology and Information 
Stefan	Hansson,	Bayer	CropScience,	chairman
Lars	Kruse	Andersen,	Adama
Måns	Edensten,	BASF	AB	
Henric	Claeson,	FMC	Agricultural	Solutions
Andreas	Malmqvist,	Nordisk	Alkali	AB
Andreas	Johansson,	Nufarm	Deutschland	GmbH
Carl-Henrik	Ljung,	Syngenta	Nordics	A/S

The Registration Committee 
Anna	Olevik,	Nordisk	Alkali	AB,	chairman
Karin Bringsma, Adama
Christian	Deibjerg	Hansen,	BASF	AB
Gurli	Vagnsø,	Bayer	CropScience
Lisa	Maria	Jessen,	Corteva	Agriscience
Sophie	Hane-Weijman,	FMC	Agricultural	Solutions
Ingrid	Bechtel/Jessica	Andersen,	Nufarm	Deutschland	GmbH
Victoria	Jung,	Syngenta	Nordics	A/S

The Field Experiments Committee 
Ann-Kristin	Nilsson,	BASF	AB,	chairman
Rikard	Larsson,	Adama
Lisa	Rydenheim,	Bayer	CropScience
Fredrik	Sörensson,	Nordisk	Alkali	AB
Carl-Henrik	Ljung,	Syngenta	Nordics	A/S
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BASF AB
Agro Nordic/Baltic
Business Area Manager: Robert Racz
Sales and Consultancy:
Jakob Willas Jensen
jakob-willas.jensen@basf.com
Mobile: +45 252 311 82
Thomas	Wildt-Persson
thomas.wildt-persson@basf.com
Mobile:	070-949	80	15
Måns	Edensten
mans.edensten@basf.com
Mobile:	070-587	03	45
Sören Pagh
soren.pagh@basf.com
Mobile :+45 40 83 51 24
Homepage:	www.agro.basf.se

Company
The BASF group is one of the worlds 
leading chemical companies with 
an	annual	turnover	of	approx.	64,4	
billion	Euro	and	more	than	116.000	
employees	in	170	countries.	The	BASF	
Europe	North	form	an	administrative	
unit consisting of six business areas 
with	cross	border	sales	responsibility.	
BASF is marketing plastics 
commodity, processing products, 
pigments and dispersions as well as 
industrial	and	agricultural	chemicals.

The agricultural unit is marketing 
crop	protections	as	e.g.	Acrobat	WG,	
Basagran SG, Candit, Cantus, Comet, 
Flexity, Focus Ultra, Medax Max, 
Priaxor	and	Signum.

ADAMA Northern Europe 
B.V. 
Box	355,	3830	AK	Leusden,	Netherlands
Homepage:	www.adama.com
Managing Director:	Han	Rupert
Commercial Director: Jaap de Bruijn
Area Manager Scandinavia, Baltics and Be-
larus:	Sonny	Jensen,	0045-21	25	90	27
Technical Support:	Rikard	Larsson
070-292	22	28
Lars	Kruse	Andersen
0045-51	24	90	70

ADAMA Northern Europe B.V., a  
subsidiary	company	of	ADAMA	Agricultural	
Solutions	Ltd.is	one	of	the	world’s	leading	
manufacturer	and	distributor	of	crop-protection	
solutions.	The	Company	supplies	efficient	
solutions to farmers across the full farming 
value-chain,	including	crop-protection	and	 
complementary	non-crop	businesses.

The Company is ranked sixth in the world in the 
overall	agro-chemicals	industry.	The	Company	
is	characterized	by	its	farmer-centric	approach	
to product development, and strict standards of 
environmental	protection	and	quality	control.	
Adama’s mission is to grow further in the crop 
protection market by expanding our product 
range and by adding more unique products and 
specialties	to	the	product	portfolio.	

ADAMA	Northern	Europe	B.V.	is	located	
in	Leusden	in	the	Netherlands.	From	our	
headquarters	in	Leusden	we	are	serving	the	
regions	Benelux,	the	Nordic	countries,	the	Baltic	
countries	and	Belarus.	

Simply.	Grow.	Together.	This	is	Adama’s	
promise to farmers, their distributors, farming 
and	our	employees.	Three	everyday	words.	
Yet, they carry the potential to make a lasting 
difference to farming everywhere, while 
ensuring	the	sustainability	of	the	company.
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Bayer AB
Bayer CropScience
Kometvägen	1,	245	32Staffanstorp
Homepage:	www.cropscience.bayer.se
Bayer	AB	is	located	in	Stockholm.
Managing Director Nordic:
Antoine Bernet
Operation Manager Nordic:
Poul Bjerre Jensen
Business Manager Sweden:
Mats Andersson

Bayer CropScience, a subsidiary of  
Bayer AG, is one of the worlds leading
innovative	LifeScience	companies
in the areas of crop protection, seeds
and	green	biotechnology.	The	company
offers an outstanding range of products
and extensive service backup for modern,
sustainable	agriculture	and	for	non-
agricultural	applications.

Bayer CropScience has a global 
workforce	of	23.000	and	is	represented	
in 120 countries, ensuring proximity 
to	distributors	and	consumers.	Bayer	
CropScience	in	the	Nordic	countries
has a workforce approximately  
40	employees.	The	Nordic	headquarter	is
located	in	Copenhagen,	Denmark	
with	offices	in	Sweden,	Norway	and	
Finland.	For	the	Swedish	farmers	
Bayer CropScience offers a range of 
important	products	and	solutions.	Bayer	
CropScience is represented throughout 
the whole of Sweden with professional 
commercial	and	technical	consultants.

Corteva Agriscience
Langebrogade	1,	1411	København	K
Danmark
Tel: +45 45 28 08 00
Homepage:	www.corteva.se
Managing Director:	Lars	G.	Dinesen
Registration Manager:	Lisa	M.	Jessen
Commercial Sweden:  
Stefan	Caspersen,	Darko	Kosoderc	
Market representatives:	Darko	Kosoderc,	
Sebastian Bengtsson
Product manager:	Hans	Raun	(Cereal	
herbicides, fungicides)
Product manager:	Rolf	Snekkerup	(BLC)
Owner: Corteva Agriscience (100 %)

Corteva	Agriscienceis	an	innovative	R&D	
company which developes plant protection, 
seeds	and	digital	solutions	for	farming.	Our	
purpose: to enrich the lives for those who 
produce, and those who consume, ensuring 
progress	for	generations	to	come.
Learn	more	at	www.corteva.com	or	www.
corteva.se.	Follow	Corteva	Agriscience	on	
Facebook,	Twitter,	LinkedIn.

In	Sweden	the	following	Corteva	 
Agrisciences products are available for the 
Swedish	farmers:	ZYPAR*,	PIXXARO*,	
QUELLEX*,	BELKAR*,	ZORVEC**,	
MUSTANG*	FORTE,	LANCELOT*,	
TOMBO*,	BROADWAY*,	BROADWAY	
STAR*,	STARANE	XL*,	ARIANE*S,	
MATRIGON*72SG,	GALERA*,	KERB*	
FLO	400,	CONSERVE*,	TALIUS**,	
TITUS**,	GALLERY*,	MUSTANG*,	
PRIMUS*XL

*Varumärke	–	Dow	AgroSciences	 
**	Varumärke	-	DuPont
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FMC Agricultural Solutions 
A/S
Genvej	2,	2970	Hørsholm
Danmark
Hemsida:	www.fmcagro.se
Nordic & Baltic Commercial Business:
Norbert	Leisse
norbert.leisse@fmc.com
Sales & Advising Consultant Sweden:
Henric	”Henke”	Claeson
henke.claeson@fmc.com
Business Support Specialist:
Ann-Helen	Siwertsson
ann-helen.siwertsson@dupont.com
Order Management Coordinator:
Nicolai	Bech
Nicolai	Bech@fmc.com
Marketing & Sales Specialist:
Merete Aistrup
merete.aistrupdichman@fmc.com
Registration Specialists Nordic Baltic:
Sophie	Hane-Weijman
sophie.hane-weijman@fmc.com
Ananda	Scherner,	PhD
ananda.scherner@fmc.com
Development Specialis Nordic Baltic: 
Tone Glarborg
tone.glarborg@fmc.com
Irina	Alexandra	Ionescu,	PhD
irina-alexandra.ionescu@fmc.com
Technical and Development Manager
for Plant Health products in 
Baltic&Nordic:
Tomas	Jurčiukonis
tomas.jurciukonis@fmc.com

Owner: FMC Corporation
Legal	entity	/	Invoice	address
Cheminova	A/S
Thyborønvej	78
DK-7673	Harboøre
Denmark
Corporate	Tax	ID:	DK12760043
Employees in Sweden: 3

FMC is one of the world’s leading 
companies	in	R&D	in	Plant	Protection	
Products.	The	EMEA	headquarters	is	
located	in	Hørsholm,	Denmark,	as	well	
as	the	European	Innovation	Center,	
where among other things, innovation 
of biologicals is being developed
FMC has a strong and interesting 
pipeline and techniques for new Plant 
Protection Products in both crop 
protection	and	plant	health.
FMC	in	Nordic	Baltic	includes	sales,	
advisory research, development and 
registration employees across the  
7	countries;	Denmark,	Estonia,	
Finland,	Latvia,	Lithuania,	Norway	and	
Sweden.
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Nordisk Alkali AB
Nordisk	Alkali	AB
Krusegatan 19
212 25 Malmö, Sweden
Phone: +46 40 6808530
Fax: +46 4093 84 00
Homepage:	www.nordiskalkali.se
info@nordiskalkali.se
MD:	Erik	Åkesson
Registration and development:  
Anna Olevik
Field trials and development:  
Fredrik Sörensson
Steven Van Pottelberge
Sales and marketing:	Erik	Åkesson,	
Fredrik Sörensson, Ulf Möller,
Sales and advisory southern Sweden: 
Andreas Malmqvist
Sales and advisory central Sweden: 
Tomas Fahlgren
Technical advisoryin vegetables, fruit, 
berries, green house, H&G and bio 
products: Gunilla Persson
Finance and book keeping:  
Sofie	Belander
Supply chain and office:  
Rose-Marie	Goréus,	Kristin	Nelson
Owner: Belchim Crop Protection, 100 %
Employees: 18 of which 11 in Sweden, 
4	in	Denmark,	2	in	Lithuania	and	1	in	
Finland.

To be knowledgeable in all aspects of 
plant protection is one of the cornerstones 
of	our	operation.	People	in	Nordisk	
Alkali have a long and broad experience 
of plant protection in both conventional 
agricultural crops as well as in more 
specialised crops and cultures such as 

fruit, berries, vegetables, ornamentals 
and	crops	under	glass.

Nordisk	Alkali	has	activities	in	all	
Nordic	and	Baltic	countries	with	an	
affiliated	office	in	Denmark	and	offices	
in	Lithuania	and	Finland.	We	have	
close	cooperation	with	several	well-
known international plant protection 
companies.	This	enables	us	to	be	at	
the frontier of development of new 
technologies	and	products.	We	are	
constantly developing our product 
portfolio, both for existing and new 
products and our long term strategy is 
to be an attractive partner for farmers, 
distributors, advisory services and our 
suppliers.

Some examples of plant protection 
products that we market: Alar SG, 
Cymbal,	Danitron,	Diflanil,	Fazor,	
Fenix,	Fibro,	Diabolo,	Dipel,	Frupica,	
Goltix	WG,	Lentagran,	Mospilan,	
Narita,	Nissorun,	Proman,	Proxanil,	
Ranman Top, Raptol, Roxy, Select, 
Shirlan,	Sluxx	HP,	Syllit,	Teppeki,	
Topsin, Turexas well as seed treatment 
products	and	rodenticides.
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acquisitions, expanded its portfolio 
of	72	for	Nufarm’s	new	products	on	a	
European	basis.

Nufarm	has	a	leading	position	
in sustainable solutions aimed at 
ensuring safe food production globally 
and nationally, which includes a 
comprehensive work to prevent 
herbicide	and	fungicidal	resistance.	
Nufarm	also	supplies	products	for	so-
called	organic	farming.

Nufarm	has	received	the	world	first	
regulatory approval for plant based 
long	chain	omega	3.

Long-Chain	omega	3	DHA	and	EPA	
are	essential	for	human	and	fish	
health.	This	new	proprietary	product	
aims to help relieve pressure on wild 
fish	stocks,	which	are	the	current	
source	for	this	important	nutrient.It	
is anticipated that that one hectare of 
Nufarms	omega-3	Oilseedrape	has	the	
potential	to	provide	the	omega	-3	yield	
from 10 000 kilograms of wild caught 
fish.	

Nufarm Deutschland 
GmbH
Country Manager Nordics:  
Carl	David	Trozelli
Technical Product Manager:  
Andreas Johansson
Senior advisor: Johan Toll
Sales Representative:	Ingrid	Bechtel
External consult:	Dorthe	Kappel
Head of Regulatory affairs:  
Jessica Andersen 
Senior consult:	Johannes	Hahl,	 
Ole	Sigvart	Dahlen
Homepage:	www.nufarm.com

Nufarm	Deutschland	is	a	wholly-owned	
subsidiary of one of the world’s leading 
manufacturers of plant protection 
products,	Nufarm	Limited,	Australia.	

Nufarm	is	engaged	in	product	
development, marketing and sales of 
plant protection products, as well as 
Biorationals.

Nufarm’s	vision	is	to	offer	our	customers	
A better tomorrow, ”Grow a better 
tomorrow”, which inspires the entire 
organization, as part of our customer 
excellence	program	Nufarm	Nordics	has	
moved the headquarters one step closer to 
our customers and are nowadays placed 
on	a	farm	in	Scania.	Nufarm	has,	through	
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Syngenta Crop Protection 
A/S
Strandlodsvej 44
DK-2300	Köpenhamn	S
Danmark
Phone: +45 32 87 11 00
Homepage:	www.syngenta.se
Managing Director Nordic: 
Heike	Koehler
Sales Manager Nordic:
Henning	Jensen
Market Manager Sweden:
Nina	Olsson
Sales and Field Technician Sweden:
Carl-Henrik	Ljung
Oskar Björling
Head of Regulatory:
Victoria Jung
No of employees in the Nordic 
organization: 30

Company
Syngenta is a leading agriculture 
company helping to improve global food 
security by enabling millions of farmers 
to	make	better	use	of	available	resources.	
Through world class science and 
innovative crop solutions, our 28,000 
people in over 90 countries are working 
to	transform	how	crops	are	grown.	We	
are committed to rescuing land from 
degradation, enhancing biodiversity and 
revitalizing	rural	communities.
To	learn	more	visit	www.syngenta.com	
and	www.goodgrowthplan.com.	Follow	
us	on	Facebook®	at	www.facebook.com/
SyngentaSverige

On the Swedish market Syngenta provide 
both	seeds	and	crop	protection.	Within	
the portfolio there are a number of 
fungicides, herbicides, seed care products 
and insecticides as well as seeds for 
growing	oil	seed	rape,	barley	and	maize.

A few examples of brands are Amistar®, 
Armure®, Boxer®, Callisto®, Elatus 
Era®, Celest Extra Formula M®, 
Vibrance	Gold®,	Hyvido®,	Moddus	
Start®,	Revus®,	Switch®.
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The budget and results 2018 – service to the Swedish 
CPA member companies

  
 

Staff and administration costs 1 890 000  1 605 535 

Meeting activities 130 000 122 916

International	cooperation	 100	000	 108	369

Consulting assignments and  735 000 959 571
arrangements

Product stewardship, technology  315 000 167 994
and information

Communication 330 000 196 258

Totally 3 500 000 3 160 643

Budget (SEK)
2018

Result (SEK)
2018
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The Swedish Crop Protection Association
P.O. Box 5501, SE-114 85 Stockholm

Visiting address: Storgatan 19, Stockholm
Telephone +46 8 783 82 40

E-mail: info@svensktvaxtskydd.se
Website: www.svensktvaxtskydd.se

Contact: Anders Normann

Science is increasingly up against emotion
Many people have opinions about agriculture, food and crop 
protection. Methods are questioned, criticised and regulated. 
Synthetic chemicals are considered to be more dangerous than 
so-called natural chemicals. Organically cultivated products are 
marketed as healthy and good for the climate and environment. 
This is done despite the fact that there is no evidence to 
support that organic is healthier than other food. With regards 
to environmental and climate impact, there are clear indications 
that the burden from organic cultivation is greater – mainly due 
to lower harvests, the need for more cultivated land, and higher 
energy consumption.

It cannot be right to allow tax subsidised alternative cultivation 
to take over the production of food. There is a broad agreement 
regarding the Swedish food strategy and an increased Swedish 
food production. However, political decisions in the form of 
organic investments and taxes contradict the objectives.  
Science is suddenly put to one side when it benefits certain 
political interests. We must be able to trust scientific studies, 
rather than allow our emotions to dictate. To a high degree, this 
applies to the use of crop protection products. There is a lot to 
worry about here.

It is correct to question and experiment. Decisions should be 
made based on facts. The Swedish Crop Protection Association 
will always stand up for science and tried-and-tested experience.

The Swedish Crop Protection Association is one of five industry 
associations linked to the service company KTF Organisation AB


