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Pastor’s Ponderings
Rev. Michele in
mission Sept 22—
October 8
Uganda and
Malawi
Last Wednesday
Of-the-month

FamilyFamily-Centered
Church
Here I am, three weeks from my mission trip to
Uganda and Malawi. One year ago, I wasn’t sure how I
would raise the money for the trip. I looked at the $4,000
minimum and thought, “How in the world am I going to get
there?” We live in an area of wealth, but most pastors aren’t
known for having a lot of extra money. As we like to say,
“We’re not in it for the income; we’re in it for the outcome.”
I had long conversations with Pastor Mary Elyn about
knowing I was supposed to go. We talked about the mystical
aspect of the Spirit moving in ways that kept me moving forward with plans, even though I didn’t know where the funds
would come from. The invitation from the women I had
worked with in 2014 to return and run workshops on reducing domestic violence grew in my heart. Pictures like this
one kept me remembering the beautiful young women I had
met and their situations of oppression.
[continued p 2]
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Then, with the help of the members of St. Mark’s and Walnut Avenue UMC, Rotary, and jewelry
sales, I was able to raise the needed funds plus funds for micro-loans for new women’s cooperatives. I
am so grateful for all the support I have received. It just goes to show what a little faith can do. As Jesus explains in Matthew 13:31-32, “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took
and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of
shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”
Thank you for helping me grow this great tree! I look forward to bringing your blessings and
love to the women of Uganda and Malawi, and returning with their love and blessings for you.
Shalom,

Pastor Michele Robbins

Pastor Michele Robbins

Guest Preacher Schedule during Rev. Michele’s Mission Travel time:
During Pastor Michele’s mission trip to Uganda and Africa, we will receive the Sunday Message from
three gifted sermon-givers:
Scott Cushing on September 24,
Mary Elyn Bahlert on October 1. Mary Elyn is part-time pastor at Walnut Avenue UMC.
Tom Robbins on October 8. Michele will be newly arrived home and present with us, as
Tom shares the message.

Michele’s Travel Schedule [In general]
Sept 22 departure from SFO
Sept 25-30 time in Uganda
Oct 1 time begins in Malawi
Oct 7 travel home

Prayers for Michele and
women during workshops
the following weeks:
September 26 in Uganda
October 2 in Malawi
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Pastor’s Sabbath
Since beginning her time with us, Pastor Michele
has observed her Sabbath on Mondays. At her
recent 3-day time with her team at the Board
of Ordained Ministry, she was “encouraged” to
conform to the disciplinary requirement for
pastors to have two days “off” each week.
Which in my [Bev’s] opinion, allows for one day
to accomplish life’s many errands and chores and
a then a full true Sabbath Day. We pray in
gratitude for Michele’s new Sabbath schedule:
Fridays and Saturdays.

Stewardship Season:

September 2017

`
With a focus on the book by Adam Hamilton:

ENOUGH: Discovering Joy Through Simplicity and Generosity
Before Michele departs on her Uganda-Malawi
mission trip, she will present a series of sermons which
will invite us to think about stewardship in a new waywith the help of the book "Enough: Discovering Joy
through Simplicity and Generosity." The book offers
new ways to view finances and possessions and related
topics. It is helpful, readable, and lively [and short];
written by Adam Hamilton, who inspires communities
through writings and training programs. I find myself
thinking about the word "Enough." A many-layered
word and concept.
We are encouraged to have our own copy, and they are
available at church to borrow or purchase for $10.
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Orinda Garden Club presents
A new movie about a topic of current interest

Toxic Puzzle at
The Orinda Theater
Wednesday, October 4
7:00-9:00 p.m.
$5 suggested donation
Followed by
Question &Answer time on plant-based cures for
ALS, Alzheimer’s, & Parkinson’s
with famed ethnobotanist Paul Alan Cox, Ph.D.
Tickets & details

OrindaGC.org

• Synopsis by film-maker: Dying from diseases like ALS and Alzheimer's is a tormenting process.
The diseases are on the increase worldwide. Aided by climate change and pollution, scientists believe a substance in the environment, produced by some of the smallest organisms on Earth is the
culprit.This is a medical detective story, a hunt for the hidden killer, following scientist Paul Cox and
his team on a worldwide quest to find a cure. The team believe they have found something - (work in
progress, to be completed March, 2017)
—Bo Landin

Please Note:

Rev. Michele’s Wednesday morning guided meditation

Which meets Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m., will not meet the weeks she is away:
September 27 and October 4

CROP WALK—October 15, 1:00 p.m. Sunday afternoon at Civic Park in Walnut
Creek
If you have thought about going other years but never quite make it, here is a suggestion:
Volunteer to be the coordinator. Help folks sign up, monitor our donation jars for the children. Distribute signup sheets, remind folks about it. And then, Show up for the walk with your St. Mark’s
friends and other neighbors!
Let Pastor Michele know that you are the one to help out !
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Our First Annual
Heavenly Treasures Community Flea Market
was a success:
a variety of wares were offered
and many happy shoppers left with arms full of good finds
With preliminary accounts in, it looks as though:
*the church fund is over $1,111 ahead

*Pastor Michele’s jewelry sale netted $300 to go toward micro-loans for
women in Uganda. She leaves soon and this extra gift to the community
she serves will expand her efforts there.

*Susan Curry and friends were able to donate $1,900 to Lincoln programs
from proceeds of their jewelry sale.
All of this the result of great forethought and planning, cooperation, and plain hard
work before and throughout the day. We thank the many who did the coordinating:
Mary Beth MacLennan, Linda Doran, Laurie Goetzl, Kirsti Peter, Leslie Johnson,
Brent Goetzl, Michele Robbins, and others behinds the scenes. . . . Including our
vendors and our shoppers, our set-up and clean-up folks.
We look forward to next year’s SECOND ANNUAL event.
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Book Club— September 11, Monday
In September our book club will read "Day After Night" by Anita Diamant. The book tells the story of
four young women who meet in an internment camp after escaping to Isreal from Nazi Europe. Our
choice for October is "Still Life", by Louise Penny, a traditional detective mystery set in Quebec,
Canada. Although there are many copies of this book available in the library, it is a popular book so
should be ordered promptly. Meetings are held the first Monday of the month, at 1:00 pm, in
the Moraga Wing. All are welcome! Julie Helms

Happy Birthday
Sept 5
Sept 9

Helen Holzinger
Bobbe Anderson

Prayer Corner
Corner—
—concerns, joys
We remember those in special need of prayer this month. Let us know [smumcorinda@gmail.com] if
you have some person or concern you wish included. This may include our own St. Mark’s Community, as well as those we know of or care about. Please let Pastor Michele or Secretary Bev know if
you wish yourself or someone you know on our list.
This month we include the following in prayer:
Michele’s Uncle Bill and Aunt Kay Dean
John Doran, Linda’s son
Jon Goetzl, Brent’s brother
Cliff Dochterman

Ken and Marcia Hodges
Jenny Javor and family
Jack and Helen Holzinger

Those whose lives have been affected by the many catastrophic storms in North America, India and
Nepal, Sudan, Nigeria, England, Pakistan and other communities on our aching planet. . Extreme
fires in our northwest. Our hearts ache.

Lord in Your Mercy, Hear Our Prayers
Yes! Sunday School!
Thank you to Jillian Robbins for preparing a learning experience for our young folks, following the
children’s ministry time. Let your neighbors know.
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Calendar for
Special Dates:

September 2017

Family-Centered Church, Wednesday, Sept 27, 5:30
E-Waste Recycling day Sept 30, 10-4

Sunday, September 10

11:00 a.m. Worship Celebration, lunch follows
Children’s program with Jillian Robbins

Monday September 11

1:00 Book Club meets in the Orinda Room, all welcome.

Sunday September 17

Rev. Michele’s last Sunday before she departs for Uganda.
11:00 a.m. Worship Celebration, lunch follows
Children’s program with Jillian Robbins

Thursday Sept 21

Church Council meets at 5:00

Friday Sept 22

Prayers for a blessing of safety as Michele travels today.
Prayers for the blessing of her mission among women of Uganda
and Malawi.

Sunday, Sept 24

Scott Cushing preaching today at 11:00 Worship.
Lunch follows

Wednesday Sept 26

5:30 Mid-week “Family-Centered Church”
Meal, Story, Music, Community

Wednesday, Sept 28

No guided meditation this week, Rev. Michele out of town.

Saturday, September 30: E-Waste collection in church parking lot 9:00-4:00
Paper shredding service available. Donation for recycling & shredding.
Sunday, October 1

Mary Elyn Bahlert preaching this morning at 11:00 Worship.
Potluck lunch follows.

Looking ahead:
Saturday, November 4 at 1:00 p.m. Combined Circuit Charge Conference at Concord UMC
Thursday, November 30 at 5:00, SPRC will meet with District Superintendent

Every Week:

Mondays 9:00 a.m. Yoga
Mondays 7:30 p.m. AA Men’s Meeting
Wednesdays 9:00 a.m. Guided Meditation—
NOTE cancelled Sept 27 and Oct 4
Thursdays 9:00 a.m. Yoga

Sunday School available every Sunday, after “Children’s Ministry” time. Thank you, Jillian

