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INSTITUTE 
FOR FOOD 

FARMERS MARKET
Upon entering the Institute for Food, you are presented with the vegetables harvested from the farm; a place for community 
members to get fresh, locally sourced groceries. 
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PROCESS DIAGRAMS 

KEYHOLE GARDENS

APIARY

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIO 
SPRING 2016

This studio’s focus was an 
initiative to engage diverse 
communities around issues of 
food, health and sustainable 
agriculture.  Located on 
university farmland, the task 
was to envision a living learning 
community of students who 
learn from and tend to the 
farm.  The final designs are a 
product of a project rooted in an 
inquisitive process that began 
with reading books and poetry 
on the subject matter, with 
influence from Thoreau and Yoko 
Ono. This farm has successfully 
harvested vegetables that 
are now distributed to local 
markets and dining halls. After 
working with a group of interior 
design, graphic design and 
environmental science students 
this we stand by the following: 
the ultimate goal of the Institute 
for Food is to provide light 
through the promotion of health, 
hope, growth and anticipating 
the forces of future change. 

COMMUNITY GARDENS

SITE SECTION



LIVING LEARNING COMMUNITY | LLC 
The LLC on the Institute for Food campus is the place for students of all disciplines to come together in an effort to 
cultivate the land and raise awareness about sustainable methods of growing food.  Dormitories are directed towards the 
fields the students work on, and ample study and lounge spaces are provided. Shared living and dining spaces promote 
interaction. Students can cook dishes from vegetables they grew and share it with one another.

LIVING LEARNING COMMUNITY ENTRY PERSPECTIVE

FIRST FLOOR SECOND FLOOR THIRD FLOOR

LOUNGE VISION

KITCHEN



DEMONSTRATION
KITCHEN

SWELL + 
SPROUT 

A Farm-to-table dining 
experience is created for the 
Oxford community to take 
cooking classes from the Institute 
for Food culinary students. This 
kitchen is also a destination to 
share a meal with a friends or 
family while visiting the Institute 
for Food campus. 

The transformation of 
an existing restaurant on 
campus to a soup and 
salad bar; veggies from 
the farm will be available 
to students and faculty to 
enjoy. 

FLOOR PLAN FLOOR PLAN EXISTING STOREFRONT ADAPTED

SOUP AND SALAD BAR



This six-week studio began in Freiburg, Germany researching Passive House 
construction and visiting certified passive homes in Vauban, Germany.  A three 
week design studio on the Mediterranean islands of Malta followed, with the task 
of designing a villa using vernacular limestone and our newfound knowledge of 
Passive House construction.  Using energy modeling softwares Therm and Wufi, we 
tested our wall, floor, and roof sections to meet Passive House requirements. With 
successful energy analysis, our designs met or exceeded Passive House standards 
with the goal of reaching net-zero energy. 
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Heating demand: 0.02 kBtu/ft2 yr 

Cooling demand: 6.71 kBtu/ft2 yr

Heating Load: 0.17 Btu/ft2 yr 

Cooling Load: 2.62 Btu/ft2 yr

Primary Energy: 2171kWh/Person yr

Site Energy: 9.33 kBtu/ft2 yr

THERMAL ANALYSIS WALL TO FLOOR JOIST

5/8 drywall

R21 high density cellulose

1/2” plywood

air barrier + z joist

foil faced polyiso

vapor permeable tape

limestone finish

THERMAL ANALYSIS WALL SECTION

WUFI ANALYSIS: The design met or exceeded all of the passive house standards 
for energy consumption and has the ability to reach net zero energy. 

WALL CONSTRUCTION

PASSIVE HOUSE DESIGN | STUDY ABROAD 
GERMANY & MALTA | SUMMER 2015

SITE WITH VIEWS TO THE MEDITERRANEAN

PROCESS SKETCH

HORIZON HOME



wall sections

EAST SECTIONFIRST FLOOR

MASTER BATH KITCHEN LIVING POOL 

SOUTH SECTION SECOND FLOOR
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KEY

1  COMMUNICATION WALL
2 ONE-ON-ONE SPACE
3 COMPUTERS
4 STORAGE 
5 GROUP ACTIVITY 

6 GROUP ACTIVITY
7 OFFICE
8 KITCHEN/LOUNGE
9 INTERACTIVE WALL
10 RETREAT SPACE

GROUP ACTIVITY
The curvature of the wall crescendoes into a vibrant area of interactive learning. The student-to-teacher ratio at this specialized 
learning center is 1:1 and constant guidance from the teacher is provided.  Students are led through an array of activities that focus 
on socializing with other students, reading sessions, or using technology. This space is designed to foster engagement between 
instructor and client in group activities. 

CLARITY CURVES
EVIDENCE BASED INTERIOR DESIGN 
STUDIO | FALL 2015

Located at the University of San Bernadino, 
the University Center for Developmental 
Disabilities (UCDD) provides a place for 
parents to take their children to have a 
specialized, one-on-one learning experience 
with a teacher.  The design intent was to 
implement spatial order and clarity for these 
children with a focus on making a comfortable 
environment for children diagnosed with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder.  Through a series 
of case studies I learned that children with 
autism and developmental disabilities need a 
space that they can easily navigate, creating 
a stable image of what is around themselves. 
This stable image of space fosters a sense of 
belonging, preparing the child for the best 
learning experience possible. Our Studio was 
assigned to re-envision the existing space for 
UCDD which was housed in two prefabricated 
trailers. 

A series of Fibonacci 
spirals serves as the 
concept behind the 
design. The golden ratio 
is proven to establish a 
clear hierarchy of spaces.



ENTRY SEQUENCE 
    

LEARNING SPACE 
    

VIRTUAL OBSERVATION 
     

The curved walls immediately introduce and direct the client into the space, 
establishing a clear sense of direction. Children add their own sensory imagery 
throughout the space with their arts and crafts. 

A space for children to read or do group lessons with instructors is located at the 
end of the Fibonacci curve.  Pops of green evoke a sense of calmness for one with 
autism. 

A video monitoring system implemented in group and one-on-one spaces can be 
used to observe the behavior of a client.  It is a place for guardians to meet with 
instructors to discuss their child’s progress.



SENSORY GARDEN

ENTRY WALL A Picture Exchange Communication (PEC) wall is a focal point once the client enters the space.  This allows 
the client to communicate with their instructor through imagery if they are unable to articulate how they are feeling. A bench 
supplements the pick-up and drop-off area for parents to wait for their children. 

ACTIVITY SPACE A sensory wall and interactive screen supplement learning and encourage the client to explore varieties of 
textures and visuals.  Retreat spaces are provided adjacent to the activity space if a client feels overwhelmed and needs to settle 
for a bit. 

A sensory garden buffers the two 
buildings, creating an inviting 
outdoor space that the children 
can explore nature.  Senses are 
stimulated with green walls, planter 
boxes, and a sandbox.  

SENSORY GARDEN The existing exterior remains, but clerestory windows are installed because too much light becomes a 
distraction for individuals with developmental disabilities.

INTERIOR DETAILS 
A series of interior details were 
designed in conjunction with this 
studio project



site plan

A

E 

C 

D

FLOOR PLAN

floor plan 

SOUTH ELEVATION SITE PLAN

KEY 
A GALLERY SPACE 
B CLASSROOM
C RESEARCH CENTER
D LABORATORY
E GALLERY PATIO

HEUSTON WOODS NATURE CENTER 

We were presented with the challenge of designing a nature center upon a steep slope that ended in Acton Lake at 
Heuston Woods State Park in Oxford, Ohio.  Adjacent to the nature center is a lodge for visitors and the nature center is a 
destination for people to learn about native plants and animals in the area, and local botanical and biological research.  The 
program consisted of designing gallery, laboratory, research and education spaces.  Undulating paths direct the visitor to 
vistas of Acton Lake, immersing one into the lush landscape. 

FALL STUDIO 2014 
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EAST SITE SECTION

roof 
structure

interior walls

exterior 
walls and 
windows

structure

floor slab

exploded axonometric

MODEL PERSPECTIVES



THE URBAN 
UNIVERSITY 
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PUBLIC SPACE

ACADEMIC SPACES

STUDENT LIVING

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY MEZZANINES WITH 
FITNESS, LIBRARY AND LOUNGE AREAS

REFLECTED CEILING PLAN

FIRST FLOOR PLANVIEW FROM MEZZANINE

ENTRY PERSPECTIVE

INTERIOR DESIGN STUDIO 
FALL 2015 

The focus of this studio was 
an adaptive reuse project with 
the challenge to transform the 
historic free press building in 
Detroit into a university. The 
concept of this university was 
to weave multiple disciplines 
to proliferate change and 
growth in Detroit. The goal of 
this university was to bring 
students, local business and 
community members together 
to sustain growth within 
Detroit and the changing needs 
that accompany it, creating 
a diverse atmosphere that 
promotes learning from others. 

Throughout the university, 
spaces are woven together 
through spatial adjacencies that 
promote interaction. 



SECTION DIAGRAM THROUGH ACADEMIC SPACES vertical light wells pierce through the academic corridors, 
creating a visible connection with each space while harnessing natural light into classrooms and lounge areas. 

STUDENT LIVING PLAN REFLECTED CEILING PLANSTUDENT LIVING LOUNGE ACADEMIC FLOOR PLAN 

REFLECTED CEILING PLANACADEMIC CORRIDOR



CLIFTON 
BRANCH 
LIBRARY

Adjacent to a vibrant and 
diverse neighborhood in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, we were 
presented with the challenge 
of designing an eight story 
library that provided ample 
space for collections, 
community gatherings, 
and local government.  
Coupled with the 
Association of Collegiate 
Schools of Architecture 
steel competition, we had 
to anchor our design in 
structural steel. 
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SPRING STUDIO 2015 

EXPLODED AXONOMETRIC

STRUCTURAL DESIGN 

PARTI DIAGRAM 



entries from Ludlow avenue and rear parking 
area, circulation, cafe, periodicals

computer access, informal meeting spaces

FIRST FLOOR   SECOND FLOOR  
    

NORTH ELEVATION            NORTH SECTION                             WEST ELEVATION         SOUTH ELEVATION                       WEST SECTION

teen reading lounge, new circulation,
study lounge area and meeting rooms

top floor reading room, large community 
meeting spaces 

THIRD FLOOR   SIXTH FLOOR    



MODEL PERSPECTIVES  
     

ENTRY PERSPECTIVE   
      TOP FLOOR READING ROOM 

     

TOP FLOOR READING ROOM   



HISTORIC PRESERVATION WORKSHOP 
LED BY STEVE MCQUILLIN | SPRING BREAK 2016 

PROFESSIONAL 
DESIGN WORK
BERARDI + PARTNERS 
COLUMBUS, OH

Historic preservation record drawings of the 19th century Greek Revival Austin-Magie farmhouse. Located on Miami 
University’s campus, this decaying home was in dire need of restoration and preservation. During this workshop we 
evaluated the spaces and restored all of the existing windows. Alongside preservationist Steve McQuillin, I was guided 
through how to draft precise record drawings for the state of Ohio, in hopes that state funding will be allocated to restore 
this farmhouse. 

During the six-week winter 
breaks at Miami, I intern at 
Berardi, visualizing projects for 
local clients. These renderings 
represent a project that will be 
constructed on the main street of 
Ohio State University’s campus in 
2017.  In addition to renderings, 
I have completed construction 
documents for mixed-use 
apartment complexes for the 
homeless and mentally disabled. 

NORTH ELEVATION EAST ELEVATION

WEST ELEVATION
SOUTH ELEVATION

07



E L T  c o l l e c t i v e 
BRANDING

ADVANCE/RETREAT EXHIBIT

COMFORT
ZONES
EXHIBIT

ELT COLLECTIVE 
CONTEMPORARY 
HANDBAGS

I was asked to create a brand 
image and logo for ELT 
collective, a budding handbag 
line based in Nashville, 
Tennessee.  Through a process 
of sketches and curating mood 
boards to the brand, I helped 
envision the color palette for 
the handbag line, and create 
a source of inspiration for the 
contemporary silhouettes of 
the handbags.  The finished 
logo speaks to the minimalist 
and crisp structure that this 
handbag line embodies. 

Perspectives visualizing the 
curation and planning for 
exhibits at the Miami University 
Art Museum, combining my 
love for art history and design.

ARTISTS MARY PHELAN & 
ELDRIDGE BAGLEY 
CURATORIAL INTERNSHIP 
MIAMI UNIVERSITY ART 
MUSEUM SCHEDULED TO 
EXHIBIT FALL 2018

PRINTS FROM THE GREAT WAR | ART & ARCHITECTURE HISTORY CAPSTONE 
SPRING 2017 EXHIBIT  | MIAMI UNIVERSITY ART MUSEUM

INSPIRATION BOARDS FINAL HANDBAG DESIGNS
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