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CREATIVE COMMUNITY RESOURCES

PEOPLE’S
PARISH

OUR PLACE OUR STORIES

TRADITIONAL ARTS AND CULTURE SCOTLAND

A NEW INITIATIVE SUPPORTING COMMUNITIES
TO SHAPE AND SHARE THE STORY OF THEIR PLACE

Traditional Arts and Culture Scotland
Ealain is Cultar Traidiseanta Alba
Airts an Tradeetions Scotland
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Theaim of the People’s Parishis toinspire and support creative neighbourhood projects in each of
Scotland’s 871 civil parishes, connectinglocal stories, traditions and cultural memory with the distinct
local voices, culture and creativity of our places today.

Theinspiration for the People’s Parish came fromthe old Statistical Account of Scotland, which began
over two hundred years ago at the close of the 18th century. In the 21st century, we believe that the story
of Scotland’s places should be told not by a few professionals or central institutions, but by the people
who liveand work there, on their own terms. The resulting work will be archived and made available for
future generations.

THE PEOPLE’S PARISH AIMS TO:

involve all of Scotland’s 871 parishes

bring together local activists and organisations

encourage participation in community life

inspire new forms of mapping

gather and give voice to songs, stories, dances, traditions, visuals,
histories and fictions

facilitate digital representation of local cultureand access toit
createaresource for generationsto come.
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Read more onthe People’s Parish website www.peoplesparish.scot/about

This resource contains the following:

GETTING STARTED

COMMON GROUND ABC OF LOCAL DISTINCTIVENESS
COMMON GROUND PARISH MAP

THE WAY WE LIVE NOW

STORY CIRCLE GUIDELINES

STORY CIRCLE PROMPTS
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http://www.peoplesparish.scot/about
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There arelots of different ways to approach a People’s Parish project. You might be starting from
scratch, or perhaps you have already started working a project and would like to expand it to involve more
members of your local community.

We encourage People’s Parish projects to involve research ofand bythe community. Be prepared to be
open to experimenting with different approaches, especially when proposed by the participants
themselves.

Before embarking, we recommend that you arrange a visit from our People’s Parish team. We will
provide anadvice and training session introducing you to some key ideas in community action research,
outline the different stages of a community project and demonstrate some of the different ways in which
you could make use of our creative community resources.

If you are thinking of starting a creative community project, consider these starter questions
below. We will discuss these and other questions with you during your initial advice and training
session.

1 Who’sinvolvedinyour People’s Parish team?

1 Canyouruna project with an existing group? Do you need to set up a new group? Advice for
setting up a new group can be found on the Voluntary Arts Scotland website.

Who makes the decisions?
1 Whois funding the project? If there is funding, who gets paid?
1 Doyou have the capacity to achieve what you want to do, or do you need help?

1 Doyouknow where tofind local parish sources? e.g. museums, libraries, archives, websites,
local knowledgeable people?

1 Arethere groupsinyour local area you would want to work with? Perhaps you could link in
with the local care home, older people’s daytime club, oral reminiscence group, local
history society, walking group, tourist information centre, civic society, allotment or
community garden, sports club, local school, writers’ group or other voluntary arts groups.

1 What are the existing significant events in your parish? Are there seasonal festivals, local
annual days, occasional or regular events (pub sessions, singing groups, ceilidhs) that you
that you could connect with?

1 Areyou goingto use social media? An online group or simple website can be a great day to
bring ideas together.
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One of the main aims of the People’s Parishis to encourage people to look at their locality with afresh eye
and highlight distinctive features of the areaand community which could forma starting point. The
following two resource have been adapted from Common Ground,anarts and environmental
charity based in Dorset, England.

The ABC of Local Distinctiveness isatool created to inspire people and communities to discover
and re-discover whatever is distinctive about a place.

Whenyou have lived or worked in a place for along time you may cease to notice it unless something
happens tojolt you. It might be the sun glinting onastone wall revealing the fossils in it, discovering that
the street name cheap indicates a market place which explains the wide pavements, the felling of an
ancientand much loved tree which makes you look more closely at the remaining mature trees in the
place. Common Ground describe it like this:

Wetend to think first about the special landmarks that make our places, but it is the commonplace, the
locally typical, locally abundant or the local vernacular which often contribute most to asense of place.
The use of local material isimportant. The vegetation plays a part. What about the wild life? Landmarks
help to definea place: from hills or cliffs to trees with a history; contemporary sculptures like the Kelpies;
lighthouses, church steeples or towers, mosques, piers, power stations, cooling towers, wind farms, pit
tips, gravel workings, lime-kilns.

There are things which are widespread, but which vary regionally, such as buildings which differ not onlyin
use butin style and building materials. There are the subtle indicators such as family names, street names,
language, milestones, smells, gates, gravestones, local food and drink, or signifiers carried in coats of arms.
The ephemeral and invisible are important too: customs, dialects, celebrations, names, recipes, spoken
history, myths, legend, story and song. Many calendar events are particular to place, such as anniversaries
of local events or local Gala days or festivals. There may be places notable for the seasons or natural
phenomenasuchas high or low tides; rainbows or lightning; bird, fish, butterfly migrations; signs of spring
andautumn leaves or holiday places. Look for detail, but remember that it is the parts that make the
whole.

Making an ABC can be as simple or as complicated as you wish to make it. First,decide upona
definition of your area- it could be one street, one school, one neighbourhood, village or town or any
otherareathatisimportant to you. As agroup, or individually, you could go on walks to look specific things
or systematically take different parts of your areaat atime. You might put a sheet of paper on the wall and
justadd things any time you think of them.



https://www.commonground.org.uk/rules-local-distinctiveness/
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We have suggested the kind of things you might like to include below:

materials
1 Special buildings
f Occupations

Famous people and local heroes
Family names
Weather

1 Special landmarks 1 Foodanddrink
1 Geology 1 Festivals
1 Flora-vegetation, trees, plants and 1 Customs
flowers 1 Traditions
f Fauna-animals, birds, insects 1 Stories
1 Types of houses and building 1 Songs
1
1
1

You may decide to spread the net wider by getting in touch with the local radio station and newspaper to
ask for suggestions. You could also contact your local history society, field walking association, tourist
information centre, civic society, allotment or gardening club, sports club, schools, evening classes to get
as wide arange of information as possible. Asa group, or individually, you could go on walks to look and
photograph specific things or systematically take different parts of your areaat atime.

Final Product

Your final ABC could take many forms. It could be pictorial or simply words. It may be drawn by one artist
orinclude artwork by different people. Much will depend on the skills of the people within your group, but
ideally it would be good to involve as many people with artistic abilities as possible. Choose someone to
help organise whoillustrates what, and to what scale. A good art director can make the most of visual
material of varied quality and create an overall design to hold everything together.

Photography is easy because most people have a camera; some community members may have old
existing snaps. Your ABC could be made entirely from photographs.

Thealphabet could vary too and consist of different type faces or styles of lettering to be found inthe
locality. Look at the letter-cutting on gravestones, milestones, street signs, manhole covers, sign posts,
shops etc.

What Next?

1 Youcould use the ABC as the basis for creating something new —a piece of art or an exhibition

1 Youcouldturnyourlistintoapoem orasong. Find out if thereis alocal storyteller or asongwriter
who can workwithyouto create it

1 Youcould photograph your chosen local places to create a small exhibition or display. Take simple
pictures of buildings or details of chimneys, people and their houses, trees, local breeds of animals,
local dishes, festival days. Some may already have old snaps that could be used

1 Youcould createastory walk based on your ABC and encourage people to become tour guides!
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COMMON GROUND mPARISH MAP

Adifferentkind of Parish Map could be made locally, drawing on the information collected in the ABC
process. A Parish Map demonstrates what people claim as their own locality and what they value iniit. It
does not have to be precise or cartographically correct, but by illustrating locally distinctive activities and
features, it helps you to focus on the everyday things that make your place significant to you and different
from the next. For visitors,a Parish Map offersa newway of looking at a place, and shows a glimpse of the
vibrant life behind the obvious.

The great thingabout making the map yourselves is that you can choose what to putinand what to leave

out. You can decide on how to gather and discuss, the mix of natural history with buildings, or legends with
Ivelihoods, the scale at which you wish towork. NN —
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