
    Seniors will soon be 
completing a variety of ap-
plications for UC campuses, 
CSU campuses, private cam-
puses and out of state cam-
puses.  Make sure to put 
your “best foot forward” by 
completing a thoughtful, 
complete, detailed applica-
tion.  It can be the differ-
ence between being admit-
ted and being denied admis-

sion. 

Get Started Now 

   If you haven’t started your 
research or college tours, 
get started now.  Use these 

resources on our webpage. 

   Know where you are go-
ing to apply? Then gather 
important information in 
one place that will be 
needed for all applications.  
Updated transcripts, tests 
scores, and list of extracur-
ricular activities can stored  
in a binder or accordion file 
so that the student can eas-

ily access those documents. 

Explain Bad Grades 

   If you received a low 

grade in a course or two, and 
there is a logical explanation 
for those grades, share that 
on your application.  A death 
in the family, an extended 
illness or injury, or other 
significant incident can an-
swer questions in the admis-
sions reader’s mind. Don’t 
offer explanations such as 
“the teacher and I didn’t get 
a along”, or “the teacher 
gave a low grade to every-
one”.  These types of ex-
cuses only make the admis-
sions officer question your 

seriousness as a student. 

   Be Specific 

   In the descriptions of your 
extracurricular activities, give 
as many specific details as 
space allows.  Teens typically 
can be very vague, but col-
leges want to know the little 
details.  Did you play volley-
ball? Then include your posi-
tion, years played, any lead-
ership role you held, signifi-
cant tournaments won, and 
section, league or state 
championships.  Apply the 
same level of detail to any 

activity or leadership role listed. 

 Check Spelling 

One of the most common frus-
trations of college admissions 
staff is reading applications with 
spelling errors.  Make sure to 
have someone other than the 
student check all applications 

and essays for misspellings.   

Show That You “Fit” 

Private colleges, and some out 
of state publics, ask 
“supplementary” essay questions 
to garner information to show 
that you “fit” their campus.  
Show them through details and 
thoughtful responses that you 
will be successful at that campus.  
If there is a specific program or 
major of interest, explain why it 
interests you. If you have devel-
oped strong leadership, commu-
nication, or other skills, write 
about those in your essay story  
so the reader can see what you 

bring to the freshman class.   

Senior  Needing More Help?  

Our Individual Package includes 
comprehensive research, appli-
cation and essay writing ser-

vices. Contact us today!  

Submit Your Best Application 

New on got-college.com  

“Like “ us on Facebook and 
follow our timely tips and 

relevant information. 
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UC Applications Open 8/1 

This year UC application are avail-
able for students to access and start 
working on as of 8/1.  The dates for 
submission remain the same—11/1-
11/30.  Click here for the link to the 

UC Application  

http://www.got-college.com/researching-colleges/
http://www.got-college.com/individual-counseling/
http://www.got-college.com/contact-us/
http://www.got-college.com/
http://www.facebook.com/gotcollege
http://www.got-college.com/applicationsessays/


Liberal arts and sciences de-
grees, for decades the backbone 
of  U.S. higher education, have 
come under fire in recent years 
for not being “practical enough”, 
for not preparing students for a 
specific career, leading to the 
myth of scores of these gradu-
ates working at local coffee 
shops once they graduate.  Here 
in Silicon Valley, with our em-
phasis on technology, science 
and engineering, students and 
their parents constantly hear 
this message.  And yet the real-
ity is that liberal arts and sci-
ences graduates can and are 
successful in the post- college 

world. 

 

 

 

What do the numbers say?  

Earlier this year a report titled 
“How Liberal Arts and Science 
Majors Fare in Employment” 
released data tracking the suc-
cess rates of liberal arts majors 
and documenting how we all 
benefit from liberal arts gradu-
ates inclination to choose public 
service careers.  Here are some 

of the findings: 

 93% of employers agree that 
candidates’ demonstrated 
capacity to think critically, 
communicate clearly, and 
solve complex problems is 
more important than their 

undergraduate degree. 

 4 out of 5 employers agree 
that all students should ac-
quire broad knowledge in 

the liberal arts and sciences 

 While liberal arts and sci-
ences students earn less 
than science, technology and 
math students during the 
first few years after college, 
the earning gap decreases 
considerably over time, with 
peak earning for humanities, 
social science and profes-
sional majors reaching  
$66,000 during the peak 
earning years of 56-60, and 
science/math/technology 

majors reaching $86,000. 

 Employers want both broad 
knowledge and specific 
skills. Only 16% of employ-
ers stated they preferred 
hiring graduates with knowl-
edge and skills to a specific 

field.  84% of employees 
preferred graduates with a 

broad range of skills. 

 

The importance of intern-
ships, mentors and engaging 

projects 

What enables a student of the 
liberal arts and sciences to put 
her/his degree to work? Oppor-
tunities while the student is in 
college that allow the student to 
emerge from college with confi-
dence and strong communica-
tion, critical thinking and prob-
lem solving skills.  A recent re-
port by Gallup and Purdue Uni-
versity indicated that the follow-
ing were key to well-being and 
engaging employment after col-

lege: 

 Learning from a professor 
that excited the student 

about learning. 

 Having a mentor that en-
couraged the student to 
pursue her/his goals and 

dreams. 

 Worked on a semester or 

longer project. 

 An internship or job that 
enabled the student to di-
rectly apply classroom 

learning. 

 Heavy involvement in extra-
curricular activities and or-

ganizations while in college. 

So, support your liberal arts and 
sciences student to find a “good 
fit” college, where she/he will be 
engaged, happy and motivated 
to take advantage of the hands-
on learning that is key to a suc-
cessful experience. To learn 
more about majors and associ-
ated career paths, visit the Re-
search Your Interests page on 

our website.  

  

Say Yes to a Liberal Arts 

 and Sciences Degree 

What to do?  Sign up for our 
Comprehensive Coures — in January, 

jopin the mailing list now 
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We also offer  

 

Individual 

College 

Admissions 

Counseling for 

Juniors and 

Seniors  
 

Check our website 

for more on on our 

Initial 

Consultations 

& 

Junior and Senior 

Packages  
 

We offer Individual 

College Admissions 

Counseling for 

Juniors and Seniors 

 

Contact us for help 

with college 

research, apply l ist 

development, 

application 

completion and essay 

writing 

 

More information on 

our website 

http://www.got-college.com/research-your-interests/
http://www.got-college.com/research-your-interests/
http://www.got-college.com/individual-counseling/
http://www.got-college.com/individual-counseling/
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Campus tours are the key to 
students having a first hand ex-
perience of what it is like to be 
on a college campus.  But don’t 
just “go on a tour” - make the 
most of the experience by plan-
ning ahead, doing pre-tour re-
search and taking time for im-

portant post-tour tasks. 

In Advance 

 Register for the tour on the 

campus website. 

 Parents– plan the tours with 
your student. Ask your stu-
dent where she/he wants to 
tour, but you should help 
them register and make 
travel plans. Use website or 
apps for finding driving di-
rections, parking instruc-
tions, lodging suggestions 
and other travel informa-

tion. 

 Students—explore the web-
site or app for each college.  
Discover majors, college 
activities, admissions re-
quirements, college tradi-

tions and more. 

 Students– prepare 2-3 ques-

tions to ask the tour guide. 

 Arrange to visit a specific 
department or class  of in-
terest.  This may require a 
call to that department in 
advance, but often can be 
arranged.  Ask the admis-
sions office of more infor-

mation. 

 Bring a notebook, phone or 

tablet to record visit notes. 

During The Tour and Visit 

 Students should take the 
lead and ask questions.  Par-
ents should stay back and 

listen. 

 Take photos during the 
tour.  These can be very 
important reminders of 
what the student liked and 
disliked on the campuses.  
After 4 or 5 tours, these 
details can become a blur, so 
specific campus photos will 

help define the differences. 

 Spend time before and after 
the tour exploring sights 
that the tour missed or did-
n’t explore in depth.  Eat 
lunch in the food court or 
cafeteria, browse through 

the library, visit the book-
store, quietly enter the back 
of a large auditorium and sit 
in on a lecture, and visit the 
surrounding city.  You might 
be living here for 4 years, so 
get a good feel for all the 

campus has to offer. 

 HAVE FUN - this is an op-
portunity for students to 
dream about their future 
and picture themselves at 
college.  Parents, enjoy this 
time to talk with your stu-
dent and learn more about 
what is happening in that 17 
year old brain. Parents, ask 

questions and avoid letures! 

Afterwards 

 Record your impressions in 
your notebook, phone or 
tablet soon after your visit.  
What did you like? Dislike? 
What questions do you 
have that still need to be 

answered?  

 Use the phone app “College 
Visits” to organize and re-

cord your visit notes.  

 Send a thank you email to 
the tour guide or admissions 
representative.  This is es-
pecially important at private 
colleges that often keep 
track of student’s 
“demonstrated interest” 
and consider that during the 

admissions process. 

 Get answers to any ques-
tions that arose during the 
tour.  Consult the college’s 
website or contact the ad-

missions office. 

 Make plans to go on more  
tours.  Students who tour a 
variety of campuses- public, 
private, small, large, urban, 
rural - are better equipped 
to choose colleges to apply 
to that meet their specific 
academic, social and financial 

needs and interests. 

Head to our website for 
more information on tours 

and college fairs.  
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Before, During and After Your     

Campus Tour  

Do you have younger 

students in need of  

college planning? 

For 8th-10th graders, 

use our 

 

 Early Planning Session 

 

A great way to get 

started on, or update, 

your student’s 4 year 

high school plan 

http://www.got-college.com/visiting-colleges-college-fair/
http://www.got-college.com/early-planning/


Q I have heard there are going to be changes to the SAT. 
What are the changes? When will those changes be put 

into place?  

A 
 

The SAT Reasoning Test changes will begin in 2016, affecting 
the high school graduating class in 2017.  The PSAT ( or 
practice SAT) will included changes in the fall of 2015, as stu-

dents prepare for their tests in 2016.  Some of the major changes to 

the test are: 

 The total possible score will be a 1600: 800 for math and 800 for 
evidence-based reading and writing.  The current total possible 

scores is 2400 for 3 sections. 

 There will be an optional essay section that will be scored sepa-
rately.  Currently the writing section is one of the 3 required sec-

tions. 

 There will be no penalty for wrong answers.  The current exam 

penalizes students 1/4 point for each wrong answer.   

 The updated test will last for 3 hours, with an additional 50 min-
utes for the optional writing section.  The current test lasts for 3 

hours and 45 minutes. 

       

Students taking the tests in 2016 test should make sure to prepare 
using updated materials.  If you are using a tutor or test prep com-
pany, ask to make sure that they are using updated prep materials.  

For more information on test prep, consult our website. 

 

8th—10th graders: 

Early Planning 

Juniors: 

Comprehensive Course  

Individual Counseling 

Seniors: 

Individual Essay Workshop 

Individual Counseling   

Interested in learning more about 

college admissions? Follow out timely 

tips and “Like” us on: 

We believe that all students can find colleges 

where they can be successful academically and 

socially, and where they can grow and mature 

in aspirations, experiences and confidence. 

Our goal is to help students develop  lists of 

colleges to apply to that best-fit their unique 

interests and needs.  And while the admissions 

process has become more complex and selec-

tive over time, we guide students and parents 

through steps to identify options and reduce 

stress, while enabling students to build their 

confidence and  life-long decision-making skills. 

 

Our Philosophy and Services 

 

got college? 

15559 Union Ave #211 

Los Gatos, Ca 95032 

Celeste Radanovich (408)314-6800 

Marna Taylor (408) 439-4614  

 

Practical help for searching, 

applying and choosing 

 

got-college.com 

http://www.got-college.com/testing/
http://www.got-college.com/early-planning/
http://www.got-college.com/comprehensive-course/
http://www.got-college.com/individual-counseling/
http://www.got-college.com/essay-workshops/
http://www.got-college.com/individual-counseling/
http://www.got-college.com/
http://www.facebook.com/gotcollege

