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Real Estate  
Tax Reduction, Inc.

We can reduce  
your new assessments

We have been representing 
clients for 35 years  

and we can help you.  
Call 708-907-3774  

to see if you qualify for our service

Let me tell you how it will be.
There’s one for you,  
nineteen for me.
‘Cause I’m the taxman,  
yeah, I’m the taxman.

— The Beatles

STORY & PHOTOS  
BY BOB KITSOS

“We’re in our courtship phase 
for Rogers Park,” said Artspace 
Consulting Associate Anna 
Growcott. The Minneapolis-based 
company was founded in 1979 to 
address the problem of relocating 
local artists who were being 
replaced by the gentrification of 
its warehouse district. 

Ald. Joe Moore (49th) said, 
“I am joining the Rogers Park 
Business Alliance and the Rogers 
Park Builders Group to kick off 
a major online survey of artists, 
arts organizations and creative 
businesses in Rogers Park to 
determine the size and nature of 
the market for an Artspace mixed-
use project.” 

Artspace held a Market Survey 
Launch Party at Lifeline Theatre, 
6912 N. Glenwood, on April 8. 
Artspace will use results of the 
survey to determine the size of 
the market in Rogers Park for 
affordable live/work housing, 
studio and work space of various 
kinds. The survey is the second 
phase of a scope of work that 
began last June when an Artspace 
team conducted a preliminary 
feasibility visit to Rogers Park.  

The survey (www.

Arts organization to paint picture  
of new venues for local artists

Survey underway now  
to gauge local need

rogersparkartspace.org) includes 
questions such as:

“What areas of the arts, cultural 
or creative industries are you most 
involved?” 

“Which best describes your 
current art or creative work 
situation?” And, “Do you currently 
have work space use only for your 
art or creative work”?  

Most questions include 
multiple-choice responses. The 
survey takes about 15 minutes to 
complete and will be open until 
June 2. There will be an option at 
the end of the survey to sign up 
to receive more information about 
this project.

If the survey identifies a market 

for an Artspace project and the 
community supports such a 
project, the survey results will 
help determine the size, scope and 
project location.  

The online survey will also help 
Artspace determine programming 
decisions such as square footage, 
parking spaces, rents and the 
specific shared creative spaces 
required. Artists who take the 
survey will have the option 
of being among the first to be 
notified of project developments, 
including leasing opportunities.

“Both commercial and 
residential areas are utilized for 

Consulting Associate Anna Growcott 
answers a question during the Q/A 
session following the Artspace pre-
sentation.

The Lifeline Theatre at 6912 N. 
Glenwood in Rogers Park is a cultur-
al anchor of the neighborhood and 
specializes in original literary adap-
tations for adults and children.

New grocery opens on Sheridan
Brothers going back  
to their old school

Brothers Paul and Greg Stellatos have opened Go Grocer at 6435 N. Sheri-
dan in the Loyola Univ. Granada Center.

A new grocery store has 
opened near Devon, Broadway 
and Sheridan - and no, it’s not 
the giant Texas-based corporate 
chain grocery store big-footing it 
on Broadway. Nor is it the giant 
German-based corporate chain 
store near Granville and Broadway, 
or even the giant Wisconsin-based 
corporate chain store. If “shop 
local” is more than just a phrase 
you mumble as you head into 
Whole Foods, Aldi, Trader Joe’s 
or Mariano’s then you’ll want to 
visit Go Grocer.

Brothers Paul and Greg Stellatos 
have opened Go Grocer at 6435 
N. Sheridan in the Loyola Univ. 
Granada Center. That’s their alma 
mater, so they’ve gone back to 
their old school.

The Rogers Park store is their 
fourth location. They’ve also 
opened stores at 2930 N. Sheridan 
in East Lakeview, at 2060 W. North 
Ave. in Wicker Park and in the 
South Loop at 1255 S. Michigan 
Ave. They also own Go Tavern 
and Liquors at 3211 W. Armitage.

The Rogers Park store opened 
last Tuesday in a 5,000 square foot 
space at the front door of their old 
school Loyola Univ. “We lived at 
the dorms here,” said Paul. “We 
would have loved to have a fresh 
grocery store a block from our 

place.”
Indeed this is not your typical 

college snacks and packaged 
goods store. Go Grocer is bright 
and open and fresh produce, 
meats, cheeses, breads and freshly 
prepared salads greet customers 
as they enter. There is no rack 
of cigarettes or lottery machine 
creating a wall along the front 
counter and there is wide open 
space at the front of the store so 
folks don’t have to feel crowded.

The brothers started Go 
Grocer with a simple mindset 

to introduce their passion for 
wholesome specialty products to 
the neighborhoods they serve.

“We started in a modest 1,200 
square foot space and within 
several months word spread 
quickly,” says Paul. “We relocated 
and expanded our business the 
following year to a brand new 
space, almost triple the size of the 
original. Customers from other 
parts of Chicago kept suggesting 
various other neighborhoods and 

grocery see p. 15 STORY AND PHOTOS  
BY PATRICK BUTLER

State Rep. Greg Harris[13th] 
and others urged spokesmen for 
the local GLBT community to 
join forces with other groups - like 
seniors, the disabled and epileptics 
- facing severe aid cutbacks under 
Gov. Bruce Rauner’s proposed 
budget.

Gov. Rauner’s proposed budget 
envisions cutting the state’s higher 
education funding by 31%, breast 
and cervical cancer screenings 
by 71%, and taking away $147 
million from the Dept. of Children 
and Family Services, Rep. Harris 
told an April 8 forum at the Center 
on Halsted, 3656 N. Halsted St.

Other cuts are also proposed 
for the homeless, refugees, after 
school programs, family planning, 
and independent living assistance 
for the blind, Harris warned.

“None of these items is in a 
vacuum. A lot of these programs 
are interrelated,” he said, adding 
that groups like the AIDS 
Foundation of Chicago [AFC], 
which sponsored the meeting, 
can’t afford to let themselves be 
pitted against other groups in the 
same boat.

Just because you want to cut $1 
billion out of the state’s Medicaid 
program, he added, “doesn’t mean 
people will stop having AIDS or 
kidney disease or mental health 
issues. These people will not go 
away just because you’ve cut the 
funding. What will happen is they 
might decide to spend their money 
on medicine and go homeless.”

Or if they go to an emergency 
room, which must treat all patients 
whether or not they have money, 

LGBT communities rally troops  
to try and feed off state budget cuts

Rep. Harris leading brave 
cause to stem cuts, keep 
disparate groups unified

the treatment will be paid for out 
of other funds, he said.

“Meetings like this are taking 
place all over Illinois. Sometimes 
they’re being sponsored by the 
Epilepsy Foundation, or maybe by 
an autism group. But the message 
is the same. We can’t cut our way 
out of this problem.  We can’t do 
this by hurting folks,” he said.

Especially now, said Maria 
Glover-Wallace of Affinity, a 
South Side-based group serving 
mostly black gay women which 
over the past two years has begun 

lgbt see p. 15

“The Governor said we have a moral 
duty to be an efficient government. I 
think we have a moral duty to be a 
government that doesn’t try to bal-
ance our budget on the backs of the 
most vulnerable,” State Rep. Greg 
Harris reminded an Aids Federation 
of Chicago forum last week.

BY PETER vON BUOL 

According to a story first 
published April 13 by DNAinfo.
com, Grow-Community, the 
educational initiative of aldermen 
Ameya Pawar (47th), Tom Tunney 
(44th) and Patrick O’Connor 
(40th), has begun a three-year 
partnership with the University 
of Chicago’s Urban Education 
Institute [UEI].

First announced in February, 
Grow-Community was been 
described by the three aldermen as 
an educational initiative to support 
neighborhood grade schools and 
two neighborhood high schools, 
Amundsen and Lake view. Their 
goal, they said, was to have the 
two high schools considered to be 

Ald. Pawar’s  
Educational Initiative  

partners with U. of Chicago
Funding for effort  
and connections to wife  
a mystery

viable choices for area families.
It is not known how much 

implementation of the program 
will cost Grow-Community or how 
it will be funded. A spokesperson 
for the institute was contacted 
by Inside Publications but she 
declined to comment and referred 
all questions to Ald. Pawar.

Considered highly influential 
within the field of education, the 
institute is headed by Timothy 
Knowles, who is believed to 
have close ties to the Emanuel 
administration. The institute also 
has a close tie to the 47th ward. Its 
Chief Operating Officer is Charna 
Epstein, the wife of Ald. Pawar 
and his former Chief of Staff.

As a part of her job, Epstein 
builds, refines, and implements 
strategy and policy in finance, 
human resources and technology 

pawar see p. 14

artists see p. 4
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 24 HOURS A DAY
8 BAY SELF-SERVICE

2 TOUCHLESS AUTOMATIC
5450 N. DAMEN  (at Bryn Mawr)         

BEST KEPT SECRET
SUPER CAR WASH 

5739 N. Ravenswood

within another year our second 
location was open, then our third 
in 2013.” They have a central 
kitchen in Logan Square that 
makes freshly made meal options 
daily for their stores, and Go 
Tavern, a store that has a strong 
emphasis on niche spirits and 
specialty craft beers.

Unlike their competition, Go 
Grocer and the Stellatos brothers 
are not a publicly traded company 
so the financing for each new 
store comes out of their own 
pockets and each store’s cash 
flow. So the money spent in their 
stores by neighbors truly does 

stay in the community and is not 
shipped out of state to pay stock 
dividends and executive bonuses. 
The dividends Go Grocer offers 
are fresh foods, craft beers and 
wines and friendly neighborhood 
owners and managers. 

“It’s the one-on-one relationship 
we have with the community 
that differentiates us from other 
stores,” said Greg. “We have the 
ability to change quickly to meet 
the needs in each neighborhood.”

Go Grocer offers an eclectic 
range of products that include 
fresh produce, fresh salads, all-
natural & organic foods, vegan, 
vegetarian and gluten free options, 

grocery from p. 1

Chicago’s only monthly vintage 
market begins Sunday at 5051 N. 
Broadway. North Siders can peruse 
100 of the best vintage dealers in 
the Midwest with everything from 
antiques to Mid Century, vintage 
furniture, industrial, art, vinyl, 
vintage clothing,  jewelry and 
anything in between.

Now in it’s 4th season, the 
vintage Garage is the city’s only 
all vintage monthly market and 
draws vintage lovers from all over 
the region.

“The season premiere is shaping 
up to be one of the biggest Garages 
in it’s history,” said owner Melissa 
Sands. 

“The North side has quickly 
become the best vintage shopping 
in Chicago. Within a one mile 
radius of the Garage, I count at 
least 30 vintage/antique or thrift 
shops. This is going to be the 
summer of vintage Uptown,” says 
Sands.  

Vintage Garage Chicago opens 2015 season April 19th

Participating vendors in the 
opener include, Dead Girl’s 
vintage, Abundance Abounds 
Antiques, Mid Century Misfits, 
Karma vintage Goods, First Ladies 
vintage, Collector’s Agency, 
Gypsy Mouse, The White Iris 
Boutique, Proud Mary vintage, 
Kaleidoscope vintage and many 

more. 
vintage Garage Chicago is held 

on the 3rd Sunday of the month 
April through October. This year’s 
dates are, April 19, May 17, June 
21, July 19, August 16, September 
20 and October 19, 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m., admission is $5.

The Rotary Club of Chicago Far-North is hosting a social and 
networking wine and cheese celebration called 
“Springtime in Paris” 6 to 9 p.m. Friday at The 
Breakers at Edgewater Beach, 5333 N. Sheridan, 
3rd floor.

The cost is $20 and all proceeds will benefit the 
club’s community and international projects.

For more information call 312-659-9142. Parking 
available in lower level for $5.

Rotary Club hosts Springtime In Paris

new state-funded AIDS-HIv 
prevention programs that would 
be eliminated under Gov. Rauner’s 
budget.

Most groups like Affinity 
are already financially fragile, 
she said, adding, “People don’t 
realize most non-profits are very 
small organizations. Two thirds 
have annual budgets of less than 
$500,000. A little more than 40% 
have budgets of under $100,000.”

Patricia Johnson of the Illinois 
Alliance to End AIDS said Gov. 
Rauner’s cuts “will mean I won’t 
have a job so I can’t come to 
work and help people just like me. 
There’s a lot of young people out 
there who are already hopeless. 
When they come in and I tell them 
everything’s been cut, what have 
we to offer them? Nothing.”

Howard Brown Center CEO 
Kristin Keglovtz, called Gov. 
Rauner’s proposed Medicaid cuts 

“very shortsighted at a time when 
agencies like hers are seeing more 
people than ever. Glover-Wallace 
noted a “growing poverty in the 
LBBT community, so any cuts are 
going to impact the lives of a lot 
more people.”

The AFC plans two lobbying 
days in Springfield following a 
May 2 training workshop and 
a letter-writing campaign that 
began immediately after last-
week’s forum.

“I don’t encourage you I urge 
you to stop by the computers 
outside this room before you 
leave,” said AFC president John 
Peller. Despite the threatened 
cutbacks he added, “we’re at a 

and speciality foods. They also 
offer an extensive line of over 200 
craft beers and 150 varieties of 
wine, with a focus on seasonals. 
They also offer a unique selection 
of soft drinks and beverages.

Go Grocer also provides on-
site catering services for your 
next office lunch, special event or 
party. They offer a healthy deluxe 
lunchbox menu which includes 
sandwiches, wraps and salads, as 
well as a wide range of delicious 
platters to choose from. And when 
you stop in ask about their “bottle 
for a dollar” wine club. You’ll be 
glad you did.

really incredible time in fighting 
AIDS. The opportunity is really 
incredible.”

For details on the April 15 and 
May 13 Springfield Advocacy 
Days and other activities, call 
AFC at 312-922-2322.

Even Gov. Rauner is apparently 
closely watching what’s happening 
in the LGBT community. “This 
does matter to the Governor. 
We’re sitting down with an LGBT 
working group,” said Marcus 
Peterson, who identified himself 
as Rauner’s liaison to the gay and 
Hispanic community.

“We’re listening,” Peterson 
said.

“When people come in and I tell them everything’s been cut, what have we 
to offer them? Nothing,” said Patricia Johnson of the Illinois Alliance to End 
Aids. Johnson said she herself needs medication that would cost her $3,000 
a month if it weren’t provided by her insurance plan at work. “I worry when I 
wake up in the morning whether I’ll still have a job.”

lgbt from p. 1

“There’s a growing poverty in the 
LGBT community, so any cuts are go-
ing to impact the lives of a great num-
ber of folks,” warned Affinity spokes-
woman Maria Glover-Wallace.

This is the 4th season the Vintage Garage will take place in Uptown.

“People don’t realize most non-profits are very 
small organizations. Two thirds have annual 

budgets of less than $500,000.  
A little more than 40%  

have budgets of under $100,000.”


