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Animal Ethics 101

Think veganism is only about what you eat? UCSB’s Vegan Studies
course shows how the practice relates to global concerns

By BRETT LEIGH DICKS In addition to the acsdomie componsnt, masistant professor [n Freonch in the

NICWE-PRESS CORMESPON DENT it Forcuses an bringing in an array of Department of French and 1Ealian a
uesd speakers who not only address the LICSHE. itis an issue near and dear 1o his
Aention the word vegani=m and som sfudenis bul the peneral public through feear

might dismiss a cormmersathon about it as lectures held on campus. On Moosday, I turmisd wegetarian when I was 17 or

i offering a lob of sustennunee. But LICSB {ram 6 1o 7:30 pm., best-selling author, 18 and then became a vegan (ive years

prediessor Konan Larue knows thene's virgan proneer and animal rights advocate agn,” =aid Dr Laree, 36, ] wanted to

mane Lo Lhe subpect than just bean spoul= Crene Baur, co-founder work on this subject

and tafu ol Farm Sanciuary, a F"” because il was a huge
Hir's helping his studenis gel (o the noaprofil dedieated topic with refigious

miat of U matter tirowgh o Yisgan tor frmed anlmal queestions ke, Why does

; ; Gane Baur, eo-loundar ’ - i ;
Studies course highiighiing the react rescie, prodeclion and God allow us to Kill and

of Farm Sanciuary, a

o e & Tuenoes and shosvane movoeacy. will @i a ; vl animals” Therne's
W voganisn MIII|J.III [ei 1 showin ALY, ven nonprofit dedicated to farmed l_||. nimals” Ther
thad it is mach more than just abood presenlatien in LLal s also anthropological

- i (] a1
choosing a planl-based died over one Life sepences Building AINITIN TanLua, Prumection queestions such as, Are
it g ep eyl Bocm 1001 " and advocacy, will give a O AR 5 Sk
:I;.l.".lr_:_lr.-._ll!;.l..l.!l .| .-I.;I-.lll-l':._.ll...lli Y - -I-. - [J'HE.ﬁr‘-IHI'l:mﬁI-.’:-T-" -!'ur-ll'l'l |lli:' tiz:-llli_lhn il
JPOARUACAS. BT Ci L0 LI B0 5 LR L1 B FE LS = | 5 Lite | S P O
curricubiom las fall, the course exanminges Lhes Viegnn Stuejes Monday in UCSE's Lite phibssaphicil guestions
¥ il P gt oy ik y bnve T Sciencaes Bullding, Room 1001, F "0t
the inlersection of vepan nnd vegelnrian coairse stem froamn La ol . Loo: Do anmg] hmae
. REE ar i Hgel T L Faor mane nlarmation aboul '
food and lifestyle practices in the context Larue's own research UCSE's Veoan Studies righis
of history, religion, philesophy, politics, mieresis In 2011 ity o et “There are many,
- COourse and coaming evanms -

mromomics and psveholoey e earned a il ' mEIY imparian
Vegnnism :-I:| very rich and redevant n French literature g0 1o w:'.'w__'.-]i_'.-;l:li:-l:l!'i o '[IEI'.H:i.IIII"\- Praring
subjecl” Dr. Larue todd the Nows-Pres: from the Université de veganstudiesucsh Ui 188h century and
prior toane of his pecent cla whiich Ficardie Jules-Verne dluring thie Antioquity
are hedd week] Thiere are many fclds His disseriation centered around Lhe and the Middle Ages, a lob of people werse
around veganism [ thought it woulbd be g history of vegetarinnism in the West and vepedarians and there wore a kol of vory
good course for the students here at UCSE subsequently formed the basis for & book important debates around this issue. |
because there are & lob of veselarinns @ L Vepelarisme of ses ennemis: Vingl- wanted to pxamine these
It ol vesmans and & bl of people whoe o cing shiscles de débats™ C'Vegelarinnism While debates surrounding
interestod in subjects like animal studies and its Enemies: Twenty-live Centurics of vegelarianism and veganism frst args
and rights, and the envirenment.” Debate”™) (Universitaires de Franee, 2015) almsost 1000 vesrs apo, Dr. Larue says
According to De Larue, Uhe eourse js Mol only 15 veganism & subject of

the first of its kind in the United States academle pursull for Dr. Lare, an Please see VEGAN o1 AT

Al bop, while animal welfare |ssues have been a topic of fierce debale throughout history, never have thoy bean so
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Az wea struggle
to eome lo erms
with waricus
enviranmental
and sockal
issues, UCSE
profossor Renan
Larue suggesis
that finding

an answer o
them could
come through
combining a
broader outlook
with a little
more empathy.
To that end, he
has recently
introduced &
courss in Vegan
Studies at UCSB.
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Debates first arose almost

3,000 years ago
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medern society and ils associaled
Hf=tyle means Lhey are more
imporiant than ever,

"Those debates began 36 or
T centurics ago,” he said “Hut
now we talk more and more
aboul those issues because of
global warning Meat and diary
consumplion has a huge impact on
global warming, deforesiation and
the pollution of water and sail

“People ane also more and
more sensitive (o animals for
many rensons. When Lthere is
less war and viokencoe around s,
wir become more sensitive (o the
suffering of animals. For many
centuries, we thought we necded
protein from animals, but now
wie krvow they cause health issues
such as cancers, hearl attacks and
&0 on. Those things are linked to
the consumption of red mest and
diary products”

These issues are perfectly
Nustrated through the course’s
puest laclurer series

University ol Massachuiseils
Boston professor and swegan
activist Melanme Joy was a speaker
in February. Her 2001 book “Why

We Love Diogs. Eat Pigs, and
Wear Cows: An Introduction Lo
Carnism™ (Conari Press) brought
th terrm ‘earnism’ to the fore
while last week Rabbi Shrmuly
Yanklowitz gave a talk entitbed
“On Humans & Animals: To
Whaom Are We Responsthle?,”
which explored the intersection of
vogmniem and Judaizm

Moxtup it i= Mr Baur, who will
be discussing his work al Farm
Saneluary

Founded in the 15980s, Farm
Sanciuary supported its initial
animal resene ofTorts by selling
vigetarian hot dogs oul of an old
YW owan al Grateful Dead coneeriz
Thirty-seme vears later, the
arganization is now the larpest
nonprofil dedicated to farmed
animal reseue, protection and
advocacy, operaling three shelters
in MNew York and California.

Comedian Jon Steward. who
el Comedy Central's popular
poditical satirical program, “The
Diaily Show.” in 2005, is noaw in the
provess of establishing a refuge
for farmed animals al his New
Jersey homestesd, The shelter
will be Farm Sanctuary's fourth
location.

Providing rescue, refuge
and adoption for hundreds of

farm animals each year, Farm
Sanctuary shellers enable visitors
{0 conmect with farm animals as
emotional, intelligent individuals.
Mr. Baur belicves these animals
stand az ambasshdors for the
billivns of fectory farm animals
wha hiave o volee, and he has
dedicated his career o advecaling
on their behalf

UCSE's Viegan Studbes course
will be offered again next vear
In addition to shedding light on
endeavors such as Mr Baur's, D
Larue sabd it is more important
than ever for animal rights and its
associaled issues to be tackbed in
an academic emaromment.

“H i= the responsihility of
iniversities such as UCSE (o make
the people more aware of Lhe
consequences of their food choices
and find sofutions io the terrifying
CTisis we are going to Gee in the
coming vears and decades,” he
saubil.

“We need to talk about this
more and more teday, especially
here in Californis becise of
things like the drought. The
breeding of animals means a big,
big, waste of water, The issues
in this course are the issues the
waorld faces today.”



