
 There are scores of online 
search tools students can 
use to learn more about 
colleges.  Now there is a 
new kid on the block with 
unique, career-linked re-
sources for students: 
LinkedIn.  Students 14 years 
of age and older can now 
create LinkedIn profiles, 
enabling them to access a 
wide range of information 
and make connections with 
college alumni and profes-

sionals. 

Getting started.  Use 
parent accounts to explore 
the different sections, or 
better yet, have your stu-
dent create a profile and 
start exploring. Start with 
the Education drop-down 

menu. 

Linking Majors and Col-
leges. Click on “University 
Finder” and choose from 
the “what do you want to 
study”  list and then choose 
where you want to live.  Up 
comes a list of colleges for 
that major.  Each college 
lists its top employers.  Ex-

plore further and find statis-
tics on the number of alumni, 
where they work, what they 
do and where live.  By using 
the top search bar on each 
university page, students can 
search for notable alumni and 
read specific recommenda-
tions alumni have written for 
that university and individual 

programs or majors.  

University Rankings.  Use 
this section to identify top 
companies where a certain 
type of worker is employed.  
Students can search 8 career 
types—Designers, Account-
ing Professionals, Finance 
Professionals, Investment 
Bankers, Marketers, Media 
Professionals, Software De-
velopers and Software Devel-
opers at start-ups.  For ex-
ample, click on “Designers” 
and up comes a list of col-
leges that have a large num-
ber of alumni working in the 
design field.  Students can see 
where those designers are 
employed, plus brief job  

titles.  

 

Making Connections 

Students can make connections 
with alumni or professionals in 
an area of interest.  Maybe your 
student wants to study design at 
the Savannah College of Design.  
He/she can contact alumni and 
ask questions.  Or your design 
student is looking for a summer 
internship with a local designer 
—use LinkedIn to find potential 
contacts.  As students complete 
their profiles and make more 
connections, they can start to 
see common connections.  Stu-
dents can them link up with 
these people instead of reaching 

out to complete strangers. 

Limitations 

LinkedIn works best for stu-
dents who have a career focus 
or interest area.  There is also a 
limited number of “career 
groupings” right now, so if your 
student wants a career in envi-
ronmental science for example, 
it currently isn’t possible to 
search for that using the Univer-
sity Rankings tool. And finally,  
for-profit colleges are included.  
With their very low graduation 
rates and very high student debt 
statistics, we advise students to 

avoid these options. 

Use our website for recom-
mendations for additional 

college search tools. 

 

Get Your High School Students  

“LinkedIn” 

 

“Like “ us on Facebook and 
follow our timely tips and rele-

vant information. 
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WACAC College Fair 

Visit more than 150 college 

representatives 

Thursday May  7, 6 pm—8 
pm at Mission College in 

Santa Clara.  

Check  here a day or two be-
fore the fair for updates on col-

leges attending:  

http://www.got-college.com/researching-colleges/
http://www.got-college.com/
http://www.facebook.com/gotcollege
https://www.facebook.com/pages/WACAC-College-Fair-at-Mission-College/239638072786977


 Colleges evaluate applications us-
ing a variety of methods, but those 
methods generally fall into two 
categories: Comprehensive Review 
and the Admissions Index.  It is 
useful to be aware of the differ-
ence, as this information can help 
students better prepare for the 
types of colleges to which they will 

apply. 

 

Admissions Index   

When colleges that use an index to 
evaluate student applications, only 
student grades and tests scores are 
considered.   In California, the Cali-
fornia State University (CSU) sys-
tem uses an admissions or eligibility 
index for admissions.  CSU cam-
puses use a formula that includes a 
student’s grades in 10-11th grade   
a-g courses as well as highest 
scores from the Math and Critical 
Reading section of the SAT or the 

highest ACT composite score.   

 

 

The formula for use with SAT 

scores is:      

CSU GPA  x 800 + highest SAT Criti-
cal Reading and highest Math score = 

Eligibility Index.  

For ACT the formula is:  

CSU GPA  +200 + (10 X highest 
ACT Composite score) = Eligibility 

Index 

During the admissions process, an 
eligibility index is calculated for every 
applicant.  Once those are calculated, 
the scores are put in order of highest 
to lowest.  The admissions office de-
termines how many students need to 
be admitted to obtain the desired 
number of students for the incoming 
class, and then admits that number.  
So, if the college needs to admit 5, 
000 students in order for them to 
have an incoming class of 1,000 stu-
dent, then the students with the top 
5,000 scores are admitted.  If you are 

student 5,001 you are not admitted.   

There can be some variation by col-
lege on how this admissions index is 
used.  Some use it campus wide, with 
all potential students from all majors 
being evaluated together.  Other 
campuses evaluate by major or by 
department, so students only com-
pete against others in their same area 

of study. 

Comprehensive Review 

Colleges that utilize this method look 
beyond grades and test scores to 
evaluate an applicants' academic 
achievements in light of the opportu-
nities available to them and the capac-
ity each student demonstrates to 
contribute to the intellectual life of 
the campus.  The University of Cali-
fornia (UC) system uses this method, 
as do most private colleges and some 
out of state public colleges. While 
grades in college prep courses and 
standardized tests are important, 
other factors such as these can 

weight heavily in the process: 

1) Extracurricular activities, jobs 
and volunteer work demonstrate 
independence, motivation, lead-
ership and a variety of other 
traits that make for an interesting 
and engaged student.  Colleges 

are looking for these traits as they 
create their incoming freshman 

classes. 

2) Essay responses.  Essay prompts 
vary from campus to campus.  The 
UC campuses all utilize the same 
two essay prompts.  Private col-
leges that utilize the Common 
Application also utilize one main 
essay, but most colleges also have 
supplemental essays that pertain to 
their specific campus.  Essays, writ-
ten in the  “student voice” show 
admissions officers what is impor-
tant to that student, what makes 
him/her “tick”,  how challenges 
have been overcome , and how 
that student thinks.  The essay  can 
demonstrate traits that may not be 
clear in other parts of the applica-
tion—maturity,  care for family 
members, overcoming challenges, 
addressing a community issue, 

passions etc.  The list is endless.  

3) Rigor of curriculum. Admission 
officers look for how rigorous the 
student’s schedule has been, in-
cluding senior year, and ask: Has 
the student taken honor or AP 
classes? Has the student challenged 
him/herself in one or more sub-
jects? Compared to other students 
at the high school, did this student 
take a more or less rigorous load 

than others? 

4) Letters of recommendation. The 
UC system doesn’t ask for these, 
but many private colleges use let-
ters of recommendation from 
teachers and counselors to evalu-
ate academic dedication, level of 
classroom involvement, intellectual 
curiosity, ability to work as a team, 

and more. 

While colleges that use the Compre-
hensive Review process evaluate be-
yond grades and test scores, don’t be 
fooled—the most important factor for 
admissions at all colleges, regardless of 
evaluation method, is grades in college 
prep coursework.  If you would like to 
help your 8th –10th grade student be-
come better prepared to apply at ei-
ther of these types of colleges contact 

us for an  Early Planning Session . 

 

Application Process: Admissions Index or 

Comprehensive Review? 

What to do?  Sign up for our 
Comprehensive Course — in January, 

join the mailing list now 
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Freshman year of college can be 
challenging for almost every stu-
dent.  Difficult academics, a new 
living situation,  being far from 
home, and development of new 
friendships can all be stressful for 
18 year olds to navigate.  Some 
colleges help students cope with 
this transition by offering first year 
programs that provide a built-in 
peer group as well as a set of com-
mon social and academic experi-
ences. Research indicates that stu-
dents who complete a First Year 
Experience are more positively 
challenged academically, more likely 
to engage in collaborative learning 
activities, interact more frequently 
and confidently with faculty, and 
perceive their campus environment 

as being more supportive. 

What is included? A variety of 
elements can be included, but vary 

by campus: 

 Limited-credit courses where 
student are introduced to cam-
pus resources and taught how 

to use them. 

 One or two semester seminars 
on special topics with emphasis 
on development of research 

skills. 

 Common core classes that 

students take together. 

 Extended summer orientation 

sessions. 

 A common reading experience. 

 Special opportunities to con-

duct laboratory research. 

 Leadership development. 

 Academic, social and service 

activities and events. 

 Specific freshman learning com-
munities that allow freshman to 
share residence, common 

classes and experiences. 

The following is a sampling of vari-
ous programs in public and private 

colleges in California.  

 

 Sonoma State: a residence 
program and yearlong course 
that fulfills two GE require-
ments:  Critical Thinking and 
Comparative Perspectives.  The 
themes are “Self-Identity” (Fall) 
and Global Identity (Spring), 
both with small groups of 
freshmen (17-20). In addition, 
students and faculty attend a 
weekly lecture.  Peer mentors 
establish a year-long relation-
ship with freshmen in their 
groups.  The 190 students are 
housed in the Sauvignon Village 

for housing.    

 

CSU Fullerton: Fullerton First 

Year  offers 6 learning communities 

where groups of students enroll in 

courses together.  By sharing com-

mon schedules, students make 

friends, form study groups, and dis-

cuss and socialize with each other 

outside of class.  Fall students take 

University Studies 101 and spring 

students take another course which 

includes a component of service 

learning.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

UC Irvine: a year-long experience 

for 80 freshmen that introduces 

students to the ways 3 different 

disciplines approach similar topics. 

FIP sequence students will be with 

the same faculty (from different 

disciplines), graduate TA's and class-

mates for the entire year! Success-

ful completion of a 3-course se-

quence will satisfy 4+ general edu-

cation requirements.  

 

UC Santa Cruz: The 10 residen-

tial colleges differ in academic focus, 

environment, location, architecture, 

and programs offered. All ten offer 

opportunities for students to build 

and shape their experiences; college 

affiliation is independent of your 

choice of major.  Each college has a 

unique required freshman year core 

course that emphasizes the theme 

of the college. These “core 

courses” help develop critical think-

ing and writing skills necessary for 

success in university work.  

 

University of Redlands: The re-

quired first-year Seminar Program is 

designed to help students experi-

ence what it means to be in a liberal 

arts college, allowing  students to 

see and understand life from vari-

ous perspectives. Seminars will help 

students apply critical thinking, 

careful reading, and successful writ-

ing, and how to participate effec-

tively in the give and take discussion 

expected in the classroom. 

 

St Mary’s of California: As part 

of the first year experience, a 

theme is selected to provide a so-

cial and academic construct by 

which students  base their learning 

in and outside the classroom.  A 

common book chosen each year at 

summer orientation session, pro-

vides an avenue of engagement for 

students through academic and resi-

dential experience programs.  
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Easing The Transition to College:  

   1st  Year Learning Experiences—a sampling 

Do you have younger 

students in need of  

college planning? 

For 8th-10th graders,       

use our 

 

 Early Planning Session 

 

A great way to get  

started on, or update,  

your student’s 4 year  

high school plan 

http://www.got-college.com/early-planning/


Q Do all 4-year colleges require students to submit SAT or 

ACT scores as part of the application process? 

A 
 

No they do not. There are quite a few colleges that have a 
“test optional”  or “test flexible” application process.  Stu-
dents who are concerned about their standardized tests 

scores should consider researching these options at: FairTest.org.  

There are several variations on these policies, including colleges that: 

 Only use SAT and ACT scores for placement and advising. 

 Only require SAT and ACT scores for out of state students. 

 Only consider scores when minimum GPA is not met. 

 Don’t require scores if college specific entrance exams are taken. 

 Consider other tests in place of SAT and ACT scores - for exam-

ple AP scores, International Baccalaureate scores, etc. 

 Only require SAT or ACT scores for some majors. 

Some of the colleges that offer “test optional” or test flexible admis-

sions include: 

 California State University campuses for students with a least a 3.0 

UC/CSU, 10-12 grade a-g course GPA. 

 Arizona State University 

 Lewis and Clark College (require an academic portfolio instead) 

 California College of the Arts 

Find a complete list of these colleges at: FairTest.org 

 

8th—10th graders: 

Early Planning 

Juniors: 

Comprehensive Course (full for 

2016 grads) 

Individual Counseling 

Seniors: 

Individual Essay Workshop 

Individual Counseling   

Interested in learning more about 

college admissions? Follow our timely 

tips 

We believe that all students can find colleges 

where they can be successful academically and 

socially, and where they can grow and mature 

in aspirations, experiences and confidence. 

Our goal is to help students develop  lists of 

colleges to apply to that best-fit their unique 

interests and needs.  And while the admissions 

process has become more complex and selec-

tive over time, we guide students and parents 

through steps to identify options and reduce 

stress, while enabling students to build their 

confidence and  life-long decision-making skills. 

 

and 

Our Philosophy and Services 

 

got college? 

15559 Union Ave #211 

Los Gatos, Ca 95032 

Celeste Radanovich (408)314-6800 

Marna Taylor (408) 439-4614  

 

Practical help for searching, 

applying and choosing 

 

got-college.com 

http://fairtest.org/sites/default/files/OptionalPDFHardCopy.pdf
http://fairtest.org/sites/default/files/OptionalPDFHardCopy.pdf
http://www.got-college.com/early-planning/
http://www.got-college.com/comprehensive-course/
http://www.got-college.com/individual-counseling/
http://www.got-college.com/essay-workshops/
http://www.got-college.com/individual-counseling/
http://www.got-college.com/
http://www.facebook.com/gotcollege

