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I, MOMIN RAHMAN, of Trent University, Peterborough, Ontario, AFFIRM
T H A T :

1. I am a Full Professor of Sociology at Trent University in Peterborough, Ontario. I
hold a PhD from the University of Strathclyde in Scotland, and my area of
expertise is Muslim LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender - collectively
referred to as "LGBT") politics and identity, including among gay Muslim men
living in Pakistan. I have written a number of academic articles, chapters, and
books on this topic, including Homosexualities, Muslim Cultures and Modernity
(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014). I also currently serve as a Fellow to the
Mark S. Bonham Centre for Sexual Diversity Studies, University College,
University of Toronto. Attached as Exhibit "A" to this affidavit is my curriculum
vitae, which provides a thorough and extensive overview of my credentials as an
expert on sexuality and homosexual identity among Muslims and within Pakistan.

2. My academic training, research, and teaching provide me personal knowledge of
the matters set out in this affidavit, except where such matters are based on
information or belief, in which case I believe them to be true.

Gav Identity as the Basis for Discrimination

3. In popular and political culture, we assume that LGBT identities are natural and
eternal identities that derive from sexual behaviour but, in fact, this way of

understanding homosexuality as a 'type of person' is historically and culturally
specific to western nations and has emerged approximately over the last 150 years
(the period of time that is associated with industrial and scientific modernity).

4. The equation of sexual behaviours with specific, discrete, sexual identities,
including homosexuality, is a consequence of modem ideologies of regulation and
science in the west. In fact, historical and cross-cultural evidence demonstrates a

variety of homo-erotic behaviours and potentialities in all people, which does not
universally equate same-sex acts with a homosexual 'type' of person. Popular
understandings of LGBT identities ignore this complexity, and fail to appreciate
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the various forms of sexual diversity that exist and how they cannot be easily

particulized to specific acts or a 'type of person.'

5. Homosexuality is a social identity over and above a sexual one: based on the
assumption of sexual behaviour to be sure, but more broadly understood as a
minority group that is stigmatized because of its challenge to majority versions of
heterosexual gendered sexuality. This basic fact seems common to all cultures and
is the origin of homophobic discrimination. A gay man who is not having sex is
therefore still a gay man, since his identification as gay is ail that is needed to
provoke majority discrimination rather than any evidence of sexual
b e h a v i o u r .

6. The modem version of gay identity has emerged in western societies but is
currently being exported around the world, often under the assumption that these
are natural identities relevant to all societies and cultures. The expansion of this
western conception of gay identity has been termed 'homosexualization' by
academics, and is having two major impacts. First, culturally diverse forms of
variance in sexual behaviour are being replaced with the western understanding of
sexuality as a natural identity (LGBT) and thus this western version is becoming
an important resource for local groups to pursue rights claims and resources
attached to these, even if they do not see themselves as conforming to western
identities. The legal and political framework promoted by western governments in
foreign policy and development strategies in effect demands that local groups fit
themselves into this western frame to claim supporting resources and thus
inevitably transforms their understanding of themselves. This has both positive
and negative effects. Many in the non-western world are adapting western
versions of sexuality to further their own abilities to argue for sexual rights in
their local context, but this homosexualization is also provoking homophobia,
often from the state. Thus, this current intemationalization of LGBT rights is

provoking cultural resistance, particularly in Muslim populations and I turn to
these issues in more detail below after an overview of conditions in Pakistan.

Pakistan and Homophobia

7. The current legal and political climate in Pakistan is one of the most homophobic
in the world, with the latest report from the International Lesbian and Gay
Association ("ILGA") indicating a continued resistance to decriminalizing
homosexuality for either men or women and active disruption of discussions of
such rights at international forums such as the United Nations, together with some
of the most homophobic attitudes in the world.
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8. This resistance is common to many Muslim majority nations, particularly in
international human rights forums, and is creating a very difficult climate for
pursuing civil society group formation for LGBT people in Pakistan and other
Muslim countries. Indeed, these current political battles have produced an
understanding of LGBT rights as the marker of fundamental cultural opposition
between Muslims and the west, evidenced in the research below.

9. The first LGBT website for Pakistanis was censored by the Government after only
two months of being live and what evidence we have suggests that living a

publicly gay life is extremely difficult, and that only those from privileged
backgrounds have access to networks of queer friends and gatherings, but that
these must be extremely discreet

10. In comparison to Canada, Pakistan is at the negative end of the spectrum of being
able to live as an out gay man. While transgender rights have been recently
recognised by the Supreme Court of Pakistan , this is partly a regional recognition
across south Asia of traditional cross-gender identities, often associated with
various religious and cultural traditions, but it has not come with
decriminalisation of lesbian or gay sex or public recognition of those behaviours
or ident i t ies.

11. The difficulties of doing serious research on this issue (and hence the lack of such
evidence) is further testament to the socially and politically controversial status of
LGBT issues in Pakistan. What we can say with certainty is that there is a high
likelihood of facing discrimination in Pakistan if you are openly or publicly
known to be gay. The few studies that detail this confirm the difficulties of living
as gay and lesbian in this traditionally patriarchal Islamic culture.

12. Given the limits of specific studies on Pakistan, and the fact that its state and
cultural homophobia is partially justified through a discourse of Islamic
traditional views of gender and sexuality, I turn now to the broader context of
Muslim cultures on which we have evidence, since these examples will also be
relevant to Pakistan's culture of a traditionalist, conservative and patriarchal
vers ion of Is lamic norms.

Homophobia and the Experiences of LGBT Muslims

13. The armual report from the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans and
Intersex Association shows that 31 out of a total 47 Muslim majority countries
criminalize homosexual acts, although 8 of these only criminalize male/male sex.
This constitutes almost half of the 78 nations that criminalize same-sex acts and

includes all of the 5 states in which homosexuality is punishable by death.
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14. The limited data on attitudes demonstrate a lower average level of acceptance of
homosexuality in Muslim majority cultures, something that is repeated in the
limited evidence on Muslim minority populations. A survey of Muslims in the
USA showed that 61% thought homosexuality should be discouraged compared to
38% who thought the same in the general population. A survey on Canadian
Muslim attitudes to homosexuality found that only 10 percent of Muslims
expressed strong agreement with same-sex marriage whilst 58% expressed strong
disagreement with these rights.

15. A cross-national Gallup survey conducted in 2009 found that none of the 500
British Muslims interviewed showed any acceptance of homosexuality (compared
to 58% of the general public); only 19% in Germany showed acceptance
(compared to 68% of the general public) and only 35%) of French Muslims
showed acceptance in comparison to 68%) of the general population.

16. More qualitative studies repeat these themes. For example, in her research on
heterosexual Muslims in Scotland, Asifa Siraj concludes that their attitudes to

homosexuality are influenced mainly by religiosity, with educational levels, age
and gender showing no discernible effect, although the vast majority of her
respondents were highly educated. In a comparative study of adolescents in
Canada and Belgium, researchers found that Muslims were less accepting of gay
rights activism than other religious groupings with more religiosity indicating less
tolerance. While there are limitations in the scale of available quantitative and
qualitative evidence on attitudes and beliefs, the evidence that is available does
indicate Muslim majority nations and Muslim populations tend to be resistant to
homosexual rights and identities and this is borne out in much of the research on
contemporary LGBT Muslim experiences discussed below.

17. The existing research is restricted to a small number of studies of limited scale
and so one immediate issue for future research is the need to expand qualitative
evidence on LGBT Muslims in Muslim majority countries. However, there have
been attempts by academics to document the experience of those who identify as
homosexual within Malaysia, Pakistan, Iraq, and among Singaporean Malay
Muslim communities. For example. Max Kramer discusses the adoption of
western LGBT identities in online chatrooms with Arabs, providing evidence that
some Iraqis are find the access to information from the west a useful resource for
their identity formation. Yet, Michael Luongo's research also points out that there
is resurgence of homophobia brought about by anti-western sentiments in this
region. Badruddin Khan argues that the post 9/11 climate makes it more likely
that Muslim communities will remain outside western citizenship and that many
LGBT Muslims may thus have to prioritize their Muslim community over their
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sexual identities. This limited evidence does illustrate, however, that there is a

contemporary discourse of cultural opposition between sexual diversity and Islam,
identifying the former with the west. Pardis Mahdavi's ethnographic research
demonstrates a shift in discussing sexuality in the broader context of recent social
movements challenging the restrictions of Islamic law under the Iranian regime.
Her research is focused more on the changes in young heterosexual culture but
there is also some evidence that homosexual organizing was also part of this shift,

using 'gay' identity to challenge the regime precisely because the government
promoted the dialectical discourse of homosexuality and Islam. This work also
demonstrates that western conceptualizations of LGBT identities are an
important resource for local and national developments of queer identities
but they are not necessarily a blueprint for how sexual diversity will develop
in non-western cultures. Both religious/ethnic Muslim cultures and westem/gay
cultures are therefore implicated in deploying an assumption of mutual exclusivity
and thus the research on LGBT Muslims challenges this assumption by focusing
attention on those who are both Muslim and queer and thus testify to the

intersectionality of apparently exclusive cultures.

18. My own academic work on Muslim 'Queer as Intersectionality' theorizes this
contemporary condition of LGBT Muslim identities, arguing that queer Muslims
draw upon a range of western and eastern identity resources in negotiating their
sexualities. For example, Evelyn Blackwood's research on lesbians in Indonesia
shows that they incorporate western discourses into local and national ones to
make sense of their identities and create communities that are influenced by and

adapt western gay identity. Tom Boellstorff s anthropological studies on gay men
in Indonesia supports this framing of transnational sexuality formation, but he
argues that to be publicly gay for men remains difficult in this Muslim culture,
although strategies vary between marrying women and living as privately gay,
inhabiting the 'incommensurability' of being gay and Indonesian and Muslim as
part of their everyday life. Recent research on same-sex behaviour amongst men
in Turkey also suggests that western versions of gay identity are becoming more
common, although they remain a minority and indeed co-exist with the more
common gender variant understanding of homosexual behaviour in Turkish
culture. These authors suggest that the emergent public 'gay' identity is more
ident ified with a narrat ive of indiv idual ized sel f -hood and a more flexible

accommodation with Islam than the traditional gender variant form of
homosexual behaviour that is not a public identity in Turkish culture.

19. These brief and limited examples continue the suggestion from historical studies
that we must recognize a different ontological construction from the west when
we think about LGBT identities and politics in Muslim cultures. For example, a
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recent an account of lesbian life in Pakistan illustrates the differences of living a
lesbian identity in a culture where there is no vocabulary for such identities,
whilst acknowledging that modernizing influences are gradually shifting the

possibilities of a previous, gender-segregated culture where homo-eroticism
flourished towards a more regulated binary world of sexual identities. Moreover,
research on hijra Muslims in Bangladesh illustrates how they do not conform to
dominant understandings of either Muslim, male, or homosexual. Another small
ethnographic study on Malaysian Pengkids (lesbians who adopt masculine roles)
argues that they illuminate new forms of female masculinity, often accepted,
sometimes policed, in the specific cultural context of Malaysia.

20. Contemporary same-sex eroticism is therefore not exclusively eastern or, indeed,
consistent across Muslim cultures, but rather the ontology of contemporary
homosexual identities are being formed in intersection with the increasingly
globalized discourse of western LGBT political identity, and the identification of
that identity with an anti-Muslim political agenda in Islamophobia and, on the
other side, a Muslim traditionalism that ignores same-sex homoeroticism in
Muslim cultures. It is clear, however, that the contemporary climate in Muslim
cultures generally, and Muslim populations more specifically, is much more
homophobic than the west, particularly when homosexuality is declared or known
to be a public social identity, making those such individuals highly likely to be the
target of social and legal persecution and discrimination.

AFFIRMED BEFORE ME at Lakefield,
Ontario, this 11"" day of January 2016.

Nicole Leigli Phillips, a Commissioner, etc.,
Province of Ontario, for Baker & Cole,

Barristers and Solicitors.
Expires April 18,2017.
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E d u c a t i o n

1999 PhD in Department of Government, University of Strathclyde. 'Sexuality
and Democracy'. External Examiner: Professor David Morgan
(University of Manchester).

1993 BA (Hons), Politics (First Class), University of Strathclyde.

A c a d e m i c A p p o i n t m e n t s

2015, from July 1 Full Professor of Sociology, Sociology, Trent University, Canada
2007 Associate Professor, Sociology, Trent University, Canada (Assistant rank

2007-2012)

2008-2017 Appointed as Fellow to the Mark S. Bonham Centre for Sexual Diversity
Studies, University College, University of Toronto.

In 2005 Appointed as visiting Libra Professor for spring semester, Women's
Studies, University of Maine at Farmington, USA.

1998 - 2007 Lecturer in Sociology, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, UK

Research (Significant contributions, Publications and Grants)

Research trajectory and significant research contributions

1. Sexuality and Muslim Cultures: theorizing and researching the relationship between
Islamophobia and homophobia in the broader context of western advances in LGBT
citizenship and rights

Beginning with a monograph. Sexuality and Democracy (Edinburgh University Press, 2000) I
have consistently interrogated the strategies and outcomes of LGBT rights. The book was part of
an emerging literature on LGBT rights at the time, but it was the only text to thoroughly connect
the contemporary identity politics of sexuality with the underpinning sociological bases of
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inequality. I argued that the sociological version of gay identity underpinning the new
progression of gay rights was reductionist and naturalist, often mirroring both a heterosexual and
white western norm. Among the positive reviewer comments was that the book was "...a wide-
ranging theoretical work which engages with "dilemmas of difference" as it carefully and
insightfully explores lesbian and gay politics and subjectivity in relation to democracy,
citizenship and political strategy" {Journal of Sociology, 37 (1), Brickell, 2001: 109).
Since then, my theoretical work has focused on the problems around understanding differences
within the LGBT identity category and translating that understanding into effective political
strategies, with publications on the 'material' and 'cultural' in feminist thought (2003), and more
recently the book chapter "Theorizing Intersectionality: Identities, Equality and Ontology"
(2009). This chapter was part of a section on 'alternative approaches' in a prestigious collection
that has been reviewed very positively:

"After almost twenty years of feminist discussion of gender's intersection with other
categories of identity, a collection like this one is way overdue. By addressing tensions
between structural and cultural difference and alternative approaches, the collection poses
hard questions and offers fresh, open-ended perspectives. This is an invaluable critical
assessment of what has become a foundational idea in feminist studies."
(Rosemary Hennessy, Director, Center for the Study of Women, Gender, and Sexuality,
Rice University, http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415432436/).

The broad area of sexuality and rights remains an urgent contemporary concern, particularly
because of the internationalization of LGBT rights discourses and the resistance that this has
provoked in different cultures and populations around in the west and around the world. This led
to a specific focus in my work on LGBT Muslim identities, which developed after my arrival at
Trent in 2007. This is an emerging area of concern and I have contributed publications on
"Muslims and Sexual Diversity in North America." (2011), auto/biographical reflections on the
issues such identities raise - "In Search of My Mother's Garden: Reflections on Migration,
Sexuality and Muslim Identity." (2008) - and the theoretical dimensions of studying such
identities - "Queer as Intersectionality: Theorizing Gay Muslim Identities". This last article was
published in the annual special issue of the journal Sociology in 2010 and was one of only 11
published from an initial submission of 60. This article has had 36 citations to date (August,
2015) and will be anthologized twice in 2015. First, a request for inclusion in Religion, Sexuality
and Spirituality (editors: Carole Cusack, Religious Studies, University of Sydney and Jason
Prior, University of Technology, Sydney), which will be a 1600 page, 4 volume collection of key
works in the Routledge series of reference handbooks and should be published in late 2015. The
second request is for inclusion in Women of the Middle East, edited by Fatma Miige Gogek and
to be pubhshed by Routledge in September 2015. This is a four volume set of key works. This
article alone demonstrates that my work has had a significant impact in this field of Muslim
LGBT s tud ies .

This recent work on LGBT Muslims has drawn very directly on my theoretical arguments on
sexuaUty and citizenship, particularly in developing a perspective that LGBT Muslims are an
exemplar of the feminist concept of intersectionality. In order to develop this theoretical
framework with empirical evidence, I applied for pilot-study money from Trent's Symons
Research Fund and the Frost Centre in the summer of 2010, Awarded a total of $3500 from
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these sources, I conducted pilot research on the issue of queer Muslims, helping to clarify
methodological problems with researching such a 'hidden' population.
After promotion to Associate Professor in 2011, this trajectory has accelerated significantly. The
completion of the pilot study led to a successful re-application to the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC) Insight Grant competition, with an award in
2013 for a four year project on "Queer MusUm Visibility in Canada and the United States" ($95,
450 over four years. File no, 435 2013 0847). I am the principal investigator and my co-
applicant is Professor David Rayside (FRSCX Politics and the Mark S. Bonham Centre for
Sexual Diversity Studies {Emeritus), University of Toronto. One of the SSHRC external
reviewers commented that "the two applicants are among the best qualified to take on research of
this kind in Canada. There are few others who combine the expertise of having addressed LGBT
Muslims plus long-time research experience with LGBT communities in North America."

In preparation for the grant application and drawing on the previous work discussed above, I
began a book manuscript in 2011 which has now been published. This is a research monograph,
Homosexualities, Muslim Cultures and Modernity (2014, Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan),
published in Palgrave's monograph series on the Politics of Identity and Citizenship. The lead
editor of this series is Professor Tariq Modood, who is one of the world's leading thinkers and
researchers on multiculturalism. The reviewers of the final manuscript are both established
figures in their field and are from two different disciplines that my book cormects in an original
way. Professor Saleh is internationally known in Islamic studies and Professor Adam is one of
the world's leading researchers on sexuality. They both had very positive comments about the
b o o k ;

"Momin's book is one of the best analysis of homosexuality and modem Muslim identity
to appear recently. While the book is an in depth look at the current debates about
Muslims and modernity, its theoretical tools are fundamental to understanding the
complex notion of modernity. It reminded me of Timothy Mitchel's The Colonization of
Egypt. Momin's book is a comprehensive work, exhaustively researched, judicious in its
assessment and sets forth a theoretical model that will alter the way we understand
Muslim modernity. An outstanding work. Its implications go to the heart of the debate
about what modernity means." (Walid Saleh, Associate Professor, Department for the
Study of Religion & Department of Near and Middle Eastern Civilizations, University of
Toronto, Canada)

"This book navigates deftly through the fraught relationship of Islam and homosexuality,
pulling apart the quick equation of the West with the modem liberal embrace of gay
rights and Islam with the opposite. Offering both personal and theoretical reflections, this
is the landmark study that sets the standard for scholarship on the nexus between gay and
Muslim." (Barry Adam, University Professor of Sociology, University of Windsor,
Canada)

(http://www.palgrave.com/page/detail/7sfl =id product&st 1=573490)

I feel these outputs have established that I am very highly regarded, both in ternis of quality of
research and international recognition of my output. Individual publications are highly rated in
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this new field of queer Muslim studies, with Professor Adam describing my monograph as the
'landmark' study in this area. This book has already had 8 citations in just over a year,
indicating that it is already having a serious impact in discussions of sexuality. Furthermore, my
2010 article on "Queer as Intersectionality: Theorizing Gay Muslim Identities" is being
anthologized twice in 2015. Based on this expertise and reputation, I was also recently asked to
author a chapter called "Non-Heterosexual Muslims: Contemporary Debates", for a
forthcoming Handbook of Contemporary Islam and Muslim Lives, edited by Gabriele Marranci,
to be published by Springer. This is currently under review, having been submitted in March
2015. In addition, I was invited to contribute a short article (3000 words) on Islamophobia and
Homophobia for a special section of a forthcoming issue of the journal, Gender and Politics, also
currently under review after submission in February 2015. This will be 1 of only 5 contributions
to this section on the Global Politics of Homophobia. I have also recently been invited to join
the editorial team for a proposed Handbook ofLGBTPolitics, published by Oxford in their series
of handbooks. This is in the early stages of organization, but I have already written a draft
proposal for the structure of this reference text that my co-editors and I will develop over this
fall. This project has arisen from my membership of the Queer Caucus of the International
Studies Association (ISA) since 2010, and will include a collaborative grant application to the
I S A .

The recent SSHRC award was achieved in a very competitive climate where only 19 out of 91
applications were awarded that year. That success, along with the reputation of my prior record
on which the award was based in part, also demonstrates the very high regard in which my
research is held. The work I have done in this area is also having interdisciplinary impacts
across sociology of sexuality, ethnic studies of contemporary Muslims, politics and international
relations, as evidenced by the different disciplinary locations of my publications. I feel that a
large part of the reason for this success in making interdisciplinary impact is the use of core
sociological frameworks of identities, sexualities and modernity in analyzing the contemporary
social and political construction ofLGBT Muslims. As such, these impacts and their basis in a
sophisticated application of sociological thinking have underscored the fact that I am now very
highly regarded in this area of specialization.

2. Sociological Analysis of Celebrity Culture

The focus on the politics of sexuality has informed the development of work around
contemporary celebrity culture with empirical studies on David Beckham, Jade Goody, and
Sidney Crosby. I have developed new theoretical ideas around the queering of culture
suggesting that a precise and nuanced reading of popular culture allows an understanding of
some key strategies of representation as dialectical. I argued that these dialectics often
undermined the legitimacy of lesbian and gay visibility in popular culture, rendering the presence
of queer imagery ironic rather than unconditionally positive. In doing so, I provided a
specifically queer analysis of Beckham that challenged previous academic arguments that had
provided a more positive read on his significance as a queer cultural figure and his significance
as a 'metrosexual' masculine icon (2004a, 2004b). The first published example of this argument
(2004a) was subsequently included in the Routledge Reader on celebrity culture, the first
anthology in the field, published in 2006. The second piece on Beckham (2004b) has also been
anthologized - "Beckham as a historical moment in the representation of masculinity" appears as
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Chp 115 in Rojek, C. (ed). Celebrity: Critical Concepts in Sociology, published by Routledge in
2009. This is a four-volume collection of key works on celebrity that, in the words of the
publisher, 'brings together the best and most influential foundational and cutting-edge research.'
I have continued to develop this perspective with a queer analysis of the tensions apparent when
male sporting celebrity bodies are used in promotional strategies: "The Burdens of the Flesh:
Sidney Crosby, Star Power, and the Queer Dialectic in Sports Celebrity", which was published in
the journal Celebrity Studies in June 2011. The knowledge of sports celebrity also allowed me to
co-author an article on how Olympians have been represented in ancient and modem times,
published in a special issue of Sociology in October 2011 - "How to 'Use Your Olympian': the
Paradox of Athletic Authenticity and Commercialization in the Contemporary Olympic Games",
which was co-authored with Sean Lockwood in Ancient History and Classics at Trent
University. This article was anthologized in 2015 in Gender, Race and Class in Media: a
Critical Reader (eds. Gail Dines, American Studies, Wheelock College, Boston, and Jean M,
Humez, Women's Studies, University of Massachusetts, Boston, for Sage).

I have also contributed on how racial difference and racism are also rendered dialectically in
celebrity culture with the article on "Jade's confession: racism and the dialectics of celebrity"
published in a special issue of Social Semiotics (2008). This special issue has recently been
reprinted as a book by Routledge (2011).
Since 2011,1 have continued to contribute in this field as co-author of articles and chapters that
investigate the widening scope of celebrity. I have published a chapter on charity activism and
celebrity - "Glam Aid, Consumer Citizens and the Colonization of Governance" (2013) co-
authored with Colleen O'Manique in Women's Studies/IDS at Trent University. Most recently, I
co-authored an article with Professor Barbara Marshall in Sociology on the topic of ageing and
celebrity: "Celebrity, ageing and the construction of'third age' identities", which was published
in June 2014. This is the first study of its kind on the expanding use of celebrity in Third Age
identities. I am continuing to research in the area and have recently presented at the Sport and
Society conference held as part of the programme of the Pan American games in Toronto in July
2015. This draws on previous work on Beckham but presents a new argument on the importance
of sporting celebrities to ageing and is titled "15 years of Beckhamology and David's Coming
Third Age". Research for this presentation and subsequent article is currently on-going and the
article will be submitted in October, 2015.

While the research on celebrity is somewhat secondary to my main field, I have made significant
research contributions prior to 2011 as evidenced by the two articles of mine which have been
anthologized. I feel that this provides further evidence that I am very highly regarded in
research, not only in this field but also because I am known internationally for two different
fields of research.

3. Major Text Book on Sexuality and Gender Used in Research Publications

My trajectory of empirical and theoretical work led to an invitation to co-author a major text book for
Polity Press, with Professor Stevi Jackson, my former PhD supervisor (University of York, UK). This
was published in 2010 and has been reviewed positively by the final manuscript reviewers, both highly
regarded in their field, whose comments are included on the book's cover: "The authors are at the
cutting edge of their subject and so is the book." (Professor Jeffrey Weeks) and "Finally, a book that
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bridges feminism and critical sex studies.. .One of the few 'must-use' classroom texts I've read in a long
time." (Professor Steven Seidman). There have also been numerous positive reviews, including the
following which shows the book's cross-disciplinary significance:

Gender & Sexuality will be an important read for graduate students who are working in
the field of sex, sexuality, gender, and identity. It also will be an important reference for
scholars, providing as it does historical and foundational theory, global examples,
important definitions, and excellent resources for further reading. The conceptualization
of debates that may already be known within a larger sociological framework and in light
of modem and international trends, makes this book an excellent addition to the library of
any psychologist, but also all feminist teachers.
(Lamb, 2012, published in the psychology journal. Sex Roles 66 (1-2): 146-148).

Since 2011, sales of this book show that it has been widely and internationally adopted for courses on
gender and sexuality. Moreover, it has also been widely used in research, with 35 citations on Google
scholar in research publications as of August, 2015. The fact that it is widely and internationally used in
research publications as well as in teaching testifies to the quality of this text and adds further evidence
to my work being very highly regarded in research.

4. Research Collaborations and Invitations (relevant documentation included in Research
Plan attachment)

I was invited to co-author the text book above by Professor Stevi Jackson, who had the initial
contract, largely because she felt that I had expertise in the contemporary areas of my research
specializations that would enhance the book. I was also invited to author two chapters for
international handbooks by the editors; the first is the entry on sexuality for the Routledge
Handbook of Diversity Studies (edited by Professor Steven Vertovec, Director at the Max Planck
Institute for the Study of Religious and Ethnic Diversity, University of Gottingen, Germany).
The second invitation is for a chapter on "Non-Heterosexual Muslims: Contemporary Debates",
for a forthcoming Handbook of Contemporary Islam and Muslim Lives (edited by Dr. Gabriele
Marranci, Lecturer in Anthropology, Macquarie University, Australia and founding editor of the
journal, Contemporary Islam) published by Springer. I have also been invited to author a
chapter on LGB Muslims for a forthcoming handbook on Worldwide Perspectives on Lesbians
and Gays, edited by Paula Gerber from Monash University in Australia, to be published by
Praeger Press.

In 2014,1 was also asked to join the editorial team for a forthcoming Handbook ofLGBT
Politics, to be published by Oxford. This invitation arose out of my participation in the queer
caucus of the ISA and the knowledge my co-editors have of my work (co-editors are Sandra
McEvoy, Associate Professor and Director, Political Science and Global Studies program,
Wheelock College, Boston and Michael Bosia, Associate Professor of Political Science, Saint
Michael's College, Vermont). In addition, I have been asked to contribute 1 of 5 short articles to
a special section on the Global Politics of Homophobia in a forthcoming issue of the journal,
Gender and Politics, based on my knowledge of the relationship between Islamophobia and
homophobia. This range of invitations testify to my academic expertise being very highly
regarded in research at an international level.
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Over the last two years I have also been asked to join academic and programming committees for two
major international conferences on LGBT rights: the Fifth International Conference on Queering
Paradigms, "Queering narratives of modernity", held in Quito, Ecuador, February 20-22, 2014 and the
World Pride Human Rights Conference, held in Toronto in June 25-27"', 2014, at the Centre for Sexual
Diversity Studies, University of Toronto. I was also a member of the organizing committee for a smaller
conference. Contemporary Currents in Sexual Diversity Politics: A Symposium in Honour of David
Rayside, held at the University of Toronto, March 1, 2013. As part of the interdisciplinary nature of my
research on LGBT Muslims, I have been a member of the queer caucus of the International Studies
Association, which is largely a political science/international relations association. This current
academic year, I was invited to serve as vice-chair for this caucus.

I was also invited to apply for and was appointed as a Fellow to the Mark S. Bonham Centre for
Sexual Diversity Studies, University College, University of Toronto in 2008 (renewed in 2011
and again in 2014 for three years). This is a teaching and research hub on sexuality studies and
the first of its kind in North America.

5. Significant Public Consultation and Dissemination Activities

In the fall of 2015,1 was asked to join the Academic Committee for a public information project,
based on Canada's approach to multiculturalism and social justice and aiming to coincide
with the ISO"' anniversary of Canadian nationhood in 2017. This arises out of my membership
of the School for the Study of Canada at Trent University, where I teach and supervise graduate
students. This project will be largely web-based, with a mixture of academic talks (podcasts and
discussion points), accessible factual information, and an attempt to solicit public engagement
and submissions on their views on Canada's approach to multiculturalism and Aboriginal issues.
Current funding is $600,000 CAD, projected to raise a further $2 million CAD for completion of
the project'. We are in the process of designing modules on five key issues, and I will be taking
the lead on the issue of 'Muslims in Canada'. We are working with a professional marketing
company, journalists, and academics to develop a significant forum for public engagement and
resources. The aim here is to provide accessible academic information and views, but also to
solicit experiences and narratives from the public and to contribute to a national media and
political conversation about the successes and challenges of Canadian approaches to social
d i f fe rences .

The second major public consultation project is more focused on attempting to develop and
implement policies on diversity at Trent University. This began with a small survey on
diversity issues conducted in 2014 and was followed by a number of public consultations with
stakeholders within the university (ethnic minority students, faculty etc.), as well as discussions
with community groups in the local city who are affected by these issues (the Council Race
Relations Committee, Police service community liaison etc.). In its 50 year history, the
University has never developed specific policies on diversity, nor taken a leadership role on
these issues in the local community, where it is the third largest employer and economic
organization and the largest source of ethnic, sexual and geographical diversity. In this example,
I have applied my academic knowledge to both provoke discussion, develop data and evidence,
and produce a report that requires response in terms of policy. The initial report is now under

' See https://www.trentu.ca/newsevents/newsDetail.php?newslD=9787 for infornnation.
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consideration by the University President, the University's Human Rights Office, the faculty
union and other campus unions. Refinements of its recommendations are really the next stage,
and then designing a process of implementation over the next few years. My current role as the
Union's Equity and Diversity Officer is aimed primarily at these next stages. Since this report
represents a major process of public engagement and dissemination, as well as policy change, I
have included it as one of my publications submitted with this application.

G r a n t s

2013-2017 - Awarded SSHRC Insight Grant of $95, 450 over four years. File no, 435 2013
0847. Queer Muslim Visibility in Canada and the United States.

2010 - Internal Trent University Grant from the Symons Trust Fund, $2500 CAD to study
"Queer Muslims: the Clash of Canadian Exceptionalisms?" Awarded May 2010-April 2012 (45-
41865). Supplementary award from the Frost Centre on the same subject, $1200CAD, June
2010-April 2012 (45-41876).

P u b l i c a t i o n s f o r M o m i n R a h m a n

All publications are sole authored unless indicated otherwise in bold. Those joint-authored publications
selected for submission to the committee will have supporting documentadon in the references (from
Stevi Jackson) or in the Research Plan attachment (from Sean Lockwood). Unfortunately, my co-author
Anne Witz is deceased, but I have asked Professor Jackson to talk to this publication since she edited the
journal in which it was published at the time.

B o o k s

In preparation,

2015, Oxford Handbook of LGBT Politics (co-edited with S. McEvoy and M, Bosia for delivery
in December 2018)

2015, manuscript for Polity series on Key Concepts on Sexuality for delivery in early 2017

P u b l i s h e d

1. 2014 - Rahman, M. Homosexualities, Muslim Cultures and Modernity, Basingstoke:
Palgrave Macmillan. Published in their monograph series on the Politics of Identity and
Citizenship (http://www.palgrave.com/page/detail/7sfl =id product&stl=573490).

2. 2010 - Rahman, M. and S. Jackson, Gender and Sexuality: Sociological Approaches,
Oxford:Polity Press. November, 2010. Full joint authorship
(http://www.politv.co.uk/book. asp?ref=9780745633763).
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3. 2000 - Sexuality and Democracy: Identities and Strategies in Lesbian and Gay Politics,
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press
(http://www■euppublishing■com ôok/9780748609581).

Chapters (peer reviewed)

Under rev iew

4. "Non-Heterosexual Muslims: Contemporary Debates", for a forthcoming Handbook of
Contemporaiy Islam and Muslim Lives, edited by Gabriele Marranci, to be published by
Springer. Draft submitted March 31®' 2015, publication due in 2017.

P u b l i s h e d

5. 2015. "Querying the Equation of Sexual Diversity with Modernity: Towards a
Homocolonialist Test." Chapter submitted for a collection edited by Maria Amelia
Viteri, Manuela Picq, Ana Maria Garzon y Marcelo Aguirre (FLASCO- ECUADOR),
Queering Narratives of Modernity (Publishers, FLACSO-Ecuador and Peter Lang in
Germany). Submitted fall 2014, reviewed and revised Jan 2015, in press.

6. 2015. "Sexual Difftisions and Conceptual Confusions: Muslim Homophobia and Muslim
Homosexualities in the context of Modernity", Chapter for edited collection
Praxis and IR theory: How Sexuality shapes World Politics (Routledge, eds., Manuela
Picq, USFQ Ecuador & Institute of Advanced Studies, Princeton and Markus Thiel,
Associate Professor, Florida International University & Research Associate, EU Center
of Excellence).

7. 2015 - "Sexual Diversity". Chapter 7 in S. Vertovec (ed.), The Routledge International
Handbook of Diversity Studies, New York and London: Routledge.

8. 2013 - Rahman, M and O'Manique, C. "Glam Aid, Consumer Citizens and the
Colonization of Governance." Chapter 5 in G. Fridell and M. Konings (edsj. Age of
Icons: Exploring Philanthrocapitalism in the Contemporary World. Toronto: University
of Toronto Press, ppl 14-131.

9. 2011 - "Research on Queer Mushms: Identities, Politics and Communities."Chapter
published in Dutch in May 2011, editor, Wim Peumans, Seks en Stigma: Over Grenzen
Heen. Homoseksuele en Lesbische Migranten in Vlaanderen en Brussel. Acco Press:
Leuven, ppl25-144.

10. 2011 - "Jade's confession: racism and the dialectics of celebrity." Chapter in book,edited
by Sean Redmond, The Star and Celebrity Confessional. New York: Routledge, pp25-
40. This is a reprint in book form of the article listed below under 2008.

11. 2011 - Rahman, M and Hussain, A. "Muslims and Sexual Diversity in North
America." Chapter 15 in Rayside, D. and Wilcox, C. (eds.) Faith, Politics and Sexual
Diversity in Canada and the United States, Vancouver; UBC Press, pp255-274.
Primary author.
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12. 2009 - "Theorizing Intersectionality: Identities, Equality and Ontology." Chapter 14 in
Grabham, E., Cooper, D, Krishnadas, J. and Herman, D. (eds.), Intersectionality and
Beyond: Law, Power and the Politics of Location, 2009. London and New
York:Routledge, pp352-373.

13. 1998 - "Sexuality and Rights: Problematizing Lesbian and Gay Politics." In Carver,
T. & Mottier, V. (eds). The Politics of Sexuality .New York: Routledge, pp79-90.

14. 1997 - Rahman, M. and Jackson, S. "Up Against Nature: Sociological Thoughts on
Sexuality." In Gubbay, J., Middleton, C. & Ballard, C. (eds), in The Student Companion
to Sociology. Oxford: Blackwell. Full joint authorship, pp203-211.

Journal Articles (Peer Reviewed)

Under rev iew

15. "Disrupting the Triangulation of Islamophobia and Homophobia" for a special section of
a forthcoming issue of the journal, Gender and Politics. Submitted, 2015.

16. "Challenging the Opposition of LGBT Identities and Muslim Cultures: Initial Research
on the Experiences of Queer Muslims in Canada." Article submitted in May 2015 for a
special issue of Theology and Sexuality, revisions due May 2016.

P u b l i s h e d

17. 2015 - http://www.e-ir.info/2015/04/02/the-politics-of-lgbt-muslim-identities/

18. 2014 - "Queer Rights and the Triangulation of Western Exceptionalism." Journal of
Human Rights, 13 (3): 274-289. Special Issue: Not Such an International Human Rights
Norm? Local Resistance to Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Rights.

19. 2014 - Marshall, B.L and Rahman, M. "Celebrity, ageing and the construction of
'third age identities", International Journal of Cultural Studies, online first, June 3'̂ '',
2014 .

20. 2013 - "The rise of ideological secularism: Quebec's proposed charter of values"
Discover Society, Issue 2, November 2013:
http://vyww.discoversocietY.Org/2013/l 1/05/the-rise-of-ideological-secularism-quebecs-
proposed-charter-of-values/. SHORT ARTICLE OF 1500 WORDS REVIEWED BY
E D I T O R S .

21. 2011 - Rahman, M. and Lockwood, S. "How to 'Use Your Olympian': the Paradox of
Athletic Authenticity and Commercialization in the Contemporary Olympic Games."
Special issue of the British Sociological Association's journal Sociology on the
Olympics, 45 (5): 815-829.
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22. 2011 - "The Burdens of the Flesh: Star Power and the Queer Dialectic in Sports
Celebrity." Celebrity Studies, 2 (2): 150-163.

23. 2010 - "Queer as Intersectionality: Theorizing Gay Muslim Identities." Special issue
on theorizing sexuality, Sociology, 44 (5): 1-18. October, 2010.

24. 2008 -. "Jade's confession: racism and the dialectics of celebrity." Social Semiotics, 18
(2): 133-148. Special issue on "The Star and Celebrity Confessional."

25. 2008 - "In Search of My Mother's Garden: Reflections on Migration, Sexuality and
Muslim Identity." Nebula 5.4: 1-25, December 2008.

26. 2004 - "The Shape of Equality: discourses around the Section 28 repeal in Scotland."
Sexualities, 1 (2): 150-166, May 2004. Special Issue on Representations and Lived
Experience.

27. 2004a -. "Is Straight the new Queer? - David Beckham and the dialectics of celebrity."
In M/C, www.media-culture.org.au. Special issue on fame, released October 12'̂ , 2004.

28. 2004b - "Beckham as an historical moment in the representation of masculinity." Labour
History Review, 69 (2): 219-234, August 2004. Special Issue on Working Class
Masculinities in Britain, 1850 to the present.

29. 2003 - Rahman, M. and Witz, A. "What Really Matters? The elusive quality of the
material in feminist thought." Feminist Theory, 4 (3): 243-261, November 2003. Full
joint authorship.

30. 1997 - Rahman, M. and Jackson, S. "Liberty, Equality and Sexuality." The Journal of
Gender Studies, 6 {ly. 150-181. Full joint authorship.

A R T I C L E S R E P R I N T E D I N A N T H O L O G I E S
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31. 2015 - Rahman, M. and Lockwood, S. "How to 'Use Your Olympian': the Paradox of
Athletic Authenticity and Commercialization in the Contemporary Olympic Games."
Chapter 34 published in Gender, Race and Class in Media: a Critical Reader (eds. Gail
Dines and Jean M. Humez). Sage: London.

32. 2009 - "Beckham as an historical moment in the representation of mascuhnity." Chp
115 in Rojek, C. (ed), Celebrity: Critical Concepts in Sociology. Routledge: New York.
This is a four volume collection of key works on celebrity.

33. 2006 - Rahman, M. "Is Straight the new Queer? - David Beckham and the dialectics of
celebrity." This article was reprinted as Chapter 11 in the very first anthology of
celebrity literature, edited by Professor D, Marshall, The Celebrity Culture Reader.
Routledge: New York.

Forthcoming anthologies in 2016, both reprinting 2010 - "Queer as IntersectionaHty: Theorizing
Gay Muslim Identities."

Religion, Sexuality and Spirituality (editors: Carole Cusack, Religious Studies, University of
Sydney and Jason Prior, University of Technology, Sydney), which will be a 1600 page, 4
volume collection of key works in the Routledge series of reference handbooks and should be
published in late 2015. The second request is for inclusion in Women of the Middle East, edited
by Fatma Muge G69ek and to be published by Routledge in September 2015.

POLICY REPORT (STARRED FOR READING)

Questions of Diversity at Trent: A report produced as a result of the "Stories of Diversity "
survey conducted in early 2014 for Trent's 50th anniversary year, 2014-2015

Momin Rahman, Sociology Faculty
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