
Summer 20116

From the editor

Sarah Hinlicky Wilson
exodus mAtins

A few years ago I spent some weeks at a Lutheran camp, 
which shall remain nameless. There was an expecta-

tion that you would attend Vespers every evening—not a 
requirement, of  course; social pressure and disappoint-
ment were preferred to outright law—so I went. After some 
time I found myself  “lonely for the Bible” (those were the 
words that kept popping into my head), despite the reading 
from and preaching on the Bible every day. I attribute this 
to how the biblical text was treated in the preaching most 
of  the time. As a remedy for the loneliness, I started playing 
around with the idea of  a liturgy drawn chiefly from one 
book of  the Bible.

The seed of  the idea, sprouted by those specific cir-
cumstances, came from another kind of  “loneliness for the 
Bible” that I have often experienced in church. The usual 
Sunday liturgy does cover extensive biblical ground, from 
the confession of  sin based on i John 1 to Simeon’s and 
Revelation’s hymns of  praise to the synoptic words of  insti-
tution to the Aaronic benediction, so giving worshipers a 
good sampling of  what the Holy Writ has to say. On the 
other hand, this approach is necessarily broad rather than 
deep and omits a great deal. Our weekly liturgy does not 
include, for instance, the Ten Commandments, that most 
beautiful of  all gospel summaries in John 3:16, the Suf-
fering Servant of  Isaiah, Romans on justification by faith, 
Jesus’ instructions for reconciliation in Matthew 18 or the 
Great Commission in Matthew 28. In fact, a staggering lot 
is left out of  the liturgy that we hear week after week.

The lectionary is some help but not much. It also omits 
a huge amount, each text gets heard only once every three 
years, and pastors rarely preach on all four lessons any-
way. That leaves all the rest to Bible studies, which tend 
to attract the usual suspects (both in choice of  books and 
people attending) anyway. For myself, I confess that the lit-
urgy, as my chief  experience of  church as a child, gave me 

no idea how exciting the Bible actually was. I suspect wide-
spread boredom at an ecclesially tamed Scripture accounts 
for a lot of  the empty seats in our churches.

I’ve also pondered the fact that—unlike religious tradi-
tions such as Islam, Baha’i, Taoism, and Confucianism—
Christianity and Judaism have canonical Scriptures written 
by many authors across a significant span of  time. What we 
confess as revealed truth was not given only to one single 
scribal mediator but to many authors, collectors, and redac-
tors. Some have taken this as reason to decenter Scripture 
altogether, exalting its heterogeneity; this is just as bad as 
piously flattening out the sixty-six books into an easily sum-
marized set of  propositions. For me, the spiritual interest 
lies in discovering how each of  the different authors and 
books struggled with the same God of  Israel and of  Jesus 
Christ, all in their own distinctive way.

Well, my Exodus Matins might not be much of  a solu-
tion to our scriptural problems, but it’s what came out of  
my desire to experience the Bible in a deeper liturgical way. 
Based on the conventional order of  Matins, this version 
draws its two hymns, its imagery, and nearly all of  its spo-
ken texts from the book of  Exodus. Since this is a Christian 
liturgy, the God of  Israel is also confessed as the Holy Trin-
ity. The Ten Commandments hymn should be sung som-
berly, in keeping with its dire Advent tune, but Moses and 
Miriam’s song should be sung exultingly, ideally accompa-
nied by tambourines—as was the original (Exodus 15:20). 
The tune for the second hymn is attributed to me, but as 
I have never composed anything before in my life, I worry 
that I may be half-remembering someone else’s song. If  
you recognize it from another source, please let me know.

Meanwhile, I’m attempting a Vespers based on ii Cor-
inthians and a communion service from Matthew. I’d be 
delighted to hear of  other creative proposals for deepening 
our liturgical relationship to the Scriptures. LF
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lory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the H
oly Spirit.
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Let us pray. From
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D, deliver us.
From

 pestilence and plague,
G

ood L
O

R
D, deliver us.

From
 oppression and fam
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D, deliver us.

From
 accident and disease,
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 earthquake and fl ood,
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D, deliver us.

From
 hail and drought,
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D, deliver us.
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 darkness of spirit,
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D, deliver us.

From
 hardness of heart,
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D, deliver us.
From

 the angel of death,
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D, deliver us.

By Your only-begotten Son,
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ood L
O

R
D, deliver us.
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he Lord’s Prayer is said.
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hat you shall speak. 
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throughout all generations. A
m

en.
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