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Op-Ed:
Afghanistan
on Edge

Mason Pazhwak '23
Events Editor

Twenty-three million peo-
ple in Afghanistan, more than
half of its population, are fac-
ing “extreme levels of hun-
ger” according to the World
Food Program, while 98 per-
cent lack enough food to eat.!
These alarming numbers rep-
resent another dark chapter
for a country that has already
been devastated by decades
of war and instability, stunt-
ing the ability of many to meet
their most basic needs.? Now
people are being pushed from
deep vulnerability to the brink
of calamity as they try to sur-
vive the country’s brutally cold
winter weather.3 Desperation
comes with this kind of ex-
treme poverty, with some fam-
ilies selling what little material
wealth they have accumulated
at a deep discount, if they are
lucky enough to have any at
all, while others have been
put at the mercy of predatory
individuals who seek to take
advantage of the misery by
purchasing brides.+ Millions
have already begun to flee in
search of a chance to survive,
sparking another vast migra-
tion crisis, the effects of which
will reverberate far beyond Af-
ghanistan’s borders.5 Millions

1 Hannah Bloch, For Many
Afghans, Winter is Forcing
a Cruel Choice of Whether
to Eat or Stay Warm, NPR
(Jan. 6, 2022), https://www.
npr.org/sections/goatsandso-
da/2022/01/06/1069872384/
for-many-afghans-winter-
is-forcing-a-cruel-choice-of-
whether-to-eat-or-stay-warm.

2 Id.
3 Id.

4 See Christina Goldbaum,
[Afghan Economy Nears Col-
lapse as Pressure Builds to
Ease U.S. Sanctions, N.Y. TIMES
(Nov. 27, 2021), https://www.

nytimes.com/2021/11/27/
world/asia/afghanistan-econ-
omy-collapse-sanctions.html.
Associated Press, Parents sell-
ing children shows despera-
tion in Afghanistan, NPR (Dec.
31, 2021), https://www.npr.
org/2021/12/31/1069428211/
parents-selling-children-

shows-desperation-in-afghan-
istan.

5  Christina Goldbaum &
'Yaqoob Akbary, Over a Million
Flee as Afghanistan’s Econ-
omy Collapses, N.Y. TiMEs
(Feb. 2, 2022), https://www.

nytimes.com/2022/02/02/
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Cover of Julia Dahl's latest novel

Anna Bninski 23
Executive Editor

Content warning: dis-
cussion of sexual assault

“The details of whatever
happened were gone from
her mind, but present all
over her body.” The opening
scene of Julia Dahl’s novel
The Missing Hours doesn’t
pull any punches, depicting
a college freshman as she
wakes up and faces the af-
termath of a sexual assault.
The novel, and its genesis
in Dahl’s past as a crime re-
porter, provided the topic
for a Zoom discussion be-
tween Dahl and Professor
Danielle Citron, titled “Inti-
mate Privacy Violations and
the Law.” Sponsored by the
LawTech Center; Law, Inno-
vation, Security, & Technol-
ogy (LIST); and the Virginia
Journal of Law & Technol-
ogy, the discussion focused
particularly on the after-
math of a sexual assault and
how, as Dahl put it, “there’s
not really any good choices
when this happens to you.”

I logged onto this Zoom
with a certain disadvantage:
I hadn’t yet read The Miss-
ing Hours. Although the
UVA Library System is very,
very good, it takes a few
days to turn around a book
request, and I failed to plan
sufficiently far in advance.
But the discussion only con-
firmed that I would be read-
ing this novel as soon as pos-
sible—and once I did get my
hands on the book, I finished
it within 24 hours. It’s both
quite dark and hard to put

1

down.

Ms. Dahl began her career
as a journalist, with a focus
on sex crimes against wom-
en; she described a piece
that she wrote years ago for
Seventeen magazine, detail-
ing the experience of a young
woman who suffered sexu-
al abuse by a relative. The
young woman’s family didn’t
believe her; neither did law
enforcement. As Dahl cov-
ered similar crime stories,
the pain—and seeming in-
evitability—of being disbe-
lieved kept appearing. So
did the inefficacy of turning
to law enforcement in the
wake of sexual assault; while
working for a nonprofit that
focused on criminal justice
news, Dahl wrote a major
piece on rape kits “languish-
ing, going bad in freezers
across America.” Some may
yield a conviction decades
after the assault, but most

do not.
In the wake of the infa-
mous 2012 Steubenville

High School case, which in-
troduced much of America
to the upsetting fact that
perpetrators of sexual as-
sault could document that
assault, and distribute that
documentation with seem-
ing impunity,* Dahl could
not stop thinking about the
experience of the victim and

1 After public outcry two
juveniles were eventually con-
victed of rape; multiple adults
were indicted for behavior that
included obstructing justice,
tampering with evidence, and
making false statements.

her family. Since the assault
took place in a fairly small
community, Dahl imagined
how every time you meet
someone, “you would have
no idea if they’d seen these
pictures of you, in that
traumatic, humiliating mo-
ment...I couldn’t get that out
of my head.”

During her time writing
about this kind of crime,
Dahl reached out to Profes-
sor Citron,? trying to get
a handle on why, in cases
where intimate photos or
videos were shared without
the subject’s consent, law
enforcement claimed there
was nothing they could do.
The conclusion: “The law
had not caught up to what
the crimes were.” While
that has changed to some
degree—Professor Citron
mentioned New York’s 2019
criminalization of revenge
porn—neither law enforce-
ment nor lawyers come out
of The Missing Hours look-
ing great.? Professor Cit-
ron noted that Dahl’s work
serves as education on the
failures of the legal system

2 Ms. Dahl and Professor
Citron are clearly huge fans
of each other, which gave the
conversation a really good dy-
namic despite its difficult sub-
ject matter.

3 It’s probably good for law
students to periodically read
books where at least one vil-
lain is a lawyer, to keep things
in perspective.
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around north
grounds

Thumbs up to
the Superbowl
this  weekend.
ANG is very ex-
cited to host a party for all
of the forest creatures on
Copeley, mainly as a way to
collect leftovers to sustain
ANG for the next 6 weeks
of winter.

Thumbs up
to  Punxsutaw-
ney Phil. ANG
aspires to have
Phil’s power and be a har-
binger of wintry woe (and
also to have a cool hat like
a groundhog handler).

Thumbs up to
the Law Weekly
staff ~members
who came to
meetings and produced
this paper even without the
inducement of pizza. ANG
knows you're the real ones.

Thumbs down
to the mad rush
of law students
buying Bar-
rister’s tickets as soon as
they were released. ANG
is slightly amused that law
students would spend so
much time in line just to
buy an overpriced ticket to
prom, but then again, ANG
will be attending Barris-
ter’s solo, like usual.

Thumbs down
to the Virginia
Department  of
Education  tip

line. Much like the UVA
COVID tip line, ANG re-

minds  everyone  that
“snitches get stitches.”
Thumbs side-

ways to Feb Club

so far. Only six

students made
it through the first three
days and stayed competi-
tive to finish the Feb Club
“Ironman.” ANG isn’t sure
if that says more about the
dedication of law students,
or the qualities of the par-
ties so far.

Thumbs side-

ways to the stand-

off in Ukraine.

ANG does appreci-

ate a good peacock by all
parties, but ANG would
appreciate it if ANG could

graduate before WW3
starts.

Thumbs up to

Meta’s stock price

freefalling. ANG

never believed in

Mark Zuckerberg as a be-

nevolent overlord and is

glad the world is coming
around to ANG’s beliefs.
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more will face the effects of ex-
treme hunger, with countless
children, who are particularly
vulnerable, facing the emo-
tional and developmental con-
sequences of malnutrition.®
Finally, millions may die as a
direct or indirect result of this
catastrophe, representing one
of the greatest humanitarian
disasters of our time.”

Several factors have con-
tributed to this crisis, with the
disruption of war, destruc-
tion of infrastructure, system-
atic corruption, a protracted
drought, and long-term poor
economic conditions all play-
ing roles in the current pre-
dicament.® However, perhaps
the most significant factor has
been the nature of the U.S.
withdrawal from Afghanistan
and policy decisions made in
the immediate aftermath. The
completely unexpected, rapid
collapse of the U.S.-backed
Afghan government at the

world/asia/afghanistan-mi-
gration-refugees.html.

6 Murteza Khaliqi, Afghan
children face death from mal-
nutrition without interven-
tion, advocates warn, NBC
News (Oct. 15, 2021), https://
www.nbcnews.com/news/
world/afghan-children-face-
death-malnutrition-inter-
vention-advocates-warn-re-

hands of the Taliban, as the
U.S. withdrew, saw the long-
time U.S. enemy assert uni-
lateral control over the coun-
try.° This led policymakers to
apply longstanding sanctions
against the Taliban to large
parts of the Afghan economy,
with Afghanistan’s banking
system losing access to $7 bil-
lion in foreign government
reserves needed to maintain
currency liquidity and many
international banks ceasing
any interactions due to the
stiff consequences of a viola-
tion.* This caused the banking
system to seize up, depriving
millions of their deposits and
bringing economic activity to a
halt." This was combined with

9 See Amanda Macias, Sec-
retary of State Blinken calls
Taliban ‘the de facto govern-
ment of Afghanistan’, CNBC
(Sept. 13, 2021), https://www.
cnbc.com/2021/09/13/sec-
retary-of-state-blinken-calls-
taliban-the-de-facto-govern-

ment-of-afghanistan.html.

10 Explaining  US
Sanctions Against Taliban,
VOA (Feb. 5, 2022), https://
www.voanews.com/a/ready-
explaining-us-sanctions-
against-taliban-/6427771.
html; Ellen Ioanes, US policy
is fueling Afghanistan’s hu-
manitarian crisis, Vox (Jan.
22, 2022), https://www.vox.
com/2022/1/22/22896235/

nas3o69.
7 Id.

8 Goldbaum, supra note 4.

Feb Club Kickoff and Feelin

Recently, it has come to my
attention that this esteemed
newspaper has started to

Sai Kulkarni ‘23
Culture Editor

garner criti-
cism with our
writing choices.
Some say that
this has be-
come a form of media even
worse than grocery store
tabloids: a personal blog. I
have heard some critiques
from many people in the
last two weeks that our fear-
less leader Phil and I have
made this newspaper about
our personal lives, partying,
and content unappealing to
the general public. To those
critics I say . . . you are cor-
rect. That’s right, I agree
with you. I think the two of
us write about ourselves ev-
ery week. And to that, my
only response is, at least we
aren’t turning this into some
sort of Gossip Girl-style toe-
rag that insults people.! As a
newspaper, the Law Weekly
exists to both issue commen-
tary and make you laugh.
I enjoy writing about the
partying culture at the law
school; it’s my actual title.2
So if you read through all of
that and decided to keep go-

1 I recently found out who
Gossip Girl actually is and let
me say, the showrunners were
really lazy on that one. And
honestly it makes no sense.

2 Culture Editor is such a
refined title that I even put it
on my resume.

afghanistan-poverty-famine-
winter-humanitarian-crisis-
sanctions.

11 Id.

ing, then clearly you want to
hear about the kickoff to Feb
Club.

Having never experienced
the original event, my only
experience leading up to Feb
Club was the Summer Se-
ries this past June. Suffice
it to say, I had a ton of fun
then. I even wrote an entire
article about it last semes-
ter. So, despite not know-
ing what Feb Club was actu-
ally supposed to look like, I
was psyched for the series
of events. I think in these
times, we have to party as
hard as we can. We have any-
where between 2.5 to merely
0.5 years left to enjoy our-
selves and be young before
either BigLaw or public in-
terest work drains whatever
remains of our souls, leaving
mere husks working in the
legal field. Therefore, it is
simply “go big or go home.”

The hosts of the first par-
ty3 clearly took that phrase
to heart. Feb Club is meant
to be a series of parties that
have their own themes. The
men of the Thomson House
chose their theme to be
“drinking.” While some may
declare the theme lazy, I
choose instead to label it ap-
propriate. Simple and to the
point. For a group that hosts
people more often than the
average house in law school,
they really know how to pre-
pare for a large amount of
patrons. Over the course of

3 Alex Albert, Bennett Rob-
inson, Sam Mirzai, Sean Hick-
ey, and Woody Nimoityn, all
of the Class of 2022.

the almost instantaneous cut-
off of the substantial foreign
aid that was a cornerstone
of the Afghan economy that
funded the vast majority of
public expenditures, includ-
ing the country’s healthcare
system.’? This one-two punch
had completely foreseeable,
far-reaching  consequences,
with the economy now teeter-
ing on the brink of collapse.®
The U.S. has since tried to
make humanitarian sanction
exemptions to ease the flow of
relief into the country, as well
as commit some funds to help
with the aid, but much broader
action is needed to avert a di-
saster.'+

I understand the difficulty
faced by U.S. policymakers
in approaching the issue of
the Taliban gaining access to
resources and legitimacy if
sanctions were eased and aid
was increased. The group was
warned of the consequences
of seizing unilateral control,
including a cutoff of aid, yet
did so anyway, showing a dis-
regard for the impact it would
have on the Afghan people.’

12 Id.
13 Id.
14 Id.
15 Jabob  Knutson,

U.S. envoy warns Taliban of
global cutoff if Afghanistan
taken by force, Axios (Aug.
10, 2021), https://www.axios.
com/afghanistan-taliban-
global-cutoff-afghanistan-

They also remain a deeply
uncompromising group that
behaves in ways that violate
international norms in areas
such as women’s rights, and
they should rightly be chal-
lenged for their abuses.** How-
ever, U.S. sanctions as they are
applied now are a wrecking
ball to Afghan society, punish-
ing so many more people than
the Taliban that they have be-
come unduly cruel and harm-
ful. In addition, the Taliban is a
group which withstood twenty
years of concerted effort by the
international community, led
by the most powerful military
in the world, to destroy them.
I find it highly unlikely that
economic sanctions, which
generally tend to have uneven
effects everywhere they are
applied, will impact their de-
cision-making in a significant
way.” Instead, the outcome
we are seeing is mass starva-
tion for the civilian population
with few indications of conces-
sion. In addition, the U.S. has
a special duty to the Afghan
people irrespective of the gov-
ernment in power. The Af-

a8d6-8e569f7182c9.html.

16 SeeLindsay Maizland,
The Taliban in Afghanistan,
CFR (Sept. 15, 2021), https://
www.cfr.org/backgrounder/

taliban-afghanistan.

17 See Jonathan Mar-
cus, Analysis: Do economic
sanctions work?, BBC NEgws

(July 26, 2010), https://www.

bbc.com/news/world-middle-

force-6bbb638b-d7do-45d4-

east-10742109.

the night, there were likely
over a hundred people walk-
ing through those doors,
coming in waves from their
own pre-games. With mul-
tiple boxes of . . . medium
quality libations, everyone
seemed to be provided for.
In my humble opinion, the
party was exactly what every-
one needed to set the tone for
the upcoming month. There
were people from all three
classes mixing and mingling
and actually talking to one
another.# There were no ex-
pectations of dressing up,
only *gasp* socializing. The
freezing® temperature did
not seem to dissuade people
from spreading out and oc-
cupying the large deck and
all areas of the house. The
music was prime 2018 fra-
ternity basement vibes—the
exact energy needed for such
a party. Much like most col-
lege parties, everyone came
and went in waves. While
I have no idea what time
everyone finally called it a
night, I can safely say that
it was exactly what we all
needed. Having already ex-
perienced one themed party,
there is no doubt that this
month will be full of good
vibes and interesting ideas.
But this simple house par-
ty was a perfect launch for

4 1 actually spoke to some
1Ls. Apparently, they are nor-
mal people. Who could have
known?

5 In this Florida Man’s
opinion, everything below 40
is freezing.

Feb Club. Attge end of the
day, this month is intended
to bring us all together and
connect disparate student
groups. I cannot imagine a
more equalizing experience
than simply partying togeth-
er like we are back in college.
Hopefully everyone had a
good time and will continue
to do so in the month going
forward.

Anne Reyna ‘23
Staff Writer

If you weren’t
at Lambda’s
Euphoria party,
you might have '
been the only one. This party
had everything you could’ve
wanted, with colorful light-
ing, loud music, a taco bar,
and a wicked hangover in
the morning. Like every
good journalist, I took it
upon myself to make this a
night to remember by liter-
ally going around and get-
ting quotes on the record
from my ~totally in the right
state of mind~ peers. Inter-
estingly enough, some of my
peers elected to only talk off
the record or had no com-
ment, for which I applaud
them because they are al-
ready better attorneys than
those individuals who did
agree to speak with me. With
that being said, I do have to
disclaim that the views and
opinions expressed in this
article do not reflect the offi-
cial policy or position of The
Law Weekly. With all the le-
gal talk out of the way, let’s

ghan people were made to rely
on the aid we provided, and
many believed in the stability
of the system we built there.
I am sure that if they had un-
derstood it would collapse so
quickly, they would have taken
steps to prepare themselves
for the transition. Instead,
they had faith in the compe-
tence of an American foreign
policy and that the U.S. would
not pull the rug out from un-
der them. But instead, they
have been rewarded by being
literally and figuratively left
out in the cold. A responsible
U.S. drawdown, if it expected
an eventual Taliban victory,
would have slowly weaned
the people off aid, created a
banking system not so tied to
ours so as to be completely
debilitated by sanctions, and
occurred in the spring so that
people might have had a grow-
ing season to prepare for win-
ter. Even if U.S. policymakers
did not anticipate a Taliban
victory that would necessitate
building in an adjustment pe-
riod, they nevertheless should
have used targeted (as op-
posed to broad) sanctions and
maintained public sector aid at
least through the winter. Yes,
the Taliban may have ben-
efited from this, and it would
have rewarded their bad be-
havior to some extent, but
there would have been ample
time to increase pressure later.
The immediate goal of preser-
vation of life would have been
worth the cost.

President Biden ran on
a platform of empathy and
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Euphoric

dive right into all the press-
ing questions you guys want
answered, like “how do I get
this glitter off my face?” or
“do I have a black eye or is
this just purple eyeshadow?”
Hopefully I can answer all of
these questions and more.
Now, while the theme of
the party was the popular
HBO show Euphoria, af-
ter talking to a number of
people, it’s safe to say only
about 10% of the partygo-
ers had actually seen the
iconic show. Being The Law
Weekly’s unofficial pop cul-
ture correspondent and an
available-for-hire ‘new age’
media expert witness,! I was
not thrilled to discover this.
Euphoria is an expansive
and immersive cinematic ex-
perience that is often a com-
fort show for many people.
This is because they are able
to sit down after watching an
episode and think “well, at
least this isn’t my life,” and
this makes people? feel a lit-
tle bit better about their own
lives. With that being said,
most people did have some
idea of what the show looked
like or was about from Twit-
ter or TikTok, so as a huge
fan of the show, the Lambda
party was a huge success in
my eyes and very on theme.
I felt as though I had been
transported to Euphoria,
U.S.A. and I was indeed feel-

1 My fees are very reason-
able, future trial attorneys.

2 Me.
EUPHORIC page 3
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good judgment in American
foreign relations, yet Afghani-
stan seems to be worthy of
little compassion from his
administration.® It is not too
late, however, and U.S. invest-
ment could still help stabilize
and preserve innocent Afghan
lives.®* Whatever our future
engagement with the coun-
try, our legacy, after twenty
years of sacrifice by countless
American Soldiers, diplomats,
and civilians, cannot be the
disaster that is occurring. To
allow that would be morally
damaging and would plant the
seeds of future instability in
Afghanistan that, based on our
recent history, we should well
understand the danger of.

18 See Peter Baker,
Biden Ran on Competence
and Empathy. Afghanistan
Is Testing That., N.Y Times
(Aug. 20, 2021), https://www.
nytimes.com/2021/08/21/us/
politics/biden-afghanistan-
withdrawal.html.

19 See Ruby Mellen &
Julia Ledur, Afghanistan fac-
es widespread hunger amid
worsening humanitarian cri-
sis, WasH. Post (Jan. 24, 2022),
https://www.washingtonpost.
com/world/2022/01/24/
afghanistan-humanitarian-

crisis-hunger/.

mwp8kk@virginia.edu
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ing euphoric.

While most of the esteemed
women at this party under-
stood the assignment and
came dressed to the nines,
some of the men were clearly
struggling with the theme
and looked like they were
auditioning for Oklahoma.?
Regular reader and even
more regular contributor
Jon Peterson ’23 was thrilled
to be at the party despite his
outfit being inspired by a
single Google search. “I got
to see all my friends, I got to
push through a bunch of 1Ls
that I don’t know, and I got
pushed around by some of
them too,” claimed Jon.

I really couldn’t have said
it better myself, Jon, there
was a great mix of classes
there, ranging from the
class of 2024 all the way
to the class of 2022. It re-
ally was a party for all ages:
even known older and wiser
3Ls Stanley Birch and Phil
Tonseth made their way out
on Saturday and were, and
I quote, “vibing.” And they
weren’t the only ones. Many
people I spoke to that night
commented that the “vibes
were immaculate” or that the
party “[was] a whole vibe.”
It’s really great how nights

3 Oklahoma is a popular
school play being produced by
the high school drama depart-
ment in Euphoria; when said
men were asked if they were
auditioning for Oklahoma,
they all maintained they were
not. This claim was not inves-
tigated further.

UVA Men's Basketball Nears End of Season

Out of respect for the Law
Weekly’s actual Sports Editor,
I won’t pretend to give you a

Dana Lake ‘23
Production Editor

match report for
the February 1
men’s  basket-
ball game that is
filled with things
like “stats” and “knowledge.”
You can check out Jeff White
at VirginiaSports.com for a
great summary of that game
and the overall season. This
article has a more critical goal
than pointing out career bests
(Number 21 Kadin Shedrick,
scoring thirteen points) and
team highlights (UVA made
twenty-six out of twenty-nine
free throws). This writing is
purely to encourage you to get
to a game while you can.
Spring semester is the
worst, no matter what year
you're in. 1Ls are looking for
jobs and applying to journals,
2Ls are taking as many cred-
its as they can so they can do
12-and-12 their last year, and
3Ls are so mentally checked
out they might as well be Big
Law drones already. It’s cold,
it’s wet, and Valentine’s Day is
right around the corner to dis-
rupt the last of your emotional
equilibrium. We are all Rose,
looking for our bit of driftwood
to cling to without regard for
the Jacks we drown along the
way. Some people grab onto
Feb Club, others throw them-
selves into Libel. But for you
folks who don’t want to drink

like this bring some of the
brightest legal minds of our
generation all together by
reducing our vocabulary to
only a few singular phrases.
I believe veteran 3L Ian
Clemens summarized it
well: “Feb Club represents
the best of UVA, the entire
point is to [have as much
fun] as you can, and those
who organize this for us
have made sure that’s possi-
ble, and we should all thank
them for that.” Truer words
have never been spoken. So,
thank you and a shoutout to
Lambda and everyone who
made the Euphoria party
possible. Certainly everyone
I spoke to was having a great
night and it was one hell
of an opening weekend for
Feb Club. I personally can-
not wait to see what the rest
of the month has in store
for us, and I highly encour-
age everyone to make it out
to some of these awesome
events. In closing, I'd like
to leave you all with a bit of
wisdom from the underrated
2007 film Hot Rod starring
Andy Samberg: “Let’s party.”

omk6cg @uirginia.edu

agrsag @virginia.edu

and don’t want to sing, there is
UVA Men’s basketball.

The student section is on
its feet for the whole game,
interrupted often enough
with breaks and timeouts to
be bearable for even the most
sedentary law student. There’s
also a pressure-free section
on the side for those who
can’t or don’t want to stand
but still want the hype of be-
ing surrounded by heckling
undergrads. And boy, do they
heckle. UVA fans know how
to demoralize opposing teams
and referees alike, with coor-
dinated arm movements and
chanting to drive the point
home. There are a few tradi-
tions that are easy to pick up
over the course of the first half,
but there is plenty of room for
ad-libbing your own jeers and
cheers.

The energy in John Paul
Jones Arena is hard to re-
sist. Fitted with industrial-
strength  subwoofers and
filled with cheerleaders and
dance teams anytime the play-
ers aren’t sprinting back and
forth across the court, there
are enough flashing lights and
activity to take your mind off
even the most pressing dead-
line. For two hours you can let
go of the law and embrace the
epic highs and lows of college
basketball.

dloguh@virginia.edu

Question:

Hi, I have heard gener-
ally about journal tryouts
from other 1Ls, but I haven’t
heard much in terms of con-
crete, actionable tips that
would help me during the
process. I'm feeling a little
behind. Is there anything I
can do to optimize my jour-
nal tryout experience?

Answer:

Well, it makes sense why
you haven’t heard any “con-
crete, actionable tips” from
other 1Ls. First of all, they
haven’t been through the
process. More importantly,
they are your competitors,
so they have an incentive not
to help you or, worse yet, to
provide bad advice.

If there’s any group of
people that reacts strongly
to incentives—even slight
ones—it is people in the le-
gal industry. Doesn’t it seem
odd that the vast majority of
students do journal tryouts,
despite having no interest
in legal academia? That’s
because having the resume
line-item, which will have
little to no value for most
people, might provide some
edge during the job search.
Meanwhile, professors who
clerked for the Supreme
Court suck up to 2Ls on the
VLR managing board be-
cause it might provide some
edge in getting their articles
published. It is part of the

Photo Courtesy of Dana Lake '23

REMAINING HOME GAMES

VS.
GEORGIA
TECH

Saturday
Feb 12

VS.
DUKE

Wednesday
Feb 23

VS.
FLORIDA
STATE

Saturday
Feb 26

game.
In terms of “concrete, ac-
tionable tips,” definitely

start studying for tryouts.
I would start by memoriz-
ing the Bluebook sections. I
used flashcards, but Quizlet
will do. You’ll know you’re
ready when you can glance
at a citation and know which
rule to flip to.

For the writing part,
there’s a couple of things you
can do. Personally, I did a
few timed LSAT writing sec-
tions (like a dozen or so). It
is like the journal tryout be-
cause it involves timed, per-
suasive writing on a prompt
with two reasonable sides.

However, I learned a tip
after my tryout that I wish
I would’ve known earlier.
First, pick any Supreme
Court case decided in the
last term, but don’t read the
opinion. Then, read the ap-
pellate briefs for that case.
Pick four cases from those
cited in the appellate briefs
and read their opinions.
Then, write a mock opinion
for the original Supreme
Court case. Time this so that
you start reading and finish
writing your paper over a
weekend. If your reasoning
looks nothing like the Su-
preme Court majority opin-
ion, you should be in good
shape. I promise this will
not be an immaculate waste
of time.

I hope you have as much

Counsel's Counsel

Counsel’s Counsel is the world s preeminent advice column for law students. Written by
recent UVA Law graduate, Jane Doe, J.D.

fun with journal tryouts as
I did! It will be a weekend
worth remembering.

For a serious response to
your serious inquiries, please
access the anonymous submis-
sion form using the QR code
below.
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LAW WEEKLY FEATURE: Court of Petty Appeals

The Court of Petty Appeals is the highest appellate jurisdiction court at UVA Law. The Court has the power to review any and all decisions, conflicts, and
disputes that arise involving, either directly, indirectly, or tangentially, the Law School or its students. The Court comprises eight associate justices and one Chief
Justice. Opinions shall be released periodically and only in the official court reporter: the Virginia Law Weekly.

Please email a brief summary of any and all conflicts to pjtShm@virginia.edu

3Lsv.
Administration
74 U.Va 15 (2022)

Tonserd, C.J delivers the
opinion of the court, in which
Kurkarni, J., REyNa, J., BNINSKI,
J., WuNDERLL J., PAzwaK, J., and
PETERSON, J.

Brown, J. dissents.
Birch, J. dissents.

Facts

Picture this. You're a
spring semester 3L. You
didn’t learn until this past
August that you’d need to
take Professional Responsi-
bility and the MPRE before
graduation, let alone 6 prac-
tical skills credits. Luckily,
you accidentally signed up
for a course that filled the
writing requirement as a
2L and the gunner you be-
friended out of sympathy as
a 1L told you about the PR/
MPRE requirement before
it was too late. Coast is clear
to graduate, right? In this
sense, yes, without any help
from the Administration.
However, the claim brought
today against the Adminis-
tration is not for failing to
properly notify students of
graduation  requirements.
No, it is far more vile and
hits too close to home.

To the simpleton, law
school should teach some-
one how to sue someone else
and how to become a lawyer.
As nobody on this esteemed
Court has learned the first,
it is not surprising that to-
day’s claim arises from the
second factor. Namely, the
plaintiffs allege that the
Administration conducted
and continues to conduct a
grievous breach of contract
for failing to properly edu-
cate 3Ls on how to become
legitimate lawyers. The 3Ls
allege that through detri-
mental reliance, many are
just now learning (including
by reading this opinion) that

deadlines to apply to take
the Bar, to submit their ap-
plications to pass Character
and Fitness, and to complete
the required pre-Bar cours-
es! actually exist and happen
before the 3Ls will graduate.

This complaint is not
solely limited to Student
Affairs, whose entire exis-
tence is to advance and pro-
tect the welfare of students.
Nor does the buck stop at
the Registrar’s office, whose
failure to properly warn 3Ls
of graduation requirements
is only the tip of the iceberg.
This complaint, and the de-

/1

the Administration to pre-
pare them to become future
lawyers. In this view, the 3Ls
view their tuition as consid-
eration for a contract with
the Administration, which
the Administration has been
greedily happy to accept. In
return for this consideration,
the Administration generally
provides the required cours-
es in accordance with ABA
standards so that 3Ls can at-
tain a degree.

In their lengthy amicus,
defendants argued strenu-
ously against this logical se-
quencing. First, they claim

get their first check all after
these alumni become quali-
fied lawyers, the outcome of
this case would be different.
The buck stops here.

As the Administration
has shown a penchant for
piggybacking off of the suc-
cess of its students post-
graduation, this Court holds
that their duty to prepare
3Ls to become legitimate
lawyers extends until the 3Ls
are officially sworn into the
bar.

Remedy

The Administration has

shown a clear and continu-

s the Administration has shown a penchant for

iggybacking off of the success of its students
post-graduation, this Court holds that their duty to prepare
3Ls to become legitimate lawyers extends until the 3Ls
are officially sworn into the bar. "

fendants comprising the Ad-
ministration, also include
the Office of Private Practice
(OPP) and the Public Service
Center (PSC).2 The 3Ls aim
to take down the entire sys-
tem, to which this Court is
happy to oblige.
Analysis

The Court’s analysis of
the class action complaint
is rooted in the law of con-
tracts. The analysis from the
plaintiffs is as follows. For a
hefty and rising annual tu-
ition fee, the 3Ls are trusting

1 Looking at you, New
York, and your required pro
bono hours.

2 Personally, I'd give the
PSC a break. It’s hard enough
to find PI students jobs, let
alone tell them the require-
ments to pass the Bar in
whatever state they’re lucky
enough to find a job in. PSC
can only do so much good for
this world.

that tuition is in no way con-
sideration. This argument
is as whimsical and flimsy
as the ban on drinking and
eating unless a student is
in ScoCo. Even if this Court
were to find that there was
no consideration, the 3Ls
have posited a valid alterna-
tive. Under the caretaking
doctrine, the Administration
is tied to the success of each
3L becoming a valid law-
yer by promissory estoppel.
In either case, the 3Ls have
detrimentally relied on the
Administration to prepare
them to become lawyers.
The Administration further
argues that their duty to pre-
pare the plaintiffs to become
a lawyer stops at graduation.
The Court is receptive to this
line of reasoning, almost. If
the Administration wasn’t
quick to tout its clerkship
numbers, frequently high-
light UVA Law Grads, and
solicit donations from alum-
ni as soon as (or before) they
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ous breach of contract with
the class of 3Ls. 3Ls have
for too long detrimentally
relied on the Administra-
tion to prepare them to be-
come official lawyers, to no
avail. The fact that 3Ls have
learned more about what
they need to do to become
qualified from Themis, Bar-
bri, or Kaplan bar prep pro-
grams is a stain on the Ad-
ministration that cannot be
wiped away. Yet, the remedy
is simple. Lawyers and law
students alike love check-
lists. Most 3Ls will either be

barred in D.C. or New York.3
Therefore, this Court orders
any of the named Adminis-
trators to create a checklist
with the timelines for these
two localities for the 3Ls.
List what each 3L needs to
accomplish to be qualified.
The date and time of the
bar in July (or January), the
date to submit the Charac-
ter and Fitness application,
and how the Administration
could help. With the amount
of tuition the 3Ls have paid,
there’s plenty of money to go
around to make this some-
one’s full time job.

It is so ordered.

Brown J., dissenting.

The Court’s complaints
about the lack of guidance
from the Law School about
how one actually becomes a
lawyer are based on a fun-
damentally flawed under-
standing of what law school
is meant to do. We are not
put through the rigor of doc-
trinal classes, awkward sec-
tion events, unclear COVID
restrictions, and exhausting
Zoom networking events in
order to learn “how” to be
a lawyer, we do so to learn

3 While this opinion isn’t
about the death spiral that is
OPP and BigLaw funneling
junior associates to these two
tax heavy major markets, just
to burn them out, this Court
abhors BigLaw, save the new
matching salaries.

COPA page 5

Faculty Quotes

T. Haley: “Josh, save me
from my increasing decrepi-
tude.”

R. Harmon: “"We fought
a war against marijuana, and
marijuana won!"

A. Bamzai: *Phone rings*
“Oh, I'm sorry about that.
This is the second time this
has happened to me in six
years. I remember the first
time because it was extremely
embarrassing. It’s less embar-
rassing now because it’s the
second time.”

K. Kordana: “He seems
like a pretty for-profit kind of
guy.”

C. Jaffe: “Who’s taken ad-
min law? Oh, a lot of you. Uh
oh, that means I can’t make
things up as we go along.”

Law IT: "Yeah so you have
to hit start.”

R. Schragger: “Oh, I have
to hit start...”

Heard a good professor
quote? Email us at
editor @lawweekly.org

- FULL TIME
- PART TIME

"

£
B DRIVERS WaNTED - 8
NEED EXTRA
DOU

EVERYDAY IS PAYDAY,
TAKE CASH HOME DAILY!

- FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
- CASH DAILY

GH?

JOBS.DOMINOS.COM OR

TEXT “PIZZA” TO
(434)404-4400 CHARLOTTESVILLE
(540)340-9861 SHENANDOAH VALLEY
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continued from page 4

how to “think like a lawyer.”

As with any worthwhile
dissent, this is based on the
original public meaning of
“law school.” Early legal
programs were not meant
to instruct students on how
to be lawyers, they were just
meant to supplement a legal
apprenticeship. When Judge
Tapping Reeve established
the Litchfield Law School
in 1784, he did so to pro-
vide laypeople a chance to
understand the law and to
provide entertainment for
his apprentices.# Law school
then was understood to not
be something meant to give
practical skills, and that
original meaning remains
the case today.

Imagine what would
happen if law schools actu-
ally tried to prepare all of
us for a career in the law
by building skills instead of
telling us to go play softball.
LRW would be graded, as-
signments would come pe-
riodically with little warn-
ing, and we might actually
get told what a transactional
lawyer does. This nightmar-
ish world the majority hopes
to bring in would push law
school away from being an
excuse to avoid getting a
real job for three years into a
trade school where we would
learn practical skills.

4 Attending a legal lecture
as a form of entertainment
may strike some as odd, a sign
of how far our glorious profes-
sion has fallen.

The legal world has been
intentionally designed to be
unintuitive and difficult to
navigate for lay people. Law
school is not exempt from
this reality, nor should it
be. As we are about to enter
a profession known for its
complexity, we should not
be coddled by the admin-
istration in any way even if
it would make the lives of
students measurably better
with minimal cost to the in-
stitution.

For these reasons I re-
spectfully dissent.

BircH J., dissenting.

The majority’s opin-
ion in this case completely
misses the mark and I vehe-
mently dissent. I join in my
colleague’s dissent but must
write my own as well for two
reasons. First, to remain
relevant. Second, the duty
claimed by the injured party
is not a duty that exists, nor
has ever existed.

The “contractual rela-
tionship” that is claimed can
be boiled down to a simple
exchange: a fancy piece of
paper with your name on it
in exchange for crippling
student debt. Money for
paper, that’s it. There are
fringe benefits to having that
particular paper, but that
paper is what you are buy-
ing. To imply that the ad-
ministration should be ob-
ligated to do a single thing
more than this would upend
the contract. Students have
to put up with anything the

administration does in the
three-year vesting period,
but softball has been provid-
ed to drown out the sorrow.

The claim of “detrimen-
tal reliance” is even less sub-
stantial than the contract
claim. Simply put, if a stu-
dent relies on the adminis-
tration or any of its subsid-
iaries, then they have dug
their own grave. Much like
going on a diet or trusting
your ex when they say, “it
won’t happen again,” reli-
ance on something famously
unreliable provides no basis
for a claim. The students in
question have been fooled
once, twice, and 3L is the
charm. You’d think they
would have learned by now,
but learning is not what law
school is for.

pjtshm@uirginia.edu
Jwb4bb@uirginia.edu

sfboyu@virginia.edu

PRIVACY

continued from page 1

and can spur change. “But
it’s bleak!” she exclaimed.
“Did you think about hav-
ing the police maybe help a
little?”

Claudia, the protagonist
of The Missing Hours, dis-
covers that the perpetrators
documented their assault on
her. Characters variously at-
tempt to contain, weapon-
ize, and repurpose the video.
Partially due to a prior less-
than-flattering appearance
on a reality TV show and
partially because of society’s
generally terrible treatment
of sexual assault victims,
Claudia knows that her ob-
vious incapacitation dur-
ing the assault won’t save
her from being painted as
a party girl who invited the
violation, rather than as the
victim of a crime. Ultimate-
ly, she turns to extra-legal
means to exact a measure of
revenge. Dahl explained that
while she does not endorse
her character’s decisions,
and doesn’t think they’ll
make her happy, the system
she’s facing does not allow
her any good choices.

Dahl expressed hope that
someday we’ll reach a change
in the legal system, where
the default is for police and
prosecutors to believe vic-
tims—and for prosecutors,
when deciding whether to
bring a case, to expect the
same of the jury.

During the Q&A portion of
the event, Professor Cathy
Hwang noted that Claudia
was a semi-public figure, and

that the novel could encour-
age people to feel comfort-
able asserting boundaries in
the parts of their life that are
documented and dissemi-
nated. Dahl added that pri-
vacy is not an all-or-nothing
proposition: “Just because
you’re an influencer, a movie
star, a public person, doesn’t
mean you're not allowed to
have privacy.”*

4 For those interested:
Throughout the discussion,
Dahl recommended further
reading, including Know My
Name by Chanel Miller, Is
Rape a Crime? by Michelle
Bowdler, and The Damage by
Caitlin Wahrer.

amb6ag @virginia.edu

HOT
BENCH

r
s Ford '23

Interviewed by Nikolai Morse '24

Jame

How does it feel to have
been nominated by Sai
and JP for this week’s Hot
Bench?

It’s about time! I'm one of
the more eccentric people at
the law school. I have an in-
teresting background, views,
and style.

Tell me about that inter-
esting background?

I'm originally from Florida.
I came from a pretty working-
class family. Did poorly in
high school and figured out
that my best chance to get a
good college education was
in the UK, because they rely
heavily on standardized tests.
I went to the University of
Dundee in Scotland, where I
got a Bachelor of Laws. I was
published, won Best Honours
Dissertation, and graduated
with First-Class Honours. My
education there has given me
a unique view on what the
study of law is.

How is your view of le-
gal education different?

Everywhere else in the
world the law is considered
an academic discipline. Simi-
lar to English, history, or phi-
losophy. It is one of the hu-
manities. So, the goal of your
education is not to teach you
a way of thinking, but rather
to teach you what the law is
in terms of its content and
subject matter. The purpose
is to be a legal scholar, rather
than teach you common law
reasoning, which I think is
the goal of an American legal
education.

What do you think ac-
counts for those differ-
ences?

Two reasons. First, in Brit-
ain you're expected to do
an apprenticeship after law
school, so the British legal
academy expects you would
get your practical training in
that way. Second, you could
probably trace the difference
back to the emergence of legal
realism in America and the
idea that you can study law as
a science by working through
cases and deriving their rules.

Do you believe the re-
alist method is uniquely
American?

Interesting, because “Law
AND™ is ascendant in the
academy, but from a teaching
perspective, we still follow the
legal realist way. You aren’t
told the point of the case
ahead of time; you are asked
to analyze it and derive the
rule. The approach elsewhere
is that the law is a distinct
body of knowledge, and the
way you learn it is by engag-
ing with it.

1 E.g., “law and econom-
ics,” “law and sociology,” etc.

How is the structure of
assessment different in
the U.K.?

You write more. Every class
at my university had a paper
which was 25% of your grade.
And not a memo or case note,
but a truly academic paper on
a topic assigned by the profes-
sor. Sado-masochistic injury
was historically illegal under
the Offences Against the Per-
son Act, and one of the papers
I was asked to write asked
whether it should still be il-
legal today—there’s an impor-
tant normative inquiry. Your
final is closed-book and hand-
written. You’ll have some
“problem” questions like we
do here, but also questions on
history and policy.

Why did you come back
to the U.S. for your J.D.?

Originally, I thought I
might want to be a legal aca-
demic, but I realized at a cer-
tain point that I did not enjoy
writing legal academic papers
and would want to be a prac-
titioner. Since America’s legal
market is substantially larger
than Britain’s, and I am from
here, it made sense.

What are you doing this
summer?

I'm working for UVIMCO
which manages UVA’s en-
dowment. The endowment is
huge—$21 billion—so they do
lots of interesting things. My
work seems like it will pri-
marily be reading a lot of con-
tracts the university makes
with companies it invests in.
It’s very transaction-focused.

I was told by some of
my classmates to ask you
about two (seemingly) un-
related topics: Commu-
nism and Tarot. Would

you care to elaborate?

On communism: for me it
comes down not to state con-
trol or centralization but un-
locking human potential. Are
people more free in a world
where their lives are dictated
by whether they are close to
the imperial core or the impe-
rial periphery, or would they
be more free, creative, and ca-
pable of being more virtuous
people if they didn’t have to
live under that system? Cur-
rently in the U.S. there is an
increasingly intricate system
where upper-middle class
families can send kids to the
right prep school, the right
universities, and to work for
the right companies. The in-
stitutions of America have
shown themselves to be in-
capable of dealing with this,
because academics don’t want
to talk about it and politicians
are taking legal bribes from
corporate interests.

Back to law school, the pur-
pose of law school is not to
teach you the law but to think
like a lawyer. What is that, if
not reproducing a certain kind
of ruling class logic, to repro-
duce the method of thinking
of those in power?

Would advancing Com-
munism be a long-term
goal for you?

It is actually federally un-
lawful to be a member of the
communist party (though the
law isn’t enforced), so it could
be a problem if I joined a com-
munist party before I pass the
bar. The second problem is
the financial aspect. My par-
ents lost everything in ’08, so
I have to earn some money.
So, it’s important when you're
a leftist to think about how

much you’re allowing your ca-
reer to impact your values.

What about Tarot?

Some people at the law
school know that I give tarot
readings. My mom did this
when I was growing up, which
got me interested. I was in
Dundee one summer and I
started reading a lot of the-
ology, a bit of occult history,
and started meditating on
tarot cards. Not sure if they
have any kind of power, but
they are rooted in a really in-
teresting Christian theologi-
cal system. When you under-
stand this, and how specific
the meanings of the cards are,
when someone comes and
speaks with you it gives you a
structured way of jumping off
into a broader conversation.

Alright, time for the
lightning round!

Favorite food? Oysters.

Favorite class you’ve
taken at UVA Law? Trusts
and Estates, with Johnston.

Favorite place in Char-
lottesville? Clark Hall.

Favorite book?
Dick.

What is your spirit ani-
mal? Octopus.

If you could time travel,
when and where would
you go? The Holy Roman
Empire, around the 12th cen-
tury. I would be really inter-
ested in studying feudalism
on the ground.

Favorite place you have
traveled to? Sterling, Scot-
land.

If you could pick one
person to win the lottery,
who would it be? Myself.

Moby

cpg9jy@uirginia.edu
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Congratulations to Gray Moeller ’22
and Davis Metzger ’24 who won the
National Telecommunications Moot
Court Competition at the Catholic
University Of America School of Law!




