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Don’t Let COVID Close Bob Baker Marionette Theater 

KEEP IMAGINATION ALIVE 
SUPPORT THIS IRREPLACEABLE INSTITUTION  

 
 
(NOVEMBER 16, LOS ANGELES, CA) –  Bob Baker Marionette Theater, an iconic aspect of Southern 
California culture and irreplaceable fixture of Los Angeles past and present, is in immediate danger of 
closing permanently. The City of Los Angeles risks losing essential childhood memories for generations of 
Angelenos with the possibility of BBMT disappearing from the cultural cityscape.  
 
In March 2020, just four months after the grand opening of BBMT’s new location in the historic Highland 
Park neighborhood, all live performances – the financial lifeblood of this organization – were ceased as a 
result of the Covid-19 pandemic, resulting in a cumulative loss of over $500,000. 
 
BBMT pivoted quickly to bring the 57 year old company into the digital age by providing “At Home 
Happiness” in the form of online puppet shows, pre-recorded performances, and an abundance of 
resources for kids of all ages. Further innovations were made with the launch of the Marionette Mobile, a 
custom retrofitted box truck that transports fully self-contained Bob Baker puppet shows, designed for 
socially distanced performances and ice cream delivery to doorsteps throughout Los Angeles. With the 
establishment of Peek-a-Boo Stroll Thru, BBMT radically transformed the landscape of live theater by 
leading the charge in creating safe, contactless, and FUN in-person experiences in the age of Covid. 
 
However, with more than half a million dollars of income lost from Covid closures and a decimated 
income stream, BBMT is losing $30,000 per month and is in severe danger of closing their curtains 
forever.  
 
In order to survive throughout 2021, Bob Baker Marionette Theater must fundraise for their annual 
goal of $365,000, which covers lost income from the cancellation of live shows and anticipates a very 
slow return to a full house. BBMT will continue to provide as many safe alternative offerings as possible, 
but must reach their annual goal urgently to ensure preservation of the Theater and the thousands of 
puppets that call it home.  
 
People have the power to advocate for the version of Los Angeles they want to see in 2021 and in years 
to come. Ensure that this historic, irreplaceable Los Angeles institution is in LA to stay with a 
tax-deductible donation today and by sharing BBMT’s message to “Keep Imagination Alive”.  
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### 
 

Bob Baker Marionette Theater has been pulling the strings of family fun since 1963. As a registered 
501c3 nonprofit organization, their mission is to educate, celebrate, and rejuvenate puppetry and the 
allied arts. 
 
Bob Baker Marionette Theater – 4949 York Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90042 
www.bobbakermarionettetheater.com (213) 250-9995 
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