
ACTIVITY FOR PASTOR NIEMOELLER’S POEM 

 

The following activity is based on a poem written by a Protestant pastor during the 

Holocaust.  The poem is included below. Pastor Niemoeller’s poem is also located at the 

Holocaust memorial at Wyuka. This poem exercise may be used as a pre or post activity 

for your visit. Pastor Niemoeller initially was a bystander until “they came for me”.   

 

First they came for the Jews 

   and I did not speak out- 

     because I was not a Jew. 

 

Then they came for the Communists 

    and I did not speak out –  

       because I was not a Communist. 

 

Then they came for the trade unionist 

   and I did not speak out – 

      because I was not a trade unionist. 

 

Then they came for me- 

    and there was no one left to speak out for me.             Pastor Niemoeller 

 

 

 

1. Rewrite this poem using names of groups of people for which it would be easy 

for you to “not speak out”.   

 

i.e. First they came for the hearing impaired student 

                     and I did not speak out- 

    because he talks funny 

 

        Then they came for the kid who is goth 

          and I did not speak out – 

     because I don’t get why they dress that way. 

      

2. Then rewrite the poem again using groups that would catch your attention and 

cause you to no longer be a bystander. For example: a member of your sports 

team, your best friend, your grandma. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 

What defines or explains the reasons you would or would not “speak out”? 

 

What would be the effects on the group when you chose not to “speak out”? 

 

What people have you not stood up for because you were not a part of that group?  



 

What member of a group of which you were not a part have you laughed at or 

joked about?   

 

Why is it easy to pick on “others”? 

 

 

There is an excellent children’s book by Peggy Moss called Say Something. It parallels 

the ideas of Niemoeller’s poem. It uses situations at school with which students will be 

readily familiar. The book would be a good follow up to this activity. 

 

 


