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For you turned my griefs into joy;
you took off my sackcloth and you clothed me with joy!
Jt iy0r ;g9j wy3fvj9>
@yu96r jh6t= lghfvj9 Fu bjr yu9g3yupfgte d1kfuy9fvj9
Psalm 30:11

Bashde Inc. has two missions: First and foremost, we exist to glorify our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
through streaming continuous, uplifting, worshipful1 Armenian Christian music and scripture – 24/7 on
www.bashde.org Our second mission is to help emerging artists produce new Armenian Christian
programs, music, and songs that will glorify the One who shed His blood so that we may have eternal
life.
On July 12, 2104 Bashde Inc. had its first concert in LA. About a thousand people from across the LA
Armenian community from all denominations were blessed attending this concert with many local
musicians. We raised awareness and funds for Syria and Syrian Armenians. The Lord has led us this
year to bring the worship music of hope and revival to our beloved Lebanese and Syrian brothers and
sisters in Lebanon! There will also be a rekindling of the Nor Yerk band – with many of its original
members as well as new guests.
We dedicate this volume of the Bashde Newsletter to the events and concerts in Lebanon

Bashde Lebanon 2016

May 6-8
Pease pray for the concerts, the musicians, the many volunteers and especially the attendees. May
God be glorified through worship and many receive the message of hope and renewal – from all
denominations. We have an impressive lineup of musicians who will be traveling from the US and
Europe to support this event. Please also help us through your generous gifts.
All donations are tax deductible and will be used for the project with zero administrative costs
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Bashde Lebanon 2016
Rev. Nerses Balabanian

As you know the situation in
Lebanon and Syria is very difficult.
Imagine living constantly in an
environment of war, refugees,
hopelessness, and poverty. It is
taking its toll, especially on the
Christian populations of Syria and
Lebanon.
The local churches of Lebanon are
facing those challenges. During my
trips in 2014 and 2015, I realized
the need of the local churches and
their leadership for encouragement
and support.
There are more than 1,800,000 Syrian refugees in Lebanon, including 8,000 Syrian
Armenians. The Lebanese pastors and social workers serving them are at the point of
exhaustion, and encouragement will be welcomed and appreciated.
This year I am planning to take Christian musicians from the US and Europe to Lebanon
to revive and encourage the local ministry and energize the youth groups.
This year’s ministry will be sponsored by Bashde, Inc., on whose board I serve. The
project will consist of:
1. Three days in KCHAG retreat center with all local and overseas musicians to
prepare musically and spiritually for the main worship events;
2. Two evenings of Worship in Beirut, near an Armenian neighborhood;
3. Finding local musicians and mentoring them;
4. Outreach events for the youth;
5. Visiting school chapels;
6. Visiting Syrian refugee camps.
Please consider donating to this, especially in this difficult time for Middle Eastern
(Lebanese/Syrian) Christians. Let us uplift our brothers & sisters in Christ for His glory!
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REV. NERSES BALABANIAN was born in Aleppo, Syria. Nerses had the opportunity
to come to the US to study Music and Theology. He got his Bachelor in Music from the
Kansas Wesleyan University and his Master of Divinity from
the Perkins School of Theology of the Southern Methodist
University in Dallas, Texas.
After graduating in 1987, Nerses went back to the
Middle East to serve the Lord as a youth worker,
pastor and school principal. Besides pastoral and
educational work, Nerses used his musical talents
throughout these years. He conducted youth and
school choirs, as well as the 62-member “Armis” choir
which performed in the community on various
occasions.
In 1993, Nerses started the “Nor Yerk” contemporary
Christian band that sang and gave testimonies in
more than a dozen countries around the world. He
also published two hymnals and recorded eight CDs.
Nerses is on the board of Bashde.org Internet Radio. This ministry started seven years
ago. Nerses recorded scripture readings for this ministry and published CDs and DVDs.
Currently Nerses serves in Calvary Armenian Congregational Church of San Francisco.
He is married to Sevan Karjian and has two children, Nanor and Azad.

REV. NISHAN BAKALIAN, a native of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, has been the pastor of the Armenian
Martyrs’ Congregational Church in Havertown, Pa., since
2007. Ordained to the Christian ministry in 1984, he is a
graduate of Lancaster Theological Seminary (M.Div,
1984), having also done part of his training at the Near
East School of Theology and Haigazian College (Beirut).
Prior to his current position, he was the Campus Minister
of Haigazian University in Beirut (2000-2007) and served
on the UAECNE Central Committee, along with chairing
the Social Action Committee. He was the pastor of
Armenian Evangelical Church, New York City
(1995-2000), the Armenian Evangelical
Church, Ashrafieh – Beirut (1992-1995), and
the Calvary Armenian Congregational Church,
San Francisco (1984-1992). He is currently the
chairman of the AEUNA’s Ministry Committee, and is
one of the founding members of the Armenian Christian musical group, “Nor Yerk”.
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HOURY DORA APARTIAN was born and raised in Aleppo, Syria, by a Christian and
musical family. Her father Barkev, a pastor and classical singer, and her mother Suzan,
a classical pianist, have always encouraged their children to cultivate themselves in
various arts. Her sister Shoghag became a pianist and composer in Syria and her
brother a professional painter and graphic artist in Paris. At the age of 16 Houry moved
to Beirut to further her studies at the Haigazian University where she majored in
psychology.
Her years in Beirut
gave her many
opportunities to
perform with several
choirs, and she
became a steady
member of the Nor
Yerk Armenian
Worship Band, with
which she recorded 7
albums, and toured
around the world till
2005.
In Beirut, Houry was
also beginning her
musical education at
the Ganatchian
Conservatory with
courses in vocal and
solfege training. In the
1998, she was
accepted to the Ecole Normale de Musique de Paris-Alfred Cortot. The time in Paris
gave her the opportunity to follow several classes and workshops with respected
professors and jazz musicians. It was also the delight of her student years to perform
with several musicians and groups. After her graduation from CIM-INFIMM, Houry
moved back home, where she could continue her musical career, traveling between
Syria and Lebanon by recording, touring and performing with several local and foreign
professionals. For two years she taught solfege, harmony and vocal training at the
AGBU music conservatory in Aleppo. In 2007 she married her husband Oliver Friedli, a
well-known young jazz pianist and composer in Basel, Switzerland, where they founded
their first band together “Hekiat”. They also accompany each other, along with fellow
musicians, in several musical projects as guests as well as being producers
themselves.
At the present, Houry performs in Switzerland and abroad with her husband, while
working on several other projects of their own or as guest musicians in Europe, the
Middle East and the U.S.
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GILBERT HOVSEPIAN was born on the 4th of August, 1976, in Iran. He was raised in
a home filled with love, encouragement and music. His father Haik was the
Superintendent of all the Iranian
Assemblies of God churches in Iran.
Gilbert eagerly discovered his love for the
piano at the age of seven. Years later,
this talent grew into a passionate calling
to bless the Iranian church.
In 1994, his family suffered a great loss
with the tragic martyrdom of his father,
causing his family to migrate in 1999 to
the United States of America. Through
great loss came even greater
opportunities for Gilbert and his family. In
just a few years, Gilbert became
a prominent voice for musical change in
the worship culture of the Iranian and
Armenian churches in the State of
California, where he resides.
Despite his father's brutal martyrdom by
Islamic extremists in Iran, he was able to
not only love and forgive them, but by
God’s grace, serve and minister the
gospel of Jesus Christ through
international media means.
Gilbert Hovsepian has travelled to
countless countries and to more than 200
churches worldwide, ministering through music, media, worship and teaching. His
international satellite programs have affecting thousands of lives bringing many to
the knowledge of Jesus Christ.
Today, Gilbert has recorded and produced several popular Christian albums in his
recording studio in California, and has continued his ministry of serving today’s
persecuted Christians in the underground church of Iran.
Gilbert is happily married to his wife Ani, and they have two daughters: Jessica and
Juliana.
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REV. HRAG KARAGOEZIAN grew up in Beirut, Lebanon. He attended and served at
the Emmanuel Armenian Evangelical Church. A graduate of Haigazian University and
the Near East School of Theology (NEST), Hrag served at different youth groups as well
as at the Armenian Evangelical Church of Anjar.
He currently serves at the Armenian Church of the Nazarene in Glendale, California.
Hrag studied piano at an early age and learned to
play the guitar and drums during college years.
He played with different worship teams and
music groups in Lebanon, as well as the Nor
Yerk band.
Hrag developed a deep interest in audio
engineering and production and is currently
working out of his very own studio in Los
Angeles.

AREN DEYIRMENIAN was born in 1990 in Beirut, Lebanon. A graduate of the
American University of Beirut, he started at
the Tekelian Musical School in 1997 and
graduated in 2006 with an elementary
diploma in classical piano. He has attended
international jazz classes with renowned jazz
pianist and composer Arthur Satyan at the
Lebanese Conservatory from 2008-2010. At
the age of 11 he was already playing at
morning worship services at school, and later
on began playing at Sunday church worship
services. Currently Aren is an active member
of the Ashrafieh Armenian Evangelical
Church band, which plans and organizes
different musical events throughout the year.
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SHAHAN KILAGHBIAN is a graduate of the Armenian Evangelical Central High School
and Haigazian University, majoring in Computer Science. Shahan currently works at
World Vision International as a Global IT Professional. Although Shahan's main career
is in the Information Technology field, music has always been his main hobby. He
started taking piano lessons at the age of 5 and graduated
from Tekelian Music School in Beirut.
During his teenage years, Shahan started experimenting
with various instruments and soon became a multiinstrumentalist. He enjoys listening to and experiencing all
kinds of quality music regardless of genre. Shahan mainly
serves in teenage and music ministries in his home church
in Ashrafieh – Beirut.

GARIN HAIDOSTIAN was born on February 9, 1994 in Beirut,
Lebanon. She started playing the violin when she was 7 and
continues her lessons at the Lebanese National
Conservatory, where she is currently preparing for her
diploma program. She graduated from Haigazian University
in 2015 with a BS in Biology and is now pursuing her
Masters degree in Immunology & Microbiology at the
American University of Beirut.
Garin actively serves in the Ashrafieh Armenian Evangelical
Church Sunday School and the Young Adults’ ministries, and
regularly plays in the church’s worship band.

AREK KARAGOEZIAN was born in Beirut, Lebanon in 1986 into a passionately
musical family. At a young age, he attended the national music conservatory to study
piano and saxophone. Among other instruments, he developed a love for the drums. He
has recorded and performed with numerous bands. In 2007 he joined the Stronghold’s
worship band and has been regularly ministering with them
since. He also served with Youth For Christ Lebanon for
many years.
Graduating from the American University of Beirut, he
currently works as a registered nurse specializing in cardiac
procedures.
Joined by his wife, Elise, Arek lives an exciting and
adventurous life exploring the world. Although his work is in a
hospital, he enjoys serving youth through music and sports.
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How Can You Support Bashde Lebanon 2016?
Like so many others are you blessed by Bashde.org and Gilbert’s music
ministry?
We can use your help. There are many ways you can support and help us
promote these projects:
1. Pray for the Mission Trip: This is perhaps the most important ministry
for Bashde.org. We believe in the power of prayer. The rekindling of
Nor Yerk, the local Lebanese and Syrian partners, those who are
traveling from the US and Europe all can benefit from your prayers.
Pray for unity and encouragement of all the Armenian denominations:
Apostolic, Catholic, Evangelical, Pentecostal.
2. Spread the news about Bashde.org and encourage attendance of the
events in May : Many 6-8 . see especially our Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/www.bashde.org/ for more details. Please
forward this newsletter to others and help us achieve the objectives of
this project.
3. Contribute: Bashde Inc. is a non-profit organization that operates 100%
via contributions. Bashde will be supporting the travel expenses,
concerts venue and production of CDs & DVDs with zero administrative
cost.
All donations will go to this ministry brining hope and encouragement to
our brothers and sisters in Lebanon and Syria. Your gifts to Bashde.org are
tax deductible. Make checks / contributions to: Bashde Inc., Memo:
“Bashde Lebanon 2016”. You can also donate online at Bashde.org.
Mail Check To:

Bashde Inc.
PMB #377
405 Waltham St.
Lexington, MA 02421-7954
E-Mail: info@bashde.org
On-Line Donations: www.bashde.org
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Bashde Inc. Sponsored CD & DVD projects


12+1 Shushan Ghazarian CD



Scripture Reading – CD and DVD – Rev. Nerses Balabanian



Tamar Albarian’s New DVDs



Mary Balian’s New CD



Gilbert Hovsepian’s New Armenia CD
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Who is Bashde?
Bashde.org a-a]in Ha3gagan
hocyvor hamaxanxa3in -adi0ga3ann
e1
Myr ovngntirnyru g\abrin a,qarhi [ors
/acyrovn me]` Avsdralia3en min[yv
Ha3asdan5 Mi]in Aryvylken min[yv
Yvroba5 Amyriganyren min[yv A’rige1
Myr nbadagn e a,qarhaxriv myr siryli
=o.owovrtin hyd pa=nygxil ha3gagan
hocyvor yra=,dov;ivnu5 ,aragannyren
sgsyal min[yv estrada3in nor hocyvor
yrcyr1

www.bashde.org

Amen )r
24 =am
Ovngntre\ yv Dara/e\

www.bashde.org

Bashde Inc. oryve 3aranovanov;yan

[i badganir1 Adiga Ha3 azcin
hocyvor yra=,dov;yan srdi 2a3nn
e1

Ba,damovnki Hocyvor
Yrcyr

Myr 2a3nas’-ovmu gu ,arovnagovi o[ mia3n
hocyvor yrcyrow a3l` Asdov/o3 q0sken
un;yrxovmnyrow al1

Asdova/a,ovn[en
Hadova/nyr

Bashde Inc. gu ka]alyre Nor

Nor Da.antnyr

Da.antnyr1

Bashde Inc. gu dara/e myr Der #isovs

Address:

Krisdosi Avydaranin Pari Lovru1
Gu hravirynk 2yz masnagix ullalov

Bashde Inc.

Bashde Inc.-i a-akylov;yan ;e\

PMB #377, 405 Waltham St.,
Lexington, MA 02421-7954

a.0;kow5 ;e\ ovngntrov;yamp yv ;e\
ka]alyrankow1

E-mail: info@bashde.org
Bashde Inc. is a 501(c)(3)
Non-Profit organization
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Contact Bashde
We are always looking for creative ideas and
feedback on Bashde.org. Please send us your
contact information so that we can get in
touch with you as soon as possible. Include
your e-mail address and how we can contact
you.
Also, when you get blessed from Bashde,
please drop us a note – we would like to
share it with the Bashde community.

Bashde Inc. Board:
Dr. Setrag Khoshafian, President and Founder
Rev. Nerses Balabanian, Music Ministry
Vazken Melkisetian, Treasurer
Rev. Greg Haroutunian, Secretary
info@bashde.org

Bashde Inc. is a 501(c)(3) Non-Profit
organization registered in the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

All donations to Bashde Inc. are
Tax Deductible.

For Correspondences or
Contributions our address is:

Bashde Inc.
PMB #377,
405 Waltham St.,
Lexington, MA 02421-7954
Please make checks payable
to: Bashde Inc.
E-mail:

info@bashde.org

