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Principal’s Report

This office is located on the land of
the Boonerwrung people of the Kulin
nation.

IMPORTANT DATES
DECEMBER
Thursday 8th December
Last day for current classes
Friday 9th
Curriculum DayStudents do not attend
Monday 12th
Headstart commences
Tuesday 20th
Last day students attend for 2016
(normal finish time)
2017
Curriculum Days
Monday 30th January
Wednesday 10th May
Friday 23rd June
Friday 22nd December
Students Return
Tuesday, 31st January

Online Resources
Check our SAS website for
further information and
booking details for programs
and events at:
www.southernautistic.vic.edu.au

First, I must congratulate all students and staff for the successful end-ofyear celebrations last week. As a celebration should be, students having
fun was the key ingredient that was obvious at each school’s event. Junior
School’s wonderful carnival of activities, Middle School’s family bbq movie
night and Senior School’s exciting performance movie all made for great times and
memories. Our thanks to all of the parents and family that were able to help make
these celebrations so special.
Planning for 2017
Planning for four new classrooms, along with the recruitment of another four teachers,
a speech pathologist and four education assistants and an extensive building program
ensures this term is hectic. Each of the four school areas will comprise eight classes
although Junior School, renamed “Foundation”, will have an empty classroom for the
start of the year. Some class re-organising is possible by Week 3 with the school still
receiving new enrolment enquiries.
With the introduction of the fourth school they will now be referred to as EEP/
Foundation, Lower Primary, Upper Primary and Secondary. Our fourth School Leader
will be Ms Natalie Proctor who comes from Marnabek Specialist School.
Future Facilities
Our school will be collaborating with the South Eastern Victoria Region to determine a
long term plan for the school and it’s facilities as our enrolments significantly increase. I
am very optimistic that our school is in an optimal position for achieving the goals
espoused in our “Vision for SAS”.
Achievements of 2016
Across the three schools and support areas, 2016 has been a time for setting the new
direction for SAS as we concentrate our programs, resources and energies on those
areas essential for supporting students. The focus of our work continues to be in making
SAS a centre of expertise in the delivery of quality programs and supports.
Merry Christmas and Safe Holidays
On behalf of the all staff, I sincerely wish every family and student a Christmas and
summer of very happy times. Hopefully, also enjoying some sleep-ins, catching up with
friends and families but with many times to recharge.
Jeff Innes

Agreement between Cabrini Health and Southern Autistic School
Cabrini Malvern’s emergency department is providing any student from Southern Autistic School the
discounted rate of $210 (8 am-8 pm weekdays) and $280 (8 pm-8 am weekdays and weekends). The
discount of 50% applies to the attendance fee only and does not include any further out of pocket expenses
such as X-rays and blood tests.
Cabrini will clearly communicate this to parents and guardians. They will also notify parents and guardians that should the
student need to be admitted, they will require private health cover. The student or their carers can simply mention that they
are from SAS to be eligible for this discount. All participating schools will be listed at reception.
This agreement will remain in place until 31 December 2017.

Early Education and Junior School News
Last Tuesday the Junior School had an absolutely fantastic day celebrating the end of the school year
and recognising the children’s 2016 achievements. We are extremely grateful for the School Council
fundraising committee for their generous donation to assist in funding the event which enabled us to
throw a truly great party for all children.
The atmosphere was relaxed and engaging. The event was held across the Junior School playgrounds and we had a
petting farm, ball pool, obstacle course, achievement poster displays with helium balloons, party bags, two jumping
castles and a visit from The Gingerbread Man. With so many different activities the children’s faces were filled with
delight as they experienced each activity with their families and peers. Thank you also to the efforts of all staff at SAS
who helped pull it all together.
We were thrilled with the attendance. Thank you for all those families who were able to come along and celebrate with
us. It was lovely to see families catching up with each other as well as meeting new parents from our school community
for the first time. We are very proud of your children’s achievements this year. We have been able to help them on their
learning journey because of the great partnership we have with you. Thank you.
As we approach the upcoming Headstart Program we will be saying farewell to several students who will be heading off
to different locations in 2017. We wish them all the very best on their new educational pathways.
In the Junior School we are looking forward to welcoming 25 Prep aged students in 2017. This is a significant increase on
previous years with our enrolments predicted to continue to grow.
Natalie Walsh
Junior School Leader
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JUNIOR SCHOOL CELEBRATION
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MIDDLE SCHOOL CELEBRATION

SENIOR SCHOOL GRADUATES

Birthdays!
Keervana R (306)
Zavier D (201)
Anthony A (204)
Manny D (208)
David P (410)
Esme P (204)
Simon W (409)
Christian S (310)
Michael C (406)
Paulo B (308)
Tristan K (407)
Kai M (301)
Jonathan L (302)
Owen H (410)

We’d like to recognise students who are celebrating their birthday this
Term:
Cooper T (205)
Sebastian N (309)
Tarkyn J (206)
Jason G (310)
Alwin V (202)
Alexis M (408)
Gabriel D (208)
Otis N (304)
Kiranpreet K (304)
Kevin A (202)
Kalel W (307)
Levi E (407)
Bonnie O (303)
Nicholas V (403)

Aaron S (205)
Ryan S (409)
Ryan W (404)
Elad B (406)
Vito C (308)
Jazz Y (401)
Tyrone A (410)
Jake B (401)
Roy T (303)
James C (407)
Benjamin B (302)
Eleni K (205)
Connor M (403)
Jai S (309)

Middle School News
Thank you to all the families who came out to the Middle School Celebrations. It was a great
opportunity for all our parents to meet their child’s friends and family in a safe and relaxed
environment. The Staff really enjoyed having a casual chat with the families and meeting students’
siblings as well. All the photos and classroom art work will be sent home in due time.
As 2016 comes to a close, I would like to say thank you to all the parents for their continued support throughout
the year, attending various Middle School days like the art exhibition. I’m looking forward to further develop
parent involvement in the school in 2017 and establishing even better connections between home and school.
Head Start
From the 12th of December, we will begin the annual transition program called Head Start. Students will have the
opportunity to meet and get to know their teacher and their peers that will share their classroom in 2017. We are
looking at various incursions during this time including a Lego incursion and a person coming in to do some Dance
Movement with our students to support the development of friendships throughout the school.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at school or via email at
vandernest.denise.d@edumail.vic.gov.au
Denise Van Der Nest
Middle School Leader
South Road Traffic Study (from Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources Metropolitan South East Region)
South Road is an important east-west transport route connecting with the new Dingley Bypass. It carries a mix of road users, including,
pedestrians, cyclists, cars, trucks and buses. Since the opening of the Dingley Bypass in March 2016, traffic levels along South Road have been
slowly increasing. VicRoads has been monitoring traffic levels and making adjustments to the traffic lights where appropriate.
Traffic levels are now relatively stable and VicRoads is currently undertaking a traffic study to understand the
current and future road user needs on South Road in Moorabbin between the Nepean Highway and Warrigal Road. Traffic analysis and
community consultation that will be undertaken during the study will assist VicRoads in planning for South Road to meet future transport and
land use objectives.
We have contacted you directly because we would be interested to hear about the experience of students, parents and staff at Southern Autistic
School when using South Road to access the school. We would like to encourage feedback from the Southern Autistic School community via an
online survey on VicRoads consultation hub. You can access the hub by visiting:
https://engage.vicroads.vic.gov.au/south-road-traffic-study
The hub is now open and will be open until midnight Monday 12 December 2016.

BLIND AUCTION

As new iPAD Pro 12.9” 32gb
Colour: Space Grey, includes charger
Rrp. $1149
Submit bids via email to southern.autistic.sch@edumail.vic.gov.au by 3pm Tuesday
13th December 2016 (no phone bids will be accepted).

Senior School News
Well the year is fast coming to a close but Senior School have not slowed down!
Production
Our Senior school production was once again a huge success. The use of the green screen to film the
students has again proved very successful and removed much of the stress that many students face
when performing on stage. It has also proved to be far more inclusive and all students who attended the screening at
the Classic Cinema in Elsternwick loved seeing themselves brought to life on the big screen. Congratulations to
Amanda Thomas and Jade Swinney who worked to bring the whole thing together.

Duke of Ed
Have you visited our school foyer recently? If you have you may have seen the fabulous chair restorations completed
by our Duke of ED Street Art and Mixed Media crew. The chairs were donated by a café who no longer wanted them
and the students stripped and repainted them. The finished results look great!

Lorraine Francis Community Award
Congratulations to Jordan Petrakos who was this year’s winner of the
Lorraine Francis Community Award for his work within the local
community. All of our Senior Students participate in volunteering in
the local community and it was difficult to select one of our students in
their final year of schooling. So with feedback from the community
organisations where he had been involved, Jordan was the 2016 SAS
nominee. The Award was presented by our local Member of
Parliament Nick Staikos.
Farewell
The end of the year is also a sad time for us in Senior School as we
farewell our year 12 graduates, many of whom have been with us since they were 3 year olds in the EEP program. We
would like to take this opportunity to wish Jack Collie, Helen Dang, Ned Hayden, Owen Hobson, Jordan Petrakos and
Jessica Prosser all the best for their future life beyond SAS. We know that they will enjoy happy, fulfilling times as they
move onto the next stage of their lives and we wish them all the best. We would also like to wish Jacob Frauenfelder
and Logan McHale all the best as they move onto other settings for their Secondary Programs.
Finally, I would like to wish all of our families a very Merry Christmas and a safe and happy holiday. We look forward to
seeing you in the new year.
Cindy Longley
Senior School Leader

Southern Autistic School would like to thank
several members of the community for their
support and commitment to making 2016 a success


Mr Les Colman who is retiring from School Council after 12 years on council and nearly 30
years of organising the Airport Day.




Ms Cathy Hayden who is retiring from the School Council Parents Representative.
All School Council members who continue to give of their time and expertise to ensure the
success of SAS.
Our Friday “Wrap and Chat” mums who give of their time to help cover school books so
that our students can use them.
Ms Julia Morgan who organises School Banking.
MP Nick Staikos for his ongoing commitment to improving facilities at SAS and being
actively involved in our events.
Mr Neil Bryan for consultative advice.
All staff at SAS—great people make a great school with great effort and commitment!
Crown Coaches and all the bus drivers and supervisors who continue to support and
transport our students to and from school.
Our generous donors this year include:

Ms Isobel Perry on behalf of Mr Martin Wise

Womens Members of Peninsula Kingswood Country Golf Club

Shoot for Autism

Wilson Storage for their donation towards the raffle

Mr Greg La Manna for his donation towards the raffle









We wish everyone a happy and safe holiday!

