	
  

THE FORGOTEN CHILDREN IN LEBANON
WAR: Ten thousand of Syrian refugees are fleeing from the war to Europe. A woman from Zurich gives her
support in a refugee Camp in Lebanon.
Nothing is left for them- nothing, other than the hope for freedom. It is a silent wish, which between exploding
bombs, collapsing houses and deadly shots, is almost audible. Every day, the war in Syria forces up to a
thousand refugees to Lebanon. In the Camps they lead the lives of social outcasts – life at a standstill. Adults
can’t work, children can’t go to school. “A forgotten generation grows up- poor, with no hope and robbed of
their rights”, says Jessica Mor-Camenzind (45) from Meilen ZH. She is board member of the relief
organisation “Swiss4Syria”. Her mother is from Lebanon, her father is Swiss. A large part of her family
lives in the Levant. With the president of the relief organisation, Tamer Amr, and five other board members she

on-the-spot support Syrian refugees. In April alone she has visited two Camps in the south of the country. “I
feared what I would find. Would I cry? Will I collapse?” Up to 800 refugees live in a single camp. Their tents
are not waterproof, the wind whistles through every gap. Especially in the winter the situation is disastrous. Last
winter a bitter cold wave saw babies freeze to death. “In Switzerland we collected 40 tons of clothing for the
refugees”, says Mor-Camenzind. The transport of the container was paid by the relief organisation. However, the
refugees do not only lack clothes, they don’t have running water or sanitary arrangements. In the camps there are
only two outhouses covered with canvas. In order to improve this situation “Swiss4Syria” launched a WC
(toilet) Project. 100 of constructions are planned. However, for Mor-Camenzind the schools for the refugee
children are closest to her heart. On the 1st of October the first lessons will be given. “Most important for the
parents is that they have a perspective for there children, a future.” The families need to know that they are being
looked after. The on-the-spot helps to keep the people from venturing the dangerous crossing to Europe
where they have been dying in thousands. The refugees in the Camps are tired and resigned but they are
especially grateful. “ The children collected flowers for me” remembers Jessica Mor-Camenzind, mother of two
boys. “The children who could have been begging because they have nothing, well, they gave something to me.”
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