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CELEBRATING 21 YEARS 1990 TO 2011
FOREWORD
In Myles Dungan’s book of golf quotes, A Good Walk Spoiled, it was Brian Barnes who said: “Golf is a sport
that is very true to life with many highs and lows along the fairways of years.”
Those of us who have been part of the story that is Tulfarris Golf Club will recognise just how true this is.
Since Tulfarris Golf Club was founded 21 years ago the Club has seen many highs and lows – as no doubt
have we the members in our golfing, and other lives.
Yes, golf at Tulfarris is an important part of many of our lives and for this reason we are pleased that the
history of the club is being recorded in this 21st Anniversary Booklet.
Of course the history of Tulfarris Estate long predates the Golf Resort and we are pleased that this aspect
has received appropriate coverage here. The Golf Club’s activities have been faithfully documented and we
are pleased particularly that those members who are unfortunately no longer with us are not forgotten.
The Booklet focuses on the first 21 years but we are already looking forward to the next 21. The successful
development of our Junior Section is at an early stage but already we can see promising signs for the
future. To those who come after us we can only ask that they give as much to their Club as those who were
involved in establishing it, and in nurturing and caring for it up to this point.
Pearse Daly, Captain

Ann Horan, Lady Captain

PS
I wish to record my thanks to the Sub Committee members who so willingly took on the task of compiling
this Booklet – Noel Reilly (Chairman), Tom O’Shea, John Hyland, Madeleine Drew Byrne and Ann
Horan.
PD

LADY CAPTAIN 2011
ANN HORAN

CAPTAIN 2011
PEARSE DALY
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BRIEF HISTORY OF TULFARRIS HOUSE & ESTATE

The word Tulfarris comes from the Gaelic “Tulach Fherghuis” meaning Fergus’s Hill. Tulach means
mound in English. There is a partially ruined mound to the front of Tulfarris House which in the past has
yielded up some prehistoric items. The earliest written references to Tulfarris date back to 1192 in the red
book of Ormond. During the middle ages the lands of Tulfarris passed thro’ the hands of several families.
The present Tulfarris House was built in the 18th century and with Russborough and Baltyboys formed
the main landed estates of the locality at that time. Many of the great buildings of Dublin and estates
such as Carton and Powerscourt were built in this era when Ireland had its own parliament prior to the
passing of the Act of Union in August 1800. Much of the house’s more recent history is associated with
the Hornridge family who lived in the house and managed the estate from the early eighteenth century
until the 1950’s. The Hornridges like other local gentry were often guests of the owners of Russborough
and Baltyboys.
Of course in those far off days there were no Blessington Lakes and they travelled by horse drawn carriages
between the great houses of the day.
The Blessington Lakes came into existence in March 1940 when the ESB flooded the Liffey Valley by
damming the river providing both power and water supplies to the city of Dublin.
The last of the Hornridge family to reside in Tulfarris was Captain Edward Stuart Hornridge (18871965). The descendants of the family now mainly reside in the United States of America. Dr. Karl Mullen
the famous rugby player who captained Ireland to their first grand slam in 1948 resided with his family
for several years in Tulfarris. In the latter part of the 1980’s ownership passed on to Barry and Maureen
Pocock and subsequently to Jim and Maeve Hayes in 1993. The Hayes family were the last to use the
manor house as a family home. Today the manor house is an integral part of the hotel complex with ten
luxury rooms available for guests.
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TULFARRIS HOUSE - CIRCA 1920
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THE ORIGINAL GOLF COURSE

The course was built on a peninsula of land jutting into the lake towards Russborough House. Full use
was made of the natural layout of the terrain and utilising the many mature trees on the estate. A difficult
9 hole course with tree lined fairways being the dominant feature requiring straight drives off the tee box.
You began your round with a tricky downhill par 3 of 163 yards with some water and large bushes at the
back of the green. Hole 2 was a tree lined par 5 and hole 3 was similar but with a large oak tree at the
front of the green. Hole 4 was dominated by trees all along the right and out of bounds on the left. For
added measure a stream ran across the fairway 90 yards from the green.
Hole 5 at the back of the manor house was a superb par 3 of 170 yards. You had an uphill tee shot to a
two tier green surrounded by beech trees. The sixth hole which is the 10th hole on the course today was a
dogleg par 5. Right side of the fairway was essential to have a clear second shot towards the green.
The 7th hole a par 4 of 358 yards, the equivalent
of today’s 12th has remained largely unchanged
on the new course. The 8th was a short par 4
of 272 yards downhill and it was possible to
drive the green. The last hole was a long par
4 of 420 yards which required two excellent
shots to reach the green in two. It was index 1
and 2 on the card.
After your round of golf you quenched
your thirst and shared your successes and
frustrations with your fellow golfers in the
Spike Bar located where the new Conference
Centre is today. If the weather was kind you
could sit in the belfry courtyard adjacent to
the bar and enjoy a “continental” ambience
amongst the flowers and greenery.
Happy days!
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THE ORIGINAL GOLF COURSE

STATISTICS
Developer:

Barry Pocock

Architect:

Eddie Hackett

Builder:

Bryan Plant Hire

Length:

Gents 6,137 yds
Ladies 4,940 yds

Par:

72

S.S.S

69

Course Record

73
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CLUB FORMATION & EARLY HISTORY
On acquiring ownership of the Tulfarris estate Barry and Maureen Pocock decided to develop it into
a hotel and leisure complex. The manor house and adjacent buildings were converted into a hotel and
conference centre. In addition a leisure complex consisting of a gymnasium and 25 metre swimming pool
was constructed. The final part of the development was the creation of a nine hole golf course utilising the
existing natural layout of the estate.
Under the auspices of the Pocock family a committee was formed in1989 for the purpose of establishing
a golf club and a draft constitution was submitted to the GUI for their approval. The golf club was to
operate as a separate entity responsible for its own funding. An agreement was entered into whereby in
return for certain playing rights on the course, members would pay an annual subscription directly to
the owners. The members of the first committee were: Barry Pocock (Chairman), Maureen Pocock, Peter
Byrne, Marie McCann, Edward Martin, Tom O’Kane.
Having obtained approval of the constitution from the GUI the Club formally began activities under the
control of the following committee in 1990: Frank McCann (Captain), Barry Pocock (President), Edward
Martin (Hon. Secretary), Tom O’Kane (Hon. Treasurer), Mary O’Kane and Peter Byrne.
During the course of that year it was decided to form two committees to represent the gentlemen and lady
members separately in line with the normal GUI practice of that time. For the next three years the Resort
operated under the control of Barry and Maureen Pocock. Membership of the Club grew to about 150.
Ireland in the early 1990’s was not in a good economic state and the Resort struggled to generate enough
funds to cover borrowings etc. In 1993 Jim and Maeve Hayes acquired the Resort and a new chapter
began in the history of Tulfarris.
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CREATING AN 18 HOLE CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF COURSE
Following their acquisition of the resort Jim and Maeve Hayes tackled the immediate problem of funding
and the first stage of their development plan was to seek planning permission from Wicklow County
Council for the construction of 34 town houses on the grounds of Tulfarris. In 1993 there were the early
signs of some recovery in the Irish economy. Approval was granted for the town houses and these were
built and sold under a government tax incentive scheme. Owners leased the houses back to the Resort
which in turn resulted in the Resort having additional accommodation as part of the hotel complex.
The restraints of a nine hole golf course meant that the opportunity to increase membership into the Club
as well as attracting more green fees was limited. Jim Hayes quickly recognised this and put together a
development plan for an 18 hole championship golf course with a new 64 room hotel. Additional lands
were purchased from local landowners and Patrick Merrigan, a well known golf course designer was
brought on board. During the construction phase there inevitably were disruptions in maintaining the
existing 9 hole course in a normal playing manner. Other golf clubs such as Blessington Lakes, Kilkea
Castle, Beech Park, Craddockstown, and Castlewarden generously offered their facilities to the Tulfarris
members. The new course was completed in 1999 and Jim and Maeve Hayes invited the Gents and
Ladies Committees to be the first golfers ever to play the new course. A new life agreement for the existing
members came into effect on the 31st March 2000.
Funding for the project came primarily from banking and an additional one off payment from the existing
golf members in return for “lifetime membership”. A campaign to bring in new members was launched
offering a share membership upon payment of a joining fee ranging from €15,000 to €20, 000. The course
officially opened in 2000 and in that year successfully staged The Irish Seniors Open Golf Championship
under the sponsorship of AIB Bank. The winner was the American Bruce Fleischer, at that time the No. 1
Senior Golfer in the World. At this point in time Tulfarris was on a high and Jim and Maeve Hayes were
entitled to be proud of what had been achieved, a golf facility on a par with the best in the land.
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THE 1999 COMMITTEES WITH THE HAYES FAMILY ON THE OCCASION
OF PLAYING THE NEW COURSE FOR THE FIRST TIME

Back Row: Noel Reilly (President), Nigel Fisher, Jerry Lambe, Ann Horan (Lady Captain),
Pat Geoghegan, Liz Hayes, Joe Gardner, Jim Hayes (Owner), Noel Kelly, Maeve Hayes
(Owner), Kay O’Shea, Catherine Hayes, Michael Geoghegan, Mary Brown, Pauline Daly
Front Row: Muriel Powell, Jim O’Neill, Padraig Whelan, Joy McWilliams, Deirdre Martin
(Lady President)
Seated: “Maggie” Jim and Maeve’s Golden Retriever
Inset: John Britton (Captain)
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TULFARRIS CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF COURSE
With over 100 bunkers and water coming into play on 13 holes and this before taking into account the
myriad of mature trees, by any standard this is a tough course. On a windy day you can expect trouble!
And if it is also raining “double trouble”. In the Irish Seniors Open of 2000 when it was put to the players
that they play off the “blue” tee box on the 9th hole (a carry over water of at least 220yards) they refused.
What chance us poor mortals! Fortunately we only play off the Blue tee boxes once a year.
Kevin Markham spent a year playing 349 golf courses in Ireland and in 2009 published a book on his
experiences. He rated each course out of a score of 100 taking in the different aspects of the facilities.
Tulfarris received a rating of 87 putting it into his top 40 not bad for a course less than ten years in
existence. He goes on to say: “the course has everything a golfer could wish for as it moves gracefully around
Blessington Lakes. The lakes are always in view, becoming very prominent on the back nine, and the trees and
mountains make it an idyllic setting.”
Some excellent scores have been recorded
on the new course. The best professional
score was a 66 shot by the Australian Bob
Shearer on the 14th May 2000 in the 3rd
round of the Irish Seniors Open.
On the amateur front Ray Williams a
former member and a past winner of the
captain’s prize on two occasions recorded
a score of 68 gross. Ray was also an Irish
Youths international in 2004.
The best medal score has been a net 63
playing off 14 by the present Captain
Pearse Daly.
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DEVELOPMENTS FROM 2003 TO THE PRESENT
Despite the rapid growth in the Irish economy in the early part of the new millennium Tulfarris Resort
once again ran into financial difficulties. Membership of the golf Club had reached about 250.While this
had grown, the numbers planned to make the project viable were not being met. There was also major
competition from many other new hotel/golf resorts which were coming on stream at that time.
In 2003 the Prem Group took a 60% stake in the Resort and took over the management of the facility.
Over the next couple of years various smaller investors were brought on board to help fund the project.
Eventually the developer Paddy Kelly acquired a majority shareholding and Tulfarris Resort had entered
its third development phase.
The new owners obtained planning approval for a new conference centre and this was constructed on the
site of the gymnasium and spike bar. The hotel and the manor house underwent major refurbishment.
Once again the aim was to attract more members into the golf club and to try and bring membership
up to about 500. By 2008 most of the refurbishment work had been completed. Unfortunately Ireland’s
fortunes were about to change and the sudden collapse of the economy impacted negatively on the
viability of the Resort. In February 2009 the Tulfarris Hotel & Golf Resort was taken into receivership on
the instructions of Anglo Irish Bank.
While some uncertainty exists about the future of Tulfarris Resort it has to be recorded that over the
past three years the golf course has been maintained to a high standard. Business activity levels in the
Resort have also significantly increased. Despite the recession the Club’s membership has held up well and
currently stands at 225. The most significant recent Club developments have been the creation of a Junior
Section for young golfers and the Club’s website has been upgraded. Much of the credit for this is down
to Peter Pedersen.
Obviously the future of Tulfarris Golf Club is linked with the progress and commercial success of the
Resort. But of equal importance is the input of members to continue supporting the Club by participating
in its activities. The Golf Club has a formal relationship with Resort Management, but this is usually
supplanted by a close mutual working arrangement which traditionally has served both sides well. Despite
the economic downturn and the travails of the Resort the Club has managed to survive and grow. This
can be attributed to the skills and commitment of those people who have served on the Club’s committees
over the past few years.
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JUNIOR MEMBERS 2011

One of the more significant recent developments in the club has been the intake of Junior members.
Under the guidance of Noel A. Kelly, Pat Curley and Frances Lambe as coordinators for the
Juniors the group has increased to 34 players. During the current year they have participated in
various competitions amongst themselves in addition to joining the adult members for the summer
scrambles. On the 4th September 2011 they held their first major annual competition followed by a
meal sponsored by the Club. The winners on the day were:
Girls
1st Rebecca Edwards; 2nd Clara Robinson; 3rd Aoife Robinson
Boys Class 1
1st Alan Kelly; 2nd Robert Boland; 3rd Darragh Byrne
Boys Class 2
1st Jonathon Devoy; 2nd John Daly; 3rd Paul Mahon
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CELEBRATING 21 YEARS OF GOLF

To mark the occasion of the Club coming of age the Club’s Committees decided to do so as follows:
1)
2)
3)

Hosting a special scramble competition
Presenting each member with a souvenir badge with the Club’s crest
Printing a booklet about the Club’s first 21 years

On Sunday the 3rd July 2011 a scramble competition was held in Tulfarris. Past captains and presidents
from the Gents and Ladies Clubs in addition to current members were invited to attend. Just over 100
members present and past attended, with the course in immaculate condition. The benign weather
contributed to a high standard of scoring with the winning team shooting a net 56.7 strokes and second
and third coming in at 57 and 58 respectively.
Presentation of the prizes took place at a buffet lunch in the Russborough Suite hosted by Captains Pearse
Daly and Ann Horan with Vice Captain Niall Robinson acting as MC. During the lunch Tom O’Shea
presented a video montage of Captains Drive-Ins and Captains Days going back over many years. In
addition to the usual speeches the “Father of the Club” Noel Fannin delivered an amusing and moving
account of his memories of 21 years of golf, friendships and fun at Tulfarris.
General Manager Mark Howell and all his staff did an excellent job in making the day a most successful
one by providing a superb buffet and a beautiful 21st anniversary cake for all the members. Mark topped
it off with presentations of anniversary mementoes from the Resort to both Captains.
While golf has been at the centre of the Club’s activities over the years, much emphasis has been given also
to sociability and friendship among members. There is a very real “19th hole” at Tulfarris with events such
as Scrambles, Captains Drive-Ins and Captains Dinners among the regular opportunities for members to
get to know one another even better.
Finally, since its introduction in 2001 the Captains Charity Day has become an integral part of the annual
golfing calendar and over €40,000 has been raised and distributed to deserving charitable causes.

13

CELEBRATING 21 YEARS IN GOLF

Captains & Presidents
John Breslin, Brendan Daly, Tom O’Shea, John Britton, Peter Sherwin, Joe Gardner, Paul Fitzpatrick,
Stephen McEntee, Jerry Lambe, Mark Barry, John Hyland, Noel Kelly, Noel Fanning, John Horan,
Tom Bryan, Pearse Daly, Noel Reilly

Lady Captains and Lady Presidents
Maureen Kavanagh, Rita Bryan, Kay O’Shea, Marie Smith, Catherine O’Mahony, Vera Delaney,
Ann Horan, Madeleine Drew Byrne, Mary Brown
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INTER CLUB COMPETITIONS
Despite a limited pool of players the Club has always played an active part in entering teams into inter
club competitions. Some very good results in individual matches against bigger clubs did occur but
progress to the latter stages of competitions was rare. In 2000 the Mens Club were winners of the “Cock
of the Walk”, a competition for past captains of Wicklow clubs. The competition was held in Charlesland
with 19 teams participating. In the year 2001 the Captains of Tulfarris and Rathsallagh agreed to hold
an annual competition between the two Clubs for the RT Cup. Rathsallagh were the first winners and
since 2001 the cup has gone to Tulfarris on 7 occasions and to Rathsallagh on 4. Tulfarris are the current
holders. In 2003 the Ladies Club reached the final of the Midland Plate and lost to Mount Wolsley in
Faithlegg. When you consider the very small pool of lady members they had at that time to reach such a
final was an amazing achievement.
From 2003 onwards the Club continued to enter teams in inter club competitions but often exited early
on. Following the AGM of 2007 it was decided to adopt a more planned and structured approach to
inter club competitions. The way was lead by John Britton ably assisted by Noel Kelly. They targeted
the South Leinster Trophy as a competition for which the Club had sufficient players with the relevant
handicaps to enter and win this event. Players were invited to join a panel and training began early on
in 2008. Assistance was sought from Tom O’Neill who at that time was the Assistant Pro in Rathsallagh.
The efforts put in by all were rewarded with the Club’s first major victory in August 2008, winning The
South Leinster Trophy against Rosslare in the final played in Carlow. This was followed up the next year
by a Tulfarris team winning the Brennan Cup beating Callan in the final played in Arklow.
The impact of these victories was to energise more members to participate and join the panels for the
various inter club competitions. In 2011 the Club entered at least seven different competitions and while
no finals were reached the Brennan Cup team reached the semi finals going out to Wicklow who later went
on to win the Cup. The Ladies this year have struggled to field a team but with the increasing number of
Juniors now in the Club it is hoped that they will soon again get back to where they were in 2003.
Inter club competitions are a means of showcasing our Club to the outside World. They also allow our
more competitive members a chance to play against other clubs which does raise the ability of players.
The morale generated from winning matches is enormous and has nothing but a positive impact on the
players involved. It is fair to say that based on recent past performances Tulfarris is no longer considered
by other clubs as an easy venue.
Long may that continue.
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COCK OF THE WALK WINNERS 2000
This competition is held annually for the past captains of clubs in the Wicklow region with a different
venue each year. Tulfarris has normally entered a team and in the year 2000 were successful against 18
other clubs in Charlesland where the competition was held.
The team members, with a certain amount
of justification, have claimed that this was
the first “major” trophy ever won by a
Tulfarris team. The jury are still out on
this matter!

Martin McDonagh (Captain 1997),
John Britton (Captain 1999), Noel Kelly
(Captain 1998), Gary Swift (Captain
1993), Michael Geoghegan (Captain
2000), Tom Bryan (Captain 1991)
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SOUTH LEINSTER TROPHY WINNERS 2008

Back Row: Ciaran O’Mara, Tom O’Shea, Dave Byrne, Mark Reilly, James McCarron, Noel Reilly,
Alan Britton, Tom O’Neill (Coach), Tony O’Connor, Paddy Doyle, John Devereux
Front Row: Frank Lewis, John Britton (Manager), Brendan Daly (Captain), Noel Kelly (Asst Manager),
Les Broderick Inset: Gareth Kealy

PATH TO FINAL
Rd 1 beat Roscrea G.C. Rd 2 beat Killeen G.C.
Rd 3 beat The Curragh G.C. Rd 4 beat Rathdowney G.C.
Final beat Rosslare G.C.
On Saturday the 18th of October 2008 Captain Brendan Daly hosted a celebratory
function to which the South Leinster panel of players and the Club members were
invited to mark the occasion of the Club winning its first major trophy.
John Britton the team manager presented all the players on the panel with a Club
pullover duly emblazoned with the Club crest and a logo “South Leinster Champions
2008”.
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BRENNAN CUP WINNERS 2009

Brendan Daly, Mick Curran, Kevin Higgins, Sean O’Shea, Billy Reilly, Joe Gardner (Manager)
Paul Fitzpatrick, John Staunton, Pearse Daly, Niall Robinson, Phelim Dolan

PATH TO FINAL
Rd 1 beat Enniscorthy Rd 2 beat Greystones
Rd 3 beat Kilkenny Rd 4 beat Coollattin
Final beat Callan

In a thrilling final in Arklow GC Kevin Higgins playing in the last fourball hit the
vital shot on the 18th green to give Tulfarris its second major trophy. The occasion
was marked by a function on the 22nd November 2009 hosted by John Caffrey
General Manager of the Resort.
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LADIES CLUB MIDLAND PLATE FINALISTS 2003

Mary Brown(Caddy), Angeline Leddy, Patricia Gibson, Catherine O’Mahony
Clodagh Gale (Manager), Madeleine Drew Byrne, Ann Horan

PATH TO FINAL
Rd. 1 Bye Rd. 2 beat Carlow “B”
Rd. 3 beat New Ross Rd. 4 beat Carlow “A”
Rd. 5 beat Enniscorthy
Final lost to Mt Wolseley
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A PARADISE OF NATURE
Apart from its magnificent trees and wild flowers Tulfarris is host to a wide variety of animals and birds.
If on a quiet summers evening, as you plot your way around the course and you have the good fortune to
encounter a stag with its great big antlers you stand and watch in wonder. He may also give you the stare
and stand his ground as you are on his patch.
The lakes are adorned with swans and each year we count the number of new arrivals and should your ball
land amongst the swan family you forget about it and move on!
Apart from the swans if you listen carefully enough in early spring you can hear the cuckoo or the cock
pheasant in the undergrowth calling to his mate. The arrival of those avian acrobats of the skies, the
swallows tell us that summer is with us again.
Our animal friends bring that added dimension to a fabulous place that lifts our spirits and brings us close
to the natural world. This place is a heaven on earth, but do we appreciate it?

Rosebay willowherb (Epilobium augustifolium)
14th Fairway
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TULFARRIS RESORT - THE STAFF
General Manager of the Resort today is Mark Howell. Mark joined Tulfarris in 2010 and as a golfer
with a handicap of 5 knows all about the whims and fancies of golf club members. Deputy to Mark is
Derek Bellini who hails from Canada and whose main role is to focus on the welfare of guests in the
hotel and conference centre.
If you contact the Golf Pro Shop you will more than likely talk to either Norma or David. Norma
joined Tulfarris in 1994 and with the passing of Adrian Williams assumed many of the tasks that
Adrian performed. David has been a member of the staff since 2005.
Looking after the golf course is Greenkeeper David Brady and his crew. In many members’ opinions
the quality of the course and in particular the greens are as good as they have ever been. Despite
financial constraints David and his crew have done a superb job in maintaining Tulfarris golf course
to a high playing standard for the members and golfing visitors.
Of course there are other members of staff in the background who all contribute to the smooth running
of the Resort and who may not interface with the members that often but play an equally important
role.
The past twenty one years have seen many changes in personnel but it is fair to say that the traditions
of Tulfarris of hospitality, friendliness and cooperation exist amongst the staff today on a par if not
better than in the past. The Club members wish to place on record now their thanks to all the staff for
their cooperation and help in making membership of Tulfarris a very happy and enjoyable experience.

Norma Storey
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David Ryan

NOT FORGOTTEN
MEMBERS WHO HAVE DEPARTED TO THE GREAT FAIRWAYS IN THE SKY
Since the foundation of the Club in 1990 several members have sadly passed away whom we fondly wish
to remember in this booklet. Eileen Fannin (1993) wife of current member Noel Fannin, Mona Morrin
(2003), and John Smith(2002) were members from early on in the life of the Club; also Larry Kinsella
who passed away in 2010 at too young an age.
We also remember Toni Fitzgerald who was Lady Captain in 1993 and Pauline Daly (1999) who at the
time of her passing was Lady Vice Captain. On the 12th March 2006 Martin Kernan died suddenly
while attending the Captain’s Drive In. Martin had been President of the Club for the years 1997 and
1998. Similarly Donal Slattery who had served as Honorary Secretary for a number of years passed away
suddenly in 2008.
Maeve Hayes, who with her husband Jim played a key role in the development of the Hotel and Resort
served as Lady President from 1993 to 1996, passed away in 2009. Also in 2009 we had the unexpected
and sad passing of Adrian Williams, Golf Manager of Tulfarris.
“I’m gambling that when we get into the next life Saint Peter will look at us and ask, “Golfer?” and when we
nod yes he will step aside saying, “go right in you’ve suffered enough”.
Jim Murray, Los Angeles Times.
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REMEMBERING ADRIAN WILLIAMS
Adrian was a very special person and for many years was known all over as the “face” of Tulfarris golf. He
had many friends who experienced his thoughtfulness and kindness down the years. During nearly 20
years of service Adrian was highly regarded by owners, members and visitors to Tulfarris.
Adrian worked for many years with Wicklow County Council and on retiring from the Council bought a
membership in Tulfarris when it began to take in members for the first time. After a couple of years Adrian
accepted a position as Golf Manager and the rest is history as they say. Adrian witnessed and experienced
many of the changes that took place in Tulfarris Resort. His was a constant presence which gave a feeling
of stability to the members of the Club.
The Willliams’s surname was embedded in Tulfarris. In addition to Adrian’s long service several of his
children also worked here, Mary, Fogi, Adrian junior, William and Raymond. In young Raymond the Club
had a scratch golfer of exceptional talent who played on many Tulfarris teams in inter club competitions,
as a teenager! Ray was also a winner on two occasions of the Captain’s Prize, an achievement which Adrian
was very proud of.
Adrian’s sudden passing in February 2009 came as a great shock to not only his family but also to the
members of the Club and the wider community. At his funeral in Dunlavin the Club provided a guard of
honour of past Presidents and Captains and escorted his remains through the town to the church. A large
number of members attended to pay a simple but heartfelt tribute to a great friend of Tulfarris.
His contribution to Tulfarris has been marked in a number of ways by both the owners and members.
The restaurant/bar adjacent to the Manor house has been renamed “Adrians Bar” and his portrait hangs
there. The Club now presents the Adrian Williams perpetual trophy to the winner of “Golfer of the Year”
competition. Adrian was synonymous with Tulfarris. His was the friendly face always there to help, no
matter how big or small the problem. He is fondly remembered by all who knew him.
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ADRIAN WILLIAMS 1947 – 2009
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LADIES COMMITTEE 2011

Madeleine Drew Byrne (President/Treasurer), Olive Whelan (Hon. Secretary), Dorette Lotter (Vice
Captain), Ann Horan (Captain), Frances Lambe (Ex officio), Mary Curley (Committee member)

14TH FAIRWAY
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GENTS COMMITTEE 2011

Back Row: Keith Turner, Noel A. Kelly, Cuan MacAogain (Treasurer), John Hyland (Ex Officio),
Ciaran Curley, Les Broderick (Competition Secretary)
Front Row: John Horan (Hon. Secretary), Tom Bryan (President), Pearse Daly (Captain),
Niall Robinson (Vice Captain)

13TH FAIRWAY

15TH FAIRWAY
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CAPTAINS AND PRESIDENTS
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YEAR

CAPTAIN

PRESIDENT

1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

Frank McCann
Tom Bryan
John Breslin
Gary Swift
Mark Barry
Peter Sherwin
Tom Sweeney
Martin McDonagh
Noel Kelly
John Britton
Michael Geoghegan
John Horan
Jerry Lambe
Padraig N. Whelan
Joseph Gardner
Tom O’Shea
Stephen McEntee
Paul Fitzpatrick
Brendan Daly
Billy Reilly
John Hyland

Barry Pocock
Barry Pocock
Barry Pocock
Noel Fannin
Noel Fannin
Gary Swift
Gary Swift
Martin Kernan
Martin Kernan
Noel Reilly
Noel Reilly
Noel Kelly
Noel Kelly
John Horan
John Horan
John Britton
John Britton
Joe Gardner
Joe Gardner
Tom Bryan
Tom Bryan

2011

Pearse Daly

Tom Bryan

YEAR

LADY CAPTAIN

LADY PRESIDENT

1990

Mary O’Kane

Maureen Pocock

1991

Rita Bryan

Maureen Pocock

1992

Maureen Kavanagh

Maureen Pocock

1993

Toni Fitzgerald

Maeve Hayes

1994

Maria Smyth

Maeve Hayes

1995

Nora Swift

Maeve Hayes

1996

Gay Wallace

Maeve Hayes

1997

Ann Daly

Bernadette O’Connor

1998

Carol Ashmore

Bernadette O’Connor

1999

Ann Horan

Deirdre Martin

2000

Kay O’Shea

Deirdre Martin

2001

Mary Brown

Nora Swift

2002

Catherine O’Mahony

Nora Swift

2003

Madeleine Drew Byrne

Mary Brown

2004

Ann Horan

Mary Brown

2005

Nora Swift

Ann Horan

2006

Madeleine Drew Byrne

Ann Horan

2007

Helga Crowley

Catherine O’Mahony

2008

Rita Bryan

Helga Crowley

2009

Vera Delaney

Helga Crowley

2010

Frances Lambe

Madeleine Drew Byrne

2011

Ann Horan

Madeleine Drew Byrne

WINNERS OF CAPTAINS AND PRESIDENTS PRIzES
YEAR

CAPTAINS’ PRIZE

PRESIDENTS’ PRIZE

1990

Peter Wallace

none

1991

Billy Reilly

Tom O’Kane

1992

Billy Reilly

none

1993

Brian McDonald

Seamus Kearney

1994

Jim Byrne

Paul Fitzpatrick

1995

Eamon Regan

John Horan

1996

Joe Green

David Kinsella

1997

Billy Reilly

JohnHoran

1998

Ray Williams

Chris Kearney

1999

Ray Whelan

Peter Sherwin

2000

Ray Williams

Peter Plunkett

2001

Paul Nugent

Paul Nugent

2002

John Staunton

Martin Kernan

2003

Martin Kernan

Peter Sherwin

2004

Kevin Higgins

Sean O’Shea

2005

Tony Falvey

Liam O’Loughlin

2006

Jerry Lambe

Niall Robinson

2007

John Hyland

Paul Quigley

2008

Peter Pedersen

Andrew Meleady

2009

Mark Reilly

James O’Dwyer

2010

Joe McConville

Ronnie Carroll

2011

Stephen Byrne

Stephen Byrne

YEAR
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011

LADY CAPTAINS PRIZE
WINNER
Ann Horan
Clodagh Gale
Frances Lambe
Therese Whelan
Patricia Gibson
Catherine O’Mahony
Madeleine Drew Byrne
Patricia Gibson
Therese Whelan
Laura Smith
Frances Lambe
Frances Lambe
Madeleine Drew Byrne
Ita McCarron
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WHAT OTHERS SAY ABOUT TULFARRIS

Tulfarris was voted No. 24 Parkland/Inland Course in Ireland by “Backspin”, Ireland’s leading Golf
magazine in 2008. The panel comprised of a selection of 52 professional and amateur golfers throughout
Ireland.
“Tulfarris is a must for any golfer who enjoys their golf in spectacular surroundings. Nestled between the
spectacular Wicklow Mountains and Blessington Lakes, this is a world-class championship golf course.
The contours and water features of the course blend into the spectacular scenery of the area in a truly
sympathetic way. Each golf hole is unique and is designed for enjoyment at all levels, and is a wonderful
golf experience that will bring you back again and again.”
– golfingireland.ie
“The crowning glory of the layout at Tulfarris is the attention to detail. Bunkering, contouring, featured
stonework and environmentally friendly wetlands are finished to the highest standards.”
– Dermot Gilleece, Irish Times Golf Journalist

10TH HOLE
TEE BOX

29

10TH HOLE
AUTUMN SUNSET

CAPTAINS’ CONCLUDING THOUGHTS
The publication of this Booklet is one of the ways in which Tulfarris Golf Club is marking its 21st
Anniversary year.
We hope that you have enjoyed reading about Tulfarris Estate and its emergence as a top class championship
Golf Resort. We also hope that you have got a flavour of the family spirit that pervades the Golf Club and
that you now have a sense of the real pride we take in what has been achieved to date.
On that note we thank all those who have contributed to making the story that is Tulfarris Golf Club
up to this point and also those who ensured that the story has been adequately recorded. In this regard
we must thank Noel Reilly for his sterling work in co-ordinating all the activities that went into the
compilation of the Tulfarris story. It is fair to say that without his particular skills and drive we probably
would not have got this venture over the line–and certainly not on time. Thanks Noel.
Special thanks are also due to Captain 2010, John Hyland, for his important contribution to the publication
of this Booklet.Thanks John.
Brian Barnes whom we referred to at the beginning went on to say: “ The game that we have adopted which
has become a religion for many, ruined marriages, businesses, and friendships has also done the opposite many
times and I feel that this is why we are addicted, for we have no idea what’s around the next dog-leg”.
Despite that inevitable degree of uncertainty about the future, we can say that 21 years in one way is a
long time, but for us we would like to think that it is merely the beginning of an even greater success story
at Tulfarris in years to come.
Let us finish therefore by offering our best wishes to the Club and all its members for the next 21 golfing
years and beyond.
Pearse Daly, Captain 2011

Ann Horan, Lady Captain 2011
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