Professional development...by teachers, for teachers… est. 1984

Spring 2018

Greater Capital Region Teacher Center for Effective Teaching, 512 Albany Shaker Rd, Albany, NY 12211 · 518.489.0568 · www.GCRTC.org

GCRTC is proud to announce three innovative new courses for the spring.
Each course topic was identified through our 2017-2018 Needs Assessment of
constituent teachers, is based on the latest in research and pulls together a team of
content area experts who will collaboratively facilitate the learning experiences.
IMPROVING PARENT ENGAGEMENT TO IMPROVE STUDENT
SUCCESS IN STEAM
It is well known that increased parent involvement leads to
increased student success. But, there are many barriers to having an
effective partnership between parents and teachers. Join educators
and parents in this professional learning community to share best
practices, learn about innovative technology tools, and discover ways to increase
parent involvement in all areas, especially STEAM fields. Description on page 4.
Location: In-person (Colonie High School) and online—Total of 15 hours
Dates: In-Person Sessions: 3/13 & 3/27		
Times: 4:30 - 6:30 pm
Registration: https://goo.gl/PA47uR
COLLABORATION TO SUPPORT STUDENT LEARNING:
A COURSE FOR TEACHERS AND TEACHING ASSISTANTS
This course covers topics central to supporting students with disabilities and English
Language Learners in all learning environments: small group instructional strategies;
understanding assessment; strategies for collaboration; planning for students with
social/emotional challenges; students living in poverty; and creating a school culture
that supports collaboration. Teacher and Teaching Assistant teams are encouraged to
attend together, but not required for participation in the course. All participants will
be able to take information and materials back to their contexts to share with others.
Location: (Choose one of two locations) Schalmont High School—Distance Learning
Lab or Fort Ann School—Distance Learning Lab
Dates: 1/30, 2/13, 2/27, 3/13, 3/20 (Tues) Snow date: 4/17
Times: 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Registration: SHS https://goo.gl/XSUGeD or Fort Ann: https://goo.gl/QprQRT
ENGAGING STUDENTS THROUGH AUTHENTIC LEARNING IN THE HUMANITIES
Project-Based Learning supports student growth, questioning, understanding and
curiosity, regardless of the content area. If you have ever wondered how to teach
using a PBL model in your humanities classroom, this is the course for you! The
course will be broken into two parts: three in-person sessions and an online portion.
Location: In-person sessions at Shaker Rd. ES, Online portion through Schoology
Dates: 2/27-5/1 In-Person Sessions: 3/1, 3/8 & 5/3 (Thurs)
Times: 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Registration: https://goo.gl/rYDBrn
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TECHNOLOGY
TIMESAVING TIPS AND TRICKS FOR
USING GOOGLE TOOLS (ONLINE)
Teachers will learn how to use G Suites for Education and other
Google tools to enhance learning, improve workflow and gain back
time throughout a busy school day.
Location: Asynchronous Online
Dates: 3/7 - 4/19
Times: Asynchronous Online
Facilitator: Barbra Drasby, Google Certified Trainer, Greenville CSD
Registration: https://goo.gl/iKBCCU

GET GOING WITH G SUITE K-12
Are you excited to implement G Suite projects in your classroom, but don’t know where
to begin? In this class teachers will dive deeper with G Suite to learn the tricks and be
able navigate G Suite with ease. Participants will be able to choose topics covered which
could include: Google Docs, Slides, Sheets, Forms, Advanced Search, Sites, Mail, Addons, extensions, & Google Sites. Participants will be introduced to the SAMR model, app
smashing, Google Earth, See Saw, Mystery Skypes, virtual field trips and be able to create
hands-on projects to use immediately in the classroom so have in mind a unit you would like
to enhance.
Location: Mohonasen High School LGI
Dates: 1/17, 1/31, 2/7, 2/28, 3/14, 4/11, 4/25, 5/9
Facilitator: Christine Altomer, Mohonasen CSD

Times: 4 - 6 pm, (5/9 4 - 5 pm)
Registration: https://goo.gl/ga1C1F

G SUITE FOR DIGITAL ASSESSMENT (ONLINE)
Through this course, teachers will be using G Suites to explore different types of assessment
that can be utilized throughout the school year. Sessions will be geared toward K-12 and
can be used in any content area. No previous experience using G Suites is required, however
access to G Suites is necessary.
Teachers will be able to use a variety of G Suite tools effectively in their classroom to assess
their students in both summative and formative assessments. Teachers will collaborate with
others to help support their learning and implementation of G Suite tools.
Location: Asynchronous Online
Dates: 2/1 - 3/22
Times: Asynchronous Online using Schoology
Facilitator: Elizabeth Quell, Greenville CSD
Registration: https://goo.gl/txDrRd

SUPPORTING THE 4 C’S WITH G SUITE
Teachers will explore a variety of methods for using Google to support creativity,
collaboration, critical thinking, and communication skills. Opportunities will be provided to
explore using Google tools as students along with creating lessons for classroom usage.
Location: Asynchronous Online
Dates: 1/18 - 3/8
Times: Asynchronous Online
Facilitator: Barbra Drasby, Google Certified Trainer & Laurie Guyon, Schuylerville CSD
Registration: https://goo.gl/BHWsAL

TECH, TIPS, TRICKS, AND TIDBITS (K-5)
It’s almost midway through the school year. It’s time to re-energize your teaching by
integrating technology into your classroom! In this course, you will discover the endless
possibilities of using technology in your classroom and develop new ways to bring your
curriculum to life in engaging and powerful ways. There will be something for all ability and
comfort levels in this hands-on and collaborative course. Each session will include tips, tricks,
and tidbits for you as a teacher to manage and organize your workflow. Each session will also
include tips, tricks, and tidbits about how to integrate technology into your classroom for
your students.
Topics include Exploring G-Suite Apps including Gmail, Google Docs, Google Drawings,
Google Slides, and more; Documenting student learning with digital portfolios using
Seesaw; Updating your classroom libraries with QR codes; Using coding and robots in the
classroom; STEAM lessons ...and more!
Location: Westmere Elementary School, Library
Dates: 1/11, 1/25, 2/8, 3/8, 3/22, (Thurs.)
Times: 4 - 7 pm
Facilitator: Sarah Richardson, First Grade Teacher and Seesaw Ambassador
Registration: https://goo.gl/yHoUnc

GOOGLE EXTENSIONS, APPS AND ADD-ONS THAT
ENHANCE LEARNING AND IMPROVE EFFICIENCY IN
THE CLASSROOM
G Suite (Google Classroom, Google Drive, Google Docs, etc) have transformed education.
This workshop will give you time to explore extensions, apps, and add-ons that will allow
you and your students to continue to enhance the learning experience in your classroom.
Automatically create bibliographies, translate websites, enable text to be read aloud, and
much more.
Location: South Colonie CSD - TBA
Dates: 2/26, 3/5, 3/12
Times: 4:30 - 7:00 pm
Facilitator: Ryan Proper, Taconic Hills CSD
Registration: https://goo.gl/h4ADQB

TECHNOLOGY TOOLS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY
CLASSROOM (ONLINE)
Digital worksheets, interactive presentation tools, and virtual field trips are readily available
to use in our classrooms. During this online course, participants will explore tools, collaborate
with peers, and create their own digital curriculum. Each week, participants will complete a
series of tasks at their own pace including online discussions with peers.
Location: South Colonie CSD - TBA
Dates: 2/7 (initial meeting) and Asynchronous Online
Times: 4:30 - 6:30 pm
Facilitator: Ryan Proper, Taconic Hills CSD
Registration: https://goo.gl/sWBLyH

SOCIAL MEDIA AND BUILDING YOUR PLN
Twitter, Instagram, and Snapchat have one thing in common: engagement. Your students,
and many of your colleagues are leveraging these social media sites to learn and collaborate,
to connect with others, and share ideas. Building your Personal Learning Network will help
you grow as an educator in ways you never thought possible. Learn about Twitter Chats,
Book and Math Snaps, and how to use visual literacy in your classroom.
Location: TBA
Dates: 4/11
Times: 4:30 - 6:30 pm
Facilitator: Laurie Guyon, Schuylerville CSD

FACULTY & STAFF
Valerie Lovelace
Executive Director
valerie@teachers-center.org
Amy Carinci
Program Support Specialist
amy@teachers-center.org
Cassidy O’Brien
Office Assistant
cassidy@teachers-center.org
Jennifer Allard
Teacher Leadership Coach for
Social Studies
jennifer@teachers-center.org
Geoff Bizan
Teacher Leadership Coach for
Technology Integration
geoff@teachers-center.org
Liz Daley
Teacher Leadership Coach for
Special Education
liz@teachers-center.org
David Fields
Teacher Leadership Coach for
Mathematics
dave@teachers-center.org
Lorena Hurst
Teacher Leadership Coach for
Elementary Education
lorena@teachers-center.org
Kate Jarrard
Teacher Leadership Coach for
Visual and Performing Arts
kate@teachers-center.org
Mary Ann Nickloy
Teacher Leadership Coach for
Mathematics
maryann@teachers-center.org
Gretchen Oliver, Ph.D.
Teacher Leadership Coach for
English as a New Language
gretchen@teachers-center.org
Tiffany Phelps
Program Specialist
Teacher Leadership Coach for
World Language
tiffany@teachers-center.org
James St. Denis
Teacher Leadership Coach for Science
james@teachers-center.org

Registration: https://goo.gl/GsPGky
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NEARPOD PRESENTATIONS
Learn about an amazing presentation tool that allows for you to control the devices in your classroom. It also includes virtual
reality, collaboration, formative assessment, and so much more. Learn about what Nearpod is, how it can be used, and delve
into the already made content. We will also spend time creating our own presentations that you can bring right back to your
classroom. Bring with you an already made powerpoint or Google slidedeck presentation to bring to life, or bring ideas that you
would like to create into presentations to build curriculum in a new and innovative way. Students will love the interactive activities
and be blown away by the virtual field trips. Please plan on bring a device to this session as this is a collaborative workshop.
Location: TBA
Dates: 3/8 and 3/15
Facilitator: Laurie Guyon, Schuylerville CSD

Times: 4:30 - 6:30 pm
Registration: https://goo.gl/T8rCFQ

INQUIRY BASED LEARNING (ONLINE)
Do you want to nurture your student’s passions and talents? Do you want to increase motivation and engagement in the
classroom? Then this workshop is for you. Over the three sessions we will discuss how student empowerment, choice, and
voice will teach grit, perseverance, and foster a growth mindset. During the sessions we will discuss what is Genius Hour,
20% Time, Passion Projects, and more through examples, articles, and research. By the end of the last session, you will feel
comfortable allowing students to take ownership in their learning to reach their goals, and you will be able to help them
research in meaningful ways. Your students want to ask and answer the Ungoogleable questions. Using inquiry based learning
will deepen your student’s understanding beyond memorization. Foster creativity and a love for learning with this model.
Location: Asynchronous Online
Dates: 1/29 - 2/12
Facilitator: Laurie Guyon, Schuylerville CSD

Times: Asynchronous Online
Registration: https://goo.gl/pgmkvA

ARDUINO WORKSHOP
This 1-day short course will introduce you to the Arduino world. Arduino is a popular,
inexpensive and powerful family of open-source single-board microcontrollers based
on an easy-to-use hardware and software. Microcontrollers control everything from our
thermostat to our car engines. In this course you will learn how to install and program the
Arduino, how to interact with sensors, LED’s, motors and other electronic devices. Several
projects will be introduced that you can use in your classroom activities, and you can take
home an Arduino board to be used in your classes.
Location: SUNY Polytechnic Institute, Albany Campus
Dates: 4/28 (Sat)
Times: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Facilitator: Jonathan Ashdown(NEATEC instructor) and Abe Michelen (Managing Director)
Registration: https://goo.gl/cV8RNc

IMPROVING PARENT ENGAGEMENT TO IMPROVE SUCCESS IN STEAM
It is well known that increased parent involvement leads to increased student success. Join educators and parents in this
professional learning community to share best practices, learn about innovative technology tools, and discover ways to
increase parent involvement in all areas, especially STEAM fields.
Participants will work together to: determine and share specific needs of subgroups of participants, discuss current research
and best practices in the field, develop interactive homework assignments designed to encourage parent involvement, use
technology tools to develop and provide parents with resources to help support their children in all levels—from elementary
to upper level STEAM courses.
Location: Colonie High School and Online for a total of 15 hours
Dates: 3/13 and 3/27
Times: 4:30 - 6:30 pm and Asynchronous Online
Facilitators: Geoff Bizan (Technology) , David Fields (Math), James St. Denis (Science)
Registration: https://goo.gl/PA47uR
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MATHEMATICS
TEACHING SECONDARY MATH WITH
TECHNOLOGY
Do you have 1-to-1 devices available to your math classroom? Do you want to be able
to use those devices to improve instruction? First, come get an overview of some easy to use resources - all FREE - and useful in a
math classroom. (two 1.5 hour sessions)
Then, return to learn more about MyOpenMath.com (two 2.25 hour sessions). Are you an instructor who wants to adopt an
open textbook, or feel online interactive homework is valuable, but don’t want your students to have to pay an additional fee?
MyOpenMath is designed for mathematics, providing delivery of homework, quizzes, and tests with rich mathematical content.
Students can receive immediate feedback on algorithmically generated questions with numerical or algebraic expression answers.
And it can do so much more, providing a full course management system, including file posting, discussion forums, and a full
gradebook, all designed with mathematics in mind. Participants will be reading textbooks, watching videos, answering questions
and more! Bring earbuds or headphones!
Next, see what you can do as an instructor! Participants will see how to create a course from pre-made templates, and how to
modify the template to suit your needs, and the needs of your students.
Location: Colonie High School
Date: 2/1, 2/15, 3/1, 3/15
Times: Sessions 1 & 2: 4:15 - 5:45pm; Sessions 3 & 4: 4:15 - 6:30pm
Facilitator: Vivian Donnelly
Registration: https://goo.gl/MWPQwB

DESMOS.COM - MORE THAN A CALCULATOR!
Begin by learning how to use the FREE graphing calculator and PRE-MADE activities by desmos.com for
the MATH classroom. Then, take advantage of an introduction to desmos.com CUSTOM ACTIVITIES and
how can they be used in ANY classroom. We’ll start by demonstrating the activity running as a student.
Learn how to create an account and then a custom lesson. Create a slide show with some basic
formative question types such as multiple choice, select all that apply, short answer, insert note, insert
media, card sorts, inserting links to other programs and more! Then, stay on board for more desmos.
com CUSTOM ACTIVITIES and how can they be used specifically in the MATH classroom. The focus will
be on creating slides with graphs for mathematics. Finally, learn what desmos.com POLYGRAPH activities are and how can they
be used in ANY classroom. You’ll play a round of polygraphs with the group so that everyone can see how it works from both the
student and the teacher perspective. Create a game based on your content. Join us for all or part of this 7.5 hour course!
Location: Colonie Central High School
Date: 3/29, 4/12, 4/26, 5/10
Times: Sessions 1 & 2: 4:15 - 5:45pm; Sessions 3 & 4: 4:15 - 6:30pm
Facilitator: Vivian Donnelly
Registration: https://goo.gl/dUs3Vs

WRITE-ON! MATH BY ROBERT GERVER - BOOK STUDY
This Book Study will start with an in-person meeting with the author, Robert Gerver, who was recently
inducted into the New York State Mathematics Educators Hall Of Fame. You will be receiving a copy of the
book at the first session. Write On Math is a program that offers specific strategies and projects designed to
keep your students engaged during math class, strengthen their mathematics, and teach them technical
writing skills. For example, the program teaches students systematically how to take better notes in math
class. Total concentration is a prerequisite to learning how to take better notes. Therefore, a by-product of
taking better notes is staying focused in class. Write On Math will improve the way you present material to
your students in class and on your handouts.
Location: TBA
Date: 3/8 (Thurs),then asynchronous online 3/9 - 5/24
Facilitator: Robert Gerver and Mary Ann Nickloy		

Times: 4:30 - 7:00 pm
Registration: https://goo.gl/U9yV5Z
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BALANCING THE EQUATION - BOOK STUDY
The first meeting will cover the basics of membership in an online community, establish norms for
participants, and you will be receiving a copy of the book at the first session . Using the text as a guide,
participants will spend the remaining time exploring the book with asynchronous posts and reactions to
one another’s posts. This NCTM publication is a guide to school Mathematics for Educators and Parents/
School Board Members . The book is broken into two parts. Part 1 the primary audience is educators, but
is of interest to parents as they understand the need for change from what was traditionally taught. Part
2 the primary audience is parents, but educators can find information to deepen their understanding of
mathematical literacy, insight into instruction, and how to more effectively communicate with parents.
Location: Mohonasen CSD, Draper Middle School Library
Date: 1/22 (Mon), then asynchronous online 1/23 - 4/23 Times: 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Facilitator: Mary Ann Nickloy Registration: https://goo.gl/C1VZxL

FINANCIAL LITERACY AND REAL WORLD MATHEMATICS - YEAR-LONG COPLANNING - SPRING SEMESTER
Sign on to co-plan and share in the resources of teachers who have built this course from the ground up over the past seven years.
The facilitator will share lessons and activities as they are taught, weekly throughout the year, ON-LINE. In return, participants will
offer feedback, improvements, and occasional additions. The focus will be on an engaging, useful, and interesting math experience
suitable for any level of student. In large part personal finance, this course places a heavy emphasis on banking, investing, personal
income tax, mortgage, property taxes, and automotive finance. Other topics include real world geometry, accident investigation,
geographical measurement, and statistical history and prediction. The course requires that students have semi-frequent access to
Excel or Google Sheets. Jump on board and co-plan the course for use now, or in the future!
Location: Asynchronous Online - Google Classroom and/or Schoology.com
Dates & Times: asynchronous; semester-long on-line (36 credit hours)
Facilitator: Erin Botta
Registration: https://goo.gl/rvKuBU

MATH 3-5 COMMON CORE SUPPORT NETWORK FONDA
Join us as we share ideas, breaking news, resources, and opportunities regarding
elementary Math. Our goal is to successfully create a “regional elementary math
department.” Avoid planning in isolation and be a part of this professional community. Now
that the CCLS have been implemented and exams have been administered, we can shift
from stressful uncertainty - to collaboration with more clarity. News and resources will continue to evolve - let’s get together
and continue the journey!
Location: Fonda-Fultonville Elementary School
Dates: 1/4, 1/18, 2/8, 3/1, 4/12, 5/10, 5/31 (Thurs) (open enrollment-join anytime) Time: 4:15 - 6:00 pm
Facilitator: Amy Mulyca Registration: https://goo.gl/K96jvt

CDAMS 2017-2018 (CAPITAL DISTRICT AREA MATHEMATICS SUPERVISORS)
CDAMS is a professional learning community focused on all aspects of mathematics education, including the Common Core,
diverse learners, technology integration and just about anything that makes math more accessible for all learners, teachers and
students included. You do not have to be a “supervisor” to come to the meetings. Join us for as many sessions as possible. Each
one features a timely topic of interest to attendees. Dinner is always included and the only cost is an annual $5 membership fee.
District POs may be made out to: HMVAMA (please include CDAMS in the memo area) c/o Danielle Bouton-Wales, 3 Princess
Pine Drive, Clifton Park, NY 12065
Location: Siena College -Lonnstrom Hall (Formerly Serra Hall)
Dates: 2/7, 3/12, 5/7 Times: 4:30 - 7:30 pm
Facilitator: Heidi Bromley, Danielle Bouton-Wales, and Mary Ann Nickloy		
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Registration: https://goo.gl/E2WtwZ

MATH 6-8 COMMON CORE SUPPORT NETWORK
This study group will share information and resources concerning Common Core Mathematics. Come collaborate with other
teachers who have the same passion and drive. We will be working in grade level groups; participants will collaborate, research,
and share resources for the Common Core curriculum. We will be adding to our assessment question bank to create common
assessments to inform and modify instruction. Support groups will meet in 3 different Capital Region areas but will collaborate
and share materials with participants throughout the region. This year’s focus will be to work on a separate learning standard at
each meeting.
Location: Colonie High School
Dates: 1/9, 2/6, 3/6, 4/10, 5/1, 6/5(Tues) (open enrollment-join anytime) Times: 4:15 - 6:15 pm
Facilitator: Mary Ann Nickloy Registration: https://goo.gl/8yegnm
Location: Fonda-Fultonville Middle School
Dates: 1/4, 2/8, 3/1, 4/12, 5/10, 5/31 (Thurs) (open enrollment-join anytime) Times: 4:15 - 6:15 pm
Facilitator: Mary Ann Nickloy Registration: hhttps://goo.gl/k6zNaL
Location: Glens Falls High School
Dates: 1/18, 2/15, 3/15, 4/19, 5/17 (Thurs) (open enrollment-join anytime) Times: 4:15 - 6:15 pm
Facilitator: Mary Ann Nickloy Registration: https://goo.gl/vbWctr

GEOMETRY & ALGEBRA 2 REGIONAL MATH DEPARTMENT / PLC
Join our “Regional Math Department” for Geometry & Algebra 2 as we further decrypt the standards and explore resources
together. Dozens came together in various regional locations over the past three years to learn the new curriculum and share
materials. Escape the stress of working in isolation and jump on board now that we have more information. The platform
this school year will be every-other-month physical meetings, staggered with online sharing in-between, via the learning
management system, Schoology.
Location: Colonie High School
Dates: 2/6, 4/10, 6/5; plus asynchronous sharing online Times: 4:15 pm - 5:45 pm
Facilitator: Michelle Riley; Jon Zehnder Registration: https://goo.gl/nwDomG
Location: Fonda-Fultonville Middle School
Dates: 2/8, 4/12, 5/31; plus asynchronous sharing online Times: 4:15 pm - 5:45 pm
Facilitator: Stanley Buyce, Dave Fields Registration: https://goo.gl/zyvtbz

ALGEBRA 2 REGIONAL MATH DEPARTMENT / PLC - CATSKILL
Join our “Regional Math Department” for Algebra 2 as we further decrypt the standards and explore resources together. Dozens
came together in various regional locations over the past three years to learn the new curriculum and share materials. Escape the
stress of working in isolation and jump on board now that we have more information. The platform this school year will be everyother-month physical meetings, staggered with online sharing in-between, via the learning management system, Schoology.
Location: Colonie High School
Dates: 2/3, 4/10, 6/12; plus asynchronous sharing online Times: 4:00 - 6:00 pm
Facilitator: Jim Maccaline Registration: https://goo.gl/yQmbZm

INTRODUCTION TO STATISTICAL PROCESS CONTROL (SPC)
This 1-day workshop is an introduction to SPC. SPC is a key element to any successful quality
program in manufacturing. Participants will gain the fundamental knowledge necessary
to implement SPC and a practical knowledge of using statistical methods in analyzing the
production and service processes.
Location: SUNY Polytechnic Institute, Albany Campus
Dates: 4/14 (Sat)
Times: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Facilitator: Jonathan Ashdown(NEATEC instructor) and Abe Michelen (Managing Director)
Registration: https://goo.gl/if1aYX
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59TH ANNUAL HMVAMC CONFERENCE
This conference will offer programs in not only math but STEM areas including Computer Science
and Robotics. There will be four K-12 sessions throughout the day that will provided exciting and
interesting ideas to bring back to your school or district. These are amazing times to be involved in
mathematics/STEM education. We have the opportunity to help all of our students to become college
and career ready and get them ready for 21st Century careers. The Hudson-Mohawk Valley Area
Mathematics Association is proud to lead the way in supporting teachers and leaders as together
we forge ahead with the implementation of the new NYS Next Generation Learning Standards
in Mathematics. I’m sure you will find the ideas and support that you need at this conference to
continue to transform your own classroom, school, district, or community.
Location: Burnt Hills - Ballston Lake High School
Date: 3/24 (Sat) Time: 8:00 am - 2:00 pm
Facilitator: HMVAMC Presenters		
Registration for CTLE Certificate: https://goo.gl/uvrHps
SEE ALSO: ELL AND NEW STANDARDS BOOK STUDY on page 19
		BEYOND CO-TEACHING BASICS BOOK STUDY on page 22

SAVE THE DATE! MATH BUS TRIP TO NYC 11/17/18

Contact maryann@teachers-center.org for more information.

SCIENCE
ELEMENTARY SCIENCE KITS - WEATHER UNIT
This hands-on workshop will provide participants with training on using a classroom weather kit to cover
science content in your elementary classroom. Learn activities and demonstrations using science to
cover Common Core and ELA. A working lunch will be provided. All participants will leave with a binder,
thumb drive, and an amazing classroom weather kit for your building. Facilitators will also provide ongoing email support.
Location: Acadia Middle School (Shenendehowa), Room A111
Date: 3/10
Times: 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
Facilitator: NY State Master Teachers Registration: https://goo.gl/1WLNex

THE NEW SCIENCE STANDARDS IN THE SECONDARY CLASSROOM
Tricia Shelton from the National Science Teachers Association (NSTA) will share her experiences implementing 3 dimensional
teaching and learning in the high school setting. Ms. Shelton was most recently a HS Science Teacher in Kentucky – a state
that is a few years ahead of New York in new standards implementations. Tricia has worked with state science leaders and the
Capital Region BOCES is thrilled to bring her to our area to share her work.
This course will include communication of the essential aspects of 3-Dimensional learning in the Framework; construct an
explanation on how practices, core ideas, and crosscutting concepts should be integrated for instruction; analyze lessons and
student work for evidence of providing students opportunities to develop and use all three dimensions; evaluate how useful
phenomena are to drive student learning; and design lessons and units that are coherent and student-centered.
Location: Capital Region BOCES, 900 Watervliet Shaker Road, Albany
Date: 3/1, 3/2 Times: 8:30 am - 3:00 pm
Fee: $235 (Sponsored by Cap Reg BOCES. Open to all.)
Facilitator: Tricia Shelton, National Science Teachers Association Registration: https://goo.gl/yzidGm
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USING WILDLIFE CAMERAS TO INTEGRATE TECHNOLOGY AND NGSS
SKILLS INTO THE CLASSROOM
“Camera trapping” has become a widely used tool for monitoring wild mammal populations across the globe. At the Albany
Pine Bush Preserve, researchers have been using wildlife cameras for over five years to observe and document cryptic wildlife
for various management purposes. This research allows you to bring real-life photos and data into your classroom as a fun and
engaging way to meet the new science standards. In this multi-session program, you will actively participate in various ways
to apply camera traps in your classroom. Participants will have the opportunity to borrow a camera trap to set up a research
project at their school.
Session 1: Science staff from the Albany Pine Bush Preserve Commission will discuss the use of wildlife cameras in the Albany
Pine Bush Preserve, the analysis of photo data, and tips on how to deploy a wildlife camera. A local science teacher will share
lessons and activities that integrate the use of camera technology into the classroom.
Session 2: Dig deeper into how camera trap photos and data can be used in your classrooms to meet the new science
standards. Participants will learn how to incorporate camera data, citizen science, spreadsheet/graphing skills, and NYSSLS
engineering practices/crosscutting concepts.
Session 3: Work with teachers to continue the discussion and share results of camera trap projects in your school. The goal is to
reflect on the process and create shared photo/data resources. (asynchronous online).
Sponsored by GCRTC, Master Teacher Program - Capital Region, and Capital Region BOCES.
Location: Albany Pine Bush Preserve Discovery Center, Shenendehowa HS
Dates/Times: 8/15, 1:00 - 3:00PM; 10/9, 4:30 - 7:00pm; Asynchronous online (3 hours)
Facilitators: Pine Bush staff; Jennifer Ford, Farnsworth MS Teacher; James St. Denis, GCRTC Coach
Registration: https://goo.gl/Wixmjd

USING BIRD BANDING RESEARCH IN THE ALBANY
PINE BUSH PRESERVE TO ENGAGE STUDENTS IN
“THREE DIMENSIONAL LEARNING”
The Albany Pine Bush Preserve is home to 44 species of birds in need of conservation. The
rarity of species that call this place home along with the high quality habitat and diversity
of bird species that breed here have earned the preserve designations as both an Audubon
Important Birding Area and a NYS-DEC Bird Conservation Area. The APBP Conservation
Science Team has been banding birds in the preserve for over eight years. Birds are caught
using fine nets called mist-nets. The captured birds are then banded, sexed, aged, and
their health evaluated before being released. The data gathered from this research allows us to evaluate survivorship and
productivity as well as monitor usage of the preserve as a migration stopover.
Session 1: Meet at the APBP Discovery Center and come along on an early morning adventure to see our science team in action
as they capture and band birds! We will be walking off trail, so please dress in light colored pants, long socks to tuck pants into,
and sturdy walking shoes.
Session 2: Dive deeper into how bird banding research can be used in your classroom to provide the phenomena to spark
student questioning/investigation and meet the new science engineering practices in an engaging way.
Session 3: Work with teachers to continue the discussion and share the results of classroom implementation. (asynchronous online).
Sponsored by the GCRTC, Albany Pine Bush, and Master Teacher Program - Capital Region
Location: Albany Pine Bush Preserve Discovery Center; Shenendehowa HS
Dates/Times: 7/18 7:30 - 9:30am; 10/25 4:30 - 7:00pm
Facilitators: Pine Bush staff; James St. Denis, GCRTC Leadership Coach for Science
Registration: https://goo.gl/2SbddX
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CRISPR BOOK STUDY & RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
CRISPR may be one of the biggest breakthroughs in modern Biology, allowing scientists to specifically
edit and replace DNA. But what do you know about the process and how can you help your students
understand its importance and ethical implications?
In this 15 hour program, we will learn about CRISPR and related biology topics through a book study
of Jennifer Doudna’s A Crack in Creation: Gene Editing and the Unthinkable Power to Control
Evolution. Dr. Doudna is one of the pioneers of CRISPR and provides a clear description of the
biology behind the technique and what it could mean for gene therapy, cancer, agriculture, and our
own evolution. Topics discussed will include: Molecular biology; genetics; biotechnology, immunity,
bioethics, and evolution, among others.
As we work through the book, we will apply the knowledge to develop NGSS aligned classroom resources and activities to help
students understand this powerful tool and how it may impact their lives. We may do an actual CRISPR lab at the last session.
Participants will receive a copy of the book and develop resources to be used in their classes.
Location: Shenendehowa HS
Dates/Times: 3/6, 5/8 4:30 - 6:30 pm; Asynchronous online 3/7 - 5/7
Facilitators: James St. Denis
Registration: https://goo.gl/oaTueM

LAB DAY - PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE OF SCIENCE EDUCATION IN NY STATE
“Lab Day” is an opportunity for STEM educators to share their most exciting laboratory based activities
with their colleagues. The Capital Region Master Teachers, working in conjunction with STANYS, will offer
workshops that combine hands-on with minds-on. The professional development offered by Lab Day has
become even more important with New York State adopting their version of the Next Generation Science
Standards. These standards place a heavy emphasis on inquiry or science practices. Actual laboratory
experiences are the best way to acquire competency with these science practices.
Join the Master Teachers and STANYS as we share the best of these laboratory experiences and prepare for the future of science
education in New York State. These workshops will carry CTLE credit. The event will feature a Keynote speaker, coffee and
bagels in the morning, and a working lunch during the Tech-Slam event. Participants will receive an email regarding workshop
choices as the date approaches.
Sponsored by Master Teacher Program - Capital Region.
Location: Colonie Central High School
Date: 4/21 (Sat)		
Time: 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
Facilitator: NY State Master Teachers - Chemistry PLT

Registration: https://goo.gl/qAY5pY

NYS CAPITAL REGION YOUTH CLIMATE SUMMIT
Teams of up to 10 students from high schools and colleges in the Capital Region are invited to
participate in the second annual Capital Region Youth Climate Summit. The Summit combines
informative group sessions and workshops in a fun, yet powerful one and half day educational
experience. The goal is for your team to develop a Climate Action Plan for your school, leading to
changes in the lives and communities of young people working towards a more sustainable future.
Location: LEED Platinum; HVCC TEC-SMART Facility; 345 Hermes Road Malta, NY
Dates/Times: 3/27, 8:00-2:00pm; 3/28, 8:00-12:00pm
Facilitator: Judy Selig & Katie Calhoun
Registration: https://goo.gl/dzB5QB
SEE ALSO: ELL AND NEW STANDARDS BOOK STUDY on page 19
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NEATEC MODULE TRAINING- “NANO SAND” AND “ULTRA VIOLET RAYS
AND OPACITY”
“Nano Sand” - Students participate in activities that compare the properties of regular play sand to that of hydrophobic Nano
sand, observing the different effects water has on each and how Nano has influenced each. They are then asked to formulate
ideas on why hydrophobic sand is beneficial and in what ways it can be utilized to solve real world problems such as oil spills
and water retention during farming. This module takes place over (3) forty minute periods.
“Ultra Violet Rays and Opacity”- Using UV color changing beads, students are shown the power of UV radiation from the sun
under certain conditions and how the opacity of different materials relates to the amount of protection it provides against
UV rays. A comparison between materials enhanced by nanotechnology is also made, and the protectiveness of sunscreen
is witnessed. Transparent, translucent, and opaque are introduced as new vocabulary terms. This module takes place over (3)
forty minute periods.
Dinner will be provided. Please email: mnickloy@sunypoly.edu with food restrictions.
Location: Ravena High School, DLR
Date: 1/23 (Tues)
Time: 3:45 - 6:45 pm
Facilitator: Kelly Fahrenkopf and MaryAnn Nickloy, NEATEC Curriculum developers
Registration: https://goo.gl/hF9Uqp

NEATEC MODULE TRAINING- “NOW THAT’S TINY” AND “NANO-TEX FABRIC”
“Now That’s Tiny”- Students are given an introduction to Nano-scale by comparing tiny objects they encounter everyday to
items they can’t see such as cells, molecules, and atoms. Through the use of hand lens students learn about the technology
that allows Nano-scientists to observe things that are too small to be seen by the human eye and how Nanoscience is
influencing our lives and why it is important. This module takes place over (6) forty minute periods.
“Nano-Tex Fabric”- Students compare Nano enhanced fabric to regular fabric to see first-hand what manipulating material
on a molecular level can do as liquid is repelled or “wicked” away by the Nano-Tex fabric and left staining other material.
Through their own observations they will be asked to discover which materials are influenced by nanotechnology and why it is
beneficial to us and will be introduced to vocabulary words such as hydrophobic and hydrophilic. This module takes place over
(1) forty minute period.
Dinner will be provided. Please email: mnickloy@sunypoly.edu with food restrictions.
Location: Ravena High School, DLR
Date: 1/24 (Wed)
Time: 3:45 - 6:45 pm
Facilitator: Kelly Fahrenkopf and MaryAnn Nickloy, NEATEC Curriculum developers
Registration: https://goo.gl/hrhKB3

TEACHING ENGINEERING IN NEW YORK
WMHT Public Media is offering a free Professional Development Workshop for teachers in grades 3 – 5, as part of the Teaching
Engineering in New York project. This workshop and accompanying Teaching Engineering in New York resources are designed to help
teachers incorporate engineering concepts and skills into science lessons and address the new New York State science standards.
Teachers will practice the engineering design process and understand how it can be applied to their science teaching.
Participants will identify engineering concepts that are already part of their lessons and discover opportunities to tie in new
engineering concepts into existing and new lessons. Teachers will explore PBS LearningMedia, a free, online service that
contains thousands of media-rich STEM resources aligned to the Next Generation Science Standards and specifically support
the engineering practices emphasized in the standards. Participants will undertake an engineering design challenge, which will
inform the planning of an engineering lesson for their classroom. Teachers will also attend a 90-minute follow-up session later
in the spring to present their lessons and learn from each other’s experiences. Both workshops qualify for CTLE hours.
Location: WMHT, 4 Global View, Troy, NY 12180 Date: 3/6, 4 - 8 pm & 5/8, 4 - 5:30 pm
Registration: https://goo.gl/wqySwQ
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SOCIAL STUDIES
RESOURCES- TEACHING THE HUDSON VALLEY: ARTS & SOCIAL STUDIES
Launched in 2003, TEACHING THE HUDSON VALLEY (THV) helps educators discover, appreciate, and share the region’s natural,
historic, and cultural treasures with children and youth. THV fosters collaboration among schools, museums, parks, historic sites,
art galleries, libraries, and other groups.
THV’s growing collection of free K-12 lesson plans uses significant Valley sites to teach virtually all subjects. Our grant programs
help make it easier for teachers to get students out of the classroom and into the community. And, our summer institute and
other programming offer rare opportunities for school and informal educators to meet and exchange ideas.
Location: 4097 Albany Post Road, Hyde Park, NY

Facilitator: Teaching the Hudson Valley, (845) 229-9116 ext. 2035

REGISTER NOW! NYSCSS/NYS4A 80TH ANNUAL CONVENTION:
LIBERTYCON 2018
Social Studies helps lead students to success in both their personal and public lives. This year the New York State Council for
Social Studies in collaboration with the Underground Railroad History Project is preparing for its annual conference titled
LibertyCon 2018: Embracing Equity Within a Global Society”
The strands of our 80th annual convention will focus on the role that social studies plays as a key to unlock multiple pathways
for students to follow in their journey toward achievement and success.
• The power of social studies as a critical force in shaping our personal and collective identities
• The role of social studies in promoting student engagement in our schools and communities
• Changing assessment practices in social studies with a focus on new Global Regents Exam
While offering sessions on a wide variety of topics and addressing the broad themes above, activities will be focused through
the strands: Information & Media Literacy, Empowering ALL Students, Technology & Innovation, and Leadership & Learning.
Location: Albany Capital Center, Albany NY
Dates: 3/8 - 3/10
Facilitator: NYS Council for the Social Studies and NYS Supervisory Association
Fee: Please see www.nyscss.org
Registration: https://goo.gl/x9h1y3 Contact NYSCSS Treasurer Tim Potts at treasurer@nyscss.org or (845) 796-3058 ext.
20618. Non-registration inquiries can be made to nick.stamoulacatos@nyscss.org

NYS ARCHIVES STUDENT RESEARCH AWARDS
The New York State Archives announces its twenty-eighth annual Student Research Awards program to promote and
recognize excellence in student research. The main purpose of the awards program is to encourage students to explore
the wealth of historical records held in historical records repositories* in New York State. A secondary purpose is to increase
cooperation between schools and organizations that administer historical records useful for education.
This statewide competition is open to students in grades, 4-12. Three total awards will be given, one for each grade band:
grades 4-5, grades 6-8, and grades 9-12. Each awards consists of a framed certificate and a cash prize. Participants wishing to
qualify for an award must show a heavy reliance on information from historical records, provide an annotated bibliography,
provide a URL in the annotated bibliography for each online historical record found on the internet, and provide a signed entry
form. Projects that do not show evidence of the use of historical records; or do not include an annotated bibliography or signed
entry form will be disqualified.
Entries must be postmarked no later than July 1, 2018. Award winners will be notified by mid- September. Results of the
competition will be formally announced during Archives Month in October 2018. Entries submitted for competition must be
researched and developed during the July 1, 2017 – June 30, 2018 school year. Projects can be sent by FedEx, UPS, or USPS to
the address below. Entries submitted by email will not be accepted.
Location: NYS Archives, Student Research Awards, 9C49 Cultural Education Center, Albany, NY 12230
Date: July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018 Entry Deadline		
Facilitator: NYS Archives, Office of Cultural Education Center
Registration & Information: https://goo.gl/py2vWJ
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SPEAK TRUTH TO POWER VIDEO CONTEST
Sponsored by the American Federation of Teachers, Tribeca Film Institute and RFK Human Rights
and based on Kerry Kennedy’s book Speak Truth To Power: Human Rights Defenders Who Are Changing
Our World, the middle and high school filmmaking competition encourages students to become
engaged in human rights through video production.
For the 50th anniversary of Robert F. Kennedy’s run for president, students are asked to make a connection
between their chosen defender and RFK. This could be done through the use of a quote, archival footage,
or by including a connection in the narration.
Contest participants must choose a human rights defender and create a 3-5 minute video short
film. We are looking for student films that utilize creative storytelling to teach others about a human
rights issue. The format is open to documentary, stop motion, narrative, digital photo essay or other
innovative explorations that involve filmmaking components.
The deadline for submissions for the Speak Truth to Power Video Contest is March 03, 2018. For more
information regarding general guidelines, RFK defenders, and tips of filming, and more go to
http://www.speaktruthvideo.com/
Dates:10/18/17 - 3/3/18
Facilitator: RKF Human Rights Center, American Federation of Teachers, and the Tribeca Film Institute
SEE ALSO: ELL AND NEW STANDARDS BOOK STUDY on page 19
		BEYOND CO-TEACHING BASICS BOOK STUDY on page 22

REGENTS REVIEW 2.0
Keep an eye out for an all new Social Studies Regents Review 2.0 in March 2018. This episode will focus on preparing teachers
and students for the June 2018 Transitional Global History and Geography Regents Examination. For more information about
the Transitional Global History and Geography Regents Examination see https://goo.gl/VFuSj1, and for more information
about Regents Review Live 2.0 check out https://goo.gl/vKVpc2

ARTS
EXPLORING THE NEW NYS LEARNING STANDARDS FOR THE ARTS
The new Fine Arts standards are to be implemented by next year, and we’re here to help you prepare! This day-long
professional learning experience was developed by the New York State Alliance for Arts Education and NYSED, and features the
writers of the new standards for Dance, Music, Theater, Visual, and Media Arts. Recommended for all Arts Educators.
Join us for a standards overview that includes:
• Philosophical Foundations and Lifelong Goals
• Artistic Literacy
• Structure of the New NYS Arts Standards
• NYS Artistic Processes, Anchor Standards, and
Performance Indicators

•
•
•

Coding of the NYS Arts Standards
How to use Enduring Understandings and Essential
Questions (EUs and EQs)
Inclusion strategies for the new arts Standards

Following the standards overview, we will engage in discipline-specific breakout sessions that include using the new Standards
to drive curriculum development, contemporary discipline-specific practices and goals and student-focused learning.
Participants should bring lesson plans and/or curricular materials. Sponsored by the Greater Capital Region Teacher Center and
Capital Region BOCES.
Location: Capital Region BOCES, 900 Watervliet Shaker Road, Albany, NY
Date: 3/16
Time: 8:00 am - 3:30 pm
Fee: Free for Cap Reg BOCES Arts in Education member schools, $25 for non-members.
Registration: https://goo.gl/XVhMSW
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Berkshire-Hudson Valley Chapter
Professional Development Workshops

EVERYONE MAKES MUSIC: TIPS, TRICKS, AND TO-DO’S FOR TEACHING
DIVERSE LEARNERS IN THE MUSIC CLASSROOM
Join Melissa Reed, music educator and music therapist, to learn strategies to make all students succeed in the general music
setting. Kid-tested activities, resources, and materials will be shared. Please bring your recorder!
Location: College of Saint Rose, Massry Center for the Arts
Date: 4/28 (Sat)		
Time: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
Facilitator: Melissa Reed
Fees: These workshops are free for BHVAOSA 2017-18 members. Non-member educator fee is $35.00. College student fee is
$10.00. Cash or check only. Payments will be accepted at the event, or in advance by mailing a check (payable to “BHVAOSA”) to
Chris Rocco, BHVAOSA Treasurer, 20 Patricia Lane, Saratoga Springs, NY 12886.
Registration: https://goo.gl/JUn6rx

VOCAL JAZZ FOR THE VOCAL TEACHERS
Jazz solo and choral selections for secondary vocalists are plentiful and diverse, but many teachers are apprehensive to teach
it. This course will focus on using appropriate vocal jazz techniques in the choral classroom, including pieces, styles, and
authentic performances. We will also explore individual creativing through vocal improvisation, with strategies for teaching jazz
improvisation, and get tips on how to prepare vocal jazz soloists. Participants will take home vocal pieces, instructional ideas,
and lessons that meet the new Traditional & Emerging Ensembles strand of the new NYS Learning Standards for Music.
In this 7.5 hour course, participants will:
• Learn about and practice vocal jazz arrangements, styles, and nuances for authentic performance
• Learn about and practice vocal improvisation, scat syllable choices, and strategies for beginning and
intermediate vocal jazz improvisation
• Work with an All-State Vocal Jazz Adjudicator on solo preparation
• Gain specific techniques to use in their chorus class rehearsals
• Gain lessons and ideas for their music classes that align with NYSED standards
Location: Shaker Road Elementary School
Date: 1/11, 2/1 (Thurs)		
Time: 4:00 - 7:45 pm
Facilitator: Kaitlyn Koch, Schuylerville Vocal and Instrumental Teacher; Tyler Thomas, Shaker High School Vocal Teacher; Jeanine
Ouderkirk, performer and private teacher
Registration: https://goo.gl/oRTg3p

DETAILS COMING TO YOUR INBOX!

Look out for a joint project with Proctors and theRep this spring! We’re looking
forward to workshops for improvisation activities, stage lighting, and sound.
More great Theater Education will be delivered to your inbox!
Stay tuned for Visual Arts and Media Arts workshops and collaborations with the
Region 6 New York State Art Teachers Association coming this spring. Workshops
and details will be delivered directly to your email!
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MIXCRAFT - MORE THAN JUST LOOPING
Mixcraft is a multitrack recording application for Windows. This music recording
software functions as a digital audio workstation, MIDI sequencer, virtual instrument host, non-linear video arranger, and music
loop recording program. Think of it like Garage Band for Windows...but more powerful. This course will get you acquainted with
the program, then dive into composing and arranging with copyright-safe loops and sound samples, and take you into working
with video. We will explore how this program can be used effectively in a music classroom, providing ideas for lessons and
projects that meet the Composition & Theory and Technology strands of the new NYS Learning Standards for Music.
In this course, participants will:
• Learn to navigate Mixcraft 8
• Create and compose using provided sound samples
• Work with video to compose a short film score
• Gain an overview of concepts that can be taught through Mixcraft
• Create specific lessons and projects for their music classes that align with NYSED standards
Location: Farnsworth Middle School, Guilderland CSD
Date: TBD
Time: TBD
Facilitator: Lee Russo, Guilderland High School Music Teacher

Registration: Contact Kate@teachers-center.org

FEELING COMFORTABLE WITH FINALE
Instead of “kind of finding your way” through the program, or avoiding it completely, trust
that if you can use Microsoft Word, you can use Finale. This course will get you acquainted
with the program, including basic writing and editing, much like how other common
writing software works, then adding other creating and formatting tools. Teachers will feel
secure in using Finale to compose and arrange for their students, and gain the skills to assist students in using the program to
create music. All modules will be online through Schoology. Participants must have access to Finale (30-day trial available at
https://www.finalemusic.com/free-trial/), and a midi keyboard controller is recommended but not required. In this course,
participants will:
• Create and edit in Finale using various input methods
• Use the various features of the Playback tool
• Score, transpose, input lyrics, add articulations and
• Export work as sound files
expressions, condense and explode parts
• Be able to assist others in navigating basic functions of Finale
• Format pieces for printing
Location: Asynchronous online
Dates: 1/8 - 2/5
Facilitator: Kate Jarrard, GCRTC Teacher Leadership Coach for the Visual & Performing Arts
Registration: https://goo.gl/XWF3Dk

PRE-PRODUCTION WORKSHOP - THE GIVER
Join us for a behind-the-scenes look at the making of our The Giver. In a partnership
with the Theater Institute at Sage, this four-hour program is designed for educators,
and includes an opportunity to gather ideas and exercises specific to the production
for your classroom. Participants will engage in presentations by the production’s
director, designers, and technicians, and will get an inside look at the production.
In this 4-hour course, participants will:
• Receive a brief synopsis and history of the play and information about creating the show
• Explore classroom activities
• Attend a creative process presentation by the director and designers, with Q&A
• Tour the set and backstage area
• Preview the dress rehearsal
Location: Schacht Fine Arts Center on the Russell Sage College campus
Date: 2/7 (Wed)		
Time: 4:00 - 6:00 pm workshop, dinner break, 7:00 - 9:00 pm performance
Facilitator: The Theater Institute at Sage		
Registration: https://goo.gl/YBV5vJ
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
WRITING STRATEGIES: MINE TARGETED STRATEGIES TO EMPOWER YOUR
TEACHING AND PROPEL STUDENT LEARNING (K-5)
A book study of the Writing Strategies Book by Jennifer Serravallo. This book is designed to
help you think deeply about creating and implementing a classroom rich with writing goals and
supportive strategies. We will explore each of the goals outlined and the aligned writing strategies:
composing with pictures; engagement; generating and collecting ideas; focus and meaning;
organization and structure; elaboration and word choice; and conventions. Each week will explore
new goals and strategies, dialogue our thinking with others, apply core practices from the text, and
reflect upon that implementation. The online modules are designed around writing assessment
and the implementation of strategy groups or individualized instruction with reflective posts and
supportive feedback from other participants.
This book study is a blended learning course, two sessions will meet in- person and three sessions will collaborate via
Schoology. Schoology is available at no cost. However, an account is required. Registrants will be provided with directions for
setting up a Schoology account and access to the Writing Strategies Group will be done at our first meeting. Please bring an
electronic device. Evidence of participation in all components of the course are required.
Location: Schoharie Elementary School, Schoharie
Date: 3/8, 4/12 (In-person) 3/15, 3/22 , 3/29 (Online, Asynchronous) Time: 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Facilitator: Lorena Hurst Registration: https://goo.gl/NieE77

TEENS IN YA LITERATURE: THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND THE NECESSARY READING & RESPONDING
The purpose of this book group is for high school teachers and librarians to read and engage in meaningful dialogue around
the portrayal and situations of young adults in literature written for them. This will allow professionals to recommend books and
encourage independent reading through creation of dialogue with the students around sensitive topics, teen experiences, and
their perspective while reading scholarly articles around contemporary teen culture to provide perspective.
Participants will pick one book for each section to read and discuss. We will be using Edmodo to connect through the book and
article reading and responding. Each section will include the reading of one young adult title, one scholarly article, and your
individual responses and comments to others.
• Week 1-3: Book featuring a character exploring sexual identity
• Week 4-6: Book featuring a character with ability differences
• Week 7-9: Book featuring a character with family issues
• Week 10-12: Book with topic related to contemporary issues in the media including (but not limited to) immigration,
religion, race, environment, trafficking
• Week 13-15: Popular standalone or series books from the last five years
Location: Asynchronous online		
Dates: 2/28, 3/21, 4/11, 5/2, 5/23
Facilitator: Alicia Abdul, Librarian, Albany HS
Registration: https://goo.gl/6Ybfcz

TEACHERS COLLEGE READING AND WRITING PROJECT SATURDAY REUNION
The Reading and Writing Project at Teachers College offers this full day of FREE professional development sessions. Through a
collaboration with the Columbia Greene Reading Council, GCRTC teachers are invited to join in the bus trip to Teachers College,
Columbia University, NYC, for an entire day of no cost professional learning!
Location: Columbia Teachers Dates: 3/3 (Sat)
Times: Departure @ 6:00 am from Thruway Exit 21 (Catskill) and 6:30 am from Thruway Exit 19 (Kingston). Return @ 5:30 pm to
exit 19 and 6:00 pm to exit 21. Fee: Columbia Greene Reading Council Members $30.00 pp, Non-Members $40.00 pp. Seats
are available on a first come first serve basis. No refunds will be issued for cancellations. Send your non-refundable payment to
the Columbia Greene Reading Council at Hunter Elementary School, PO Box 317, Main St., Hunter, NY
Facilitator: Lucy Calkins, all senior leaders and staff developers at the Project, Kathy Collins, Carl Anderson, and many others.
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ACARC’S UPCOMING PROGRAMS!
Fee waived for ACARC members. $10 for all others. A $30 membership
fee may be paid at the door to have the fee for all ACARC events.

ENGLISH AS A NEW LANGUAGE AND LITERACY
In this hands-on workshop, participants will look at the interrelationships between literacy practices and English language
development for English language learners across the five proficiency levels. Participants will learn how to use and/or
enhance their understanding of the Home and New Language Arts Progressions, as well as scaffolding strategies to meet
ELL’s at their current proficiency level. This event is co-sponsored by the College of St. Rose School of Education.
Location: St. Rose, Events and Athletics Center, Standish Room A
Date: 5/16 (Tues)
Time: 4:00 – 6:00 PM Fee: This is an ACARC core event. $10. Fee waived for ACARC members
Facilitator: Gretchen Oliver, Ph.D
Registration: https://goo.gl/5YUib6

GLOBAL LITERACY INITIATIVES FOR THE CLASSROOM: CHANGING THE
WORLD THROUGH LITEARCY AND TECHNOLOGY
Dr. Stephanie Affinito from the University at Albany will facilitate an interactive discussion around global literacy. Through critical
thinking and analysis, global literacy teaches students about their role in our interconnected world. Dr. Affinito will share global
literacy initiatives (e.g., #BookADay, The Global Read Aloud) and how digital literacy can transform students’ ideas of reading, of
themselves, and the world.
Location: Lisha Kill Middle School, South Colonie CSD
Date: 2/6 (Tues)
Time: 4:30 – 6:00 pm Fee: This is an ACARC core event. $10. Fee waived for ACARC members
Facilitator: Dr. Stephanie Affinito, University at Albany Registration: https://goo.gl/dBm2cE

SUMMER READING FOR TEACHERS
Let’s celebrate ACARC’s year of exciting Professional Development with professional book and article talks, and pizza as we
prepare for summer. Dr Cheryl Dozier, University at Albany, Dr. Liz Yanoff and Shannon Gethard, College of Saint Rose, are part
of our expert panel. Cheryl will share recent favorite professional books and articles on Literacy and Liz and Shannon will share
professional texts about diversity in Literacy. There will be opportunities for teachers to share favorite articles or professional
books and ACARC officers will have professional resources on hand to share as well in small group discussions. Please join us for
these lively discussions on professional books and articles you might want to put on your summer reading list! This event is cosponsored by the Literacy Teaching and Learning Department, University at Albany and the Albany City Area Reading Council.
Location: University at Albany Alumni House
Date: 5/16 (Tues)
Time: 4:00 – 6:00 pm Fee: This is an ACARC core event. $10. Fee waived for ACARC members
Facilitators: Dr. Cheryl Dozier, University at Albany, Dr. Elizabeth Yanoff, and Shannon Gethard, College of Saint Rose
Registration: https://goo.gl/yAx5Kp

NWEA STUDENT GROWTH ASSESSMENT: A POWERFUL TOOL THAT
INFORMS TEACHING AND PROMOTES GOAL SETTING (K-5)
This course is geared toward, evaluation, collaboration, and implementation of data in math and reading. Participants will interpret
and analyze RIT scores taken from the NWEA Assessment. They will gain insight, through the MAP Growth reports, made by their
students fall, winter, and spring, math and reading assessments. Participants will have opportunities to collaborate with colleagues
to deepen understanding of benchmark expectations and student performance. They will learn how to identify the baseline of
a targeted instructional group in order to differentiate instruction. Strategies for high-impact goal setting with students will be
discussed, so that student automaticity of goal setting is focused and specific.
Location: Shaker Road Elementary School, Library
Dates: 3/1, 3/8, 3/15, 3/22, 3/29 (Thurs)		
Time: 4:00 – 7:00 pm
Facilitator: Patricia Jeffress, First Grade Teacher, Pine Hills Elementary, Albany and Lorena Hurst,
Instructional Coach for Elementary Education, GCRTC
Registration: https://goo.gl/D3BMub
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MEDAL-WINNING BOOKS FOR ALL AGES
Learn about this season’s medal winners! Books discussed will span all levels from elementary, through middle school, and on
beyond high school. Light refreshments will be provided. Active listeners could win bonus prizes. Two hours of professional
development will be credited on My Learning Plan.
Location: Northshire Bookstore, 420 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY
Dates: 3/15 (Thurs)
Time: 5:00 – 7:00 pm
Facilitator: Leah Moore, children’s team leader at Northshire Saratoga and Bonnie Winchester, secondary English teacher at
Hartford CSD		
Registration: https://goo.gl/okDPys

CULTIVATING YOUNG WRITERS: WRITING
WITH THE GIVER AND THE ARTIFACTS OF
STUDENTS’ LIVES
At the Capital District Writing Project we have been working—passionately and collaboratively — to develop, share, analyze,
and refine effective lessons about literacy and writing for all age groups and all content areas. We’d like to include you in our
conversations by sharing our lessons with you and other Capital District teachers! Earn up to 3 hours of CTLE.
What makes Saturday Seminars a unique and enriching professional learning experience?
• Participants will experience several different writing lessons that have been carefully developed by CDWP teachers, with
actual materials used in the classroom.
• The lessons demonstrate research-based principles of effective literacy instruction and can be adapted for grade level or
content area to improve students’ literacy skills and content learning.
• Following each lesson, participants have the opportunity to discuss the lesson in depth, consider the research and theory
on which it is based, and explore adaptations to make the lesson suitable for learners in all grade levels.
• The format of these sessions makes them very useful for new teacher and mentor teams or grade-level or curriculum teams
to attend together.
Location: Sand Creek Middle School, South Colonie CSD
Date: 3/10 (Sat) Time: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm Fee: $30.00 Make checks payable to the “Research Foundation for SUNY” and mail
to: Olivia Pounds, Dean’s Office, Room 239, School of Education, University at Albany, 1400 Washington Avenue, Albany, NY 12222
Facilitator: Amy Salamone, salamonea@guilderlandschools.net		 Registration: https://goo.gl/bK3PE2

SEE ALSO:

BEYOND CO-TEACHING BASICS BOOK STUDY on page 22

ENGLISH AS A NEW LANGUAGE
USING TECHNOLOGY TO EMPOWER ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS
This course will highlight common and new technology tools/resources that are used by teachers to support and empower
English language learners in mainstream and sheltered classrooms. Participants will learn about and explore new technology
resources; share their own technology resources that have shown success with use in ENL classrooms; collaborate through
technology in order to be advocates in schools; develop an ongoing learning community where members can post new
updates in useful technology resources in the future; and develop resources that will empower mainstream classroom and
content area teachers as they implement tools to support ELLs in collaboration with their ENL specialist.
Location: Lisha Kill Middle School library
Dates: 2/28, 3/14, 3/28, 4/11, 4/25 (Wed)		
Time: 4:00 – 6:00 pm plus 5 hours of online work
Facilitator: Carmen Diaz, Google Certified Trainer, Associate Director of Elementary Learning (Albany Charter School Network)
Registration: https://goo.gl/Zwzk5g
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SARATOGA REGION ENL PROFESSIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITY
This Professional Learning Community is designed for ENL teachers who wish to develop or enhance their leadership and
advocacy skills for English language learners. Participants will engage in discussions and activities that will 1) assist them
in identifying the ways in which they are leaders in their respective contexts; 2) provide them with opportunities to share
best practices for meeting the needs of culturally and linguistically diverse students; and 3) allow them to create learning
opportunities for other teachers based on their strengths as ENL Teacher Leaders.
Location: WSWHE BOCES
Dates: 1/9, 1/16, 1/23, 1/30, 2/6, 2/13, 3/6, 3/13 (Tues)		
Time: 4:30 – 6:00 pm + 3 hours outside work
Facilitator: Teresa Bashant, ENL teacher		
Registration: https://goo.gl/gc4iQ7

BOOK STUDY: CO-TEACHING FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS
This study group will examine the issues related to collaboration for ELL success that are presented
in the newly-released book, “Co-teaching for English Learners: A Guide to Collaborative Planning,
Assessment, and Reflection” by Maria G. Dove and Andrea Honigsfeld. This book study is open to
elementary, middle, and high school ENL teachers and their classroom / content area co-teacher(s).
It will be delivered in a fully online format, and participants can expect to spend approximately 1-1.5
hours per week with assigned readings and related discussions with other book study members.
Location: Online via Course Sites
Dates: January 8 - April 15
Time: Asynchronous
Facilitator: Gretchen Oliver, Ph.D., ENL Teacher Leadership Coach
Registration: https://goo.gl/GN6B6c

SCAFFOLDING AND DIFFERENTIATION FOR ELL SUCCESS
This course is designated for ENL and content teachers to obtain practical knowledge and experience in an effort to scaffold
and differentiate lessons and activities. Participants will work with four of their own lessons that they are currently using in their
content area classrooms, and create scaffolds that support learning for all of their students at each proficiency level. The teachercreated scaffolded material will be shared and discussed on Course Sites. Participants will provide feedback and discuss challenges,
successes and reasoning for scaffolding. Readings will also be provided and discussed to help teachers reflect on their instructional
practices, collaboration and strategies. Discussions and activities will: 1) give practice and knowledge for scaffolding lessons; 2)
give practical experience collaborating with co-teachers or content teachers; 3) give experience reviewing and applying Targets of
Measurements (TOMs) to create and scaffold lessons; and 4) help teachers make an action plan for discourse with administrators
about the ENL program and collaboration time.
Location: Online via Course Sites
Dates: April 16 - June 10
Time: Asynchronous
Facilitator: Amanda Klopott, ENL teacher
Registration: https://goo.gl/XdQ45u

BOOK STUDY: ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS AND THE NEW STANDARDS
This study group will examine the issues presented in the book, “English Language Learners and the
New Standards: Developing Language, Content Knowledge, and Analytic Practices in the Classroom”
by Margaret Heritage, Aida Walqui, and Robert Linquanti. This book study is geared towards classroom
/ content area teachers who serve ELLs. It will be delivered in a fully online format, and participants
can expect to spend 2-3 hours per week, reading and engaging with others in discussion about the
topics presented in the book.
Location: Online via Course Sites
Dates: April 16 - May 27 		
Time: Asynchronous
Facilitator: Gretchen Oliver, Ph.D., ENL Teacher Leadership Coach
Registration: https://goo.gl/WWkADt
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ENL SPRING MINI CONFERENCE
This mini-conference, co-sponsored by NYS TESOL, will offer K-12 teachers
the opportunity to attend up to four break-out sessions related to the following topics: strategies for modifying instructional
materials, using data to inform planning and instruction, collaboration and co-teaching strategies, scaffolding and
differentiation, best practices for teaching newcomer students, best practices for teaching SLIFE, culturally responsive teaching
practices, and using technology to support teaching and learning Through these 60 minute hands-on and interactive
workshops, participants will learn how others in the field have addressed problems of practice, using research-based strategies,
in contexts familiar to their own. This conference is for K-12 teachers by K-12 teachers. Please bring a lunch.
Location: University at Albany (SUNY), Downtown Campus
Dates: 4/14 (Sat)
Time: 8:30 am - 3:30 pm
Facilitator: Gretchen Oliver, Ph.D., ENL Teacher Leadership Coach		

Registration: https://goo.gl/ypf3YB

CO-TEACHING FOR ELLS: FROM THEORY TO PRACTICE
Participants will view video recordings of local co-taught classes (mainstream and sheltered) and will see evidence of the seven
different co-teaching models in real-life contexts. Additionally, they will engage in a process of structured reflection as they analyze
videos so that they may connect what they have seen back to their contexts. This workshop will build upon the ideas presented in
the November 16 workshop, but prior participation is not a pre-requisite.
Location: UAlbany Health Science Campus
Date: 2/8		
Time: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Facilitator: Gretchen Oliver, Ph.D, CASDA faculty
Fee: $59 per person per session for CASDA members/$118 for non-members
Registration: www.casdany.org/ellsuccess

ENL COLLABORATION: FROM PLANNING TO ASSESSMENT
Participants will learn how a local co-teaching team incorporated co-assessment into their practice in an effort to increase student
learning outcomes in a Living Environment Regents classroom. They will develop a plan to support their co-teaching practice as
they use both formative and summative assessments, considering both quantitative and qualitative data. This workshop will build
upon the ideas presented in the November 16 and February 8 workshops, but prior participation is not a pre-requisite.
Location: UAlbany Health Science Campus
Date: 3/21		
Time: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Facilitator: Gretchen Oliver, Ph.D, CASDA faculty
Fee: $59 per person per session for CASDA members/$118 for non-members
Registration: www.casdany.org/ellsuccess

TEACHING ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE- EDUC 505 MERCY COLLEGE
Historical, legal, theoretical and practical aspects of teaching English to learners of English as a Second
Language in pre-school through 12th grade. Course content includes language acquisition theories for
children and adults, as well as for students with special needs. Student language assessment, identification,
academic placement, and a variety of successful instructional approaches and strategies will be explored.
Classroom discussion will include effective instructional models, assessment strategies, approaches and teaching practices
used in teaching all language skills, the common core standards, and recognition of the psycho-social problems involved
in second language acquisition and development. 10 hours of fieldwork required.Participants should log in daily to review
and check assignments. Required Text: Reading, Writing, and Learning in ESL, 7th ed. ISBN #9780134014548. Books can be
purchased at your favorite bookstore..
Location: Online (10 weeks)
Dates: 2/12 - 4/20
Fee: $800 inservice/ $1,220 Graduate Credit (45 hrs/3 credits)
Facilitator: Lucy Smassanow Registration: https://goo.gl/udSaq5 by 2/7
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WORLD LANGUAGE
USING RUBRICS TO INCREASE STUDENT LEARNING IN THE
WORLD LANGUAGE CLASSROOM
“When rubrics are created and used correctly, they are strong tools that support and enhance
classroom instruction and student learning.” Well-designed rubrics can support teachers in evaluating
learning, while simultaneously engaging students in their own individual growth. Creating rubrics,
though, that both guide instruction and increase student learning can be a challenging task. In this 15hour online course, participants will receive an ebook copy and use Susan M. Brookhart’s guide How to
Create and Use Rubrics for Formative Assessment and Grading to design and implement rubrics for
each of the four language skills: reading, writing, speaking and listening.

Throughout the course, participants will explore:
•

The difference between various kinds of rubrics

•

How to match the type of rubric with learning goals

•

How to use rubrics for formative assessment and grading

•

How to write effective rubric, and

•

How to evaluate and modify pre-existing rubrics to best fit learning goals

Location: Online with webinars
Dates: 3/15-5/24, Live Webinars on 3/15, 4/26, and 5/24 Time: btwn 3:00 and 5:00 pm (participants determining exact time)
Facilitator: Tiffany Phelps, GCRTC Program Specialist and Teacher Leadership Coach for World Languages
Registration: https://goo.gl/dDAazT

LET’S RECAP IN THE WORLD LANGUAGE CLASSROOM
In the World Language Classroom, we are always looking to assess our students ability to
communicate in the target language both formatively and summatively. Recap lets teachers
and students easily do this in short, quick recordings, perfect to assess our students’ abilities to
communicate in the target language!
This interactive technology course will provide teachers with an opportunity to learn about the website https://letsrecap.com,
as well as the phone app for Recap. “Recap is a question-led chat tool augmented by the power of video that makes it easier to
start deeper, more empowering discussions with students and teachers.” Recap also easily integrates with Google Classroom,
Canvas, Schoology, Edmodo and Blackboard.
In this 3 hour course, participants will:
•

Create a Recap account and learn its functions

•

Create and practice Recap assignments with the options of written responses, video responses, audio responses without
video or journies

•

Practice using Recap from a student’s perspective

•

Create assessments or assignments that you can bring back to your classroom

Location: Lansignburgh Middle School
Date: 2/27 (Tues), inclement make-up date will be 3/6 (Tues)
Facilitator: Krystal Debrosky, Lansingbugh Spanish Teacher

Time: 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Registration: https://goo.gl/CWyjt1
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REACHING ALL LEARNERS IN THE WORLD LANGUAGE CLASSROOM
There are many types of learners in our World Language classrooms. How are we reaching all of them? In particular, how are
we reaching our students that are disengaged, as well as our students who are excelling? This course will use various articles
and excerpts to drive discussion about growth mindset, differentiated instruction and reaching our disengaged students
in the World Language Classroom. We will also explore how to use student-self assessment and student feedback to drive
differentiated instruction to reach all learners.
In this 15 hour course, participants will:
• Discuss what behaviors a disengaged student displays specific to your classroom
• Create student self assessments/ surveys to administer in class
• Analyze and reflect upon data from assessments and surveys to drive instruction
• Explore growth mindset- How are we teaching into this to open students minds to learning a new language?
• Create and implement new strategies or best practices and share these ideas for teachers to take back and use in their
classrooms
Location: Lansingburgh Middle/High School, First Floor Media Center
Dates: 3/20, 3/27, 4/17, 4/24, 5/1 (Tues)		
Times: 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Facilitator: Krystal Debrosky, Lansingburgh Spanish Teacher
Registration: https://goo.gl/nPjzUQ

USING SAMR TO TRANSFORM LANGUAGE LEARNING WITH TECHNOLOGY
The SAMR model developed by Dr. Ruben Puentedura offers a method of incorporating technology effectively in small shifts
toward 21st century skills, providing language students greater opportunities to develop authentic language skills. Throughout
this 7.5 hour course, participants will explore the SAMR framework by assessing current use of technology and applying the
SAMR method through design and implementation.
Location: Farnsworth Middle School Library Classroom, Guilderland CSD
Dates: 2/27, 3/20 and 5/1(Thurs)
Times: 4:15 - 6:45 pm
Facilitator: Susannah Graziano, Averill Park Language Teacher		
Registration: https://goo.gl/uJo19g

SPECIAL EDUCATION
BEYOND CO-TEACHING BASICS: A DATA-DRIVEN, NO-FAIL
MODEL FOR CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT BOOK STUDY
Are you looking for practical strategies to improve your daily co-teaching practises with students?
How about creating a classroom where co-teachers have a ‘no-fail’ mindset? While authors, Wendy
W. Murawski and Wendy W. Lochner, offer ready made, comprehensive systems for gathering
data, they also encourage teachers to use their own unique learning environments and wisdom
base to guide their decisions. Participants will examine Core Competencies for Co-Teaching and
participate with an online community of learners as we begin the process of improving the coteaching experience for teachers and students.
This is a great opportunity to work together with your teaching partner! At the first meeting,
participants will receive the book, learn the basics of membership in an online community and
develop norms. Using the text as a guide, participants will work through the remaining hours learning and applying the six
steps asynchronously via online modules.
Location: Shaker Road Elementary School Library and online
Dates: In person session 2/1 (snow date 2/6), asynchronous online 2/2 - 5/3
Time: 5:00 - 7:30 pm
Facilitators: Liz Daley (Sp. Ed). and Mary Ann Nickloy (Math)
Registration: https://goo.gl/uruwjr
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RESILIENT SCHOOLS
THE MINDFUL CLASSROOM II
Increasing bodies of research show the effectiveness of mindfulness in managing stress, regulating behavior and creating
increased awareness of the world around us. In schools, teachers may use these strategies in order to practice self-care, as well
as to foster more positive relationships with students and colleagues as well as to enhance instruction. Students benefit from
understanding how their brain optimally functions in calm states so that they may more carefully choose reactions to stressful
situations. Learners who have experienced trauma are often comforted by using mindfulness tools to improve their focus,
motivation and cooperation in class. In this course, participants will:
• Review the brain science of mindfulness.
• Research applications of mindfulness in educational settings.
• Experience examples of a variety of mindfulness activities for a variety of classroom levels.
• Create a lesson that includes mindfulness strategies.
The Mindful Classroom II is a follow up to our original course. Participants are not required to have attended The Mindful
Classroom, as skills will be reviewed, but activities and resources will be unique to the class.
Location: Carey Center for Global Good, Rensselaerville, NY
Dates: 5/4 - 5/5 (Fri - Sat)
Time: 4:00 pm Friday - 4:00 pm Saturday
Fee: The total tax exempt cost is $159 for a double room or $168 for a single. If participants pay personally, tax must be charged
and the rate will be $175 (double) or $185 (single). Carey Conference Center will accept school credit cards and purchase orders
with a tax exempt form. Contact CCC at 518-797-5100 to make payment arrangements.
Facilitators: Lynne Ogren, NBCT and Jeri Simson, Lansingburgh CSD
Registration: https://goo.gl/SwUFFi

RESTORATIVE CIRCLES FOR TEACHERS
This training introduces restorative circle practices to improve
classroom culture for learning and build relationships on teams and
in clubs. Includes:
• Philosophy and history of restorative circles
• Intensive facilitator skill-building through experiential learning and case study
• Precircle preparation/assessment/referral and post-circle follow-through on action plans
• Evidence of effectiveness and strategies of implementation
Location: Sand Creek MS, South Colonie CSD
Dates: 4/14 & 4/28 (Sat)
Time: 9:00 am - 4:30 pm (Includes working lunch-Please bring a lunch)
Facilitator: Duke Fisher, Lead Trainer, Project on Restorative Justice, Skidmore College
Registration: https://goo.gl/L26Mc6

CARE FOR TEACHERS
CARE (Cultivating Awareness and Resilience in Education) is a unique, evidence based
professional development program, developed with support from the Garrison Institute. The
CARE program can help to mitigate stressors as well as help teachers respond more proactively in the classroom by promoting awareness, presence, compassion, reflection, and inspiration - the inner resources they
need to help students flourish.
Based upon current research on the neuroscience of emotion, CARE introduces skills that promote understanding, recognition
and self-regulation. CARE introduces basic mindfulness activities such as short periods of silent reflection, and progresses to
more complex activities. Teachers learn to bring greater calm and awareness into the classroom to enhance their relationships
with their students, improve classroom management, and facilitate curricular implementation. For more information on the
CARE program, including the impressive research base for the work, go to: http://www.CARE4teachers.org/impact/
Location: Sand Creek MS South Colonie CSD
Dates: 3/24, 4/21, 5/19 (Sat)
Times: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Register: https://goo.gl/avFybj
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POOR STUDENTS, RICH TEACHING: JUMPSTART
Join us for a consolidated book study based on the work of Eric Jensen. Discover practical and research-based strategies to
support all students, regardless of circumstance, to enjoy learning and graduate high school prepared for college and/or career.
This thorough resource details the necessary but difficult work that teachers must do to establish
the foundational changes essential to positively impact students in poverty. A sampling of tools
and resources are provided to help teachers effectively implement these essential changes. An
additional 1.5 contact hours is awarded for documentation of work outside of in-person sessions.
In addition to scheduled session dates, please save February 27th should a snow day makeup
session be needed.
Participants will receive a copy of Eric Jensen’s Poor Students, Rich Teaching: Mindsets for Change
Location: Cairo-Durham CSD
Dates: 1/16 (Jump-start strategies Intro), 1/13 (Check-in), 2/13 (Debrief ), 2/27 (Snow Date)
Time: 3:30 -5:30 pm
Facilitator: Valerie Lovelace, Executive Director, GCRTC
Registration: https://goo.gl/teQ15f

ENGAGING STUDENTS WITH POVERTY IN MIND: VIRTUAL BOOK STUDY
“Too many of our most vulnerable students are tuning out and dropping out because of our failure
to engage them. Until we make school the best part of every student’s day, we will struggle with
attendance, achievement, and graduation rates.” Eric Jensen.
In this interactive, virtual book study participants will learn:
• “Smart, purposeful engagement strategies that all teachers can use to expand students’
cognitive capacity, increase motivation and effort, and build deep, enduring understanding
of content.
• The (until now) unwritten rules for engagement that are essential for increasing student
achievement.
• How automating engagement in the classroom can help teachers use instructional time
more effectively and empower students to take ownership of their learning.
• Steps you can take to create an exciting yet realistic implementation plan.” Eric Jensen
Participants will receive a copy of Eric Jensen’s Engaging Students with Poverty in Mind.
As participants read each chapter, they will individually select and implement strategies suggested in the text in their own
classrooms, gather data, reflect on their practice and discuss their experiences in a supportive, on-line collegial environment.
Participants should expect to spend 1 hour, 40 minutes per week for 9 weeks documenting their implementation efforts, with
the week of February 18-24 off.
Location: Online
Dates: 1/16 – 3/25
Time: Asynchronous
Facilitator: Lynne Ogren, NBCT, GCRTC Consultant

Registration: https://goo.gl/AKJNFf

COMMUNITY ISSUES IN EDUCATION SERIES
Join us for discussions on societal issues that affect our students and schools. Educators can benefit from receiving more
information on these topics in order to better support our students. The goal of this series is to increase awareness of these
issues and discuss their impact on our students, educators and communities in order to unite these groups in creating support
systems. There is no fee to attend. However, registration is required.
1. LGBT CULTURAL COMPETENCY
Location: Shaker Road Elementary School Library, South Colonie Schools
Dates: 4/11
Times: 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Presenter: Katherine Romero, LMSW www.inourownvoices.org
Registration: https://goo.gl/SpPGSX
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2. “NO ONE EVER ASKED: A CONVERSATION ABOUT CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH IN A SCHOOL SETTING”
Location: Shaker Road Elementary School Library, South Colonie Schools
Dates: 4/18
Times: 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Presenter: Denise Balzer, LCSW, experienced counselor for children and families in foster care, residential treatment and
community mental health facilities.
Registration: https://goo.gl/K1tLwz
3. RISSE: REFUGEE AND IMMIGRANT SUPPORT SERVICES AT EMMANUS
Location: Shaker Road Elementary School Library, South Colonie Schools
Dates: 4/25
Times: 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Presenter: Rifat Filkins, Director www.risse-albany.org
Registration: https://goo.gl/NKTTme
4. EYES WIDE OPEN NENY- PROVIDING SANCTUARY, HEALING AND HOPE FOR VICTIMS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING
Location: Shaker Road Elementary School Library, South Colonie Schools
Dates: 5/2
Times: 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Presenter: Deb Fowler, Director www.eyeswideopenneny.org
Registration: https://goo.gl/SBjdZb
5. DISCUSSION OF CURRENT TRENDS IN SUBSTANCE USE AND ABUSE INCLUDING THE OPIOID CRISIS AND HOW THESE
IMPACT THE CLASSROOM AND FAMILIES.
Location: Shaker Road Elementary School Library, South Colonie Schools
Dates: 5/9
Times: 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Presenter: Patty Kilgore, Director of Counseling Services at the Prevention Council preventioncouncil.org
Registration: https://goo.gl/gFZAEK
6. NATIONAL GUARD CHILD AND YOUTH PROGRAM- SUPPORTING MILITARY FAMILIES
Location: Shaker Road Elementary School Library, South Colonie Schools
Dates: 5/16
Times: 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Registration: https://goo.gl/1euCS9
Presenter: Kimberly Hierholzer and Lauren Sirkin

COACHING AND MENTORING
COGNITIVE COACHING FOUNDATIONS AT
COBLESKILL - RICHMONDVILLE - PART I
The mission of Cognitive CoachingSM is to produce self-directed persons with the cognitive capacity for excellence both
independently and as members of a community. Research indicates that teaching is a complex intellectual activity and that
teachers who think at higher levels produce students who are higher achieving, more cooperative, and better problem
solvers. It is the invisible skills of teaching, the thinking processes that underlie instructional decisions, which produce superior
instruction. Cognitive CoachingSM is a research-based model that capitalizes upon and enhances teachers’ cognitive processes.
Part 1 Outcomes:
• Understand the essence of Cognitive Coaching
• Develop trust and rapport
• Understand Cognitive Coaching as one of four support
functions
• Internalize Planning Conversation Map
• Expand and refine pausing and paraphrasing skills

•
•
•
•

Understand and Internalize Reflecting Conversation Map
Increase consciousness and skills in asking mediative
questions
Awareness of how to navigate support functions
Understand role of data in mediative thinking

Location: Cobleskill-Richmondville CSD
Dates: 5/14, 5/15, 5/21, 5/22 (Mon-Tues)		
Times: 8:30 am - 3:30 pm
Facilitator: Stephanie Pelcher, Thinking Collaborative and Tiffany Phelps, GCRTC
Register: https://goo.gl/OhqSbv
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PROFESSIONAL STRATEGIES
GOOD QUESTIONING & DISCUSSION STRATEGIES: HOW TO IMPROVE
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AND PROMOTE COGNITIVE RIGOR (K-5)
What do students love to do? Talk! How, though, do teachers turn student talk into discussion to promote learning? Using
the book Questioning for Classroom Discussion, participants in this 15-hours course will work
collaboratively to:
•

Use questioning and discussion strategies as a means to engage students to improve
learning outcomes and increase student achievement

•

Use questioning and discussion strategies to improve higher level thinking skills critical to
active citizenship

•

Move students from passive participants to active meaning-makers by focusing on how to
use questioning and discussion skills to support critical thinking and collaborative problemsolving

•

Address the demands of the Common Core Standards that all include questioning and
thinking for discussion, justifying conclusions, responding to the arguments of others, and
the ability to ask useful questions.

Location: Saratoga Springs HS
Dates: 2/1, 3/8, 4/19, 4/26, 5/10		
Times: 4 :00 - 7:00 pm
Facilitator: Claudia Verga, Former Elementary Teacher and Principal

Registration: https://goo.gl/kudGJ7

ENGAGING STUDENTS THROUGH AUTHENTIC LEARNING IN THE HUMANITIES
Project-Based Learning supports student growth, questioning, understanding and curiosity, regardless of the content area. If
you have ever wondered how to teach using a PBL model in your humanities classroom, this is the course for you! This 15-hour
blended learning course will focus on:
•

Why bother with Project Based Learning?

•

What does PBL look like in the classroom?

•

What are the essential elements of PBL?

•

How do I meet my standards through PBL?

•

How do I assess student learning through PBL?

Participants will experience what it is like to learn through PBL, and will develop and implement a project for their students. The
course will be broken into two parts: three in-person sessions and an online portion.
In-Person Sessions: The course will begin with two 3-hour in-person meetings, during which participants will experience learning
through a PBL exploration and learn the basics of design and development of a PBL project. Participants will be working with
nationally renowned PBL expert Mary Ratzer for the in-person sessions. The course will conclude with an in-person 2-hour session,
in which teachers will participate in a round-table discussion and sharing out of implementation experiences.
Online Portion: After the first two live sessions, participants will support each other’s PBL project development and implementation
through an asynchronous online format. The online portion will be through the online program Schoology. Participants should
expect to spend approximately 7 hours working in the online course (including webinars). Evidence of participation includes
attending webinars, responding to/commenting on questions and reflections on classroom implementation.
Location: Shaker Rd. ES, Online portion through Schoology
Date: In-Person Sessions: 3/1, 3/8 & 5/3 (Thurs) Times: 4 :00 - 7:00 pm
Facilitators: Jennifer Allard, Kate Jarrard and Tiffany Phelps, GCRTC Teacher Leadership Coaches & PBL Expert Mary Ratzner
Registration: https://goo.gl/rYDBrn
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IMMEDIATE FEEDBACK ASSESSMENT TECHNIQUE (IF-AT)
The Immediate Feedback Assessment Technique, also known as the IF-AT, is an exciting new testing system that transforms
traditional multiple-choice testing into an interactive learning opportunity for students and a more informative assessment
opportunity for teachers. Like a scratch-off lottery ticket, with test answers instead of winning numbers.
Research shows that frequent, low stakes assessments help students process and store knowledge in long-term memory. The
IF-AT is an engaging way to facilitate learning and improve students’ retention of the information being tested. In addition,
students love using the IF-AT -- it makes assessments enjoyable for them! The technique can be used individually or as a teambased learning activity.
• In this 7.5 hour program in (person and online), participants will:
• Experience an IF-AT assessment and discuss the many ways it can be used in the classroom.
• Practice making assessments with the easy to use test-maker program.
• Use media resources to learn various effective formative assessment techniques.
• Share and discuss tests and lesson ideas online.
Each participant will receive a set of IF-AT cards to immediately apply this technique back in class. Please bring some multiple
choice assessments from your class or question ideas to turn into IF-AT assessments.
Location: Shenendehowa High School Center for Innovative Learning (HS West Building)
Date: In person 4/10, Asynchronous online 4/11 - 5/2
Time: 4:30 - 6:30 pm
Facilitator: James St. Denis
Registration: https://goo.gl/Pv4aCd

DEVELOPING CHILDREN’S DEEP LEARNING: MEETING THE NYS NEXT
GENERATION EARLY LEARNING STANDARDS FOR PRE-K - 2ND GRADE
This conference will familiarize teachers and administrators with critical elements of the NYS
Next Generation Early Learning Standards. As stated in the introduction to the standards,
“Articulating the New York State Standards for the youngest children in prekindergarten to
third grade required particular attention to the nature of learning in early childhood.” One of
the key ways young children learn is through purposeful play.
In today’s classrooms many teachers find that justifying the importance of purposeful
play, and making room for it in the school day, is challenging despite the extensive body
of research supporting it. Many teachers are expected to use strategies that are not
developmentally appropriate for the age of the students they teach. During this conference
educators will be introduced to ways to meet the Early Learning Standards using a wide
variety of child centered play centers and experiences that create: deep learning, empathy,
collaboration, negotiation, and a growth mindset in children. Additionally, participants will learn about the research that
supports the use of purposeful play as a way to elevate students’ learning, thinking, and social interactions. Key Note Address by
Anna Allanbrook, Principal of The Brooklyn New School.
Breakout sessions:
• Movement That is Part of the Curriculum for Joyful and Deep Learning
• Outdoor spaces that Enrich and Extend Classroom Learning
• Creating Wonderful Places Where Pre-K Children Learn and Thrive
• Overview of Readers and Writers Workshop Model
• Project Approach Learning in Action
• Meaningful and Useful “Kid Tested” Technology in an early childhood classroom
• Creating Welcoming and Vibrant ENL environments
• Conversation with Keynote Presenter, Anna Allanbrook
Location: UAlbany Health Sciences Campus, 5 University Place, A409, Rensselaer, NY
Date: 4/3 (Mon)		
Time: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Fee: $120.00 per person - Ask about group rates. (Includes breakfast items and lunch) Underwritten by CASDA and GCRTC
Facilitator: Deb Hoffmann Abby Weber, CASDA Faculty, with breakout session experts
Registration: https://goo.gl/tX3hYm
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TEACHER LEADERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
NYS TEACHER OF THE YEAR PROGRAM: BE AN AMBASSADOR FOR TEACHERS
Celebrate and recognize the outstanding teaching that takes place in classrooms throughout New York and nominate a teacher!
A teacher may be initially nominated by any person within the school or community including parents, students, business
leaders, school administrators, or colleagues using the nomination form. The formal nomination should involve a collaborative
decision-making process indicating the support of all the groups concerned with the quality of teaching within a school. A
complete application, due Thursday February 1, 2018, including letters of support is submitted for each nominee. Support from
the school community may include approximately 30 days of release
time to fulfill the obligations of the Teacher of the Year.
A Teacher of the Year is a skilled professional who has demonstrated
excellence in the classroom and in the community. This teacher is
respected by colleagues and all stakeholders in education.
At all levels, the Teacher of the Year is also the face and voice of
exemplary educators. As a representative of the profession, this leader
is asked to engage and inspire other teachers and community leaders.
At the state level, the New York State Teacher of the Year represents
excellence and speaks for 220,000 New York State public school
teachers by engaging in presentations, attending meetings, and
participating in professional development at local, state and national
levels. While all of these qualifications are considered, the most
important one is the superior ability to inspire learning in students of
all backgrounds and competencies.
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A complete application, due

Thursday February 1, 2018,

including letters of support
should submitted for each
nominee. Forms available at
www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/toty/

APPLY TO THE NYS MASTER TEACHER PROGRAM
We would be delighted to have you join our professional network of outstanding STEM teachers. To
be eligible for this program, you must be a certified, full-time, K-12 NYS public school teacher with at
least 4 years of teaching experience.
The application period for the NYS Master Teacher Program
is open through February 24, 2018.
Sign up for one of the January 2018 Capital Regional Information Sessions: https://goo.gl/zwW3P4
1/3 (Wed)
3:30 - 4:30 pm
Hudson Falls H”S, 80 E Labarge St, Hudson Falls, NY
1/4 (Thurs)
3:30 - 4:30 pm
New Lebanon Jr./Sr. HS, 14665 NY-22, New Lebanon, NY
1/4 (Thurs)
4:30 - 5:30 pm
Albany High School, 700 Washington Ave., Albany, NY
1/8 (Mon)
3:30 - 4:30 pm
Cohoes MS, 7 Bevan St, Cohoes, NY
1/8 (Mon)
4:00 - 5:30 pm
Galway HSl, 5317 Sacandaga Rd, Galway, NY
1/8 (Mon)
4:00 - 5:00 pm
Farnsworth MS, 6072 State Farm Rd, Guilderland, NY
1/9 (Tues)
3:30 - 4:30 pm
Greenwich Jr./Sr. HS, 10 Gray Ave, Greenwich, NY
1/9 (Tues)
3:30 - 5:00 pm
Columbia HS, 962 Luther Rd, East Greenbush, NY
1/10 (Wed)
3:30 - 4:30 pm
Algonquin MS, 333 NY-351, Averill Park, NY
1/10 (Wed)
3:30 - 4:30 pm
Colonie Central HS, 1 Raider Blvd, Albany, NY
1/11 (Thurs) 4:00 - 6:00 pm
Saratoga HS, 1 Blue Streak Blvd, Saratoga Springs, NY
1/17 (Wed)
3:30 - 4:30 pm
South Glens Falls HS, 42 Merritt Road, South Glens Falls, NY
1/29 (Mon)
4:00 - 5:00 pm
Scotia-Glenville HS, 1 Tartan Way, Scotia, NY
For more on the NYSMTP visit: http://www.suny.edu/masterteacher/
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NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFICATION
AWARENESS SESSIONS FOR NATIONAL BOARD CERTIFICATION
These awareness sessions are designed as an overview of the National Board Certification (NBC) process for teachers, union leaders
or administrators. We will outline the new National Board Certification 3.0 requirements and provide access to resources for the
professional, financial and technical supports available to candidates. Timelines, fees and a discussion of certification areas will also
be presented. This is professional development that is completely aligned with the New York State Teaching Standards and APPR.
Check your district’s contract language to see if there are additional compensations. Choose a location near you!
Fee: None. However registration is requested so that we may plan for materials.
CAPITAL REGION
Location: NYSUT Headquarters 800 Troy Schenectady Rd Latham
Date: 3/14 Time: 4:00 - 5:00 pm
Registration: https://goo.gl/dW5R6j
Location: Niskayuna CSD-Van Antwerp MS
Date: 5/30 Time: 4:00 - 5:00 pm
Registration: https://goo.gl/1CDs19
Location: Shen Center for Innovation and Learning Behind Shenendehowa HS West
Date: 6/7
Time: 4:00 - 5:00 pm
Registration: https://goo.gl/daa3TF

NYSED Shanker
Grant Funding is also
available!

NORTH COUNTRY
Location: Saratoga HS Library Media Center
Date: 5/9
Time: 4:00 - 5:00 pm
Registration: https://goo.gl/YRsNKN
SCHOHARIE COUNTY
Location: Cobleskill Richmondville High School Rm 213
Date: 5/24 Time: 4:00 - 5:00 pm
Registration: https://goo.gl/FpRcBX
ADIRONDACK REGION
Location: Warrensburg HS
Date: 5/9
Time: 4:00 - 5:00 pm

Registration: https://goo.gl/8oTSCT

NEW: ACCOMPLISHED TEACHER SERIES
This series is designed for classroom practitioners. This professional learning opportunity will provide rich, deep, collaborative
conversations to allow the personal and professional exploration of accomplished practice to improve student learning. This
can be considered as a first step to board certification.
Location: NYSUT Headquarters 800 Troy-Schenectady Rd Latham
Date: 2/08, 2/15, 3/15, 4/12		
Time: 4:00 - 5:30 pm
Fee: NBCNY $50.00
Registration: https://goo.gl/Foq9Ks

CURRENT CANDIDATES - ASSESSMENT CENTER
Of special interest to National Board Candidates, this meeting will focus on Component 1: The Assessment Center in your
certificate area. This is an opportunity for all NBC candidates and advanced candidates to meet with each other and discuss
resources, standards and assessment framework topics. Candidates will collaborate in groups of similar certification areas.
Please bring scoring guide, exercise descriptions, resources and curriculum information to share. A light dinner will be served.
Location: Saratoga HS Distance Learning Room
Date: 4/11		
Time: 4:00 - 7:00 pm
Fee: NBCNY $30.00
Registration: https://goo.gl/742LC2
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CURRENT CANDIDATES - WRITING INSTITUTE FOR NBC
In response to requests from teachers who are current National Board candidates, or Advanced Candidates this retreat was
created to give time to their own writing in a collegial environment. Working independently, with partners, or in writing groups
on components, candidates have the opportunity to write, read, and reflect in congenial and supportive surroundings. The
community of writers and reviewers supports the development of components and the peer review of video of classroom
teaching. Recognizing that candidates need time for intellectual stimulation, for reading and writing and to exchange feedback
with colleagues from diverse schools, the writing retreat helps teachers exchange ideas and respond to one another’s works.
This group gathering is unlike other retreats because candidates have the chance to discuss and listen to issues particular to
their unique work, as their work is unfolding. Join your colleagues for thoughtful and reflective discussion about National Board
Certification in a collegial setting. Please bring a laptop computer, videos, entries, portfolio directions, standards, and scoring guide.
Offered in two locations. Please choose one.
Location: Minnowbrook Conference Center
Date: 2/1 - 2/3		
Time: 4:00 (Thurs) - 3:00 pm (Sat)
Fee: $349.00 covers the professional learning, meals and lodging pp/based on double occupancy. Request for a single
room is $40 extra ($20 for each night). Please send any rooming requests and dietary needs to aromano12@gmail.
com (518.339.2285) Payment of $349.00 should be made to Minnowbrook (518) 352-7200 or Minnowbrook.syr.edu.
Registration: https://www.nbcny.org/minnowbroowritinginstitute
Location: Carey Institute for Global Good
Date: 3/1 - 3/3		
Time: 4:00 (Thurs) - 3:00 pm (Sat)
Fee: $250.00 if the district pays ($276 if you pay personally because of tax). This fee covers the professional learning, meals and
lodging pp/based on double occupancy for the entire institute. Request for a single room is $40 extra ($20 for each night).
Please send any rooming requests and dietary needs to aromano12@gmail.com (518.339.2285) Payment of $250.00 should
be made to the Carey. Please call 518-797-5100 to make payment arrangements.
Registration: https://www.nbcny.org/careycenterwriting

TIER 1 NBPTS PROFESSIONAL LEARNING FACILITATOR TRAINING
Have you ever considered supporting colleagues through National board certification? This institute formerly known as Candidate
Support Provider Training, is designed for National Board Certified Teachers, Higher Education Personnel, teacher leaders and
Teacher Center Directors who want to provide ethical and intellectual supports. We will discuss and update participants on the
current requirements for board certification. This training is partially underwritten by NBPTS NT3 Grant.
For questions about the National Board Certification Program at GCRTC please contact Annette Romano, NBCT, Director NBCNY
Network www.nbcny.org at aromano12@gmail.com or 518.339.2285
Location: Capital Region--NYSUT Headquarters 800 Troy Schenectady Rd Latham
Dates: 2/20, 2/21		
Times: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm, 8:00 am - 2:00 pm
Fee: $100.00 Registration: https://goo.gl/woaM7i

For questions about the National Board Certification Program at GCRTC please contact:
Annette Romano, NBCT, Director NBCNY Network
www.nbcny.org • aromano12@gmail.com
518.339.2285
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ONLINE COURSES
Dates: 2/12 - 4/20
Fee: $800, 45 hrs in-service/ $1220, Grad Credit most courses.
Please see specific course descriptions for full details.
Registration: https://goo.gl/kM4Urz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

Online Session I - Adolescent Development Grades 7-12
Online Session I - Adolescent Literacy Grades 7-12
Online Session I - Applied Behavior Analysis
Online Session I - Approaches to Literacy Instruction
in Early Childhood through Adolescence
Online Session I - Assessment for Student Learning
Online Session I - Beginning Reading Pre K-2
Online Session I - Building Mathematical Understanding Grades 3-5
Online Session I - Building Positive Connections with
Diverse Families and Communities
Online Session I - Bullying: Preventing the Problem
Online Session I - Creative Controversy
Online Session I - Curricular Assessment and Behavior Management
for Students with Disabilities
Online Session I - Cyberbullying: The New Age of Harrassment
Online Session I - Developing Innovators and Innovation Skills
Online Session I - Dimensions of Learning and Literacy
Online Session I - Encouraging Student Responsibility & Discipline
Online Session I - Inclusion: Education for All K-12
Online Session I - Increasing Middle Level Math
Online Session I - Instructional Planning, Strategic Teaching
Online Session I - Integrated Co-Teaching:
Strategies Enhancing Student Achievement
Online Session I - Introduction to Early Childhood Education
Online Session I - Learning Technology Across the
English Language Arts Curriculum
Online Session I - Literacy Instruction for Students with Special Needs
Online Session I - Literacy Instruction in the Elementary Classroom
Online Session I - Math Made Meaningful
Online Session I - Maximizing the Learning Environment for
Increased Student Achievement and Growth
Online Session I - Methods and Materials for Teaching Students
with Disabilities from Birth Through Adolescence
Online Session I - Middle Level Education: Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment
Online Session I - Middle Level Education: Foundations for the Middle Years
Online Session I - Multiple Intelligences: Theory & Practice
Online Session I - Reading Across the Curriculum
Online Session I - Reading and Writing Across the Content Areas Grades K-12
Online Session I - Successful Teaching for Acceptance of Responsibility
Online Session I - Teaching English as a Second Language
Online Session I - Teaching Through Learning Channels
Online Session I - The 21st Century Classroom
Online Session I - The Role of Data, Assessments and Instruction
to Raise Student Achievement
Online Session I - The Teaching of Writing and The Writing Process
Online Session I - Theory and Practice of Bilingual Education
Online Session I - Using Response to Intervention (RTI) for School Improvement

(EDU 661117) Section 1
(EDU 661220) Section 1
(UNY 807)
Section 1
(EDUC 507)
(EDU 678)
(UNY 717)
(EDU 661116)

Section 1
Section 1
Section 1
Section 1

(EDU 661101) Section 1
(EDU 661100) Section 1
(UNY 706)
Section 1
(EDUC 516M)
(UNY 809)
(EDU 661113)
(EDUC 648)
(EDU 671)
(UNY 729)
(EDC 686)
(EDU 661114)

Section 1
Section 1
Section 1
Section 1
Section 1
Section 1
Section 1
Section 1

(EDU 661102) Section 1
(EDUC 513M) Section 1
(EDUC 573)
(EDUC 561M)
(EDU 661115)
(EDC 663)

Section 1
Section 1
Section 1
Section 1

(EDU 661111) Section 1
(EDU 503M)
(EDC 680)
(EDC 679)
(SED 672)
(EDU 661110)
(UNY 801)
(EDU 691)
(EDUC 505)
(UNY 825)
(EDU 661109)

Section 1
Section 1
Section 1
Section 1
Section 1
Section 1
Section 1
Section 1
Section 1
Section 1

(EDU 661104)
(EDUC 590M)
(EDUC 508)
(EDU 661107)

Section 1
Section 1
Section 1
Section 1
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REGISTRATION
Participants should register online
at GCRTC’s MyLearningPlan
page: http://bit.ly/14SWmJ9.
Registration is on a first come,
first served basis for GCRTC
constituents. If space is available
after all GCRTC constituents
are served, other educators
are welcome to attend. As a
professional courtesy, if you are
unable to attend an event for which
you have registered, please “drop”
the course in MyLearningPlan as
soon as possible. This will allow
another educator on the waitlist to
participate.
PARTICIPATION
DOCUMENTATION
Many school districts require that
prior approval for salary credit be
obtained as per the local collective
bargaining agreement. Please
verify requirements with your own
school system or local teacher
union. Graduate credit is awarded
by GCRTC’s higher education
partners. For in-service activities,
certificates will be provided
in accordance with the new
Continuing Teacher and Leader
Education requirements.
INCLEMENT WEATHER &
EMERGENCIES
Safety is our top priority. If the
school or institution hosting a
GCRTC activity closes due to
inclement weather or emergency,
the activity will be rescheduled.
Please check online school closings
for the most current delay and
cancelation information.
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DASA CERTIFICATION TRAINING
The amended Dignity for All Students Act (DASA) requires that all school professionals
applying to the NYS Education Department for certification, complete a six (6)
hour training class in harassment, bullying, and discrimination prevention and
intervention. Burnt Hills-Ballston Lake School District is a NYSED-approved provider.
This training is in compliance with the requirements of the NYS Education
Department. Participants will:
• Understand the intent components, and operational definitions present in the
Dignity Act.
• Develop and enhance awareness and sensitivity to the range of experiences of
the specific student populations as named in the Dignity Act.
• Understand how school climate and culture have an impact on student
achievement and behavior.
• Understand bullying, harassment and discrimination, including indicators, early
warning signs, prevention and intervention and how to interact with families of
victims and aggressors.
• Enhance the understanding of diversity and multicultural environments and
examine personal biases.
• Articulate the Reporting Requirements for Educators as specified in the Dignity Act.
Location: O’Rourke MS, Lakehill Rd, Burnt Hills, NY
Facilitator: Juliann DellaRocco is an approved instructor for DASA trainings. She is
an Olweus Bullying Prevention Trainer and has been involved in bullying prevention
initiatives for BH-BL since her retirement as Health Educator and District Health
Coordinator.
Fee: $70. Please make checks payable to BH-BL Central School District. Please print
the registration confirmation off of MyLearningPlan and mail it with a check at
least one-week prior to the course to: Dottie Salvatore, BH-BL School District, PO
Box 1389, Ballston Lake, NY 12019. (You must include a copy of your registration
confirmation with the check in order to be officially registered.)
Session Options:
Date/Time: 1/20
Date/Time: 2/12, 2/13
Date/Time: 3/24
Date/Time: 4/14
Date/Time: 5/15, 5/16
Date/Time: 6/16
Date/Time: 8/7

8:30 am - 3:00 pm
4:00 - 7:00 pm
8:30 am - 3:00 pm
8:30 am - 3:00 pm
4:00 - 7:00 pm
8:30 am - 3:00 pm
4:00 - 7:00 pm

Registration: https://goo.gl/DwQ3VQ
Registration: https://goo.gl/gsswUh
Registration: https://goo.gl/jGXxh8
Registration: https://goo.gl/gvnqaN
Registration: https://goo.gl/nftXT9
Registration: https://goo.gl/hsHQN4
Registration: https://goo.gl/V1Ck2M

THE DIGNITY FOR ALL STUDENTS ACT
New York State’s Dignity for All Students Act (The Dignity Act)
seeks to provide the State’s public elementary and secondary
school students with a safe and supportive environment free from
discrimination, intimidation, taunting, harassment, and bullying on
school property, a school bus and/or at a school function.
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/dignityact/

