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Epiphany
By the Rev. Dcn. John Bacon
We three kings, students of Wisdom,
Seek only Her in Her blinding vision,
Heirs of knowledge’s greatest tradition,
Debtors to the oracle to the Jewish nation.
The brightest star, hung high above
To reflect the light from which it moves,
True light of true light ordains as its sign,
A dimmer light, to express His design.
In baby’s flesh, Wisdom breathes;
In the mother’s arms, Light proceeds.
True Wisdom gazes through infant’s eyes
Upon His own creatures who eclipse Him in size.
A dimmer light proclaims His presence;
Poor, humble creatures devote their presents.
If human flesh his glory could not conceal,
Then human voices his mission can reveal.

Prayer Conference
By Richard Randolph
Are you considering what the Lord is calling you to do in 2017 and beyond?
As we have seen, God has used the Healing Prayer Ministry at St.
Peter’s to bring health of spirit, soul, and body to many here.
We sense that there will be an increased need for this ministry
as our world becomes more and more distressing and secular.
We are planning to attend the McNutt’s Christian Healing
Ministries (CHM) Prayer Conference at ADOTS, Holy Cross
Cathedral, Loganville, GA, March 10th-11th, 2017. This
conference will refresh and train those among us whom the Lord
has stirred to consider participating in the healing ministry. You
might also want to attend for your own personal growth in the
Lord. Either way, you can access current information at
http://adots.org/prayer2017.
If you have sensed God’s call to this ministry and want to attend
the conference, please contact Dcn. Karen (542-2640) or myself
(871-6541) by February 10th, 2017. We would love to tell you
more!
The March-April issue of the St. Peter’s Newsletter will be published on Sunday, February
26th. If you would like to contribute an article, please submit your work along with any
accompanying images to the editor, Mrs. Grace Wiley, via email to gewiley38@gmail.com by
Friday, February 17th. Articles may be edited for length and content. If you have any
questions, contact the church office at (205) 879-7173.
St. Peter’s Anglican Church
3207 Montevallo Road
Mountain Brook, AL 35223
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The Pastor’s Corner: Lay Leadership at St.
Peter’s
By the Rev. Dr. Mark Quay
In the Anglican Church, there is a balance between clergy and lay
leadership, whether it’s on the local, regional, or national level.
Locally, St. Peter’s has a group of six elected laypeople who form the
Vestry. It is called the Vestry because historically it would meet in the
room where the vestments were kept. Each member is elected for a
three-year term and may be reelected (with certain limitations). The
duties and selection of the Vestry is set out by the parish’s bylaws.
The Vestry is chaired by the Rector (Senior Pastor) and is responsible
for the parish’s finances, the maintenance of the property, and
supporting the rector in his work. They are the parish’s legally
responsible governing body, basically its board of directors. They are
also charged with the selection of a new rector whenever that
position is vacant, with the advice and consent of the Bishop of the
diocese.
There are four lay officers of the vestry: the Senior Warden, the
Junior Warden, the Treasurer, and the Secretary. The Senior Warden
chairs the vestry when the Rector is absent and represents the
Rector’s interest to the Vestry. The Junior Warden is responsible for
overseeing the maintenance of the facilities and represents the
people’s interests to the Vestry. The Senior Warden is chosen by the
Rector and the Junior Warden is elected by the Vestry.
St. Peter’s also has a Rector’s Council to advise the Rector and
provide ministry accountability. The Rector works for the Bishop (not
the Vestry) but he benefits from local assistance and counsel. One of
the council members is elected by the Vestry, one is selected by the
Rector, and a third is mutually chosen by the other two appointees.
Our Vestry will choose its officers at its first meeting in January. The
members are Ricky Brooks and Stephen Smith (Class of 2019), Rick
Shelton and Joyce Ladd (Class of 2018), and Glenn Drennen and Ed
Sledge (Class of 2017). The members of the Rector’s Council are
Dennis Read, Richard Randolph, and Olivia Washington.
The Vestry and the Rector’s Council work together with the Rector to
lead St. Peter’s into greater effectiveness in Kingdom ministry to the
glory of Christ Jesus. Please pray for them regularly.
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Teaching Our Children the Importance of Corporate Worship,
Part 2
By the Rev. Peter Smith
I wrote in the November-December edition of the newsletter that it is essential to teach our kids
why and how to worship together as a church. This is because worshiping together is a core part
of our identity as Christians. I said that the first basic truth to teach them is that corporate
worship is for God. The second is that corporate worship is for us. And the third is that
corporate worship is a privilege.
Here, I’ll continue with the fourth basic
truth: corporate worship is a
responsibility. God expects us to
worship him. We could call it a holy
obligation. Now for some, this might
smack of legalism. But hear me out:
legalism is the idea that we earn God’s
love and salvation by trying hard and
obeying the rules. We want to steer
clear of this, yet we need to be equally
cautious of antinomianism (“anti law”),
the idea that God doesn’t care how we
act as his followers.
As believers, we are saved by grace through faith, and that gracious salvation causes us to
pursue obedience through sanctification. Believe this: God cares whether or not you worship Him
corporately. He wants and deserves it. So, go to worship and participate. And it’s okay—more
than okay—to expect the same of your kids. In fact, it’s good for them, as are your other good
expectations of them. You may have to put up with their bad attitudes or misbehavior in worship
(just as God puts up with yours), but take those opportunities to teach them as well. Remind
them (and yourself) that it is God’s grace which brings them into his presence, and that
participating in worship helps cultivate in them a love of Him and shape in them the heart of a
worshipper.
Finally, corporate worship is a special occasion. Sunday worship is unlike any other time during
the week. Now I recognize, depending on your mood, circumstances, and opinions about the
church you call “home”, you might not feel that way. However, while your feelings are valid,
the reality is that this time is special. Sunday worship is a time set apart to express love and
thanksgiving to God, to learn from God's Word, to pray, to give, and to receive the spiritual food
of Holy Communion.
As we enter the sanctuary where many more than two or three are gathered together in Jesus'
name, we can know and sense that we are in the presence of God. If that’s true, then it’s
reasonable to expect that our earnest desire would be to be present and to fully participate. To
do so means that we have to make changes to our (and our kids’) schedules in order to give
worship its rightful priority. Lack of sleep, busy schedules, stress, and anxiety are all real
difficulties—I know, I feel them too—but we cannot accept them as valid excuses for dodging
church. Worship is the most important thing in our schedules. It doesn’t add to our difficulties or
get in the way of our rest, rather it relieves (or at least puts into perspective) our difficulties
and ushers us into the rest that God gives. It’s the supremely special occasion. We can’t afford
to miss it.

St. Peter’s Anglican Church
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Praise Notes
A Testimony from Catherine Senko
I cannot say for certain why her death sent me spiraling into eight years of critical grief and
depression. All I knew was that I loved my sister and she was gone and that wasn’t going to
change.
For many months after her death, close friends and fellow believers offered condolences with
phrases like, “She’s not in pain anymore,” “It’s all in God’s plan,” and, my least favorite, “All
things work for good.” That last phrase is what sparked my anger most. What good? I asked. What
good could come from this? Death is our enemy: an unnatural ending and the worst possible
consequence of the fall of creation. What good, I asked, comes from her death or from any death?
How can this kind of suffering be what God wants for me? For my family? Wouldn’t saving her have
produced a greater good for us? I asked myself these questions over and over again for eight years
until I’d spent so much time in the darkness of despair that I forgot what it was to feel joy.
And so, I found myself here in Alabama, recently married, attending St. Peter’s with my husband,
Fred, and having dinner with Karen Mahler. She asked me about myself, learned of my ongoing
grief, and immediately set about teaching me that healing is possible. She told me that grief
didn’t have to last forever. No one had ever told me that. I cannot put into words how much it
meant to me that someone saw me in my pain and willingly came to walk alongside me as I
struggled. Through prayer and communion, conversations with Karen and my husband, and
journaling, I eventually experienced overwhelming healing.
I could say that during those years I was comforted in my grief by God’s
constant presence, because I was. I could say that I never felt completely
alone because God grieved with me and for me and for my sister, because
I didn’t, and he did. None of this, however, answered my questions or
gave meaning to what I had endured, to the years I felt had been wasted
on sadness and anger.
More recently, I came to realize that I’d spent a lot of time thinking
about myself. Why did I have to suffer? When would I stop being sad?
What good would come to me because of what happened? Finally, I came
to a place where I asked, what if whatever good God brought about
through my suffering wasn’t for me?
I’m not an individual. I’m one part of a body of which Jesus Christ is the head; Jesus, who in
saving us suffered—from his incarnation all the way to his death. While remaining God, he set
aside so much of being God to be a fragile man; he spent every day submitting his every moment,
his every action, to someone else’s will (the Father’s). Those he loved abandoned him, he was
physically beaten, he was separated from his Father, and he died while his mother watched. He
suffered, just as we do, but he went through it for us so that we could be reconciled with God,
who loves us. We know he loves us because Jesus suffered for us—died for us—not for his own
good, but for ours. “By his wounds we are healed.”
Healing is possible. In this world, at this time, wherever we are, whatever suffering we’re
enduring, we have a loving father who can and will restore us. Not only does he relieve our
suffering—he redeems our suffering, using it to make us look more like Jesus. So I rejoice in my
suffering; we rejoice in our suffering, knowing that our suffering is not wasted, but creates a
family resemblance between Jesus and us so that, someday, as co-heirs with our brother, King
Jesus, we will share in his glorious exaltation by our Father.

