TERRA LAND GROUP, LLC
___________________________________

May 16, 2017
VIA EMAIL

Manteca City Council
1001 W. Center St.
Manteca, CA 95337
MayorCouncilClerk@mantecagov.com
lblackmon@ci.manteca.ca.us

Re:
Manteca City Council Meeting Agenda for 05/16/2017 Agenda Item A.11: Adopt a
resolution approving the 2017 Federal Legislative Agenda.
Dear Council Members,
My name is Martin Harris and I am an authorized representative for Terra Land Group, LLC (“TLG”). TLG
owns approximately 230 acres with almonds currently being farmed west of Airport Way and south of
Woodward Avenue.
The TLG farm property is further described as consisting of one legal parcel with assessor’s tax
computation parcel numbers identified as:
1. APN 241-330-32

(203.33 acres)

2. APN 241-330-33

(17.14 acres)

3. APN 241-320-60

(10.13 acres)

Total Acreage

230 acres (approx.)

TLG would like to state that TLG is not opposed to economic development provided that (i) adequate
infrastructure and public services are put in place; and (ii) appropriate mitigation measures are installed to
offset any negative impacts created.
At this time, TLG is in receipt of Attachment 2 - Federal Legislative Agenda involving the City of Manteca,
California 2017 Federal Legislative Agenda as presented to the Council as part of the May 16, 2017
Manteca City Council meeting Consent Calendar Item A.11 (17-242).
Of particular interest are recommended positions included on pages 7 and 23 of the City of Manteca,
California 2017 Federal Legislative Agenda which (i) supports fiscal year 2017 funding for the Lower San
Joaquin River Feasibility Study to complete the study; and (ii) supports the project before the Civil Works
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Review Board; and (iii) supports a new study that will include those portions of the study area that were
left out of the Tentatively Selected Plan due to implementation of Executive Order #11988; and (iv)
supports monitoring activity related to the Waters of the United States rule.
With this in mind, it appears that there is a growing public concern relating to the short term and long
term potential for impacts associated with snow melt that many believe could overload the current
system of reservoir storage, managed releases and San Joaquin River channel (and bypass) flow
infrastructure that the public depends on to protect our community from any and all impacts associated
with flooding. (See Enclosure: May 11, 2017 Manteca Bulletin newspaper article, “Flooding: Not out of the
woods yet”)
Most concerning is the belief by various potentially affected residents, businesses and property owners
located in the rural areas south of Manteca that San Joaquin River flow capacity, at Vernalis, appears to be
incapable of safely handling the short-term and long-term potential flow volumes (i) necessary to
accommodate measured 2017/2018 reservoir discharges into the river system flowing downstream as
required to offset and manage upper watershed inflows into the reservoir(s) due to snow melt, as
considered in letters sent by TLG to the Manteca City Council on April 4, 2017, the San Joaquin County
Board of Supervisors on April 20, 2017, and John Maguire, Senior Civil Engineer, San Joaquin County
Flood Control and Water Conservation District on May 12, 2017 (See Enclosures); and (ii) anticipated to
occur in accordance with “Forecast - Coordinated Operations” that appear to project a 46,000 cubic feet
per second flow objective for the San Joaquin River at Vernalis as represented in the March 2017 Draft
Basin-Wide Feasibility Study: San Joaquin River Basin, pages 4-14 through 4-21; and (iii) necessary to
provide for the managed downstream river channel flows projected to occur during large flood events as
may be affected due to climate change as indicated in the March 2017 Draft Basin-Wide Feasibility Study:
San Joaquin River Basin, pages 2-14, 2-15, 2-16, 4-19 and 4-20; and (iv) originally intended and leads
many to believe that mitigation measures, providing for dredge and fill river channel flow improvement
activities need to be implemented and allowed to occur along the Lower San Joaquin River Basin as
appears to be feasible based on representations made in the August 21, 2008 Regional Mercury Load
Reduction Evaluation Central Valley, California, pages 2-7, 4-31, 4-32 and 4-33, and the October 2014
Draft Environmental Impact Statement: River Islands at Lathrop, Phase 2B, pages 2-47, 2-48, 6-2 and 6-3.
Most importantly, TLG believes that the potential for future short-term and long-term impacts due to
flooding remains a real possibility and urges the Council to take any and all action necessary to (i) support
and fund any portion of costs required to provide for and facilitate the completion of the Lower San
Joaquin River Feasibility Study as necessary to properly identify and mitigate any and all impacts created
in association with any Lower San Joaquin River Basin flood improvements being considered; and (ii)
provide a clear and fully descriptive presentation to the public that the public can comprehend that will
detail meeting dates and public comment deadlines relating to any and all environmental reviews of any
new flood protection infrastructure or levee modifications being considered, including “the project before
the Civil Works Review Board” as described on page 7 of the City of Manteca, California, 2017 Federal
Legislative Agenda included as Attachment 2 as presented to the Council as part of the May 16, 2017
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Manteca City Council Meeting Consent Calendar Agenda Item A.11 (17-242); and (iii) properly provide a
method best able to achieve safe and effective flood protection to everyone affected by following a
pattern consistent with the River Islands residential development environmental approval process by
allowing the United States Army Corps of Engineers to participate in the Environmental Impact Report
process as demonstrated in the October 2014 Draft Environmental Impact Statement: River Islands at
Lathrop, Phase 2B; and (iv) support dredging of the San Joaquin River (and any associated tributaries) as
necessary to improve Lower San Joaquin River Basin channel flows in a manner that allows for the safe
and effective flow of the San Joaquin River (and associated tributaries) as the river makes its way through
the urban and rural areas of Lathrop and Manteca.
In closing, TLG would like to draw the Council’s attention to the March 2017 Draft Basin-Wide Feasibility
Study: San Joaquin River Basin Response to Stakeholder Comments - Main Report, which includes 195
reviewer comments and associated State Department of Water Resources (“DWR”) responses that, for
your convenience, TLG has provided excerpts of the report detailing the comments and responses for
reviewer comments nos. 176 and 193, respectively.
No.

Reviewer

Section

Page

Comment

DWR Response

Action

176

Reclamation
District No.
2062 –
Susan Dell'Osso,
President

7.4

7-9

It seems premature to reflect the
State Recommended Plan in the
2017 CVFPP Update when DWR has
not conducted environmental
review of the State Recommended
Plan or determined if the
recommended plan is even feasible.
The BWFS does not include
sufficient information to determine
the scope and effects of the
recommended improvements.

The San Joaquin BWFS improvements
included in the State Recommended
Plan have been included in the refined
SSIA portfolio in the 2017 CVFPP
Update. However, inclusion in the
refined SSIA portfolio does not reflect a
decision for funding of any particular
proposed improvement, and all of the
proposed improvements included in
the refined SSIA portfolio will need to
undergo environmental review prior to
implementation, as part of the
Supplemental EIR.

None

193

San Joaquin
County Public
Works –
John Maguire

General

-

How does the State intend to
proceed with the State
Recommended Plan set forth in the
Study when environmental review,
detailed technical analyses and
specific studies of individual
components have yet to be
performed? Also, the State
Recommended Plan appears to
conflict with local communities’ land
use plans and policies and with the
Delta Plan, specifically by including
the cross levee and setback levee
proposal for RD 17. Isn’t this also
pre-decisional because the State has
not conducted environmental
review under CEQA nor has it
provided the technical analyses to

Please refer to response to comment
No. 176.

None
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De Novo Planning Group, Attn: Ben Ritchie (britchie@denovoplanning.com)
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Enclosure 1
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5/15/2017

Print This Article

Flooding: Not out of the woods yet
May 11, 2017
Editor, Manteca Bulletin,
The 250% above average snowpack this past season will melt. And, as our river levels
and reservoir levels reflect, the danger is as high now as it was three months ago.
The levees are more than saturated, and have been reinforced beyond expectations, in
my humble opinion. But, for how long can they withstand the pressure of constant water
upon them?
The operators/owners of the reservoirs have been more astute, more diligent in
maintaining safe levels thus far, for the most part, to which huge kudos should be given
to them. But, again for how long can they maintain this ever fragile safety net? A small
earthquake, or temps in the high 90s plus for even a few days could trigger a massive
emergency. Be aware folks of what is going on around you. I do not believe the danger
has passed. And, for those of you who were not around in 19961997 flood emergency, I
was. And, it literally caught us residential, commercial, government and agricultural
neighbors to the San Joaquin River with our pants down. Although, there was constant
indicators that a problem would develop, but since it never had thus far, why would it
then, was the sentiment of the day, for the most part?
When you stopped up on the Altamont and looked back, all you could see for the most
part was water, water, water everywhere. And, as far as the eye could see. It wasn’t as
filled with homes, etc, but it was a very terrifying sight to see. And, if you followed any
news media at all, every entity had a different story, had a different projection of
outcome. But, it was all bad, as far as I am concerned. So, I just relied on my own eyes
to tell me the real story. As you all should do again, I think.
I understand that a lot of you folks don’t believe that anything has changed. But, I do —
but, only so far as the funds are available to improve the levee system. It is not just a
government issue. It is all the individual entities that have a hand in maintaining and
protecting our safety. Need more reservoirs, of course, but again it takes funding. And,
understand that private entities do own and are responsible for the watershed in the
Central Valley area, and have been since the development of trying to control Mother
Nature.
Go take a shovel and dig down a foot or two and see where your water table is. It is a
rude awakening. We can possibly slip by unscathed, but we could be under several feet
of water again, on the other hand. Who knows?
Leanne Magincalda
Manteca

http://www.mantecabulletin.com/section/37/article/143555/
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Enclosure 2
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