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Monsieur le Ministre; Justice Kennedy; Mesdames, Messieurs; Distinguished guests and 
friends: My wife, Susan, and our children, Elias and Lily, join me in wishing you – with great 
joy, and for the last time – a ‘Happy Fourth of July’.  
 
Happy Fourth, everybody! From the bottom of our heart.  
 
Ambassadors come and go; ties between the United States and France are here to stay.  Ever 
stronger and deeper.  I saw it everywhere I went; in all the regions I visited; with all the 
people I met.  
 
I’ll take them back with me.  May they be students, entrepreneurs, or politicians.  Known or 
unknown.  They are France and France is them.  A land of contrasts, surprising and 
provoking; a patchwork as rich and diverse as are its landscapes and villages.  
 
You have a word for this: ‘terroir.’  For which there’s no real English translation.  And it’s 
better this way!  
 
Toward the end of his life, Thomas Jefferson would often look back to the one country that 
never failed to fascinate him: France – the France he admired.  The years spent there (and the 
people met along the way) had left a mark on him.  “Never,” he’d go on to write, “have I 
known a more devoted people in their select friendships.”  
 
Yes, Monsieur le Ministre, the United States and France are friends.  True ones.  Longtime 
friends and allies. And if we’re going through a difficult time, if our relationship is put to the 
test, it is important to remember all the crises we’ve overcome together.  Crucial to remember 
all that makes us, French and Americans, unfailing friends.  For we continue to work together 
on the ground to address today’s major global issues.  In Mali; in Syria; in Iran; everywhere 
where the values of the document that we celebrate today are ignored.  
 
Unfailing friends, because there’s so much more left for us to accomplish together.  For our 
future; that of our children’s.  To foster growth and support jobs.  Because if our alliance is 
the foundation of global security, our trade and our commerce is the engine of our global 
economy.  
 
The Declaration of Independence says that “all men...are endowed...with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”  
 
Our founding documents reflect the way we think.  They remind us who we are and who we 
want to be.  
 



Ambassador was a dream.  And I’ll end on this.  The lifelong dream to follow one day in my 
father’s footsteps.  The father I didn’t get to know, and of all I have left of him are distant 
memories and a few letters.  
 
I always carry this one with me.  My father wrote it soon after the Liberation of Paris.  The 
date on this letter is October 22, 1944.  They’re the words of a young U.S. Army officer.  A 
true declaration of love: “It’s a magnificent city,” he told his parents, “so beautiful, so 
inspiring, so like the French temperament and personality.”  
 
Times were rough.  Life was tough.  And yet, people were inspiring.  And Americans, under 
a spell...  
 
After all, that’s what friendship is all about.  The will to move forward; to build a better 
world.  Not only for us.  But for all those around us.  Our friends; our allies.  Something that 
French and Americans, I know it after all these years, view as sacred.  
 
Vive la France and vive les États-Unis.  
 
Happy Fourth of July, everybody!  
 
Thank you.  
 
On this day, I am touched to welcome to the Residence someone for whom I have profound 
respect and admiration.  
 
He was in Washington, DC just last week to meet with U.S. senior officials in charge of 
combating terrorism, violent extremism and organized crime.  Yet another example of the 
close ties between our two countries.  
 
Ladies and gentlemen,  
 
It is my great honor and privilege to present to you French Minister of the Interior, Mr. 
Manuel Valls.   
 
 
	


