What’s News
12 Margaretta Street
East Bentleigh 3165
Tel: 03 9563 8139
This office is located on the land of
the Boonerwrung people of the Kulin
nation.

IMPORTANT DATES
FEBRUARY
Thursday 23rd
5.45pm: Finance Sub-Committee
Meeting
7.00pm: School Council Meeting
MARCH
Sunday 12th
Moorabbin Airport Family Day
Monday 13th
Labour Day Holiday
Tuesday 21st
Harmony Day
Wednesday 22nd
School Photos
Thursday 23rd
5.45pm: Finance Sub-Committee
Meeting
7.00pm: School Council AGM
Friday 31st
Last Day Term 1
APRIL
Tuesday 18th
First Day Term 2

“Wrap and Chat!”
Please
join
our
parents every Friday
at 9.15am for a good
dose of laughter and
to help cover books in
the Staff Room.
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Principal’s Report
Once again, the school has reaped the benefits of our “Headstart“
program with most students quickly settling into their classes and new
timetables. Students have been incredible in adapting to changes such
as new staff, new classrooms and some very hot days. Our four new
transportable classrooms are still to be fully completed while we wait
for new fencing with gates and railing to the ramps. Nevertheless, the new rooms are
very large with kitchens and toilet facilities making them very student friendly.
Staffing
While we do have all staff positions filled for the start of the year, we are formally
recruiting nine positions for one to three year contracts. Recruitment will be completed
before the end of term so I am hopeful of few staffing changes.
SAS Website
Our IT team are in the process of upgrading the school website. Within the next week
there should be more comprehensive information for parents and prospective families.
Our Vision for SAS
As I mentioned in the first newsletter, we are working closely with the South Eastern
Region to develop a long term plan for accommodating our increasing enrolment. At the
same time, progressing the bigger vision for the school is our major focus. The “Vision
for SAS” is again included in this newsletter to highlight the challenges and direction for
our school and community. Much work is already underway in achieving SAS as a centre
of excellence including new partnerships with tertiary education and international
programs. 2017 is likely to be a very exciting and pivotal year in reaching the goals listed
in the “Vision for SAS”.
Donation 20 Years in the Making
Paul Ross, father of Keanu, sacrificed his
‘man tail’ to raise funds for the school.
Colleagues at Paul’s work, TCM Colour,
challenged Paul to remove his tail of twenty
years so he challenged them to donate to
the school, raising over $600.
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Many thanks to Paul and his co-workers for
their generosity which will be used to fund
equipment in the Upper Primary School.
Jeff Innes
Principal

Please visit our website for latest newsletters, community notices and further information.
southernautistic.vic.edu.au

Vision for SAS
Centre of Excellence in Supporting Students with
Autism
PRIORITIES
1.
Contemporary facilities that support the education of students with highly diverse and complex
needs as a result of the impact of autism and other dual diagnosis
2.
Professional learning provision to the region to support the professional learning of all teachers who
support students with an ASD diagnosis
3.
Support families of students with ASD to be able to access a range of para-professional services that
are specialised to the health, medical and mental health needs of families
4.
Provision of after-school care services to families
EDUCATION
1.
Contemporary facilities that support the education of students with highly diverse and complex
needs as a result of the impact of autism and other dual diagnosis
Remodel the existing building to create significantly enlarged classrooms that enable flexible learning
spaces and that accommodate diverse sensory tolerances
Provision of purpose built high needs learning spaces for our most at risk and challenging student cohort
Provision for projected growth of enrolment by the construction of purpose built facilities that align with
the learning needs of the students- separate campus for Junior or Senior cohorts
Provision of flexible learning spaces that allow for a range of diverse programs from functional life skills
through to therapeutic interventions for high risk, high anxiety students
Expansion of the Early Education Program for 3 year olds in partnership with research by Monash
University to monitor and evaluate for inclusive outcomes
Provision of professional learning space for teaching staff that fosters collaborative practices across the
school
2.

Provide a service to the region to support the professional learning of all teachers who support
students with an ASD diagnosis
Education learning centre that supports the partnership with Monash University for:Research into education, wellbeing and diagnostic for children with autism
Delivery of the professional development for educators across the South Eastern Region based on the most
recent research and best practice
Provision of advisory support to local schools to facilitate transitions to mainstream
COMMUNITY SUPPORTS
3.
Support families of students with ASD to be able to access a range of para-professional services that
are specialised to the health, medical and mental health needs of families.
Provision of separate community health clinic with a range of services including psychology, paediatrics,
dental and podiatry
Research and support for mental health of students and parents of students with autism
Improve supports for student transition from school to post Year 12
4.
Provision of after-school care services to families
Provision of purpose built after school care facility providing services before and after school as well as
holiday programs over the term breaks and summer period to enhance the wellbeing of families

Early Education and Foundation School News
The Early Education (EEP) and Foundation School team have been delighted with the way all 59 students
have confidently settled into the new school year. We have welcomed 20 new EEP students and 23 new
Foundation students into our school group.
The considered planning and coordinated transition through the school’s Headstart Program has
prepared the students to ease in to their new routines extremely well. We have been delighted to see the students so
calmly approach school and swiftly engage in learning.
The staff have been busy getting to know your children, setting up new timetables/classroom routines and finalising
assessments. With this acquired information they are able to begin writing the individualised learning goals for each
student.
The Student Support Group (SSG) meetings are being held this week. These meetings are a great opportunity for you to
come in and speak with your child’s teachers to get to know them, share information about your child and to
communicate to them your priority areas of learning for your child. Each student will have an Individualised Learning
Plan (ILP) developed following the meeting which will be forwarded home in week 6 of this term.
The EEP and Foundation team are looking forward to supporting your child in their learning journey in 2017. If you have
any questions please don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher via the communication book / email / phone or
contact me on 9563 8139.
The school gate opens at 8.45am each day for classes to commence at 8.50am. We appreciate that mornings can be
hectic for families but it is important to ensure your child arrives at school on time. Late arrivals cause disruptions to the
rest of the class and delays the start of learning program. If you require assistance with setting up a home routine or
support with transitions please contact your classroom teacher or the school occupational therapists for advice.

Natalie Walsh
Foundation School Leader

SAS Spare Clothing from the laundry

Sunday 12th March:
Family Day at Moorabbin
Airport.

The school laundry has a small amount of spare
clothing for emergencies only.
If your child was sent home in SAS clothing please
return it asap. The laundry only has a small budget
and we cannot provide ongoing spares for all our
students.
If you know your child is likely to have accidents
and/or likes to play in water, sand and mud please
send in a set of clothes that can be left at school, as
spares in your child’s size are not always available.
Thank you from the SAS
Laundry Team.

LOST PROPERTY
If any of these items belong to you please collect
them from the office.

Lower Primary School News
Headstart has yet again proven to be a successful program, as Lower Primary School students
settled in relatively well after a long summer break. With only a few minor changes to groupings,
we are looking forward to a successful 2017.
It has been good to meet with some of the families new to the school and new to the area during
the SSG week. I am looking forward to establishing partnerships to best support students in their learning journey.
In the Lower Primary area, we were lucky enough to acquire a second sandpit and a second pair of swings, which
the students enjoy using during playtime.

I also have a new office, located at the end of the Lower Primary School Main building, which helps me be more
easily accessible for support. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at school or via email
at van.der.nest.denise.d@edumail.vic.gov.au.
Denise Van Der Nest
Lower Primary School Leader

Upper Primary School News
Students have settled well into the routines of Upper Primary School. It is particularly pleasing to
see students calmly find their way to new classrooms on day one thanks to Headstart. Students
have returned to swimming and are engaging in exciting programs such as cooking, bike riding
and library incursions.
Upper Primary students are taking responsibility for the kitchen garden area this term and will be growing some
herbs (maybe veggies). Some classes are already enthusiastically weeding to get rid of some unwanted flora that
grew over the summer break, and are preparing the soil for some yummy crops.
RDA (horse riding) also starts again this week, with some new faces to the program. Spaces for this semester are
full, however if you wish to place your childs name on the list for semester two please call me on 9563 8139.
It has been an absolute pleasure to join the team here at Southern Autistic. Students, staff and parents have been
very welcoming and supportive, so many thanks. I am looking forward to a very successful year for Upper Primary.
If you wish to discuss your child’s learning journey here at Southern Autistic School, please don't hesitate to contact
the teacher
via the communication book, or myself through
phone or email on
proctor.natalie.s@edumail.vic.gov.au.
Nat Proctor
Upper Primary School Leader

Secondary School News
Wow! What a busy start to 2017. I hope all of our families have had a chance to unwind and recharge over the summer holiday as we have certainly hit the ground running this year.

Classrooms
After a late night getting everything ready the day before, our staff
(Halle & Jade in room 4.11, Kerri & Catherine in room 4.12, Katelyn
& Sean in room 4.13 and Kathy & Louise in room 4.14), were ready
to welcome their students on day one into their new rooms. While
we are still waiting on final works on the exterior of the buildings,
landscaping and the delivery of new furniture, classes are up and
running and enjoying their new spaces.
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Uniforms
Apologies for the confusion over uniforms with some families. The
Secondary School uniform is a blue shirt. Students in years 7-9 wear Sky Blue shirts and students in years 10-12
(Transition students) wear Navy shirts. The Navy shirts are new and are replacing the white shirts worn previously. In
2017, students in year 10-12 may wear either Navy or White. From 2018, we will no longer wear white shirts. If you are
unsure of what year your child is in, please contact classroom staff or myself.

Duke of Edinburgh—Volunteer Programs
All secondary students have an opportunity to participate in a volunteer program in our local community as part of
their Duke of Edinburgh Program. In 2017 we will be volunteering with the City of Kingston— Meals on Wheels
Program, Chelsea Baseball Club, Clean up Australia, Karkarook Park, Aviation Museum and Claremont Terrace. We are
also looking for further opportunities for our Students.
Other Programs and Camps
Our first camp of the year is fast approaching with two classes heading to Blackwood once again in week 5. We are
hoping to start our Phys Ed program later this term which will begin with Bike Ed before moving onto swimming in
term 2. Our Recreation programs will not start until term 2, however work experience for some Transition students
begins next week.
SoSafe
The Secondary School will be doing a major push on SoSafe this term. For those parents who were unable to attend
either of the information sessions on this program in 2016, we will be running another session at the parent
conference later this year.

Cindy Longley
Secondary School Leader

