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Descriptive Summary 

Provenance: This collection is on loan from the Louisiana Historical Society. 

Title: French Manuscripts, Mississippi Valley 1679-1769 

Dates: 1679-1769 

Abstract: This collection houses colonial documents relating to the 

governance of the French colonies and various decrees issued by 

the French government. 

Extent: 1 box, 40 folders 

Accession: 1852.1-.40 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Biographical / Historical Note 
The Superior Council of Louisiana was a judicial body that served as a ‘supreme court’ for 

various legal disputes in the colonies. The Code Noir was a set of Articles dictating the 

restrictions and laws regarding free and enslaved blacks in the New World.  

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Scope and Content 
 

This collection contains information regarding the governance of New France and the 

French colonies, the Black Code, and various edicts and orders issued by the French 

government and the Superior Council of Louisiana. 

 

Subjects 
Louis XIV 

Superior Council of Louisiana 

Code Noir (Black Code) 

Currency value 

Company of the West 
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Access of Use Restrictions 

 
 Access 
  Collection is open for research 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Related or Separated Materials 
The remainder of the Colonial Documents collection contains information relating to the time 

period.   
________________________________________________________________________ 
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