
Colleen Wall Darby – Artist Statement
(Collage and acrylic on stretched canvas.)

Being born and raised in a hard working city like Buffalo, New York,

meant that the idea of growing up to be an artist was a far fetched

dream. When I realized that, I tucked away my paintbrushes and settled

into a safe career in advertising. I plodded along for 20 years, illustrating,

designing and creating ad campaigns to sell everything from industrial

hose to anti-snoring devices. While I enjoyed a successful career, one day

I found myself wondering, “What is my life’s purpose?” Serendipitously,

the very next morning, I received an email for a call for artists to work in

an arts in healthcare initiative. I knew that I wanted to be a part of this. I

responded immediately, dusted off my paintbrushes, and soon went to

work on the oncology floor at Women’s & Children’s Hospital of Buffalo.

For the first time in my life, I was able to use my talent to help others and

to make a positive difference in the world. My time spent working with

patients and their families brought out a new sensitivity in both my self

and my art. Inspired by those experiences, I went back to the studio with

a new vision. Now I use my ability to see the beauty in nature, combined

with my love of typography and my appreciation for the written word, to

create my inspirational paintings. I hope to engage my audience on a

deeper level; to leave them feeling positive and uplifted.

I collage with vintage papers, old maps, computer generated typography, and

magazine clippings, then layer with a wash of acrylic paint. The subject matter

is inspired by an image, a quote or simply a feeling that I want to convey.
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Colleen Wall Darby is an inspirational artist and internationally recognized creativity expert. 
She is a registered Healing Artist, a member of the Global Alliance for Arts and Health, and 
a former Artist in Residence with the University of Buffalo’s Arts in Healthcare Program. She’s 
been in magazines, on the radio, and on podcasts from faraway places like Australia, New 
Zealand, the UK, as well as, here in the states. Colleen ran the 5th most funded Kickstarter 
campaigns in WNY, A View for a Room: Transforming Healthcare Spaces. 

Magazines:  
“The Adult Coloring Craze Continues And There Is No End In Sight.” Forbes Magazine 2/4/2016 
“Art Just for the Heath of it” Unity Magazine  
“Cultivating Our Creativity” Unity Magazine 

Podcasts: 
Healthy Living with Patti Green  
Live an Awesome Life with Patti Green  
Your Next Chapter with Angela Raspass  
The Wide Awake Show with Eloa Atkins 
Starters Club, Tip Tuesday- Secrets of a Successful Kickstarter Campaign 
 
Radio: 
Victorious Women with Annmarie Kelly, WCHE Radio AM 1520, 4/8/16 
Stand out Women Radio with Leanne Mulchaly  
 

Fun Facts:  
She was a muralist for the TV show, Extreme Makeover Home Edition, Powell family episode. 
Colleen was voted Buffalo Celebrates Women, 2012 Woman of the Year..
She has licensed her artwork to major retailers and her children’s art has been published in 
books, annuals and magazines. 
Colleen’s paintings can be found in medical facilities, corporate spaces and homes. 
Colleen created programing and leads “Art of Healing” workshops. 
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