
Our 2016 Fundraiser Sponsors:

Abode Communities Architecture, Atwater Crossing Arts & Innovation Complex , Cerrell Associates, Councilman Joe Buscaino, Coun-
cilman Mitch Englander, Cyndi Hubach, David De La Torre, Don Larson, Genesis LA, Glen Dake, Janice Jerde, Jonathan Criss, Klub 
Gymnastics, Linear City Development, Marcia Choo, Mia & Michael Lehrer, Mia Lehrer + Associates, Moses Kagan, Northridge Sparkle 
Campaign, Opportunity Fund, Priscilla Fraser, Rick Cole, Self-Help Federal Credit Union, Vera R. Campbell Foundation, Veronica Perez & 
Associates, Victor A. Regnier Fund, Vinit Mukhija, Woodbury School of Architecture, YimbyLA

Holiday Neighborhood Market

Frogtown is full of artists, writers, jewelry and craft 
makers. To celebrate their work, we hosted a fun, family- 
friendly holiday market featuring 20+ vendors and 
delicious local food. Our local celebrity Bob hosted a 
Santa photo booth featuring kayaks along the river.The 
event was free to participate and attracted 100+ visitors, 
many of whom were neighbors excited to connect with 
one another.
         
This project was funded by River LA and Council District 
13. The event was such a hit that we plan on hosting one 
again next year!

Frogtown Art Walk

For the 10th annual Frogtown Artwalk and our third 
year in a row, we designed a marker system to showcase 
each one of the vendors. Our design was inspired by the 
front yards of our neighbors that are often filled with 
wild succulents and cacti. Playing off of this informal 
wayfinding and identification system that already exists 
in the neighborhood, we created a set of cacti-inspired 
numbers using pegboard and EL wire. The numbers were 
lit up after dark and were given to the artwalk hosts to 
have afterwards.

This project was funded by the Elysian Valley Arts 
Collective. Our team always donates our fabrication, 
installation, and design time for this event that celebrates 
our collective artistic community. 

El Atacor # 8

Along a busy stretch on Whittier Blvd, El Atacor # 8 
was hard to spot. To help Mr. Jose Duena attract more 
customers, we created a new logo and signage that 
reflects the Mexican cuisine that inspires his menu. With 
the addition of new healthy food items, we redesigned 
his menu so customers can see and easily understand all  
of their options. 

This project is funded by Fresh Works and in partnership 
with Enrique Huerta and Love Life, Eat Well. Next time 
you’re in east LA, make sure to stop by and grab a meal 
off their new menu!

L.A. Grocery

In an area with limited options for healthy food, Mr. 
Millium Sium’s market will be a welcoming option to 
residents along Western Avenue in south Los Angeles. 
L.A. Grocery is transforming this store from snack shop 
into a healthy market offering fresh produce. Our team 
re-designed both his interior and exterior, with a new 
shelving system and signage.

This project is funded by Fresh Works and in partnership 
with LA Food Policy Council, Team Friday, and Vermont 
Slauson Economic Development Corporation. Stay tuned 
for an official unveiling in early 2017. 

Rio Vistas Murals

To reflect the history and landscape of Frogtown, our 
team designed a series of murals along the L.A. River 
that honors the industries that have left and the new 
uses that have arrived. These monochromatic murals are 
on three street ends and occupy five walls. Supergraphic 
in nature, these murals were painted by community 
members and volunteers and will be easy to maintain.  

This project is funded by River LA as part of their Rio 
Vistas program to celebrate access to the LA River. Our 
office is next to the wall with the frog, come by and say 
hi!
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25% Foundation Support*

15% In Kind Donations 

55% Project Fees

About Us

LA-Más is an urban design non-profit 
that helps lower-income and underserved 

communities shape their future through policy 
and architecture. We envision a world where 
city growth is equitable and self-directed — 
where the best local solutions are brought to 

a city-wide scale.

Projects

With the support of the Durfee Foundation & WHH Foundation, we created our first ever 
strategic plan. To start, we refined our mission to reflect our commitment to help lower-
income & under-served communities shape their future. Plus, we focused our blend of 
expertise on policy and architecture.

Today, our cross-disciplinary work means we are pushing the boundaries of existing policy, 
designing high-impacts project that are built at a low cost, ensuring meaningful community 
engagement, and using pilot projects to advocate for greater investment. It’s more than a 
new building and pretty paint. It’s more than beautiful graphics and bright colors. It’s more 
than a community meeting that has a lot of people.

Our work requires us to understand the communities we work in - to listen first and to 
respect what’s there. We never come to the table with a baked solution - rather, we problem 
solve by breaking the rules, building trust, and creating new partnerships.

On Avalon Small Business Support

Our work on Avalon Blvd. continued with the launch of 
a program to support local businesses in Wilmington. 
After canvassing 60+ businesses, we provided a dozen 
entrepreneurs with business assistance, ranging from 
new websites to permitting support. Several received 
new storefronts with new signage, facades, landscaping 
and amenities.

This project is sponsored by Councilman Joe Buscaino 
to strengthen the commercial heart of Wilmington and 
promote local economy. Small businesses along Avalon 
Blvd are getting more visitors from their neighborhood 
than ever before!

Exploring Housing Affordability

Accessory Dwelling Units

We believe that accessory dwelling units (ADUs) can 
be a meaningful typology that addresses our housing 
crisis. We are designing a 1,000 sq. ft two bedroom 
ADU in Highland Park that will be affordably built and 
contextual to the history and architecture surrounding it, 
while meeting the requirements of one of the most strict 
Historic Preservation Overlay Zone standards in the City.

This project is supported by the Mayor’s Innovation 
Team, Council District 1, and Genesis LA. We are also 
working on ensuring that the city’s new ADU policy will 
enable more homeowners to build their own. Stay tuned 
for a tour in summer of 2017. 

Hollywood Pop! 

A vacant lot on the southwest corner of Ivar and Selma in 
the heart of Hollywood was transformed into a welcoming 
corner park. Our team blurred the lines between public 
and private space with an installation featuring seating, 
signage, and shade. As a year long laboratory to test 
ideas on what the future of park space looks like in the 
area, Hollywood residents and visitors are encouraged 
to share their feedback.

This project is funded by the Sunset & Vine Business 
Improvement District. Next time you’re at the Hollywood 
Farmer’s Market, check out Hollywood Pop!

Supporting 

Small 

Businesses

Housing Workshops

Through a development agreement between USC and 
the City of Los Angeles, the communities around USC 
have been allocated $10 million dollars to address rising 
housing costs. Informed by over two dozen community 
organizations in south LA, we designed three interactive 
and informative open house events to solicit community 
feedback on how funding can best be spent and have 
the greatest impact. 

This project is funded by the Los Angeles Housing & 
Community Investment Department (HCIDLA) and in 
partnership with ELP Advisors. The final report will be 
out in early 2017 and our hope is that City deploys funds 
shortly after.

ANNUAL 
REPORT

In 2016, a lot happened.

we 
focused 
on three 
areas of 
work...

We’ve worked to refocus the potential 
of the public realm of our city in creative 
ways that reflect the eccentricities of 
each community and promote a vibrant, 
local economy. 

We explored various affordable housing 
alternatives through accessory dwelling 
units and faciliated community imput to 
make sure $10 million of housing funds 
will be well spent in south LA.

We are continuing to work in our back yard of Frogtown on projects that promote our 
local businesses, our creative neighbors, and our evolving community identity.  As a young 
urban design non-profit, we are also figuring out how we want to grow while we continue 
to use architecture and design to pilot policy changes at a city-wide scale. We appreciate 
your support and look forward to working together in 2017!

Elizabeth Timme & Helen Leung 
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Working in our Backyard

In Wilmington, we piloted our Small Business Support Program by 
offering over a dozen businesses operational and design support, 
which we will be doing more of in 2017 throughout the city. 

Our 
2016
Team

Ross Hansen
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 Manager

*A Very Special Thanks to:

• Hegardt Foundation
• WHH Foundation
• Durfee Foundation 

Fuzzy Urbanism | Inspired by Hollywood Pop!, we hosted 
a diverse panel discussion in Hollywood to discuss how 
the the public and private realm could be reimagined in 
Los Angeles. 

2017

Block Party | Our second annual fundraiser celebrated 
our favorite partners. Food, beer, and music were 
provided by local friends and transformed our otherwise 
desolate parking lot into the place to be!

EventHighlights

We’ve got a few projects in the 
works for 2017: grants, local project 
partnerships, and city-wide initatives. 
We are excited to see what this year 
holds in store for us!

Great Streets Challenge Grant 
We are excited to team up again with the Great Streets Studio. This time, rather 
than being a  grantee, we will serve as the economic development consultant to 
ensure that small businesses and the pedestrian experience are supported. We 
look forward to working with seven community partners across the city.

Go Ave 26 
In November of last year we recieved a grant for $147,850 from TransitCenter, a 
national foundation focused on urban mobility. This year, in partnership with over 
a dozen organizations, we will be testing design strategies that will welcome and 
encourage pedestrian activity and public transit use in Lincoln Heights & Cypress 
Park.

Healthy Market Conversions 
In partnership with the Los Angeles Food Policy Council and Fresh Works, we will 
be providing design support for a handful of businesses throughout the city that 
will soon provide healthy food options.

Wayfinding in Wilmington 
With a Community Impact Grant from the Port of L.A., we will be creating a 
wayfinding signage system that better connects the commercial core of Avalon 
Blvd with the water’s edge at the port.

Vision Zero 
We are excited to have been selected as a community-based outreach and education 
partner by the Dept. of Transportation and Dept. of Cultural Affairs. Stay tuned for 
our work along Adams Blvd between Hauser & Crenshaw Blvd.

Wilmington Art Walk | To celebrate it’s one year 
anniversary, we unveiled several new storefronts along 
Avalon Blvd by providing bilingual small business maps 
and colorful sandwich boards to interested businesses.

5% Private Donations 


