Vouchers Do Not Save Taxpayer Money

In voucher programs, the public schools from which students leave for private voucher schools
are spread throughout a school district. The reduction in students attending a public school,
therefore, is usually negligible and does not decrease operating costs of those public schools.
Many of the costs to educate students in public schools are fixed, and therefore less malleable
to changes in student enrollment. As a result of voucher programs, public schools receive less
funding, leading to a decline in available programs and services for their students. That is one
of the reasons why some voucher programs have resulted in multi-million dollar deficits and

tax increases.

Proponents often claim that vouchers produce savings because the cost to educate each
student in private schools is generally less than the state’s per pupil expenditure for each
student in public schools. This, however, does not mean that the state will save money. For
instance, any potential savings are undercut when students who would have been enrolled in
private schools even without a voucher accept and use a voucher.?

In addition, the per-pupil expenditure for public school students does not directly translate into
the private school setting. Expenditures in public and private schools cannot be easily
compared. Public schools serve all students regardless of ability or expense to educate,
including students with disabilities and students who are English learners, and serve higher
concentrations of students needing greater resources. According to data from the National
Center for Education Statistics, although public schools serve 90% of K-12 students overall,
they serve 95% of students with special needs.? Public schools also serve higher
concentrations of students from households below the U.S. Census Bureau’s poverty
threshold.® When some students receive vouchers to attend private schools that can pick and
choose which students to accept, often the students who remain in public schools are those
with the greatest needs and the most expensive to educate.

In Indiana, the state ran a $53 million deficit during the 2015-2016 school year to support the
voucher program.# In Milwaukee, which has been disproportionately burdened in a statewide
voucher funding scheme, the city has had to raise property taxes several times in order to
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