ASPIRATIONS
The Annual Award Winners Magazine of the BALLARAT ARTS FOUNDATION.
Issue No.15, October 2016
Mission: To encourage and develop, through strong community engagement, the aspirations and talents of
emerging artists who have lived, worked or studied in Ballarat.

Photos from a recent production of Semi-Monde
by Seven Actors with costumes by Kelly Ryan.

THE 2016 BALLARAT ARTS FOUNDATION AWARD WINNERS
are a diverse group encompassing many different genres, styles and age groups and
all having some connection to Ballarat. Some members of this group currently live and
work or study in Ballarat and some are based further afield.
As an organisation, BAF is proud to be an ambassador for Ballarat and the local region
as a sophisticated contributor to arts and culture. As we advocate for and provide
support to emerging artists with a connection to our area, it is a natural and aspirational
consequence that many of our alumni use the funds received, in projects outside of
Ballarat. This provides an interesting result. Firstly it exposes our artistic offering to a
much wider audience, which in turn raises the profile of our Foundation and therefore
the potential for broader based financial support to achieve our goals. This year we
have seen this model in action with two very different events that have broadened our
audience through collaboration and common goals.
As we continue to enjoy the successes of our past alumni we look forward to news of
this current group of award recipients as they keep us informed of their progress, so
in turn we may continue to inform you, our
loyal supporters, of the far reaching influence
of your generous assistance.
After completing her degree in the UK,
Kelly Ryan has a strong desire to return to
Australia and become a resident costume
maker in a professional theatre company.
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Mio Bayley – Craig Horwood Award
Mio Bayley is only13, but already has a long
list of prizes, awards and credits to her name.
The Australian Ballet School has recently
offered Mio the opportunity to study there
on a full-time basis as of 2017. Moving full
time to Melbourne at such a young age is an
enormous, but vitally important, step for Mio
towards her ambition of being a dancer on
the world stage.

Sarah Perkins – A.H. Yung Award
Sarah’s ambition is to be a professional ballet
dancer. As her final year of study at the
Queensland Ballet Academy draws to a
close, she is busy planning an audition circuit
both here in Australia and in Europe. Sarah’s
time travelling through Europe will be
limited to just a few weeks, so the BAF grant
for a Eurorail pass will enable her to
streamline her audition schedule.

Claire McArdle – Rotary Award

Kelly Ryan – VJ Award
After completing a Bachelor of Arts (Acting)
and a Diploma in Costume for Performance,
Kelly Ryan recently moved to England to
study for a Masters of Costume for
Performance at University of Arts, London.
She will also be pursuing work as a costume
designer for theatre and film. Kelly will use
her BAF grant to purchase essential sewing
equipment and calico for toiles.

Claire describes herself as a ‘contemporary
jeweller and object maker’. Believing that it
is the concept that makes good work, she is
interested in the cross-over between
contemporary jewellery and contemporary
art. In 2017 Claire will be exhibiting her work
at The Lost Ones Gallery in Ballarat and Bus
Projects in Collingwood. The BAF grant will
go towards the costs of mounting these
exhibitions.

Matchstick Theatre Co – BLOC Award

Matchstick Theatre Co:
Michael Argus (L) and
Charlie Mycroft (R)

The inaugural production of Matchstick
Theatre Co. is the powerful play True West
by American playwright Sam Shepherd.
Setting up a new company is an exciting
step forward in the artistic careers of the two
young actors Charlie Mycroft and Michael
Argus. This young partnership has spent
months meticulously planning the launch of
their company with a detailed business and
artistic plan. Their grant will offset some of
their production, publicity and marketing
expenses.
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Louis Stevens – Benjamin Northey Award
Louis Stevens is a third year student
majoring in composition at Melbourne
Conservatorium of Music. he was recently
commissioned by Ballarat Grammar to
compose music for their String Ensemble
who will perform this work during their 2017
overseas tour. his grant will enable him to
purchase a new computer that will assist with
his plans to study a Master of Composition
for Film in the USA.
Joshua Woods – Nicholson Award
Currently undertaking a Bachelor of Music –
Jazz and Improvisation at the VCA, Joshua is
a passionate and highly disciplined young
saxophonist who will use his BAF grant to
purchase a second-hand Selmer Mark VI Alto
saxophone, a French-made instrument hand
crafted between 1954 and 1974, that has a
sound that is particularly suited to jazz
playing. Josh described the timbre of the
instrument as “rich and bright with a ‘funky’
thick sound”.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?

JOSHUA HYDE
In 2007 I was awarded a grant from the
Ballarat Arts Foundation to participate in
the prestigious 2nd International JeanMarie Londeix Saxophone Competition
in Bangkok. It was my first trip overseas,
and the first time I had seen so many
world-class saxophonists performing at
the top of their game. I moved to France
to work with Marie-Bernadette Charrier
in Bordeaux and Vincent David in
Versailles – teachers whose students I
had seen perform in Bangkok. I returned
to the next edition of the competition in
2010 and was fortunate enough to win
first prize and the audience prize before
an international jury including JeanMarie Londeix himself.
Since then I have been accepted into the
Paris Conservatoire, established a
contemporary music ensemble in Paris,
toured Asia numerous times with the
Amigo saxophone quartet, been invited
to perform with Cologne based
ensemble musikFabrik, performed at
numerous festivals such as Ars Musica
(Brussels), and been invited as a guest
lecturer at the Universities of Melbourne,
Leeds, Manchester and Kasetsart.
I am sure that the vibrant, inclusive and,
above all, supportive arts environment in
Ballarat due to the work of the Ballarat
Arts Foundation and their peers has had
a powerful influence on the musical and
artistic careers of many young people
from Ballarat, myself included.

PAULINE
O’SHANNESSY-DOWLING
Pauline received a Ballarat Arts
Foundation grant in 2011 to assist
with expenses to help mount an
exhibition of new works – which was
held at what was then known as
Arthur Gallery, Ballarat.
one of the works from this exhibition,
Urban Landscape, was later in that
same year, chosen as the winner of
the University of Ballarat, Emerging
Artist Prize, at the St Patrick’s
College Art Exhibition.
In recent times, Pauline has been
collaborating with Tas Wansbrough,
also a Ballarat Arts Foundation grant
recipient (2012 – The Inaugural, Red
Brick Gallery Award), on Podtastic.
Podtastic is an arts project which
highlights the combined passion of
Pauline and Tas for colour and form –
where colour and form are used
freely; rules are broken and the vision
is always bold. The Podtastic work
also allows Pauline and Tas to freely
express their own creative vision – as
both individual artists and as a
collaborative team.
The work of Podtastic is now
included in an exhibition at
Parliament house to celebrate the
125th anniversary of the women’s
suffrage petition to parliament.

Above: Pauline O’Shannessy-Dowling (left)
and Tas Wansbrough (right)

SARAH SLATER
I was one of the very first recipients of a
BAF grant in the first round of grants
ever given. I received a grant to buy a
mouthpiece. After this I continued to
receive small grants from BAF over the
years in order to help me on my way.
It was not only the financial support I
received from BAF but also the
encouragement and continued interest
in my career that always helped me.
Members of the BAF committee helped
me outside of the Foundation in so
many ways – organising concerts for me,
phone calls to me or Mum to see how I
am going. These relationships continue
on until today.
Since receiving my BAF grants I have
moved to Germany, finished my studies,
played with numerous orchestras and
ensembles around Europe and now I
hold two teaching positions at
Universities in Germany as well as
playing a lot of freelancing in Europe.
This week I am on tour with the Pop
Singer Adele!
For me the BAF community really
strengthened me and supported my
family and I. Knowing you have support
at home is so important and I have
always been so lucky to have so many
people in Ballarat who have encouraged
and supported me. This really has had a
huge impact on my success.

G.Gay & Co was established in 1918 by Godfrey Gay, who originally sold new and second hand building materials, timber and
mining supplies. A mining engineer until the age of 50, he took a major change in his career path and started a timber yard in
Armstrong Street. his son Edwin took over the business during the Depression, around 1932, and in 1963 his son Jim took the
helm and relocated the business to howitt Street, Wendouree. Now part of the Mitre 10 Group, stores in howitt Street, Gillies
Street and Sebastopol are managed by two of Jim’s sons, David and Ross. They employ over 90 full-time staff, who take pride in
providing friendly, prompt and expert advice to their customers in a local family business.
once again the BAF Family thank G.Gay & Co, Mitre 10, for their continued support and for sponsoring this issue of Aspirations.

BAF BOARD MEMBERS

GET INVOLVED WITH BAF
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BAF would like to thank our vast network of donors, supporters, benefactors and
friends for their ongoing assistance as we strive to deliver our objectives. There are
many opportunities for you or your organisation to become involved with the
Foundation, be it through a partnership, sponsorship, a donation or as a volunteer.
If you wish to make a donation, please find the details below. If you would like to
discuss other options, please contact Paula: info@ballaratartsfoundation.org.au

Paula Nicholson – Chair
Andrew henwood – Deputy Chair
Ben Brown
Janet McCulloch oAM
Neale Gribble
Stuart Maiden
Wendy Rechenberg
Kiri Smart

We look forward to revealing the possibilities that exist through relationships with
the Ballarat Arts Community.

Executive Assistant – Margaret Dobson

MAKE A DONATION TO BAF
The Ballarat Arts Foundation Inc. Gifts Account is a tax deductible fund listed on the
Register of Cultural organisations under Subdivision 30-B of the Income Tax
Assessment Act 1977. Donations of $2.00 or more are tax deductible.
Date:

PLEASE CONTACT US

Given Name:
Mail
Po Box 749 Ballarat Victoria 3353

Surname:

Email
info@ballaratartsfoundation.org.au or
grants@ballaratartsfoundation.org.au
Phone
General enquiries: Paula on 0409 544 294
Grant enquiries: Wendy on 0409 352 268
Visit
www.ballaratartsfoundation.org.au
Or follow us on...

Address:

Email:
Amount: $
Payment Type: Cheque / Cash (please circle)
(Make cheques payable to: Ballarat Arts Foundation Inc. Gifts Account)
online Payment: www.givenow.com.au/ballaratartsfoundation
Please return form and donation to:
Ballarat Arts Foundation Po Box 749 Ballarat Victoria 3353
I would like to receive more information about the donor program.
I would like to become a member of BAF.
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