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People have varied opinions about who Jesus is. This is nothing new—they 
always have. Jesus once asked His disciples, “Who do the crowds say that I am?” 
(Luke 9:18). They replied that some thought He was John the Baptist, others 
thought He was Elijah or some other ancient prophet. While each of those 
answers reflected a high opinion about Jesus, they all fell short of Jesus’ true 
identity and mission.

Because it’s not enough to know what others are saying about Him, Jesus asked 
His disciples: “But you … who do you say that I am?” (Luke 9:20). After affirming 
Peter’s reply that Jesus was “God’s Messiah,” He taught them His mission would 
involve suffering—a cross. Jesus’ death on the cross, however, wouldn’t be an 
accident nor a tragedy; it would be the fulfillment of God’s eternal plan for our 
salvation. Jesus added that the cross would not be the final word, but He would 
be raised on the third day.

Who do you say Jesus is, and what will you do with Him? He said, “I am the 
way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” 
(John 14:6). Right now, He is waiting for you. 

• Admit to God that you are a sinner. Repent, turning away from your sin.

•  By faith receive Jesus Christ as God’s Son and accept Jesus’ gift 
of forgiveness from sin. He took the penalty for your sin by dying on 
the cross.

•  Confess your faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. You may pray a 
prayer similar to this as you call on God to save you: “Dear God, I know 
that You love me. I confess my sin and need of salvation. I turn away from 
my sin and place my faith in Jesus as my Savior and Lord.  
In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.”

After you have received Jesus Christ into your life, tell a pastor or another 
Christian about your decision. Show others your faith in Christ by asking for 
baptism by immersion in your local church as a public expression of your faith.

WHO IS JESUS?
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Jerusalem in Jesus’ Day

This map is adapted from 
“Jerusalem in the New Testament 
Period,” Holman Bible Atlas 
(Nashville: Holman Reference, 
2014), 229. Used by permission.
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Truth seems to be a rare commodity at times. We don’t know exactly who to trust 
or what to trust. We may not even trust ourselves at times when it comes to the 
truth. How many times have we failed to tell the truth for fear of getting labeled, 
of being questioned, or worse?

Luke stated in the prologue to his Gospel account that his goal in writing was 
so that Theophilus might know the truth (1:4). To accomplish his goal, Luke 
told about people who discovered the truth. We are told about a young lawyer 
who discovered that a Samaritan was the example of a neighbor. We are also 
told about a tax collector who was willing to climb a tree so he could discover 
the truth.

Remember those times we have failed to tell the truth? Luke tells us of Peter 
being in the same boat, failing to tell the truth as Jesus faced a tribunal.  
We are told about a criminal who discovered the truth while being executed. 
We find a group of women who find the truth in the form of an empty tomb. 
Peter also discovers that same tomb and is commissioned to tell that truth in 
the future.

During our study of Luke 10–24, we will examine these encounters and others as 
people sought the truth. We will discover along with them that Jesus is the Truth 
and He offers Himself to any who will believe in Him. Our prayer is that we will 
have our faith affirmed and strengthened so that we too can know the truth with 
confidence and boldness.

Humbly, 

G. Dwayne McCrary

Dwayne.McCrary@lifeway.com

FROM THE TEAM LEADER
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Bethany—town about two miles southeast of Jerusalem, on the eastern slope 
of the Mount of Olives; home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus

Bethphage [BETH fayj]—small village located on the Mount of Olives near 
Bethany; place where Jesus instructed two disciples to finding the colt on which 
He would ride into Jerusalem for His triumphal entry

Cleopas [KLEE oh puhs]—one of the two disciples to whom the resurrected 
Jesus appeared while traveling on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35)

Elders—members of the Sanhedrin, the ruling council of the Jews; often 
mentioned in conjunction with chief priests and scribes (Luke 20:1; 22:52)

Jericho—ancient city located in the Jordan River valley; in the Old Testament 
known as the first city conquered under Joshua (Josh. 7); in the New Testament 
known as the home of Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10)

Levites—descendants of Levi; assisted the priests by performing duties in the 
tabernacle and the temple

Mount of Olives—two-and-a-half mile mountain ridge on the eastern side 
of Jerusalem, heavily covered with olive trees; several key events in the life of 
Jesus happened there (Matt. 26:30; Mark 11:1-2; Luke 19:37; 21:37; 22:39-46; 
Acts 1:9-12)

Parables—stories, especially those told by Jesus; the word means to put 
alongside for the purpose of comparison and understanding

Pharisees—the largest and most important religious group in New Testament 
times; the term means “separated ones.” They strictly observed the oral 
traditions of the scribes and opposed Jesus because He refused to accept their 
interpretations of the law. 

Samaritans—descendants of Jews who intermarried with non-Jews; Jews did 
not associate with Samaritans (John 4:9)

Son of Man—Jesus’ favorite way of referring to Himself; it implied both His 
messianic mission and His humanity; the term is used in the Old Testament as a 
synonym for man or human (Ps. 8:4; Ezek. 2:1) and as a reference to the Messiah 
(Dan. 7:13). 

Terms listed here are identified in the Bible commentary with a dot (•).

WORD WISE
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MARCH

 ❏ 1. Luke 10:1-12
 ❏ 2. Luke 10:13-16
 ❏ 3. Luke 10:17-20
 ❏ 4. Luke 10:21-24
 ❏ 5. Luke 10:25-37
 ❏ 6. Luke 10:38-42
 ❏ 7. Luke 11:1-4
 ❏ 8. Luke 11:5-13
 ❏ 9. Luke 11:14-23
 ❏ 10. Luke 11:24-26
 ❏ 11. Luke 11:27-28
 ❏ 12. Luke 11:29-32
 ❏ 13. Luke 11:33-36
 ❏ 14. Luke 11:37-46
 ❏ 15. Luke 11:47-54
 ❏ 16. Luke 12:1-7
 ❏ 17. Luke 12:8-12
 ❏ 18. Luke 12:13-21
 ❏ 19. Luke 12:22-34
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 ❏ 21. Luke 12:49-53
 ❏ 22. Luke 12:54-59
 ❏ 23. Luke 13:1-5
 ❏ 24. Luke 13:6-9
 ❏ 25. Luke 13:10-17
 ❏ 26. Luke 13:18-21
 ❏ 27. Luke 13:22-30
 ❏ 28. Luke 13:31-35
 ❏ 29. Luke 14:1-6
 ❏ 30. Luke 14:7-14
 ❏ 31. Luke 14:15-24
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 ❏ 3. Luke 15:8-10
 ❏ 4. Luke 15:11-24
 ❏ 5. Luke 15:25-32
 ❏ 6. Luke 16:1-13
 ❏ 7. Luke 16:14-18
 ❏ 8. Luke 16:19-31
 ❏ 9. Luke 17:1-4
 ❏ 10. Luke 17:5-10
 ❏ 11. Luke 17:11-19
 ❏ 12. Luke 17:20-25
 ❏ 13. Luke 17:26-37
 ❏ 14. Luke 18:1-8
 ❏ 15. Luke 18:9-17
 ❏ 16. Luke 18:18-23
 ❏ 17. Luke 18:24-30
 ❏ 18. Luke 18:31-34
 ❏ 19. Luke 18:35-43
 ❏ 20. Luke 19:1-10
 ❏ 21. Luke 19:11-27
 ❏ 22. Luke 19:28-35
 ❏ 23. Luke 19:36-40
 ❏ 24. Luke 19:41-44
 ❏ 25. Luke 19:45-48
 ❏ 26. Luke 20:1-8
 ❏ 27. Luke 20:9-19
 ❏ 28. Luke 20:20-26
 ❏ 29. Luke 20:27-40
 ❏ 30. Luke 20:41-47

MAY

 ❏ 1. Luke 21:1-4
 ❏ 2. Luke 21:5-9
 ❏ 3. Luke 21:10-19
 ❏ 4. Luke 21:20-24
 ❏ 5. Luke 21:25-28
 ❏ 6. Luke 21:29-33
 ❏ 7. Luke 21:34-38
 ❏ 8. Luke 22:1-6
 ❏ 9. Luke 22:7-13
 ❏ 10. Luke 22:14-23
 ❏ 11. Luke 22:24-30
 ❏ 12. Luke 22:31-34
 ❏ 13. Luke 22:35-38
 ❏ 14. Luke 22:39-46
 ❏ 15. Luke 22:47-53
 ❏ 16. Luke 22:54-62
 ❏ 17. Luke 22:63-71
 ❏ 18. Luke 23:1-12
 ❏ 19. Luke 23:13-25
 ❏ 20. Luke 23:26-31
 ❏ 21. Luke 23:32-34
 ❏ 22. Luke 23:35-43
 ❏ 23. Luke 23:44-49
 ❏ 24. Luke 23:50-56
 ❏ 25. Luke 24:1-8
 ❏ 26. Luke 24:9-12
 ❏ 27. Luke 24:13-27
 ❏ 28. Luke 24:28-35
 ❏ 29. Luke 24:36-43
 ❏ 30. Luke 24:44-49
 ❏ 31. Luke 24:50-53

BIBLE READING PLAN
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INTRODUCTION TO LUKE
The Gospel of Luke is the first of a two-part testimony of Jesus Christ, the 
second being the Book of Acts. Both accounts are addressed to Theophilus 
(Luke 1:3; Acts 1:1), although the letter later circulated throughout the Christian 
church. We don’t know who Theophilus was or even if this was his real name. 
Theophilus is a compound word meaning “Friend of God.” This reference could 
relate to “God-fearers,” Gentiles who believed in the Hebrew God but did not 
know Jesus. Theophilus had been instructed about Christ, but Luke wanted his 
reader to understand the “certainty” of what he had been taught (Luke 1:4). If 
Theophilus was not a believer, then Luke shared this narrative in order to lead 
him to faith in Christ. Most scholars argue that Luke’s Gospel was an effort to 
confirm the beliefs of a man who had already become a Christian.

KEY THEMES IN LUKE
Son of God and Son of Man — Jesus’ words and deeds attest to His oneness with 
God. At the same time, Jesus most frequently referred to Himself as the Son of 
Man (11:30; 12:8,10,40; 17:22,30; 18:8,31; 19:10; 21:27,36; 22:48,69; 24:7). This 
title was a direct claim to be the Messiah, but it also demonstrated Jesus’ identity 
with humanity.

Proof of the Messiah — Miracles abound in the earlier chapters of Luke, but the 
second half of Luke does not contain as many miracles as Jesus shifted to an 
emphasis on teaching. In fact, this section only includes three miracles (11:14-20; 
13:10-13; 18:35-43).

Practical and Ethical Teaching — Chapters 10–24 contain many episodes of 
Jesus’ teaching His disciples and the multitudes, often using parables (10:25-37; 
11:2-13; 12:1-3).

Preparation and Warnings Regarding the Future — Jesus warned about what 
would happen at the end of the age (11:29-32; 12:35-40; 13:34-35). 

The Kingdom of God — Luke described Jesus’ preaching about the kingdom of 
God (13:18-21; 17:21-35). Like He sent the apostles earlier, Jesus later sent out 
seventy disciples to preach about the kingdom (10:1-12). In His presence was 
found the nearness of the kingdom (10:9-11).

The Availability of the Kingdom for Believers from All Ethnicities — Luke 
emphasized Jesus’ statements and deeds that demonstrate the kingdom of God 
is not for Jews alone, but is available to everyone who will repent and believe 
(10:33; 17:16; 24:44-49).

The Future Judgment and the Urgency of Commitment — Because God’s 
judgment is inevitable, commitment to Jesus is imperative in His kingdom 
(20:9-19; 21:5-28).
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OUTLINE OF LUKE

ON THE COVER

Sycamore trees, also called 
fig-mulberries or sycamore figs 
(ficus sycomorus), are commonplace 
in Israel. Often planted along 
roadways for their shade, their short 
trunks and wide branches make them 
easy to climb. Zacchaeus climbed a 
sycamore tree to get a better view of 
Jesus. (See Session 6.) 

 I.  Preparation for the Ministry of Jesus (1:1–4:13)

 II.  Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (4:14–9:50)

 III.  Jesus’ Ministry in Judea and Perea (9:51–19:44)

  A. Setting out toward Jerusalem (9:51–13:21)
  B. Continuing toward Jerusalem (13:22–18:30)
  C. Final approach to Jerusalem (18:31–19:27)

 IV.  Climax of Jesus’ Ministry in Jerusalem (19:28–24:53)

  A. Arrival in Jerusalem (19:28-44)
  B. Controversies and teaching (19:45–21:38)
  C. Events of Jesus’ final Passover (22:1-46)
  D. Betrayal, arrest, and trials (22:47–23:25)
  E. Crucifixion and burial (23:26-56)
  F. Resurrection, Great Commission, and ascension (24:1-53)
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Neighbors? 
Believers demonstrate their love for God by extending grace to others.

LUKE 10:25-37
One of the most difficult demands of Jesus is to love our enemies. 
Now consider Jesus’ command to love our neighbors; that seems 
more plausible right? This is especially true if our concept of love is 
nothing more than social politeness. Yet, Jesus’ command to love 
our neighbor goes beyond the social norms. The type of love Jesus 
requires involves sacrifice and willingness to treat others with the 
same amount of attention we would typically reserve for ourselves. 
This is the Christian mandate of love. Believers demonstrate their 
love for God by extending grace to others.

Whom do you regard as your neighbor? What motivates you to love them 
regardless of their attitudes toward you?

S E S S I O N  1
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
LUKE 10:1–13:21
Parables are a perfect vehicle to ask questions that unsettle the listener 
because they both reveal and conceal their message. In other words, the 
meaning of a parable often sneaks up on the listener while defenses 
are down. One can be listening to a parable and all of the sudden 
find himself or herself in the story. The only way to truly understand 
a parable is to allow the parable to question you. To understand the 
question of the parable, one must understand the cultural context. 

The incident in this week’s Bible passage takes place amid Jesus’ 
usual activities of teaching, healing, and training His disciples. It is 
important to note that the tensions between Jesus and the Jewish 
religious leaders had begun to increase. In fact, Luke 9:51 marks a 
transition in the Gospel account, as Jesus “determined to journey to 
Jerusalem.” Each of the incidents in the context passage builds toward 
the climax in Jerusalem. 

The parable of the good Samaritan has two main groups of 
characters, Jews and Samaritans. The hatred between Jews and 
Samaritans had gone on for centuries. Even in the previous chapter, 
James and John, both Jewish disciples of Christ, asked Jesus to call 
down fire on the Samaritans when they did not welcome the prospect 
of Jesus ministering in their region (9:51-56).  

In a section of “woe” statements in 10:13-16, Jesus spoke against 
people whose idea of religious fidelity was wrapped up in ritual rather 
than a right relationship with God. He pointed out ways they had 
claimed religious privilege but at the same time were treating other 
people cruelly and deceitfully. 

This week’s study of the parable of the good Samaritan exemplifies 
these various conflicts. Jesus contrasted people who make a show of 
religion versus believers who express godly love. 

As you read Luke 10:25-37, identify the characters involved in  
the parable. How does the identity of each person contribute to  
the meaning of the parable?  

11Se ssion 1 :  Neighb ors? 
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
THE EXCHANGE (LUKE 10:25-29)
25 Then an expert in the law stood up to test him, saying, “Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 “What is written in the 
law?” he asked him. “How do you read it?” 27 He answered, “Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with 
all your strength, and with all your mind,” and “your neighbor as 
yourself.” 28 “You’ve answered correctly,” he told him. “Do this and 
you will live.” 29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, 
“And who is my neighbor?”

VERSES 25-29
Wanting to test Jesus, an expert in the law approached Him with a 
question about inheriting eternal life. Jesus turned the question on 
the man, who in turn answered wisely by noting that people are to 
love God with all their beings and love their neighbors. Wanting to 
justify his own actions, the lawyer pressed the debate by asking Jesus 
to define neighbor. 

Jesus perceived the intent of the man’s question, which is revealed 
to the reader in verse 29. He wanted to justify himself. The expert in 
the law wasn’t genuinely seeking an answer; he was attempting to test 
Jesus. Jesus responded with His own question: “What is written in 
the law?” he asked him. “How do you read it?” In other words, Jesus 
was saying, “You’re the expert in the law, what do you think?”

In response to Jesus’ question, the expert in the law quoted 
Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18, “Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all 
your mind,” and “your neighbor as yourself.” He was certainly right. 
Scripture commands that we love God will all that we are, and loving 
God requires that we love those who have been made in His image. We 
can even say that one test of our love of God is how we treat others. 

The command is to love others, but the qualifier of the command 
is extremely important here. Scripture is not just saying to love your 
neighbor but to love your neighbor as yourself. The heart-searching 
question of this text is this: Do you love others with the same amount 
of energy and grace that you show yourself? Most of us would answer 

© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources
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no to this question. This proposes a problem, because Jesus said, “Do 
this and you will live.” Who can pass this test before God’s all seeing 
eye? Only Jesus can. 

Jesus came to fulfill the law of God (Matt. 5:17-18; Luke 24:44). 
He is the only one who has perfectly demonstrated love for the Father 
(Phil. 2:8). He is the only one who has loved His neighbors with the 
same amount of care and concern as we typically reserve for ourselves 
(John 14:13). Therefore, the only way to inherit eternal life is to trust 
in the perfect obedience of Christ on our behalf. 

What is the relationship between loving God, others, and ourselves? How 
does a person’s view of themselves impact how they love God and others?

Jesus exposed the man’s attempt to justify himself. Consider 
again the question: “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” (v. 25). 
The wording is interesting. One does not typically earn an inheritance; 
an inheritance is something one receives. An inheritance is something 

BIBLE SKILL:  Read, reflect on, and react emotionally to a Bible verse.

Reflect on Jesus’ directive in Luke 10:27. Read it several times 
emphasizing different words each time. What implications does this 
imperative have for you? What does the personal nature of Jesus’ 
command mean for you? What kinds of action are required for us to be 
loving neighbors? 
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you are born in to, or in this case, born-again in to. There are only two 
options on the table. We are either justified before God through the 
righteousness of Jesus Christ, or we can attempt to justify ourselves 
before God on our merit. 

The religious leader’s next question reveals his struggle to justify 
himself. He asked Jesus: “And who is my neighbor?” If you cannot 
perfectly fulfill God’s commands, your only option is to try to limit 
the scope of God’s commands so that you can meet their standards. 
In other words, who am I required to love? 

Jesus challenged the notion of the man who assumed he could 
determine who deserves love. Both rebellion and religion can be 
ways of running from God. The first rebels against God through 
licentiousness. The second rebels against God by legalism. Religious 
people may have a difficult time seeing their need for Christ because 
of their self-righteousness. They don’t think they need grace because 
they have it all together. In the lawyer’s case, he assumed he was more 
righteous than a Samaritan. Surely, the law expert knew Leviticus 
19:17-18, which clearly identifies a neighbor as a fellow Israelite. But 
what about Leviticus 19:33-34, which commands that Israelites treat 
foreigners as fellow citizens?

How does self-righteousness come from comparing ourselves to others? 
How does this comparison expose what we are reliant on for salvation? 

THE STORY (LUKE 10:30-35)
30 Jesus took up the question and said, “A man was going down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of robbers. They 
stripped him, beat him up, and fled, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest 
happened to be going down that road. When he saw him, he passed 
by on the other side. 32 In the same way, a Levite, when he arrived at 
the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan 
on his journey came up to him, and when he saw the man, he had 
compassion. 34 He went over to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring 
on olive oil and wine. Then he put him on his own animal, brought 
him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two 
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denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him. 
When I come back I’ll reimburse you for whatever extra you spend.’

VERSES 30-32
The expert in the law wanted to “do something” to justify himself. 
He desired to present himself before God, and those around him, as 
one who fulfilled the law. But Jesus knew his heart, knowing that 
the law expert was asking, “Where can I draw the line?” Jesus used a 
parable to expose the problem. Once again, parables sneak up on us 
because we listen to them as an outsider, standing in judgment on the 
characters until we realize that we are just like the characters. This is 
why Jesus’ story is so penetrating. 

The characters in the story were going down from Jerusalem to 
•Jericho, probably returning home after worshiping at the temple. 
This was a common route, but it was also a dangerous road.  
The terrain was barren with numerous hiding spots for bandits. 
Robbers were notorious along this notoriously treacherous route. 

A man going down this road was beaten, stripped naked, and left 
for dead. Enter the first two characters, a pious priest and a legalistic 
•Levite. We can assume they were returning from worship. The text 
implies they deliberately steered clear of the bloodied man. 

It is clear from their actions that this beaten man was not worthy of 
their help. But here is the problem. According to Leviticus 19, it would 
have been their duty to save him. Why would they choose to pass by? 
Perhaps there was too much risk in helping. It could be a trap, and the 
religious leaders would be beaten as well. Even more, contact with a 
corpse, or someone near death, caused defilement for seven days and 
required going through a purification ritual. Stopping to help was too 
dangerous, too inconvenient, too costly. 

DID YOU KNOW?

The road from Jerusalem to Jericho was seventeen miles and dropped 
from over 2,500 feet above sea level in Jerusalem to approximately 800 
feet below sea level at Jericho.
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What might keep a person from going the extra mile when helping 
someone else?

What types of people are generally viewed as outcasts in our society? How 
would including them in this story impact how we understand this parable? 

VERSES 33-35
This is where we see why Jesus’ story was so piercing. The one who 
stopped and helped was not an Israelite but a •Samaritan. This 
would throw the whole audience into a moral dilemma. It was the 
Samaritan, hated by Jews, who actually fulfilled the law of Moses. 
It was the Samaritan who loved his enemy as his neighbor, probably 
getting bloody in the process. He took the risk of being beaten and 
robbed, he took the risk of being blamed for his death, he took on 
the cost of providing the expenses of the inn, where the beaten man 
would recover.  

By using a Samaritan rather than the Israelite as the positive 
example, Jesus set up an embarrassing scenario for His questioner. 
The religious leader began the conversation as the authority, looking 
at the situation from the outside—asking who is a neighbor. In 
Jesus’ story, the religious leader was forced to imagine himself as the 
beaten man on the side of the road, judging who actually acted like 
a neighbor. 

Grace comes in surprising ways from sources we would seldom 
expect. The Israelite’s enemy became the hero. The Samaritan was the 
one who demonstrated love to his enemy, the Jew. 

As we look back on this story, it’s as if we begin to see Jesus as the 
true and greater “good Samaritan.” Aren’t we like the beaten man? 
While we were the enemy, we were saved through the sacrifice of 
Jesus. Genuine righteousness expresses itself in love for others. Have 
we not been shown unmerited love by Christ? If so, then how can we 
deny love to others—even if they are our enemies? Those who have 
been given grace, show grace to others. Once again, one way to test 
your love of God is to look at how you treat others. 
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THE CHALLENGE (LUKE 10:36-37)
36 “Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to 
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 37 “The one who 
showed mercy to him,” he said. Then Jesus told him, “Go and do 
the same.”

VERSES 36-37
While the expert in the law did not want to recognize a Samaritan 
as his neighbor, surely he recognized the act of neighborliness in the 
story. Yet he couldn’t even bring himself to say the Samaritan showed 
mercy. He simply said, the one who showed mercy to him. This only 
drove home Jesus’ point. For the questioner, the words Samaritan and 
neighbor were contradictory. 

The point of the parable is to cause us to examine the expression 
and extent of our love for others. The expert in the law was focused 
on the extent of the law, but Jesus’ focus was on the intent of the law. 
True love of God causes us to love those created in the image of God. 
That means all people. 

The questioner had asked, “What do I have to do?” Jesus 
questioned him back, “What kind of person are you?” The second 
question answers the first. 

Jesus said: Go and do the same. What does this mean for us? Our 
relationship to God is expressed through our relationships with the 
people around us. Too often we resemble the expert in the law and 
want parameters for showing compassion and mercy. This is how we 
like our truth: neatly packaged and easily attainable. This parable 
challenges our passivity and self-interest. 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  The Christian and Social Order

Christians should work to provide for the orphaned, the needy, the 
abused, the aged, the helpless, and the sick (Jas. 1:27).
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APPLY THE TEXT
• Jesus exposes our attempts to justify ourselves.
• Jesus communicates with us in ways that we can understand.
• Jesus expects His followers to extend grace for all people.

What things are you doing in an effort to justify yourself? Ask God to 
expose those actions to you and for the courage to take action based 
upon what He tells you. 

What are several practical ways your group can show openness 
to others? What changes might your group need to make to be 
more inclusive? 

Who in your life could use a “good Samaritan” right now?  
What can you do to help them?

PRAYER NEEDS
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19Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________

Celebrate?
Believers can celebrate God’s restoring forgiveness.

LUKE 15:20-32 
Reunions are special. We love watching videos of soldiers returning 
home to their families. If we have children away at college, we may 
look forward to the holidays, spring break, and the summer more 
than they do. There is nothing like being face-to-face with family. 
But what if the separation came as a result of wrongdoing or a break 
in trust? Reunions then take on a different kind of intensity and 
emotion. Jesus told of the reunion between a man and his family 
to illustrate the joy we should share when God welcomes home a 
wayward child.

What do you enjoy about witnessing a reunion? Why should we celebrate 
reconciliation between people who have been at odds with each other?

S E S S I O N  2
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
LUKE 13:22–16:31
Luke 9:51 marked a transition in the Gospel account; Jesus has begun 
His journey toward the cross. As He got closer to Jerusalem, the 
drama increased. The Pharisees were doing all they could to trap Him. 
They invited Jesus to a banquet for that very purpose, seeing if He 
would heal a sick man on the Sabbath. 

We find several parables in Luke 13:22–16:31. Some of these 
stories were directed to Jesus’ opponents, exposing their sinful pride. 
Other stories pointed to God’s love for people and His searching for 
those who needed that love. He told of a lost sheep separated from the 
flock, of a woman turning her house upside down in search of a lost 
coin, and of a son who abandoned his father. 

The focus of this week’s study is the story of a father who had two 
sons. The younger of the two asked for his inheritance, even though 
his father was still living. He took his share and left for a distant land. 
He squandered all he had and then endured a famine. Not having 
any other option, he went to work tending pigs, a job no respectable 
Jewish man would ever take on. The son finally came to his senses 
and began the trek back home, hoping to simply be allowed to labor as 
a servant for his father. The son did not expect his father to treat him 
as a son; he knew he did not deserve to be treated as such. 

Read Luke 15:20-32 and notice the contrasts between the reactions  
of the father and older son. How does the father’s reaction compare  
to God’s response to those who come to Him in repentance?

EXPLORE THE TEXT
FORGIVENESS GRANTED (LUKE 15:20-24)
20 So he got up and went to his father. But while the son was still 
a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion. 
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He ran, threw his arms around his neck, and kissed him. 21 The 
son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your 
sight. I’m no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the father 
told his servants, ‘Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on 
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Then bring 
the fattened calf and slaughter it, and let’s celebrate with a feast, 
24 because this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found! ’ So they began to celebrate.

VERSES 20-21
We pick up the story as the son took action. His money was gone, 
and the famine only made it worse. He had nowhere else to go. Jesus 
stated in verse 17 that he came to his senses. It’s amazing what 
hitting rock bottom will do to a person. 

Jesus indicated that the son got up and went to his father. He was 
turning from his life of rebellion and turning back to his only source 
of hope. So hungry that he would have eaten the pigs’ slop, the son 
recognized how far he had fallen. His turnaround is captured by the 
simple phrase he got up. 

While the fact that the younger son got up referred to rising 
physically, it also can be seen as a metaphor for his spiritual condition. 
He reached the lowest point of his life, morally and spiritually. He got 
up in repentance and started home. 

The father saw the prodigal long before he reached the house. 
Perhaps he had been constantly looking down the road his son had 
taken when he left home. In any case, while the son was still a long 
way off, the father reacted decisively.

The father’s heart was filled with compassion at the sight of his 
boy. He probably could see his son’s ragged appearance but didn’t need 
explanations. Knowing his son had returned was enough. The father ran 

DID YOU KNOW?

In ancient Jewish culture, distinguished men did not run but always 
walked in a dignified manner. Running was considered degrading.
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to meet him. Understanding that the father in this parable represents 
God, we observe the only time God is portrayed as rushing. 

The story paints a magnificent portrait of God’s love as the father 
threw his arms around his neck. He was not repulsed by the smell 
of swine on his son’s clothing, he only cared that his son had come 
home. The form of the verb kissed him suggests the father repeatedly 
kissed his son. The father did not have to hear an explanation. Love 
and compassion flowed from his heart.

True to his plan, the son spoke the words he rehearsed in the pig 
pen (v. 19). He did not try to rationalize or excuse his behavior but 
confessed that he had sinned. With the phrase against heaven, he 
admitted his ultimate sin was against God. Some prodigals try to 
blame others when they take the wrong road in life. The returning 
son refused to put responsibility on anyone but himself. 

Humility and desperation can be heard in the young man’s self-
pronounced sentence: I’m no longer worthy to be called your son. He 
thought no father could possibly claim someone who behaved in such 
a notorious manner.

How does the attitude of the younger son portray the way we are to 
approach God? What attitudes are seen in the younger son that should be 
demonstrated by us as well? 

VERSES 22-24
The son was about to ask to be made as one of the hired hands, but 
before he could complete his statement the father spoke. Perhaps 
the father was too emotional to address his son directly; instead, he  
spoke to the servants. 

Joy flowed in the father’s instruction: Quick! He commanded the 
servants to bring out the best robe. The robe likely was the father’s 
own robe since the best robe in the house would have belonged to him. 
The father also commanded the servants to put a ring on his finger 
and sandals on his feet. Robes and rings indicated status. Recall that 
in the Old Testament, Pharaoh gave Joseph a robe to signify his royal 
authority, and he took the signet ring from his own finger and gave it 
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to Joseph, when he elevated Joseph from his prison cell to a position 
of virtual royalty in Egypt (Gen. 41:42).

The servants were to bring the fattened calf and slaughter it. 
This animal had received special care, prepared for exceptional 
celebrations. Preparing and cooking the animal took time. The young 
man would be able to bathe, rest, and recover from his journey before 
the feast. You can feel the father’s elation as he involved the entire 
household with the phrase let’s celebrate. 

Perhaps tears of happiness flooded the father’s eyes as he spoke of 
this son of mine. Nothing the son had done would cause the father to 
disavow him. The young man was lost in more ways than the father’s 
not knowing where he was. The prodigal lost his way long before he left 
home. The word lost is a participle. The phrase could read, “being lost.” 
The father did not minimize the son’s sin, but now the dead was alive 
again. The lost had been found. The entire household, represented by 
the word they, joined in the father’s happiness. They began to celebrate.  

Christianity isn’t “Clean yourself up and 
run to God.” Rather, it’s “Run to God, 

and He will make you clean.” 
As the son returned home, he found acceptance and grace. The 

grace the father showed the son was costly, but not in the sense that 
it cost the son. The father was essentially saying, “I am bringing you 
back at great cost to myself.” The slaughtered animal was part of the 
family wealth. This is all grace. From the outset, this text reminds us 
that Christianity isn’t “Clean yourself up and run to God.” Rather, it’s 
“Run to God, and He will make you clean.” 

What characteristics and actions are seen in the father that mirror how 
God responds when a person comes to Him in repentance? 

RESENTMENT EXPRESSED (LUKE 15:25-30)
25 “Now his older son was in the field; as he came near the house, 
he heard music and dancing. 26 So he summoned one of the 
servants, questioning what these things meant. 27 ‘Your brother is 
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here,’ he told him, ‘and your father has slaughtered the fattened 
calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 28 “Then he became 
angry and didn’t want to go in. So his father came out and pleaded 
with him. 29 But he replied to his father, ‘Look, I have been slaving 
many years for you, and I have never disobeyed your orders, yet 
you never gave me a goat so that I could celebrate with my friends. 
30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your assets 
with prostitutes, you slaughtered the fattened calf for him.’

VERSES 25-27
The father’s older son was not present at his brother’s homecoming. 
He was in the field, likely supervising laborers. As he came near the 
house, he heard music and dancing. Instead of entering, the elder son 
summoned one of the servants. At this point, he was not angry but 
inquisitively questioning what these things meant. 

The servant referred to the prodigal as your brother. We can 
imagine that the servant reflected the excitement expressed by 
the father. His manner of response indicated he expected the older 
brother to have the same feelings of relief and joy as the father. 

Most shocking to the firstborn son would have been the news his 
father had slaughtered the fattened calf. The use of the definite article 
the indicates this calf was unique. It was reserved for a special occasion. 
The servant supplied the reason for the celebration: he (the father) has 
him (the prodigal) back safe and sound. The father rejoiced not only 
because the prodigal had returned but because his son was whole again.

BIBLE SKILL:  Review the background of practices in biblical times.

To understand the Jewish concept of the firstborn and the rights of 
inheritance, read about these two topics in a Bible dictionary. Review 
Bible passages noted in the articles. What insights about inheritance 
did you gain from these articles? How do these articles give you a 
deeper understanding of the older son’s inappropriate response? 
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Allowing the younger son back into the family came at an expense 
not only to the father but to the older brother. To put it plainly, the cost 
of throwing a feast with the family livestock was taken out of the older 
brother’s account. The older son lost a portion of his inheritance to bring 
the rebellious younger son back into the family. 

VERSES 28-30
The elder son was not merely annoyed but was filled with rage. The 
reason for his anger is explained in verse 29. Three times in verse 29 
he focused attention on himself: I have been slaving … I have never 
disobeyed … so that I could celebrate. When we are centered on 
ourselves, we judge everything in terms of how it affects us. 

Use of the verb translated slaving means he thought he worked 
like one of his father’s slaves. Having likely spent a hard day in the 
fields before encountering the party would have heightened the son’s 
sensitivity to this matter. He had been faithful for many years. He 
claimed to have never disobeyed the father’s orders. He was angry 
that the father had not acknowledged his faithfulness by even giving 
him so much as a goat to celebrate with his friends. The elder son’s 
bitterness can be heard in the way he would not acknowledge the 
prodigal as his brother but called him this son of yours.  

The elder brother represented the Pharisees and others who 
resented Jesus’ attention to sinners. Like the elder brother, we can 
think God owes us something because of our faithfulness. The lesson 
of the three parables in Luke 15 emphasizes the way we should rejoice 
when people repent and turn to Jesus.

How might the attitude of the older son be expressed by believers today? 
Why might a believer question the repentance of some people and the 
grace God extends them? 

REALITY DEFINED (LUKE 15:31-32)
31 “‘Son,’ he said to him, ‘you are always with me, and everything 
I have is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this 
brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’”

here,’ he told him, ‘and your father has slaughtered the fattened 
calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 28 “Then he became 
angry and didn’t want to go in. So his father came out and pleaded 
with him. 29 But he replied to his father, ‘Look, I have been slaving 
many years for you, and I have never disobeyed your orders, yet 
you never gave me a goat so that I could celebrate with my friends. 
30 But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your assets 
with prostitutes, you slaughtered the fattened calf for him.’

VERSES 25-27
The father’s older son was not present at his brother’s homecoming. 
He was in the field, likely supervising laborers. As he came near the 
house, he heard music and dancing. Instead of entering, the elder son 
summoned one of the servants. At this point, he was not angry but 
inquisitively questioning what these things meant. 

The servant referred to the prodigal as your brother. We can 
imagine that the servant reflected the excitement expressed by 
the father. His manner of response indicated he expected the older 
brother to have the same feelings of relief and joy as the father. 

Most shocking to the firstborn son would have been the news his 
father had slaughtered the fattened calf. The use of the definite article 
the indicates this calf was unique. It was reserved for a special occasion. 
The servant supplied the reason for the celebration: he (the father) has 
him (the prodigal) back safe and sound. The father rejoiced not only 
because the prodigal had returned but because his son was whole again.

BIBLE SKILL:  Review the background of practices in biblical times.

To understand the Jewish concept of the firstborn and the rights of 
inheritance, read about these two topics in a Bible dictionary. Review 
Bible passages noted in the articles. What insights about inheritance 
did you gain from these articles? How do these articles give you a 
deeper understanding of the older son’s inappropriate response? 
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VERSES 31-32
You can almost hear the tenderness in the father’s voice. First, he 
reminded the older brother that he was his son. Their relationship 
had not changed because the younger brother had returned. Second, 
the father acknowledged you are always with me. Third, the father 
assured the older son that the legacy of the firstborn was intact: 
everything I have is yours. His brother’s return would not affect 
the father’s responsibility to the elder son. When the younger son 
asked for his inheritance before leaving home, the father divided the 
inheritance between both sons, indicating that the older son already 
had ownership of everything that was left (v. 12). Ironically, even the 
fattened calf in essence belonged to the older brother!

Using the contrastive conjunction but, the father wanted his 
son to understand that they both had reason to celebrate and 
rejoice. While the older brother characterized the prodigal as this 
son of yours, the father reminded him of his filial relationship: this 
brother of yours. As such, the older son should join in the joy of this 
homecoming. The father repeated the statement he made to the 
servants when the prodigal arrived. He had considered him to be 
dead, but now he was alive again; the lost had been found. 

We were all prodigals at one time. We were dead in our sin before 
Jesus gave us life. We were like sheep who go astray, but Jesus is the 
Good Shepherd who found us and brought us safely home to Himself. 
Just as the angels of heaven rejoiced over us, they also sing for joy over 
other people who come to Christ (Luke 15:7). We should join them. 

What is the value of celebrating the salvation of a new believer to that 
new believer? To a maturing believer?

KE Y DOCTRINE:  Evangelism and Missions

The new birth of man’s spirit by God’s Holy Spirit means the birth of 
love for others (Acts 10:42-43).
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APPLY THE TEXT
• God offers us forgiveness when we turn to Him in repentance. 
• Jealousy can rob believers of the joy of others coming to Christ.
• Believers should celebrate the salvation of others.

Share about how you realized your need for God’s forgiveness. If you have 
not sought God’s forgiveness, review the information on the inside front 
cover to learn more about doing so. 

Examine your life for jealousy you may feel toward another believer, 
perhaps because of their gifting or how God has chosen to bless them. 
Take time to confess your jealousy to God and ask Him to help you 
celebrate what He is doing in and through that person. 

As a group, share stories of unlikely conversion stories that you have 
personally seen. How does celebrating these stories of grace help shape 
your heart to love what God loves?

PRAYER NEEDS

 

VERSES 31-32
You can almost hear the tenderness in the father’s voice. First, he 
reminded the older brother that he was his son. Their relationship 
had not changed because the younger brother had returned. Second, 
the father acknowledged you are always with me. Third, the father 
assured the older son that the legacy of the firstborn was intact: 
everything I have is yours. His brother’s return would not affect 
the father’s responsibility to the elder son. When the younger son 
asked for his inheritance before leaving home, the father divided the 
inheritance between both sons, indicating that the older son already 
had ownership of everything that was left (v. 12). Ironically, even the 
fattened calf in essence belonged to the older brother!

Using the contrastive conjunction but, the father wanted his 
son to understand that they both had reason to celebrate and 
rejoice. While the older brother characterized the prodigal as this 
son of yours, the father reminded him of his filial relationship: this 
brother of yours. As such, the older son should join in the joy of this 
homecoming. The father repeated the statement he made to the 
servants when the prodigal arrived. He had considered him to be 
dead, but now he was alive again; the lost had been found. 

We were all prodigals at one time. We were dead in our sin before 
Jesus gave us life. We were like sheep who go astray, but Jesus is the 
Good Shepherd who found us and brought us safely home to Himself. 
Just as the angels of heaven rejoiced over us, they also sing for joy over 
other people who come to Christ (Luke 15:7). We should join them. 

What is the value of celebrating the salvation of a new believer to that 
new believer? To a maturing believer?

KE Y DOCTRINE:  Evangelism and Missions

The new birth of man’s spirit by God’s Holy Spirit means the birth of 
love for others (Acts 10:42-43).
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Worthy?
God welcomes those who approach Him in humble and simple faith. 

LUKE 18:9-17 
When we look in a mirror, our adjustments begin. The mirror gives us 
a clearer picture of who we are. The same is true of the Bible.  
We don’t just read the Bible, the Bible often reads us. By nature, we 
are prone to view ourselves more highly than we ought. Real faith 
is demonstrated in and through humility. God welcomes those who 
approach Him in humble and simple faith.

How does the image we see in a mirror encourage us and discourage us 
at the same time?  

Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
LUKE 17:1–18:30
Throughout Luke 17:1–18:30, Jesus taught about discipleship and 
the kingdom of God, in many places with parables. The audience of 
the parable in 18:9-14 is identified as those who were convinced of 
their own righteousness. Like we saw in the parable of the prodigal 
son (15:11-32), the religious leaders (likened to the older brother) 
often had trouble accepting the fact that God shows grace to the 
unrighteous. Pride makes grace difficult to accept. With this in mind, 
the Pharisees were the primary target of Jesus’ teaching in this 
week’s passage.  

As it will become clear in our parable, Pharisees regularly looked 
down on people who did not, in their estimation, come close to 
fulfilling the strict requirements of the law. This is one reason Jesus 
enraged them. Jesus not only spent time with the unrighteous and 
broken, He also extended them grace. For the self-righteous, God’s 
grace is scandalous. This parable reminds us that God welcomes all 
people. He lifts up the humble. While the outer appearances of the 
religious leaders made them look like they were right with God, Jesus 
made clear that was not the case. 

Jesus cares for those who are often deemed insignificant. God 
is not coerced by deeds or by man-made measures of importance 
that tip the scales in people’s minds. This paradigm sets us up 
to understand how the next few scenes in Luke’s Gospel should 
be interpreted. The rich young ruler (18:18-30), the blind man 
(18:35-43), and Zacchaeus are examples of either recipients or 
rejecters of the kingdom of God. We see a growing picture of how the 
kingdom of God operates. 

Read Luke 18:9-17, looking for insight into the true nature of the  
kingdom of God. What does this passage teach about how a person  
enters the kingdom?
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
RELIGIOUS PRIDE (LUKE 18:9-12)
9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that 
they were righteous and looked down on everyone else: 10 “Two 
men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other 
a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee was standing and praying like this 
about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I’m not like other people—
greedy, unrighteous, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 
12 I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of everything I get.’

VERSES 9-12
We are explicitly told that this •parable was directed at those 
who trusted in their own ability to obtain righteousness and 
who arrogantly looked down on others. The Pharisee in Jesus’ 
parable actually thought he was better than them. This is what 
all self-righteous people do, isn’t it? They bolster their own sense 
of righteousness by comparing themselves to others. They make 
themselves feel better by putting down people who aren’t as 
“righteous” as they are. Scripture makes it clear that God rejects 
the proud (Jas. 4:6,10; 1 Pet. 5:5). 

This is precisely the purpose of the parable —to warn those who 
self-righteously look at others with contempt. To accomplish this end, 
Jesus told a parable about two men, the first of whom was a •Pharisee 
who prayed with righteous arrogance and viewed himself as worthy 
of God’s recognition. Note the wording of verse 11, the Pharisee was 
praying about himself. He was not thanking God for His grace and 
mercy; he was thanking God for his own self-righteousness. He was 
parading his good deeds before others, as if that made him more 
worthy of God’s love.  

How does trusting in one’s self lead to contempt for others? 

The Pharisee exalted himself by comparison. It’s important to 
note that the Pharisee compared himself to a tax collector. Jesus’ 
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usage of a tax collector in this parable was a powerful way to get His 
point across. Tax collectors were loathed because of their perceived 
greed and relationship with Rome. As Jesus’ story makes clear, they 
were considered unrighteous and adulterous. The Pharisees on the 
other hand, were highly regarded as model religious citizens. 

The Pharisee exalted himself by listing his commendable religious 
accomplishments. Not only did he tithe from everything he received, 
he also fasted twice a week. If you compare the religious deeds of 
the Pharisee to the unrighteous deeds of the tax collector, you might 
assume that the Pharisee was more honorable than the other. But the 
opposite was true, as will be seen at the end of the parable. 

Any religious person hearing the first few words of this parable 
would have commended the fictional Pharisee for his religious deeds. 
In fact, they would have immediately identified with this character; 
he depicted all they longed to be. But in just a few words to set the 
scene, Jesus surfaced the problem within the listener’s hearts. By all 
external qualifications this Pharisee was a good man, but when you 
look at his prayer you see something very telling. His prayer was all 
about his accomplishments. Underneath the veneer of his God-talk 
and morality was adoration of self. 

The religious leaders were known for their deeds and for their 
pride in justifying their own righteousness before others. Like all 
of us, however, deep down they must have known their inability 
to live up to God’s perfect law. In many ways, their attempts to 
publicly prove their own righteousness were simple efforts to ease 
their internal guilt. The Scriptures teach that no one can be justified 
in God’s sight by self-effort. Even believers must safeguard against 
religious pride because pride makes us blind to our need for grace. 

DID YOU KNOW?

Jews were commanded to fast only one day a year, on the Day of 
Atonement (Lev. 16:29; 23:27). 
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What practices might a person point to today to announce 
their righteousness? 

GODLY HUMILITY (LUKE 18:13-14)
13 “But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even raise his 
eyes to heaven but kept striking his chest and saying, ‘God, have 
mercy on me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this one went down to his house 
justified rather than the other, because everyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

VERSE 13
The second character in the story was a tax collector. The Pharisee 
and the tax collector could not have been more different in people’s 
perception, or in their internal posture toward God. While the 
Pharisee utilized his public prayers to praise himself before others, 
the tax collector’s prayers were a plea for God’s grace. 

In Scripture, lifting up one’s eyes to heaven is often depicted as a 
normal posture for prayer (Ps. 123:1; Mark 6:41). But in this parable 

 BIBLE SKILL:  Compare other passages for insight.

Review passages that relate to prayer such as Numbers 16:22; 
Joshua 7:6; 1 Kings 8:54; Psalm 95:6;141:2; Daniel 6:10; Romans 14:11; 
and Philippians 2:10. What does the posture in each passage reveal 
about the attitude expressed toward God? 
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and the tax collector could not have been more different in people’s 
perception, or in their internal posture toward God. While the 
Pharisee utilized his public prayers to praise himself before others, 
the tax collector’s prayers were a plea for God’s grace. 

In Scripture, lifting up one’s eyes to heaven is often depicted as a 
normal posture for prayer (Ps. 123:1; Mark 6:41). But in this parable 
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Joshua 7:6; 1 Kings 8:54; Psalm 95:6;141:2; Daniel 6:10; Romans 14:11; 
and Philippians 2:10. What does the posture in each passage reveal 
about the attitude expressed toward God? 

 

the tax collector did not lift up his eyes because of his awareness of 
shame. In fact, he was so overwhelmed by his own guilt he beat his 
chest in despair. 

The text in verse 13 literally reads, “God have mercy on me 
the sinner.” The Pharisee primarily thought of sin externally and 
comparatively. If we approach sin this way, there will always be someone 
who sins more than us, so we will never truly feel the weight of our 
sinfulness. The self-righteous can always look down on others. However, 
the tax collector actually had a more accurate view of himself. He was 
saying, “I am lost, and where everyone else is morally does not affect my 
lostness.” The tax collector was not focusing on his actions but the root 
of those actions. He was a sinner, period. 

How does honest confession of sin open the door to God’s forgiveness? 

The tax collector had done nothing to 
earn God’s justification. And that is 

precisely the point.

VERSE 14
Jesus said that the tax collector went home justified before God. 
Justification is a legal term and is the opposite of condemnation. 
To condemn others is to declare them guilty; to justify others is to 
declare them righteous. In Scripture, the term justification is used 
to describe God’s expression of unmerited favor by which He puts 
sinners right with Himself—not only pardoning them but accepting 
them and treating them as righteous. For Jesus to declare the tax 
collector justified would have enraged the religious leaders. For them, 
the tax collector had done nothing to earn God’s justification. And 
that is precisely the point. 

This parable gets to the heart of the gospel. The Pharisee was 
trying to justify himself by his good deeds. The tax collector knew he 
could not justify himself, cried out for God’s grace, and God justified 
him. While the Pharisee couldn’t see his need for grace because of his 

33Se ssion 3 :  Wor thy?

© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources



self-righteous pride, the tax collector could see only his need. If we 
want God’s grace, we must first see our need for His grace. 

With this powerful parable, Jesus teaches us that the proud will 
be humbled and the humble will be exalted. What happened next 
demonstrates this point further. God desires a childlike faith from all 
who come to him. 

How can a person’s own perceived “goodness” get in the way of humbly 
confessing his or her sin to God?

CHILDLIKE FAITH (LUKE 18:15-17)
15 People were bringing infants to him so that he might touch 
them, but when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 16 Jesus, 
however, invited them: “Let the little children come to me, and 
don’t stop them, because the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these. 17 Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 
God like a little child will never enter it.”

VERSE 15
Again Jesus accepted the unlikely. Luke used the term infants and a 
word translated little children in reference to babies or those in early 
childhood. In that culture, children were often considered insignificant. 
This is why the disciples rebuked those who brought children for Jesus 
to bless and to pray for them. The disciples seem to have shared the 
culture’s attitude toward children, who had little status in their world. 
On a deeper level, this reveals that the disciples thought only certain 
people were worthy of Jesus’ time and attention.

VERSES 16-17
Jesus not only welcomed the children but encouraged them to be 
brought to Him. Once again, He welcomed the insignificant and 
overlooked. The kingdom of God belongs to those who are in need. 
The kingdom belongs to those who are like children, those who are 
valued little in society. Of all people, children are the most dependent. 

34 E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e |  P er son a l St u dy Gu i de

© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources



They are as reliant on their parents for their sustenance as the tax 
collector was on God for mercy and grace. 

God desires all of us to approach Him with humility—like the tax 
collector and with childlike faith. This type of dependence cannot 
coexist with pride. Small children, unlike most adults, realize they are 
dependent receivers. Furthermore, Jesus’ reception of children strikes 
down the assumption of the disciples that Jesus accepts only certain 
types of people who are worthy of His attention. 

We are completely dependent on  
the grace of God.

All who desire to enter God’s kingdom must enter with a childlike 
humility and faith. Are we like these little children—humble, 
dependent, trusting? Just as children look toward their parents in 
dependence, trust, hope, and humility, God calls us to look to Him as 
our Father. We are completely dependent on the grace of God. 

The good news is God is a good Father. In Christ we are given all 
of the riches of His kingdom and none of us deserve it. A tremendous 
cost was paid so that we could be adopted into God’s family and have 
the right to cry out to Him as our “Abba father.” May we never become 
ungrateful children. May we never approach our heavenly Father as 
though we deserve anything because of our merit. Let’s be honest 
about ourselves like the tax collector. Let us always come to God as a 
child would to loving parents. 

How does the trust expressed by a child compare to the trust expressed 
by the tax collector in the parable? 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  Salvation

There is no salvation apart from personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord 
(John 14:6). 
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APPLY THE TEXT
• Believers must safeguard against religious pride.
• Believers must confess their sins to the Father. 
• God builds His kingdom on childlike trust and honesty. 

Discuss as a group ways all people, even faithful Christians, are 
susceptible to religious pride. What are some practical ways that we 
can develop self-awareness to keep from becoming like the Pharisee 
in the parable?

Take some time to review the past seven days, looking for sins you 
have failed to confess to God. Write a prayer, confessing those sins 
to the Father. 

How would you rate your trust and honesty in your prayers?  
What actions do you need to take to build that trust and to be  
more honest with God? 

PRAYER NEEDS
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37Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________

Worshiped 
Jesus is worthy of our worship and praise. 

LUKE 19:29-40
God created human beings to worship, namely, to worship Him. All 
of Scripture points to Jesus Christ as God, which means He is worthy 
of our worship and praise. Moreover, the testimonies of the Gospels 
give us clear depictions of Jesus as God. But not all people respond to 
Jesus with worship. Even still, God provides all we need to worship 
Jesus. With this truth in mind, the call to worship Jesus, along with 
the evidence and grace we need to do so, attest to God’s goodness in 
His revelation of Christ His son. 

What about Jesus draws people to worship Him?

S E S S I O N  4
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT 
LUKE 19:28-48
In Luke’s Gospel account, Jesus had been moving toward Jerusalem, 
each step bringing Him closer to the cross. Twice before, He described 
His approaching death. (See Luke 9:51; 13;22.) Drawing closer to 
Jerusalem, Jesus again explained how He would be killed then raised 
to life again (18:31-33). Jesus’ revelation set a framework for the final 
chapters of Luke. 

In this session, we will explore what is often called “The Triumphal 
Entry,” where Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a colt. The tension 
that had been building between Jesus and the Jewish religious leaders 
reached a climax. “The chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the 
people were looking for a way to kill him” (19:47).

For Jesus’ followers, however, the events of these last days and 
their fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies would become more 
evidence of His identity. This shows us that God provides all the 
evidence we need to worship Christ as Lord. From His words to His 
miraculous works, Jesus proves that He is worthy of worship.

Worship is something God takes seriously. In the Old Testament, 
the people of God often faced judgment for failing to worship God as 
He ascribed. Jesus is worthy of worship regardless of what people think 
about Him. As we examine this week’s Bible passage, ask the Spirit to 
strengthen your reassurance that Jesus truly is the Savior of the world. 

Read Luke 19:29-40 and identify actions that reflect worship of Jesus. 
How is obedience to Him an act of worship?

EXPLORE THE TEXT
OBEY (LUKE 19:29-34)
29 As he approached Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called 
the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples 30 and said, 
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“Go into the village ahead of you. As you enter it, you will find a 
colt tied there, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 
31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say this: ‘The Lord 
needs it.’” 32 So those who were sent left and found it just as he had 
told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, 
“Why are you untying the colt?” 34 “The Lord needs it,” they said.”

VERSE 29
Jesus’ long anticipated arrival to Jerusalem was now here. •Bethphage 
was considered the outer boundary of Jerusalem and was near the 
•Mount of Olives. The name Bethphage is somewhat ironic since Jesus 
had already condemned the people for being an unproductive fig tree 
(Luke 13:6-9). •Bethany, which is also mentioned, was the home of 
Mary, Martha, and Lazarus (10:38-42). The Mount of Olives is rich 
in biblical imagery. It is at this place that Jesus ascended into heaven 
in Luke’s second account (Acts 1). In His ascension, one of the angels 
noted that Jesus would return as He departed, which some suggest is 
an indication that He will return to this same point. 

Readers who are familiar with the Old Testament may notice that 
this scene points back to Zechariah 14, where the prophet predicted 
the Messiah would appear on the Mount of Olives to deliver His 
people from their oppressors. Unlike worldly military kings who 
conquer through wartime killing, Jesus came to conquer through 
His own death as the king of peace. The common designation of this 
event as the “Triumphal Entry” is somewhat peculiar. There was 
nothing triumphant about it from an immediate perspective. As 
Christians, we understand that the true triumphant entry of Jesus 
Christ will occur at the second coming.  

DID YOU KNOW?

The Mount of Olives is the dominant peak of a mountain ridge that runs 
approximately two-and-a half miles north to south on the east side of 
Jerusalem, rising 200 feet above the Temple Mount.   
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VERSES 30-31
Jesus gave the disciples their marching orders to go into the village 
and find a colt. This event fulfilled Zechariah 9:9. Typically, kings 
arrived to conquer on warhorses. The colt, in light of Zechariah’s 
prophecy, connects Jesus’ arrival to humility and peace. That this 
particular colt had not been ridden before sets it apart as pure for the 
sacred purpose of carrying the king. What an honor for this lowly 
beast of burden. This colt would bear the Savior on its back, where 
Jesus would soon bear the sins of the world on His. To fulfill the 
Scriptures, Jesus instructed His disciples to find this unridden colt 
and release it, just as its rider would soon release His people from the 
tyranny of sin and death. 

Jesus demonstrated complete control over the situation by 
prophetically telling the disciples that if anyone asked why they were 
taking the animal, they were to respond that the Lord needs it. The 
designation Lord communicates the authority of the rider. 

What is the relationship between obedience and worship?  
How does one impact the other? 

BIBLE SKILL:  Connect Old Testament prophecy to New 
Testament fulfillment.

Luke referenced three Old Testament passages without mentioning 
them specifically. Read Zechariah 9:9, Habakkuk 2:11, and Psalm 
118:26. How did Jesus’ final visit to Jerusalem generate both praise 
and woe? How does each passage help us get a clearer understanding 
of Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem?
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VERSES 32-34
The disciples immediately obeyed the Lord, and His words proved 
true. As they untied the colt, the owners asked the very question Jesus 
said they would. The disciples answered the owners just as Jesus had 
instructed them. Some have proposed that Jesus had a prearranged 
agreement with the owners. A better explanation is that Luke was 
showing us how Jesus exhibited total control over the situation. 
Jesus knew the colt’s location, that it was tied-up, He was aware of its 
unridden condition, and He instructed them in exactly how to procure 
it. Luke shows us that for the disciples, Jesus’ word is enough to incite 
obedience. The fulfillment of Jesus’ prophetic words only bolstered the 
truth of His identity to these disciples. 

It is important to note that Jesus did not arrive in Jerusalem high 
and exalted but as a lowly servant of the purposes of the heavenly 
Father. He was not the king Jerusalem expected, but soon no one 
would doubt His sovereign rule. This entire scene shows us that Jesus 
provides everything we need to worship Him. From the colt to the 
entrance, Jesus prepared the path for those around Him to give Him 
the worship He is due.

Is preparation necessary to worship Jesus? Explain. 

PRAISE (LUKE 19:35-38)
35 Then they brought it to Jesus, and after throwing their clothes 
on the colt, they helped Jesus get on it. 36 As he was going along, 
they were spreading their clothes on the road. 37 Now he came near 
the path down the Mount of Olives, and the whole crowd of the 
disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the 
miracles they had seen: 38 Blessed is the King who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heaven!

VERSES 35-36
The animal’s role in the unfolding drama becomes clear in the next 
few verses. In obedience, the disciples brought it to Jesus and then 
spread their garments on the colt and on the path Jesus would travel. 

VERSES 30-31
Jesus gave the disciples their marching orders to go into the village 
and find a colt. This event fulfilled Zechariah 9:9. Typically, kings 
arrived to conquer on warhorses. The colt, in light of Zechariah’s 
prophecy, connects Jesus’ arrival to humility and peace. That this 
particular colt had not been ridden before sets it apart as pure for the 
sacred purpose of carrying the king. What an honor for this lowly 
beast of burden. This colt would bear the Savior on its back, where 
Jesus would soon bear the sins of the world on His. To fulfill the 
Scriptures, Jesus instructed His disciples to find this unridden colt 
and release it, just as its rider would soon release His people from the 
tyranny of sin and death. 

Jesus demonstrated complete control over the situation by 
prophetically telling the disciples that if anyone asked why they were 
taking the animal, they were to respond that the Lord needs it. The 
designation Lord communicates the authority of the rider. 

What is the relationship between obedience and worship?  
How does one impact the other? 

BIBLE SKILL:  Connect Old Testament prophecy to New 
Testament fulfillment.

Luke referenced three Old Testament passages without mentioning 
them specifically. Read Zechariah 9:9, Habakkuk 2:11, and Psalm 
118:26. How did Jesus’ final visit to Jerusalem generate both praise 
and woe? How does each passage help us get a clearer understanding 
of Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem?
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They were giving Jesus the “red-carpet treatment.” Both actions denote 
royalty. (See 2 Kings 9:13.) This was also the way Solomon entered 
Jerusalem as the successor to his father, King David (1 Kings 1:33,38). 
Those who knew the Scriptures well would have undoubtedly noticed 
the royal scene as it unfolded before their eyes. 

VERSES 37-38
Imagine the city before them as the King began His descent down 
the Mount of Olives toward the shadow of the cross. In this moment, 
the whole crowd of disciples began to praise God loudly in light of 
all the miraculous deeds they had witnessed Jesus perform. God’s 
work was the source of their praise. During Jesus’ ministry, the 
deaf became able to speak, the blind were able to see, the lame were 
able to walk, lepers were cleansed, and the gospel of the kingdom 
was preached (Luke 7:22). The evidence of God’s power in Jesus 
was unmistakable. Yet still, the greatest miracle of all waited before 
them. Jesus entered the city to die but would miraculously rise 
again from the dead. Imagine the disciple’s minds and hearts as they 
reflected on these events after Jesus had risen from the dead. 

Luke emphasized Jesus’ royalty in this moment by reporting that 
the disciples praised Him as the King. But once again, this was not a 
king who came to conquer through war but though peace. Moreover, 
His kingship is not limited to this world but extends to the heavens. 
Jesus came in the name of the Lord to bring peace and glory from 
the highest heaven. This language is similar to that of the angels at 
Jesus’ birth, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth 
to people he favors” (Luke 2:14). The disciples’ praises also echo Psalm 
118:26—“He who comes in the name of the Lord is blessed.”

The implications of how one responds 
to Jesus are clear. To reject Jesus as 

King is to reject God.
In the Gospels of Matthew and Mark, the disciples are recorded 

as using the designation “Hosanna” (from Ps. 118:25, which means 
“Please, Lord, save us”). For a Jewish audience this designation 
painted Jesus as the Son of David, the rightful sovereign King. Since 
Luke was writing for a larger audience, he used the language of 
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kingship while avoiding the Jewish vocabulary which would  
have been foreign to his Gentile readers. 

All in all, however, the implications of how one responds to Jesus 
are clear. To reject Jesus as King is to reject God, because Jesus came 
in the name of the Lord. The proper response to Scripture’s testimony 
of Christ is praise.

WORTHY (LUKE 19:39-40)
39 Some of the Pharisees from the crowd told him, “Teacher, rebuke 
your disciples.” 40 He answered, “I tell you, if they were to keep 
silent, the stones would cry out.”

VERSE 39
The response of praise in the crowd was not unanimous. The all-too 
familiar Pharisees remained in character. Their reaction was not 
surprising, given their previous hostility. Like many times before, they 
refused to see Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah. Here they called on 
Jesus to rebuke His disciples for their blasphemous actions. Certainly 
they would have recognized the similarity of these happenings to the 
royal passages in Zechariah and the Psalms. 

The tension between Jesus and these religious leaders had been 
building all along, but this had gone way too far. Their anger would 
have been explosive. They must have thought, “How could Jesus 
receive worship? Does He really believe He is God?” Their rejection 
gives us a picture of the even greater opposition Jesus would face 
shortly in Jerusalem. They mocked Him as King of the Jews, but in 
reality He is the King. 

What are some reasons people question the worship of Jesus today?

KE Y DOCTRINE:  God the Son

Christ is the eternal Son of God (Luke 4:41).
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VERSE 40
Earlier in Luke 9:20-21, Jesus rebuked the disciples and commanded 
them to keep quiet about His identity after Peter rightly identified 
Him as the Messiah. But now as He entered the shadow of the cross, 
He accepted their praise. In fact, Jesus reinforced their messianic 
praises by saying the stones would praise Him if they didn’t. Jesus’ 
words are in line with Old Testament passages that depict nature 
as acknowledging God’s work (Ps. 96:12-13; Isa. 44:23; 55:12; 
Hab. 2:6-20). 

The point is simple; silencing the disciples would not negate the 
fact that Jesus truly is the King over all creation. The religious leaders 
may not accept Jesus as their rightful king, but the very stones on 
which their temple was built did. Jesus’ kingship is a reality whether 
people recognize it or not. 

The issue of true worship does not 
center on style or location but on a 

Person—Jesus Christ.
Creation is aware of Jesus’ identity but the religious leadership of 

the nation was not. Thus, the narrative ends with a note of tragedy. 
The rejection of the religious leaders was a harsh indictment on their 
lack of perception. In John 4, Jesus told of a day when people would 
not worship in a specific location but would worship in Spirit and 
in truth. 

As believers, we understand that Jesus is the way, the truth, and 
the life. The issue of true worship does not center on style or location 
but on a Person—Jesus Christ—who has been revealed as the 
Savior by God. Jesus is worthy of worship as Lord of all creation. If 
people don’t praise Him, the rocks will cry out in our place. God will 
be worshiped. 

How does creation attest to Jesus’ identity?
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APPLY THE TEXT
• Jesus provides everything we need to worship Him.
• Believers should worship Jesus for the works of God they have seen.
• Jesus is worthy of worship as Lord of all creation. 

As a group, discuss the basic elements required for worship. How does 
your list of necessities shape your understanding of worship?

Reflect on the work of God in your life. Allow these reminders of God’s 
faithfulness to stir your heart to worship. Spend a few minutes in prayer 
thanking God for all that He has done. 

List the scenes in creation that remind you of God’s greatness.  
How do these scenes serve as signposts to worship Jesus? 

PRAYER NEEDS
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Resurrected 
Jesus is the resurrected Savior and Lord.

LUKE 24:1-12
Some questions carry more weight than others. One of the weightiest 
questions is this: What do you believe about Jesus’ empty tomb? If 
Jesus really arose from the dead, we have to come to terms with all 
He said. Scripture is clear; Jesus is the resurrected Savior and Lord. 
Ultimately, the empty tomb gives us hope for the future—now and in 
eternity. If Jesus had not risen, none of us would have any hope at all. 

What difference does Jesus’ resurrection make in your life today? 

Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
LUKE 23:50–24:12
In 23:50–24:12, Luke the historian walks us through the burial and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Joseph of Arimathea, a member of the 
Jewish ruling council, had not agreed with the Sanhedrin’s decision 
to seek Jesus’ death. After Jesus’ death, Joseph boldly approached 
the Roman governor for permission to take Jesus’ body. Receiving 
permission, he and Nicodemus took Jesus’ body to a tomb Joseph had 
prepared for himself (John 19:38-42). After a stone sealed the tomb’s 
entrance, they walked away solemnly. 

A group of women watched and took note of the location so they 
could return later. They prepared burial spices and then rested in 
observance of the Sabbath. The disciples were hidden behind closed 
doors. The city was quiet. The tomb was silent. 

In chapter 24, the focus is on the empty tomb. As the women 
returned to the tomb, they found it empty. They were told by 
two angels that Jesus was raised and that they should spread the 
news. Luke made it clear that there was much astonishment and 
amazement at the resurrection of Christ. And rightly so. People live 
and die, but Jesus died and lived. Hearing this, Peter ran to the tomb 
and found it empty.

The resurrection has massive implications. Imagine what would 
have happened if Jesus didn’t rise from the grave. If Christ had not 
risen to life, the women would have returned home. If Christ had not 
risen to life, Peter would have returned to his boat. But the empty 
tomb changed everything. Now there was no way to go back to their 
former lives in Galilee. The resurrection of Jesus changes everything. 

Read Luke 24:1-12, looking for the contrasts in the emotions at the 
beginning of the passage verses the emotions expressed at the end.  
How did the empty tomb impact the eyewitnesses?
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
RETURN (LUKE 24:1-5a) 
1 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came 
to the tomb, bringing the spices they had prepared. 2 They found 
the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3 They went in but did not 
find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about 
this, suddenly two men stood by them in dazzling clothes. 5a So the 
women were terrified and bowed down to the ground.

VERSES 1-3
Having witnessed the terrifying crucifixion of Jesus, the women arrived 
at the tomb very early in the morning. The dawn of the sun would 
provide them enough light to anoint the body of Jesus. They arrived 
with the spices they had prepared to complete the burial. This was 
the last step before they could return to their normal lives. After they 
finished the last act of love for their friend—the women would have 
expected to return to their homes, the apostles would have returned to 
their fishing boats or other vocations. These women arrived prepared for 
one thing but ended up encountering something they were unprepared 
for, and it changed everything.

Mark 16:3 tells us that as they headed toward the tomb, they 
asked “who will roll away the stone … for us?” When they arrived 
however, they found the stone rolled away, and they did not find the 
body. The repeated usage of the words found and find in verses 2-3 
emphasizes that this discovery was unexpected. 

Note that verses 3 uses the phrase the body of the Lord Jesus. 
This risen Jesus is the Lord. For the ancient Hebrews, the title Lord 
was a reference to Yahweh’s authority. This title highlights how the 
resurrection affirmed Jesus’ lordship and divinity.

How might we characterize the women’s response to finding the grave 
empty? How does their response compare to the way people react today 
about Jesus’ tomb being empty? 
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VERSES 4-5a
Perplexed translates a term that describes intense anxiety. But there 
is more: not only were the women perplexed by who was not there, 
they were terrified by who was there. Luke reports that suddenly two 
men stood by them in dazzling clothes. These were not mere men but 
two supernatural men. Their supernatural appearance attested to the 
divine nature of what was about to be explained. 

Not only were the women perplexed, they were terrified by the 
two angelic men. The women’s unexpected perplexity was replaced 
by unexpected terror. Their terror resulted in the action of bowing 
in great fear. This act of bowing could indicate respect for others of 
a superior status, but more likely they bowed as an act of worship 
(Gen. 19:1; Rev. 22:8). Angels, however, always refuse to accept 
worship which belongs only to God (Rev. 22:9).

The women were perplexed and rattled. This is not how things 
work. When someone dies and is placed in the grave, that is it. But 
the resurrection of Christ was a reversal of how things were and a 
promise that things will not always be how they are now. 

How might people misunderstand or misdirect their worship today when 
confronted with the empty tomb?

REMEMBER (LUKE 24:5b-7) 
5b “Why are you looking for the living among the dead?” asked 
the men. 6 “He is not here, but he has risen! Remember how he 
spoke to you when he was still in Galilee, 7 saying, ‘It is necessary 
that the Son of Man be betrayed into the hands of sinful men, be 
crucified, and rise on the third day’?”

VERSES 5b-7
The God-sent messengers questioned the women: “Why are you 
looking for the living among the dead?” This question was the first 
indication that Jesus has been raised. He was not dead but living.

The two men then declared the great truth: Jesus was not 
in the tomb but had risen. The passive form of the Greek word 
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risen informed the women that God had brought this about. The 
declaration must have been joyous. The angels of heaven had been 
poised to rescue Jesus from the cross if only they had been given 
permission by the Father (Matt. 26:53). The two angelic beings who 
addressed the women were overjoyed in Jesus’ triumph over death. 
Their declaration he has risen has resonated with believers through 
the centuries in antiphonal refrain: He is risen indeed!

The angels reminded the women of what Jesus said to them when 
he was still in Galilee. Luke recorded at least two occasions when 
Jesus told them exactly what would happen. In Luke 9:22, Jesus said 
He would suffer at the hands of the religious leaders, be killed, and be 
raised on the third day. In Luke 18:32-33, Jesus spoke about a time 
when He would be handed over to Gentiles, be mocked, mistreated, 
and flogged before being killed and then rising on the third day. In 
other words, these events should not have surprised the women, for 
what had occurred was fulfillment of Jesus’ own prophecy. 

These happenings were not only foretold by Jesus Himself, but 
were in fact necessary as part of God’s plan. Why were these things 
that happened necessary? The only just way for God to declare sinful 
men and women righteous and bring them back into fellowship with 
Him was through the sacrificial death of His only Son. Jesus just 
didn’t die for us; He died instead of us—in our place. He willingly 
took the payment for our sin, something He did not deserve. 

In addition, Jesus promised to rise on the third day, which served 
as God’s seal of approval, the confirmation that Christ’s work is 
finished was the resurrection. The resurrected Jesus stands as the 
Lord of all creation, our only hope of salvation. 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  God the Son

Christ was raised from the dead with a glorified body and appeared to 
His disciples as the person who was with them before His crucifixion 
(John 20:26-28).
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poised to rescue Jesus from the cross if only they had been given 
permission by the Father (Matt. 26:53). The two angelic beings who 
addressed the women were overjoyed in Jesus’ triumph over death. 
Their declaration he has risen has resonated with believers through 
the centuries in antiphonal refrain: He is risen indeed!

The angels reminded the women of what Jesus said to them when 
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He would suffer at the hands of the religious leaders, be killed, and be 
raised on the third day. In Luke 18:32-33, Jesus spoke about a time 
when He would be handed over to Gentiles, be mocked, mistreated, 
and flogged before being killed and then rising on the third day. In 
other words, these events should not have surprised the women, for 
what had occurred was fulfillment of Jesus’ own prophecy. 

These happenings were not only foretold by Jesus Himself, but 
were in fact necessary as part of God’s plan. Why were these things 
that happened necessary? The only just way for God to declare sinful 
men and women righteous and bring them back into fellowship with 
Him was through the sacrificial death of His only Son. Jesus just 
didn’t die for us; He died instead of us—in our place. He willingly 
took the payment for our sin, something He did not deserve. 

In addition, Jesus promised to rise on the third day, which served 
as God’s seal of approval, the confirmation that Christ’s work is 
finished was the resurrection. The resurrected Jesus stands as the 
Lord of all creation, our only hope of salvation. 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  God the Son

Christ was raised from the dead with a glorified body and appeared to 
His disciples as the person who was with them before His crucifixion 
(John 20:26-28).

Why are we prone to forget God’s promises? How does remembering 
God’s promises give us understanding and hope?

REPORT (LUKE 24:8-12)
8 And they remembered his words. 9 Returning from the tomb, 
they reported all these things to the Eleven and to all the rest. 
10 Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the 
other women with them were telling the apostles these things. 
11 But these words seemed like nonsense to them, and they did not 
believe the women. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. 
When he stooped to look in, he saw only the linen cloths. So he 
went away, amazed at what had happened.

VERSES 8-10
The women moved from perplexity to terror to remembrance, and 
finally to reporting. Realizing Jesus had taught them about His 
crucifixion and resurrection, the women’s attitudes were transformed. 
When He had spoken about His death, they didn’t want to accept it. 
Now they grasped that He had died but also had risen from the dead. 
He was not in this place of the dead. He was alive! The women returned 
from the tomb and reported all these things to the Eleven (minus 
Judas) and to all the rest of Jesus’ closest followers. 

Luke specifically named Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the 
mother of James, and the other women with them. Mary Magdalene 
was a familiar figure among the women who accompanied the 
disciples as they followed Jesus from place to place. Jesus had 
cast demons out of her and transformed her life. She was one of 
several women who benefited from Jesus’ ministry of healing and 
deliverance (Luke 8:2). 

DID YOU KNOW?

The term Magdalene refers to Mary’s hometown of Magdala 
[MAG duh luh], located on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee.
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Joanna was the wife of Chuza, the steward of Herod Antipas who 
was the ruler of Galilee. Along with other women, she supported 
Jesus’ ministry with their financial support (Luke 8:3).

Another member of the group was Mary (sometimes called “the 
other Mary,” Matt. 28:1). Here she is referenced as the mother of 
James. This James was called James the Lesser or James the Younger 
(Mark 15:40). 

Salome, the wife of Zebedee and mother to James and John, was 
also among the women who returned from the tomb. (See Mark 16:1.) 
She was included in the other women Luke referenced. Of note is that 
two of the women had ties to Galilee, which was referenced by the 
two men in dazzling clothes.

In ancient times, when giving an historical account based 
on eyewitness testimony, the names of persons functioned like 
footnotes. It was a way of saying “if you want to check out what I’m 
telling you, go talk to these people.” The naming of certain women 
(by which the report could have been fact checked) and other women 
only adds to the credibility of the report. Or, at least in our minds, 
it should. But Luke indicates that the women not only told them but 
were telling them. The verb form of telling in verse 10 (coupled with 
“reported” in v. 9) indicates that they tried repeatedly to get their 
story across to the apostles.

How does a person’s confidence in the resurrection of Jesus translate 
into a passion for telling others? 

VERSES 11-12
Even though the women repeatedly attempted to tell the disciples 
and others the news, their words were considered nonsense and the 
disciples were unwilling to believe them. The word nonsense was also 
used in medical terminology to describe the crazy babbling of a sick 
person. Logically, how could Jesus, after being tortured and slaughtered 
on the cross—the most horrible of executions—be alive? 

Luke invites us to run behind Peter and see for ourselves. Peter 
hurriedly ran to the tomb. John accompanied Peter to see what had 
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taken place. John actually outran Peter but stopped short of entering 
the tomb (John 20:3-6) Luke noted that Peter looked inside the tomb 
only to find the linen cloths. The presence of the linen is a detail that 
dispels any initial theory that grave robbers removed His body. Linen 
had more value than a corpse. Peter’s investigation left him amazed. 
For Peter, who had failed his Savior just three days prior, this was the 
birth of hope. If Jesus was alive, there was hope for Peter. There is 
hope for you and me as well. 

With a simple phrase, so he went away, Luke captured the return 
trip back to the other disciples. Peter was amazed at what had 
happened. His mind was overwhelmed by this turn of events, and he 
could only marvel at the reality that Jesus was alive.

How does Peter’s response compare with the way people today respond 
to the news of the empty tomb?  

BIBLE SKILL:  Connect Old Testament prophecy to New 
Testament fulfillment.

Create two columns. In the first, list Old Testament prophecies about 
the Messiah: Isaiah 50:6; Isaiah 53:3-10; Psalm 16:9-10; Psalm 22; Psalm 
49:15; Hosea 6:2; Zechariah 12:10. In the second, write some descriptions 
of the New Testament fulfillment in Jesus’ death and resurrection. (See, 
for example, Matt. 26:67; Mark 15:19; Luke 18:31-33; Matt. 8:17; Matt. 
26:63; John 19:9; Matt. 27:43; and Acts 2:29-32.) How does prophetic 
fulfillment impact your confidence in the gospel? In what ways could you 
use these passages to share the good news with someone?
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APPLY THE TEXT
• All people must respond to the empty tomb of Jesus. 
• Jesus arose just as He promised He would do.
• News of Jesus’ resurrection should be shared with all people.

How do you respond to the empty tomb? Which person or group do you 
most identify with in Luke 24:1-12? How does the empty tomb impact your 
life today?

Discuss as a group practical ways for you to share the message of Jesus’ 
resurrection. How can you work together as a team to share Jesus with 
others this week?

PRAYER NEEDS
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55Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________

Sinners? 
Acceptance awaits those who seek Jesus in repentance.

LUKE 19:1-10
Many of us have a list of people we would like to meet—perhaps a 
celebrity, an author, or an athlete who plays for our favorite team. 
We think that if we can get close to them they might respond kindly 
to our request for a selfie or an autograph. We certainly wouldn’t 
expect them to invite us to lunch or to visit our home. Yet that is 
what happened to a tax collector when he climbed a tree just to get a 
glimpse of Jesus. That tax collector found acceptance and forgiveness, 
which is what Jesus offers us as well. 

Name someone you want to meet. What is it about that person that draws 
you to them? 

S E S S I O N  6
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
LUKE 18:31–19:26
As Jesus neared Jerusalem, He remained focused on His mission to 
seek and to save the lost. On this journey, we are introduced to a tax 
collector named Zacchaeus. As we have seen before in the Gospel 
of Luke, tax collectors were loathed because of their perceived greed 
and relationship to Rome. For this reason, they occupied a low place 
in Jewish society. The Jews viewed the Romans, who invaded their 
land, as the enemy. Paying Roman taxes was a painful reminder of the 
enemies’ occupation. Since tax collectors worked for Rome, in the eyes 
of the Jewish people, they were God’s enemies. 

One of the recurring themes of Luke’s account is that Jesus brings 
salvation to outcasts. Jesus welcomed outcasts into the kingdom of 
God. Even before the account of Zacchaeus, we saw Jesus’ welcoming 
posture toward a leper (Luke 5:12-16), a paralytic (5:17-26), Levi 
the tax collector (5:27-32), a sinful woman (7:36-50), the demoniac 
(8:26-39), and the lost son (15:11-32). The grace Jesus extended 
toward outsiders was not received well by the Jewish religious leaders. 
Even the crowds had difficulty with Jesus’ posture toward Zacchaeus 
the tax collector. For Jesus, the mission was more controlling than 
social conventions. Moreover, Jesus’ attitude toward outsiders gives 
comfort to anyone who might doubt whether God could accept them 
on account of their past.

As you read Luke 19:1-10, look for expressions of acceptance by Jesus. How 
does Jesus’ acceptance of sinners move us to respond to Him in repentance? 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
DESPERATE (LUKE 19:1-4)
1 He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 There was a man 
named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. 
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3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but he was not able because 
of the crowd, since he was a short man. 4 So running ahead, he 
climbed up a sycamore tree to see Jesus, since he was about to 
pass that way.

VERSES 1-4
Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector and was rich. The Roman government 
contracted with individuals in different regions to collect taxes. Because 
of the nature of the work, those who collected taxes charged interest 
and kept the profits for themselves. The title chief tax collector does 
not appear anywhere else in the New Testament. Zacchaeus probably 
employed others who went out on his behalf to collect taxes. Obviously, 
his business had done well since •Jericho was a substantial import and 
export post. This wealthy business owner was curious about Jesus.

As Jesus passed through town, Zacchaeus tried to see Him but 
was unable because a large crowd had gathered. Luke also noted that 
Zacchaeus was a short man, adding to the difficulty of seeing Jesus. 
Luke does not tell us why this tax collector wanted to see Jesus.  

To see Jesus, Zacchaeus would need to be resourceful. He ran 
ahead and found a sycamore tree that would enable him to see 
Jesus when He passed through. Zacchaeus’s resolve to see Jesus is 
reminiscent of the group of friends who climbed onto a roof to lower 
their friend before Jesus (5:17-26).

Perhaps Zacchaeus was curious and wanted a glimpse of this 
newly-famed religious teacher. Maybe, he had heard that Jesus warmly 
welcomed the company of sinners and tax collectors (5:27-32; 15:1-2). 
Everyone, even tax collectors, desires to be welcomed and accepted 

DID YOU KNOW?

Sycamore trees (Luke 19:4), also called the fig-mulberries or sycamore 
figs (ficus sycomorus), were a type of fig tree and have no relation to the 
American sycamore tree. They have short trunks and wide branches 
that spread out in all directions with a diameter of 60-80 feet, making 
them easy to climb.
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by others. Regardless of Zacchaeus’s reasons for wanting to see Jesus, 
many people in the Scriptures were rightly desperate to see Jesus. 
When we reflect on the ministry of Jesus in the Gospels, His presence 
always benefited those who were needy or ostracized. This should 
challenge our understanding of Christ-like action, shouldn’t it? More 
often than not, we seek to help people who are like us—or are just a 
few degrees “different” than us, but not too much. Not so with Jesus.

What brings people to a place where they become desperate in looking for 
fulfillment, peace, meaning? How do our longings drive us to seek God?

FRIENDED (LUKE 19:5-7)
5 When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down because today it is necessary 
for me to stay at your house.” 6 So he quickly came down and 
welcomed him joyfully. 7 All who saw it began to complain, “He’s 
gone to stay with a sinful man.”

VERSES 5-6
We assume from the text that Zacchaeus had not previously met 
Jesus. He was seeking to learn who Jesus was, and perhaps catch 
a glimpse of Him as He passed through town. The text does not 
indicate how Jesus knew his name. But it’s very clear that He knew 
who Zacchaeus was. Jesus called him by name. He looked past the 
crowd and gave this man His singular attention. Jesus looked past 
his reputation and offered him friendship. The story isn’t focused 
primarily on Zacchaeus but on Jesus, who sought Zacchaeus out.

Note the wording of Jesus’ command. Jesus didn’t ask permission 
but rather informed Zacchaeus that it was necessary for Him to stay 
in his home. Zacchaeus didn’t invite Jesus; Jesus invited Himself. This 
may strike us as odd at first, but the purpose of Jesus’ visit becomes 
explicit in verse 10, He came to seek and to save the lost. Zacchaeus was 
a recipient of Jesus’ mission. Perhaps Zacchaeus wouldn’t have even 
thought to invite Jesus to his house, assuming Jesus wouldn’t stay with 
a man like him. Yet Jesus took the initiative and reached out to him.
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Zacchaeus responded to Jesus’ command quickly and joyfully. 
Many Bible scholars note that the motif of rejoicing in this passage 
also is used elsewhere as the proper response of the lost being found 
(15:5-10). As readers, we celebrate this. However, the actual crowd was 
not as welcoming of these transpiring events. 

How does the conversation between Jesus and Zacchaeus relate to Jesus’ 
mission? How did Jesus demonstrate that He came to provide salvation 
for all who trust Him in the way He approached Zacchaeus?

VERSE 7
The crowd began to grumble as they observed this exchange between 
Jesus and Zacchaeus, just as the religious leaders previously had 
done at Jesus’ association with tax collectors and sinners (5:30; 
15:2). Perhaps the people expected Jesus to share their disdain for 
tax collectors. As He headed to the home of Zacchaeus, Jesus turned 
everyone’s expectations upside down. Why would He associate with 
such a sinful man?

In ancient societies, entering into someone’s home and sharing 
a meal was a ceremonial act of friendship and intimacy. Some have 
described homes as “boundary markers.” That is, they provide 
boundaries for acceptance. When you enter into someone’s home, 
friendship is nurtured. By being a guest, you are saying, “I value you 
as a person and desire to nurture a relationship with you, regardless 
of what others think.” 

Spending time with “outcasts” 
could be one of our most powerful 

demonstrations of the gospel.
This text reminds us that Jesus is available to all people, regardless 

of their pasts. He provides us an example of spending time with 
sinners. Too often we separate from sinners rather than helping those 
far from Christ come near to Him. As Christians, spending time 
with “outcasts” could be one of our most powerful demonstrations of 
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the gospel. The good news of the gospel is that all people—regardless 
of their social class, economic status, or heritage—are welcomed 
into the family of God through faith in Christ. When the church 
exhibits gospel diversity in its fellowship, the mission looks a lot like 
Jesus’ did.

What barriers and perceptions did Jesus face when talking to Zacchaeus? 
How might those same barriers and perceptions be faced by people today 
who are seeking Jesus? 

REPENTANT (LUKE 19:8-10)
8 But Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, I’ll give 
half of my possessions to the poor, Lord. And if I have extorted 
anything from anyone, I’ll pay back four times as much.” 9 “Today 
salvation has come to this house,” Jesus told him, “because he too 
is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man has come to seek and to 
save the lost.”

BIBLE SKILL:  Review multiple Scripture passages to understand a 
key word.

Use a Bible concordance to identify ways Luke used the word “Lord” 
in his Gospel. Along with “Son of Man,” the title “Lord” is one of Luke’s 
favorite references for Jesus. Lord translates the Greek word kyrios. In 
what different ways did Luke employ the use of the word Lord? What 
does Jesus’ lordship mean to you?
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VERSE 8
Zacchaeus’s immediate resolve to give to others in response to Jesus’ 
kindness is heartening. The verbs give and pay back are in the 
present tense, marking a distinct break from Zacchaeus’s past. True 
repentance begins with sincere regret, leads to verbal confession, 
and requires that guilty behavior stop (a change of direction). When 
money is involved, true repentance often leads to repayment or 
restitution. All of these elements are present in this narrative. This 
change in Zacchaeus is drastic.

Zacchaeus seemed to be aware of the reason behind the crowd’s 
complaints. The crowd’s antagonism toward him was the result of  his 
dishonest business practices, gouging them for tax money. In offering 
to give half of his possessions to the poor and to pay back four times 
as much to anyone he extorted, he confessed his wrongdoing. 

Zacchaeus’s response indicated a changed heart. In fact, his 
response exceeded minimal the demands of the Old Testament law.

Giving away half of your possessions was a radical response. In 
Exodus 22:1, the penalty for the theft of an animal required a four- or 
five-fold repayment of the value of the animal. Zacchaeus accepted for 
himself the extent of the law imposed on thieves; he now viewed his 
wealth as ill-gotten gain.

This marks a decisive change in direction in Zacchaeus’s life. 
From here on out, he would be attending to the needs of the poor 
rather than stockpiling wealth for himself. One might ask: Why did 
Zacchaeus intend to keep half of his wealth? It stands to reason that 
by retaining half of his wealth, he could make good on his word to 
restore those he swindled.

How does generosity to the poor demonstrate a heart that has been 
changed by God? What other actions might demonstrate repentance  
and faith in Jesus? 

VERSES 9-10
Jesus announced that salvation had come to Zacchaeus that day, 
indicating once again the dramatic change that had taken place. 

the gospel. The good news of the gospel is that all people—regardless 
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does Jesus’ lordship mean to you?
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Jesus declared that He came to seek and to save the lost, and He did just 
that with Zacchaeus. Jesus’ acceptance of Zacchaeus is notable compared 
to the condemnation the tax collector received from the crowd.

Zacchaeus’s generosity and humility demonstrate that he was 
truly a son of Abraham, that is, he desired to be obedient to the law. 
It’s important to note that Zacchaeus’s actions were a response to 
Jesus’ initiation of their relationship, not actions that were intended 
to earn a relationship with Him. His actions were a demonstration 
of his already changed heart. Thus, Zacchaeus qualified as a son of 
Abraham because he bore fruit befitting his repentance. First, Jesus 
opened up His heart to Zacchaeus, then Zacchaeus opened up his 
heart to the poor. We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves 
is never alone—true salvation is demonstrated in good works, which 
are the fruit of faith. 

Zacchaeus’s actions were a response 
to Jesus’ initiation of their relationship, 

not actions that were intended to earn 
a relationship with Him.

Our salvation comes through faith in Jesus and not through works 
to earn God’s favor. God comes to us when we are without hope and 
without ability to please Him.

How does the encounter with Zacchaeus demonstrate Jesus’ mission 
and purpose? How should this encounter shape how we approach others 
about Jesus?

KE Y DOCTRINE:  Salvation

Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man and is offered 
freely to all who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior (2 Cor. 5:17-20).
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APPLY THE TEXT
• Some people are rightly desperate to see Jesus.
• Jesus is available to all people regardless of their past.
• Salvation is available to all who come to Jesus in repentance 

and faith.

As a group, discuss the types of inner turmoil or external circumstances 
that might provoke someone to seek Jesus. How can you help people with 
this inner turmoil to see Jesus?

Who in your life do you consider to be least likely to come to faith in  
Jesus Christ? How can you begin to pray and take action to introduce 
them to Jesus?

Reflect on your salvation and how you first encountered Jesus. How does 
your encounter with Jesus compare to Zacchaeus’s encounter? Thank God 
for accepting you and for His forgiveness. 

PRAYER NEEDS

 

Jesus declared that He came to seek and to save the lost, and He did just 
that with Zacchaeus. Jesus’ acceptance of Zacchaeus is notable compared 
to the condemnation the tax collector received from the crowd.

Zacchaeus’s generosity and humility demonstrate that he was 
truly a son of Abraham, that is, he desired to be obedient to the law. 
It’s important to note that Zacchaeus’s actions were a response to 
Jesus’ initiation of their relationship, not actions that were intended 
to earn a relationship with Him. His actions were a demonstration 
of his already changed heart. Thus, Zacchaeus qualified as a son of 
Abraham because he bore fruit befitting his repentance. First, Jesus 
opened up His heart to Zacchaeus, then Zacchaeus opened up his 
heart to the poor. We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves 
is never alone—true salvation is demonstrated in good works, which 
are the fruit of faith. 

Zacchaeus’s actions were a response 
to Jesus’ initiation of their relationship, 

not actions that were intended to earn 
a relationship with Him.

Our salvation comes through faith in Jesus and not through works 
to earn God’s favor. God comes to us when we are without hope and 
without ability to please Him.

How does the encounter with Zacchaeus demonstrate Jesus’ mission 
and purpose? How should this encounter shape how we approach others 
about Jesus?

KE Y DOCTRINE:  Salvation

Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man and is offered 
freely to all who accept Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior (2 Cor. 5:17-20).
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Cornerstone
God offers salvation through faith in Jesus alone. 

LUKE 20:9-19  
Many of us have ignored a warning issued or a directive given and 
faced the consequences. Ignoring God’s warnings and His Son have 
far greater consequences. The central message of the Bible is that God 
offers salvation through faith in Jesus alone. Ignoring the gospel puts 
us in danger of facing judgment, but forgiveness is available for all 
who turn to Jesus.  

Think about a time you ignored the wisdom of someone who was trying to 
help you. What factors contributed to your ignoring them?

Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
LUKE 20:1–21:38
This section of Luke focuses on Jesus’ ministry in Jerusalem. Mark’s 
Gospel relates that after Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, He went to the 
temple and looked around, observed the conditions, then returned to 
Bethany to spend the night. On the following morning, He returned, 
cleared the temple, and began teaching (Mark 11:11-17). Seeing the 
order of events helps us understand Jesus’ actions as being deliberate 
and not the result of an emotional impulse. 

This week’s study focuses on the parable in Luke 20:9-19. 
The immediate context of the story is Jesus’ confrontation with 
the Jewish leaders in the temple. They challenged His authority as 
He taught in the temple. They believed Jesus was undermining the 
authority they had worked hard to establish. 

This context is important for two reasons. First, it sets the stage 
for the climactic confrontation between Jesus and the religious 
leaders. The Pharisees, chief priests, and the teachers of the law 
knew this parable was directed against them, as we will see in verse 
19. Second, in providing a critique of the way the temple religion 
functioned, Jesus was implicitly providing a new way through which 
God can be worshiped—namely, through Him and Him alone.  

This parable lays out the very situation that was coming to fruition 
between Jesus and the religious leaders. They were so blinded by their 
self-righteousness and their hatred for Jesus that they couldn’t see 
how this parable exposed their own hearts. The question we might 
ask of ourselves in this text is this: What is the condition of our own 
hearts as we are confronted with the truths of Jesus? The authority of 
Jesus Christ confronts our attitudes directly. 

Read Luke 20:9-19, focusing on the treatment of the servants and son in 
the parable. What does the treatment of the servants and the son reveal 
about the heart of the tenant farmers?
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
THE SERVANTS (LUKE 20:9-12)
9 Now he began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a 
vineyard, leased it to tenant farmers, and went away for a long 
time. 10 At harvest time he sent a servant to the farmers so that 
they might give him some fruit from the vineyard. But the farmers 
beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11 He sent yet another 
servant, but they beat that one too, treated him shamefully, and 
sent him away empty-handed. 12 And he sent yet a third, but they 
wounded this one too and threw him out.

VERSE 9
In this •parable, Jesus effectively laid out the history of redemption 
with a focus on how Israel had failed to respond to God and an 
indictment of how the religious leaders had led the people. 

The key to understanding the parable is knowing that it was God (the 
man in the parable) who planted a vineyard. Everyone who heard Jesus’ 
voice would have connected the vineyard with God’s people. In Isaiah, 
God appears as the vinedresser who diligently worked the vineyard 
(Israel), but the vineyard produced only wild grapes (Isa. 5:1-7). In Jesus’ 
parable, however, the conflict is not between God and Israel, but between 
God and the leaders who were responsible for caring for His people. 

God expected a crop of righteousness; instead, a crop of violence 
and oppression was produced. Who was to blame? Who was given 
care over the vineyard? In the parable, the vineyard was under 
the care of tenant farmers. These tenant farmers represented the 
religious leaders of Israel, for they had been tasked with caring for the 
people of God. Their primary responsibility was to teach and shepherd 
the people according to the Word of God—the law and promises of 
the Old Testament. 

VERSES 10-12
Another set of characters is introduced: the three servants, who 
represent the prophets. Throughout Israel’s history, prophets were 
sent to remind Israel and her leaders of their calling—namely, to hear 
and heed to the word of the Lord. The prophets were the mouthpieces 
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of God, reminding people of His Word and holding them accountable 
to that Word. Prophets were sent by God to warn of the impending 
judgment of unfaithfulness. This is interesting considering the 
context of this parable. In the situation preceding this parable, the 
debate was about the prophetic authority of John the Baptist. John 
was the last of the prophets, and his message echoed the message of 
the Old Testament prophets but centered on the person of Jesus and 
prepared the way for Jesus. For Israel, this was another opportunity 
to heed the promises and warnings of God’s word. 

In response to the word of the Lord, the people did not incline 
their ears to hear. In the stubbornness of their evil hearts, they turned 
away. God persistently sent His servants, the prophets. But the people 
stiffened their necks. Moreover, the religious leaders cast the prophets 
out. They beat them, treated them shamefully, and sent them away. 

Jesus had mourned over Jerusalem because Israel killed the 
prophets and stoned those who were sent by God to seek their 
repentance (Luke 13:34). In rejecting the prophets (who were the 
mouthpieces of God), they had rejected the very word of God. 

What are the dangers of ignoring God’s Word and the messengers sent to 
deliver that Word? How does the treatment of God’s messengers reveal 
the true nature of a person’s heart?  

THE SON (LUKE 20:13-16a)
13 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What should I do? I will 
send my beloved son. Perhaps they will respect him.’ 14 “But when 
the tenant farmers saw him, they discussed it among themselves 
and said, ‘This is the heir. Let’s kill him, so that the inheritance 
will be ours.’ 15 So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed 
him. “What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16a He 
will come and kill those farmers and give the vineyard to others.”

VERSE 13
Thus far in the parable, the word of God has been disregarded. 
The servants of God have been despised. Therefore, the vineyard 
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owner sent his beloved son. The language in the parable, my beloved 
son, is important. Jesus was referring to Himself.

The word beloved translates a term that not only means “dearly 
loved,” but also implies uniqueness. The parallel to Jesus is obvious. 
Jesus was the one and only Son of God (John 1:14; 3:16). After having 
sent many prophets over the centuries, when the time was right, God 
sent His unique Son to provide salvation (Gal. 4:4-5).

One singular difference separates the parable from God’s purpose 
in sending Jesus. The owner in the parable thought the stewards of 
the vineyard might respect the son. He seemed to believe the problem 
had been the farmer’s attitude toward the servants rather than their 
disdain for the owner. If he sent his son, the stewards may respond 
differently. In contrast, God sent His Son knowing Jesus would be 
rejected and crucified. In fact, this is exactly why the Father sent the 
Son (Acts 2:23). Jesus came not simply to be a representative of God 
among human beings. His purpose was to die on the cross to atone 
for human sin and to make forgiveness and salvation possible.

How was the son an extension of the father in this parable?  
How does Jesus represent the Father in our world? 

VERSES 14-16a
With logic that illustrates sin’s blindness, the tenants decided that if 
they killed the son, then they would inherit the land. It is helpful to 
set this parable in the cultural context of the ancient world. In ancient 
custom, the coming of the only son would suggest that the owner 
had died and that the heir had to come to claim his inheritance. The 
tenants did not want to bow to the son’s authority. They resolved to 
kill him, thus removing the last obstacle to their complete control of 
the vineyard. 

The father’s reaction to hearing about his son’s murder was 
threefold. First, he would come. No longer would the owner depend 
on others to deliver his message. He would take personal action. 
Second, he would kill those farmers. He would execute judgment on 
the ones who killed his son. Third, the owner would give the vineyard 
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to others. Jesus’ listeners should have been appalled at the prospect 
of losing their favored status and being summarily replaced by others 
who might be more productive and fruitful. 

It’s not by coincidence that Jesus told this parable in the shadow 
of the cross. He was the true son of the vineyard owner, God. Just 
like the son in the parable, He would be cast out and killed. But as we 
know looking back, Jesus is the Son who willingly gave Himself. 

It’s not by coincidence that Jesus told 
this parable in the shadow of the cross. 

Those who believe will be granted the riches of the vineyard 
owner, God. It was Christ’s love for us that compelled Him to endure 
the cross so that we might be granted the riches of God. Jesus’ 
sacrifice was not only proof of God’s love but was necessary to provide 
the means for our salvation. If we reject such a great salvation, we 
bear the results of our sin, which is death. If we repent of sin and 
trust in Christ, we can receive God’s wonderful gift of eternal life.

For what common reasons might a person refuse to recognize and  
submit to Jesus’ authority as the Son?

THE STONE (LUKE 20:16b-19)
16b But when they heard this they said, “That must never happen!” 
17 But he looked at them and said, “Then what is the meaning of 
this Scripture: The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone? 18 Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to 
pieces, but on whomever it falls, it will shatter him.” 19 Then the 
scribes and the chief priests looked for a way to get their hands 
on him that very hour, because they knew he had told this parable 
against them, but they feared the people.

VERSES 16b-18
The point of God’s judgment was clear as  the crowd responded, “That 
must never happen!” Jesus cited Psalm 118:22 to make His point. 
The psalm used the symbolism of the foundation stone that is crucial 
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to a building. Jesus was saying, Look, I am the foundation stone of God’s 
plan to build the people of God. In fact, Jesus is not only the foundation 
on which the building is built; He is also the capstone that rests 
at the top. 

Jesus declared that everyone who falls on that stone will be 
broken to pieces. This statement recalls Isaiah 8:14-15, which 
describes the Messiah as a stumbling stone on which many would 
fall and be broken. The second line could be viewed as an example of 
Hebrew parallelism: But on whomever it falls, it will shatter him. By 
repeating the first line with different language, the second statement 
strengthens the meaning. The overall connotation emphasizes God’s 
judgment of people who reject Him and His Son.

Jesus is the cornerstone for those who 
accept Him but the millstone for  

those who reject Him.  
Jesus is still the cornerstone today. Most people do not mind the 

church, as long as it is beneficial to the community. They don’t mind 
if we claim Jesus as a good teacher or as a moral example—until we 
stand up and say that Jesus Christ is the only way to God. All of our 
religious efforts cannot accomplish what God demands. Jesus is the 
cornerstone for those who accept Him but the millstone for those who 
reject Him.  

How is Jesus both the foundation for forgiveness and a source of 
judgment at the same time? 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  Man

As soon as they are capable of moral action, humans become 
transgressors and are under condemnation (Rom. 3:23).
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to a building. Jesus was saying, Look, I am the foundation stone of God’s 
plan to build the people of God. In fact, Jesus is not only the foundation 
on which the building is built; He is also the capstone that rests 
at the top. 

Jesus declared that everyone who falls on that stone will be 
broken to pieces. This statement recalls Isaiah 8:14-15, which 
describes the Messiah as a stumbling stone on which many would 
fall and be broken. The second line could be viewed as an example of 
Hebrew parallelism: But on whomever it falls, it will shatter him. By 
repeating the first line with different language, the second statement 
strengthens the meaning. The overall connotation emphasizes God’s 
judgment of people who reject Him and His Son.

Jesus is the cornerstone for those who 
accept Him but the millstone for  

those who reject Him.  
Jesus is still the cornerstone today. Most people do not mind the 

church, as long as it is beneficial to the community. They don’t mind 
if we claim Jesus as a good teacher or as a moral example—until we 
stand up and say that Jesus Christ is the only way to God. All of our 
religious efforts cannot accomplish what God demands. Jesus is the 
cornerstone for those who accept Him but the millstone for those who 
reject Him.  

How is Jesus both the foundation for forgiveness and a source of 
judgment at the same time? 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  Man

As soon as they are capable of moral action, humans become 
transgressors and are under condemnation (Rom. 3:23).

VERSE 19
The scribes and the chief priests understood that Jesus had told this 
parable against them. Consequently, they looked for a way to get 
their hands on him. They determined to destroy Him. The phrase that 
very hour could mean they wanted to seize Him immediately. It also 
could indicate that from that hour they looked for ways to arrest Him. 
But they did not dare move against Him in that setting because they 
feared the people. 

The religious leaders eventually killed Jesus to shut Him up. 
Instead of bowing down to Jesus and accepting His authority, they 
refused it and hardened their hearts. Though they killed Him, He 
rose again. God vindicated His rejected Son in the resurrection. 
Because Jesus rose again, He still speaks. If the tenants in this 
parable were crushed for rejection of the son of the vineyard owner, 
what will happen to those who reject the one and only Son of God? 

BIBLE SKILL:  Review other passages containing the same quote.

Review Acts 4:11, Romans 9:23, Ephesians 2:20-22, and 1 Peter 2:4-8. 
How did these writers apply Psalm 118:22? How did they build off the 
ideas found in Luke 20? What insights do you gain about Jesus being 
the cornerstone? 
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APPLY THE TEXT
• Mistreating God’s servants points to disrespect for God.
• Believers demonstrate respect for the Father through expressing 

faith in Jesus.  
• Failing to accept Jesus brings judgment.

Evaluate your level of support for God’s messengers today. What can you 
do to give greater support to the messengers God has sent your church?

As a group, make a list of people in your circles of influence who have yet 
to express faith in Jesus. How can you hold one another accountable for 
sharing the good news of the gospel with these people?

Reflect on the judgment awaiting those who reject Jesus.  How should the 
reality of judgment fuel our sharing the gospel? What adjustments do you 
need to make in this area? 

PRAYER NEEDS
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73Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________

Remembered 
Jesus’ costly sacrifice should be remembered by believers.

LUKE 22:7-20 
The command to remember is one of the most often instructed in the 
Bible. Most of the time, the command to remember is followed with 
a reminder of God’s work in the lives of His people. It’s like saying: 
Remember where you’ve come from; remember your story. When we 
forget our history, we cannot fully understand our present or our role 
in it. To forget our story is to forget why we’re here. This makes Jesus’ 
command to partake in the Lord’s Supper in remembrance of Him all 
the more important. 

Share about a time you forgot an important event or anniversary. What 
did you do afterward to make sure you didn’t forget that date again? 

S E S S I O N  8
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
LUKE 22:1-28
The time of Jesus’ death was drawing near. Luke 22 records Jesus’ 
last meal with His disciples. Meals were an important part of Jesus’ 
ministry. In Luke 7:34, we are told that Jesus came “eating and 
drinking.” In the context of meals, Jesus chose to do much of His 
evangelism and discipleship. This makes sense since meals are a great 
place to connect with family members and others. Meals often turn 
strangers into friends. In the ancient culture, sharing a meal was an 
intimate sign of friendship and fellowship. 

The meal we examine in chapter 22 may be one of the most 
important and meaningful meals in the entire Gospel account. This 
meal, the Lord’s Supper, enacts the story of redemption. During this 
meal Jesus discussed with the disciples His approaching death, even 
as the plans to bring about His death were set into motion. 

Still today this meal is observed. Jesus commanded the church 
to celebrate the Lord’s Supper as an act of remembrance of His work 
on the cross and the inauguration of His eternal kingdom. Rightly 
so, Jesus’ costly sacrifice should be remembered by all believers. 
The Lord’s Supper also anticipates another meal at the brink of 
eternity when we will celebrate the consummation of Jesus’ work, 
that is the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:6-10). In this sense, 
the Lord’s table becomes the place where the presence of Jesus 
transforms the sad remembrance of things past into the glorious 
promise of things to come. Pull up a chair, and let’s consider what the 
text may teach us. 

As you read Luke 22:7-20, note each action taken.  
How does the preparation impact the actual meal? 
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
PREPARED (LUKE 22:7-13)
7 Then the Day of Unleavened Bread came when the Passover lamb had 
to be sacrificed. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make 
preparations for us to eat the Passover.” 9 “Where do you want us to 
prepare it?” they asked him. 10 “Listen,” he said to them, “when you’ve 
entered the city, a man carrying a water jug will meet you. Follow him 
into the house he enters. 11 Tell the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher 
asks you, “Where is the guest room where I can eat the Passover 
with my disciples?”’ 12 Then he will show you a large, furnished room 
upstairs. Make the preparations there.” 13 So they went and found it 
just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover. 

VERSE 7
Passover memorializes the time God saved the firstborn of Israel and 
delivered them from the bondage of slavery. The Passover was also 
called the Feast of Unleavened Bread (v. 1). The Day of Unleavened 
Bread was the day of preparation for the event. 

The Israelites were held in Egyptian slavery for four hundred years. 
Pharaoh refused to let God’s people go, even after several plagues 
through which God displayed His supremacy over the powers of Egypt. 
The final plague resulted in the death of the firstborn in every house in 
Egypt (Ex. 12:30). Israel, however, was given instructions for a spotless 
lamb to be sacrificed on behalf of every household. They had to follow 
the instructions to be spared from death. Therefore, we see that the 
lamb’s blood saved God’s people, and by their obedience to God they 
avoided judgment. 

Jesus’ institution of the Lord’s Supper during the Passover festival 
carries deep significance. The Lord’s Supper points to when God’s Son 
died in our place, enabling us to be delivered from the bondage of sin. 
In the Passover meal, the lamb was to be consumed with unleavened 
bread. The unleavened bread related to Israel’s exiting Egypt swiftly. 
The command to eat bitter herbs was a reminder of the bitter slavery 
they once experienced in Egypt. In the same way, we should often 
reflect on the bitterness of sin from which God has saved us through 
the death of His Son, the spotless lamb. 
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Every part of this meal was rich in symbolism. Just as the 
Passover was one of the most important meals for Israel, the Lord’s 
Supper is the most important meal we celebrate as the people of God. 
Each time the Israelites celebrated the Passover, it was a reminder of 
what God had done and who they were called to be in response to His 
salvation. Each time we partake in the Lord’s Supper, we remember 
Christ’s sacrificial death and reorient ourselves to the most important 
event in our lives. It humbles us to see the extent of our sin, and 
gives us confidence that we have a place at God’s table, where we are 
welcomed through our faith in Christ.  

VERSES 8-13
Jesus told Peter and John: “Go and make preparations for us to eat 
the Passover.” With any large meal there is preparation. With the 
Passover meal, there was much preparation because every element of 
the meal symbolized an element of Israel’s past. So Peter and John 
had to make sure the lamb, the bread, the wine, the bitter herbs, and 
room were ready. 

As Peter and John went, they would find a man carrying a water 
jug who would lead them to a guest room where they would celebrate 
the meal. There are two ways to understand this. Either Jesus 
prearranged the room or this is an instance of His prophetic abilities. 
If it were an incident of prophetic insight, it reminds us that Jesus was 
not being carried away by these events but was in command the whole 
time. He would be in control of all the events—all accomplishing His 
divine mission. Just as God alone delivered the Israelites from slavery 
in Egypt, Christ alone delivers us from sin and death.  

However, the role of the disciples in making preparations cannot 
be overlooked. In preparing for the meal, they were being prepared 
for what they would witness in the days to follow. Peter and John 
would have taken their lamb to the temple and would have gotten in 
line to have the animal slaughtered. As the animal was slaughtered, 
the priests would catch the blood in gold and silver vessels. The 
insides of the animal were removed and returned to the owners for 
roasting. The disciples were also to prepare the room, roast the lamb, 
and provide unleavened bread, wine, and dishes of bitter herbs. They 
would later come to realize that in the preparations for this meal, they 
were being prepared for Jesus’ sacrificial death. With the events that 
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would occur following the meal (namely, the cross), the imagery from 
their preparations would be seared into the minds.

It is no coincidence that Jesus chose a meal to communicate this 
gospel truth. When we sit down to eat a meal, it is a regular reminder 
that we are not self-sustaining but dependent beings. We die if we 
do not eat. The Lord’s Supper is a reminder that we are dependent 
on the work of God through Christ for our salvation. Without the 
cross of Christ, we would remain dead in our sin. Without Christ’s 
resurrection, we would have no hope of eternal life. Jesus has 
made the preparations for us; we simply sit down at the table and 
participate by grace. 

What actions might a person need to take when preparing to participate 
in the Lord’s Supper? 

BIBLE SKILL:  Use multiple Scripture passages to understand a 
major doctrine.

Read Exodus 24:8 and Leviticus 17:11-14. What do these passages 
tell you about the importance of blood in God’s covenant? What does 
Hebrews 7:22 reveal about Jesus’ role in the new covenant? Consider 
Hebrews 9:11-18 and Hebrews 13:20. Why was Jesus’ shed blood 
necessary to initiate the new covenant?
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LOOKING FORWARD (LUKE 22:14-18)
14 When the hour came, he reclined at the table, and the apostles 
with him. 15 Then he said to them, “I have fervently desired to eat 
this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not 
eat it again until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” 17 Then he 
took a cup, and after giving thanks, he said, “Take this and share it 
among yourselves. 18 For I tell you, from now on I will not drink of 
the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”

VERSES 14-18
Once again, the Lord’s Supper reorients us to the truth of the gospel 
each time we partake of the elements. The gospel is the good news 
that God’s grace is greater than our sin. The good news is for the past, 
the present, and the future.

The text tells us that when the hour came, Jesus and the 
apostles reclined at the table together. Jesus told the disciples that 
He fervently desired to eat this Passover meal with them. There is 
intensity in this language. Jesus longed to eat with the disciples—to 
fellowship around the table—because it was a foretaste of the coming 
kingdom of God. Jesus was anticipating the day, made possible by His 
sacrificial death, when a new meal will be celebrated in fulfillment 
of all that Passover represents. One day, all believers will celebrate at 
the Lamb’s supper. (See Rev. 19.) In these moments, Jesus was able to 
frame the events of the cross before Him between two meals—one 
for remembrance and one for anticipation. 

How does our remembrance of Christ’s cross and hope for eternity with 
Christ encourage us to live for Him today? 

DID YOU KNOW?

Meals were eaten while reclining on cushions, resting on the elbow and 
next to low tables. With large groups, tables would be arranged in the 
form of a U, allowing servers access in the middle to those reclining.
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LOOKING BACK (LUKE 22:19-20)
19 And he took bread, gave thanks, broke it, gave it to them, 
and said, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” 20 In the same way he also took the cup after 
supper and said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which 
is poured out for you.

VERSES 19-20
When Jesus broke the bread and distributed it to the disciples, He 
was indicating what would happen to Him. As they ate the bread, they 
symbolically fulfilled Jesus’ words that we must eat His flesh, meaning 
to symbolically accept the sacrifice of His body as a sacrifice for sin. As 
we eat food, it becomes part of us. Picture the imagery of Jesus taking 
a loaf of bread, breaking it, and handing it to the disciples. The crack of 
the bread crust and the sharing of one loaf is a powerful depiction of 
what He would do for each of them and for us. 

Then Jesus moved on to the cup. The verb poured out is 
important. In the Old Testament, to pour out blood was to murder 
someone. In another sense, the pouring out of His blood established 
the new covenant (just as the blood of an animal sacrifice was poured 
out to atone for the sins of the people). 

Moreover, drinking the cup of someone was understood to be a 
means of entering a relationship with them, an agreement to share 
that person’s destiny. It was a token of fellowship. With all of this 
symbolism in place, we see that drinking the cup of Christ unites us 
in His death. As the disciples drank from the same cup, they were 
reminded of their unity with Christ. 

How does observing the Lord’s Supper help a person identify with Jesus? 

In Luke 22:14-20 there is no mention of eating the Passover 
lamb. Perhaps this is a literary device showing us that Jesus 
Himself would become the Passover Lamb, as Paul expounded on 
in 1 Corinthians 5:7. 

The Lord’s Supper portrays the story of redemption. This table 
becomes the place where the sad remembrance of things past are 
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VERSES 14-18
Once again, the Lord’s Supper reorients us to the truth of the gospel 
each time we partake of the elements. The gospel is the good news 
that God’s grace is greater than our sin. The good news is for the past, 
the present, and the future.

The text tells us that when the hour came, Jesus and the 
apostles reclined at the table together. Jesus told the disciples that 
He fervently desired to eat this Passover meal with them. There is 
intensity in this language. Jesus longed to eat with the disciples—to 
fellowship around the table—because it was a foretaste of the coming 
kingdom of God. Jesus was anticipating the day, made possible by His 
sacrificial death, when a new meal will be celebrated in fulfillment 
of all that Passover represents. One day, all believers will celebrate at 
the Lamb’s supper. (See Rev. 19.) In these moments, Jesus was able to 
frame the events of the cross before Him between two meals—one 
for remembrance and one for anticipation. 

How does our remembrance of Christ’s cross and hope for eternity with 
Christ encourage us to live for Him today? 

DID YOU KNOW?

Meals were eaten while reclining on cushions, resting on the elbow and 
next to low tables. With large groups, tables would be arranged in the 
form of a U, allowing servers access in the middle to those reclining.
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transformed into the glorious promise of things to come. In this 
sense, the Lord’s Supper has a threefold orientation. First, the Lord’s 
Supper is a meal of remembrance. In the Lord’s Supper we look back 
on God’s salvation accomplished on the cross and in the resurrection. 
Second, the Lord’s Supper is a meal of celebration. In the Lord’s 
Supper we examine our own faith and are made thankful for the 
covenant Jesus established through His blood. This is the foundation 
for the unity we have with other Christians. Finally, the Lord’s 
Supper is a meal of anticipation as we look forward to the promise of 
what’s to come in the new heavens and new earth. 

The Lord’s Supper is a meal of 
remembrance, celebration,  

and anticipation.  
As the elements of the Lord’s Supper are distributed, we are often 

called to reflect on the reality of our sin and the good news of the 
gospel. At the same time, there is a sense of celebration as we take the 
cup and the bread. We must remember that salvation is accomplished. 
Christ has won! When we partake, we soberly remember but also 
joyfully celebrate in anticipation of the day we will sit with Jesus and 
dine with Him. 

How do the mixed emotions of sorrow and celebration impact how we 
observe the Lord’s Supper? 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  Baptism and the Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic act of obedience whereby members 
of the church, through partaking of the bread and the fruit of the vine, 
memorialize the death of the Redeemer and anticipate His second 
coming (1 Cor. 11:23-29).
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APPLY THE TEXT
• Believers must obediently prepare when remembering Jesus’ death, 

burial, and resurrection.
• Believers can look forward to joining Jesus for a great banquet in 

His kingdom.  
• Believers are to remember the sacrificial death of Jesus when 

observing the Lord’s Supper. 

As a group, share stories of how you have prepared for Easter season. 
What practices have you found spiritually beneficial for remembering 
Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection?

What stirs your heart the most as you anticipate joining your brothers and 
sisters in Christ at His great banquet table? Write a prayer of anticipation. 

When we as Christians partake of the Lord’s table, we must recognize 
that we are all there by grace. What are some practical ways you can 
move toward reconciliation with others before you partake of the Lord’s 
table together?

PRAYER NEEDS

 

transformed into the glorious promise of things to come. In this 
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called to reflect on the reality of our sin and the good news of the 
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cup and the bread. We must remember that salvation is accomplished. 
Christ has won! When we partake, we soberly remember but also 
joyfully celebrate in anticipation of the day we will sit with Jesus and 
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observe the Lord’s Supper? 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  Baptism and the Lord’s Supper
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of the church, through partaking of the bread and the fruit of the vine, 
memorialize the death of the Redeemer and anticipate His second 
coming (1 Cor. 11:23-29).
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Willing 
Jesus willingly submitted to the Father’s redemptive plan. 

LUKE 22:41-53
Life can be hard, even when we are doing what we are supposed 
to be doing. Job pressures, health issues, and dealing with family 
relationships can make life a challenge. Even representing Christ in 
this world can be a challenge when we are moved out of our comfort 
zones. In each of these situations we are called on to trust God, 
knowing He has a plan. In today’s lesson we see Jesus express trust in 
the Father while carrying out God’s redemptive plan.

What situations challenge your willingness to trust God?

Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________

S E S S I O N  9
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
LUKE 22:39-53
The events following the Lord’s Supper seem to speed up as the 
providential plans of God are set in motion to move Him toward the 
cross. Jesus led the disciples to a familiar place to pray and to prepare 
for what He would face. Luke provides the most concise account of 
Jesus’ prayer and arrest. The Gospels of Matthew and Mark locate 
these happenings in the garden of Gethsemane, which was located 
on the lower slopes of the Mount of Olives. The word Gethsemane 
means “oil press,” which is noteworthy since in this place Jesus 
would be pressed emotionally while anticipating the suffering He 
would endure. 

If we read Luke 22:41-53 alongside the other Gospel accounts, the 
intensity of this moment is increased all the more. Mark reports that 
Jesus was distressed, Matthew highlights His sorrow, and both reveal 
He was deeply troubled. Jesus even told the disciples that He was 
sorrowful even to the point of death (Matt. 26:38). 

Through all of this, Jesus ultimately and willingly submitted to 
the Father’s redemptive plan. In several places in the Gospel of Luke, 
Jesus provided the disciples instructions on how to pray (11:1-13; 
18:1-8). In this week’s session, we witness Jesus’ model prayer in a 
very powerful way. While making His requests to God, He ultimately 
submitted Himself to the Father’s will. Thus, Jesus exemplified how 
He instructed the disciples to pray, “your will be done” (Matt. 6:10). 
In this account, Jesus asked the Father for the strength to face His 
death, which would institute the new covenant by His blood (Luke 
22:20; 1 Cor. 11:25). This is the covenant He discussed with the 
disciples at the last supper. 

Read Luke 22:41-53, noting the emotions expressed by Jesus.  
How do these emotions point to Jesus’ trust in the Father regardless  
of what Jesus faced?

83Se ssion 9 :  W il l ing 

© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources



84 E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e |  P er son a l St u dy Gu i de

EXPLORE THE TEXT
IN PRAYER (LUKE 22:41-46)
41 Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, 
and began to pray, 42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup 
away from me—nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” 
43 Then an angel from heaven appeared to him, strengthening 
him. 44 Being in anguish, he prayed more fervently, and his sweat 
became like drops of blood falling to the ground. 45 When he got 
up from prayer and came to the disciples, he found them sleeping, 
exhausted from their grief. 46 “Why are you sleeping?” he asked 
them. “Get up and pray, so that you won’t fall into temptation.”

VERSES 41-42
Luke began this account with Jesus’ leading His disciples to the 
Mount of Olives (v. 39). The other Gospel writers specify the location 
as Gethsemane, a garden in the Kidron Valley (Matt. 26:36-46; Mark 
14:32-42). This event immediately followed the Last Supper, and Luke 
noted that they went as usual to this place for retreat (Luke 22:39). 
Mentioning that Jesus led His disciples to this place underscores the 
discipleship pattern of following Him in the spiritual disciplines. In 
this passage Jesus taught the disciples how to pray under the weight 
of severe testing, which He warned that all disciples would encounter 
(22:31;35-36). 

Furthermore, in this intense time of prayer Jesus instructed 
believers to align themselves with God’s will. In Luke 22:40, Jesus 
instructed His disciples to pray lest they enter into temptation, which 
is the last petition of the Lord’s prayer (11:4). A similar command is 
given in 21:36, where Jesus commanded His disciples to keep alert in 
prayer so that they may be strong enough to flee the things that were 
about to take place. We know from the narrative that Jesus’ cup of 
substitutionary suffering would not be removed. Jesus would drink 
this cup. He would die. But, death would not have the last word.

Jesus withdrew or “pulled away” from the others. In one sense, 
His withdrawal communicated the emotional weight of the situation. 
Jesus was by Himself and was alone. Luke not only recorded the 
distance, but also Jesus’ posture in prayer—Jesus knelt down. 

© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources



85

Kneeling is an act of humility and is different from the ancient 
Jewish custom of standing during prayer (compare with the Pharisee 
in Luke 18:11). 

At this point, the focus becomes Jesus’ mood as He prayed. At the 
beginning of His prayer, His prefaced His requests with the words 
Father, if you are willing. This reveals that the events that were about 
to take place were part of God’s plan. Jesus did not concern Himself 
with possibilities but with submitting to the will of the Father. 
Could there be any other way? The word translated nevertheless 
demonstrates that God’s will must come to pass and Jesus was 
willingly submitting Himself to this course of events (12:49-50; 
13:31-33; 18:31). 

Jesus prayed, take this cup away from me. In the Old Testament, 
the “cup of wrath” is a common metaphor (Pss. 60:3; 75:8; 
Isa. 29:9-10; 51:17-23; Jer. 25:15-29). While Jesus made the desire of 
His heart known to God, His primary concern was to do the Father’s 
will. This is an important lesson for all believers. We must admit that 
prayer does not make our will known to God (He knows before we 
even ask), but prayer often makes God’s will known to us. Those who 
submit themselves to God in prayer open themselves up to being used 
by God, even in suffering. Jesus’ request is less significant than His 
desire to do God’s will. 

How does Jesus’ prayer in the garden reflect how Jesus taught others to 
pray in Matthew 6:9-13? 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  God

To God we owe the highest love, reverence, and obedience 
(Deut. 6:4-5).

85Se ssion 9 :  W il l ing 

© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources



VERSES 43-46
At this point in the narrative, an angel from heaven attended to Jesus 
to strengthen Him for what was ahead. An angelic manifestation 
following prayer had also happened during Jesus’ temptation in the 
wilderness (Matt. 4:11). In both of these cases, the angel’s appearance 
strengthened Jesus for His mission to seek and save the lost. 

The angel ministered to Jesus in a time of anguish so intense 
that His sweat became like drops of blood falling to the ground. 
The descriptive terms Luke used to describe Jesus’ fervent prayer and 
emotional anguish highlight the intensity of this moment. This is a 
picture of tension and readiness for the battle ahead. Jesus rose from 
prayer ready to accomplish the task set before Him. 

While Jesus was being strengthened in prayer, the disciples were 
sleeping. Undoubtedly, it had been a long day and the emotional 
weight had tired them. But faithfulness requires intentional 
diligence. While Jesus prepared for battle, the disciples shrank back 
in weakness. Jesus was prepared for what lay ahead; the disciples 
were not. This emphasizes the nature of Jesus’ battle against the 
forces of sin and death that no other person can face with confidence. 
Jesus did what we cannot do for ourselves. He then awakened the 
fear-paralyzed sleeping disciples, asked why they were sleeping, and 
warned them to pray so that they wouldn’t fall into temptation.

How did Jesus’ daily prayer practice prepare Him to pray at this moment? 
How does a person’s past practices impact present disciplines? 

IN BETRAYAL (LUKE 22:47-50)
47 While he was still speaking, suddenly a mob came, and one of the 
Twelve named Judas was leading them. He came near Jesus to kiss 
him, 48 but Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of 
Man with a kiss?” 49 When those around him saw what was going to 
happen, they asked, “Lord, should we strike with the sword?” 50 Then 
one of them struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear.
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VERSES 47-48
While Jesus was still speaking to the disciples, Judas and the mob 
showed up to begin the sequence of events that ultimately led to the 
very battle for which Jesus was preparing. Judas stepped out of the 
shadows as the one who would betray Jesus. Even though Judas acted 
as money carrier for the disciples, he was known as a scrooge and a 
thief (John 12:5-6). Remember, Judas was present at the Last Supper, 
during which Jesus predicted His betrayal (Luke 22:21). The price of 
the betrayal was thirty pieces of silver. The money handler handed 
Jesus over for money. 

Judas had planned to identify Jesus with a kiss (Matt. 26:48). 
Typically in Scripture, a kiss was a friendly gesture of greeting or 
departure (Luke 7:45). But here, it was an enemy’s gesture of betrayal. 
It would have been dark that night, and Judas wanted to make 
sure the arrestors knew who exactly who Jesus was. Remember, 
Judas would have known where Jesus would be at night, as praying 
in this location was His custom (22:39). This knowledge of Jesus’ 
daily pattern, and the note that Judas was one of the Twelve, only 
heightens the horror of this moment. His intent on sealing it with a 
kiss makes it all the more bitter. 

As Judas approached Jesus, the Savior asked, “Judas, are you 
betraying the •Son of Man with a kiss?” The term “Son of Man” is 
used over eighty times in the Gospel accounts. This designation is 
often equated with the title Messiah, and is used in Daniel (7:13) 
in reference to an apocalyptic figure from heaven that establishes 
an eternal kingdom and exercises dominion over all people. Judas 
was betraying the Messiah, the One from heaven who would soon 
establish His eternal kingdom and rule over all.

VERSES 49-50
As Judas and the mob approached Jesus, the disciples were provoked 
to a defensive stance. They asked with a tone of affirmation, “Lord, 
should we strike with the sword?” They didn’t wait for an answer; 
they took action. Luke doesn’t tell us who, but one of them struck the 
high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. It was not uncommon 
to carry weapons. In fact, Jesus had just made a statement about 
swords (v. 38). The disciples were on alert, ready to guard and 
defend Jesus. 
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What do the contrasting reactions of Jesus and His disciples reveal about 
their trust in God at that moment? 

How does a person’s reaction in a challenging time reveal the object of 
their trust?  

IN ACTION (LUKE 22:51-53)
51 But Jesus responded, “No more of this!” And touching his ear,  
he healed him. 52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, temple police, 
and the elders who had come for him, “Have you come out with 
swords and clubs as if I were a criminal? 53 Every day while I was 
with you in the temple, you never laid a hand on me. But this is 
your hour—and the dominion of darkness.”

VERSE 51
After the strike to the high priest’s servant, Jesus rebuked the 
disciples by saying, “No more of this!” He did not want or need His 
disciples to defend Him with physical force. More importantly, He did 
not want to hinder what must take place. 

Jesus then healed the servant’s ear. This may be somewhat surprising 
unless the reader takes into account Jesus’ ministry in total, which often 
included healing. The healing of the man’s ear was a sign of compassion 
toward those who had come to take Him prisoner. In the Gospel 
accounts, Jesus’ healings demonstrated His power to reverse the effects 
of sin and to overcome the power of evil. The disciples were ready to kill 
someone for whom Jesus was ready to give His life.  

How did the healing of the servant’s ear demonstrate Jesus’ willingness 
to follow the Father’s plan? 
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VERSES 52-53
Luke identified Jesus’ capturers that came under the cloak of darkness 
as the chief priests, temple police, and the •elders. In sum, the religious, 
military, and political leaders had gathered together to arrest Jesus. The 
powers of the world came to take on the Son of Man. 

Jesus rebuked them for treating Him as though He were a 
criminal. Why did they need so many authorities? Why did they 
need weapons? Note how Jesus also said, this is your hour. In doing 
so, Jesus aligned their actions with the evil one and his dominion 
of darkness. Darkness would have its brief hour, but the light of 
the resurrection will shine for all of eternity. In this brief but tragic 
moment, God allowed the forces of evil to accomplish their will. 
Ultimately, however, what they meant for evil God meant for ultimate 
good. This whole account reads somberly, like the dark night it was. 
But this darkness would pass. 

How does submitting to God’s will, even in the face of rejection, provide 
confidence and comfort?

BIBLE SKILL:  Use a Bible concordance

Use a Bible concordance to identify passages that reference powers 
of darkness. Review some of the passages, including Colossians 1:13. 
Record insights gained by reviewing the passages identified. What are 
the limits of Satan’s dark rule? 
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APPLY THE TEXT
• Believers should willingly submit to God’s plans.
• Believers can stand with confidence when following God’s will.
• Believers can submit to God’s will in the face of rejection.

What has God asked you to do that you have yet to do? What is the next 
step for you toward completing that God-given assignment? Ask God for 
courage to take that next step. 

Discuss as a group ways to minister to others in a way that provides 
strength, especially during times of suffering and difficulty. What one 
action will the group take as a result of this discussion?

Identify opposition and threats that may stand in your way of submitting 
to God’s will. How can you demonstrate God’s character to those who 
oppose or threaten you? 

PRAYER NEEDS
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91Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________

Denied 
Denying Jesus leads to sorrow and guilt.

LUKE 22:54-62 
Some of the most haunting words Jesus ever uttered were about 
denying Him. He taught His disciples that whoever denied Him before 
men, He would deny before God the Father. With Jesus being our 
intercessor before the throne of God, these words are hard to forget. 
It is no surprise then that denying Jesus leads to sorrow and guilt. 
As Jesus faced the cross, Peter experienced the pain of denying Him. 
From Peter we learn about the heartbreak of denying Christ and the 
hope of forgiveness in the aftermath of doing so. 

Reflect on a time you were abandoned by someone you considered a 
friend. What one word would you use to define the emotions you felt? 

S E S S I O N  1 0
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT  
LUKE 22:54-71
The willingness of Jesus to face the cross stands in stark contrast 
to the weakness of His disciples (Luke 22:39-62). Most notably 
was Simon Peter, who betrayed Jesus three times on the night of 
Jesus’ arrest. 

Peter was one of Jesus’ first followers and became a pillar in 
the church (Gal. 2:9). He not only followed Jesus but also became 
a spokesperson for the Twelve (Luke 8:45; 12:41). It was Peter who 
first confessed Jesus as the Christ, the Son God (Matt. 16:16-17). 
Peter was also part of the inner circle of Jesus’ disciples, along with 
James and John. It was Peter and John who were given the task of 
preparing Jesus’ final Passover meal (Luke 22:8). At one point, Peter 
boasted he would never forsake Jesus, even if everyone else did. In 
the hours that followed, we find Peter denying Jesus three times. Fear 
of the implications of being associated with Him cracked the “rock” 
(Matt. 16:18-19). 

Though Peter was unfaithful, the resurrected Jesus forgave, 
restored, and re-commissioned him for the mission (John 21:6,15-17). 
In the Book of Acts, Peter is seen as a leader in the church and in the 
expansion of the gospel. Despite Peter’s sometimes fickle faith, God 
still used him in a mighty way in His kingdom. 

As the apostle Paul reminded us in 2 Timothy 2:13, “if we are 
faithless, he remains faithful, for he cannot deny himself.” Peter may 
have denied Christ, but in the power of God’s grace he persevered. 
Moreover, because of Christ’s sacrificial death on the cross, the Father 
would not deny Peter in eternity. Like us, Peter was a great sinner. But 
our Christ is an even greater Savior. 

Of what was Peter accused in Luke 22:54-62, and how did he respond? 
What did Jesus do the third time Peter denied knowing Him?
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EXPLORE THE TEXT 

DISTANCE (LUKE 22:54-55)
54 They seized him, led him away, and brought him into the high 
priest’s house. Meanwhile Peter was following at a distance.  
55 They lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down 
together, and Peter sat among them.

VERSE 54
The plot against Jesus grew in intensity since His arrival in Jerusalem 
(Luke 19:47; 22:2). In the previous verses, we witness the arrival 
of the religious, military, and political leaders to arrest Jesus. Luke 
identified them as chief priests, temple police, and the elders (22:52). 
The words for seized and led … away convey the sense that the 
guards used force to arrest Jesus, although He did not struggle.

In verse 54 we learn that the high priest orchestrated the whole 
ordeal, since Jesus was taken to his house. The high priest at that 
time was Joseph Caiaphas, who ruled from AD 18-36. The house of 
the high priest was most likely a villa or a palace, with a generously 
sized courtyard.  

At this point Jesus was being prepared to go before the Roman 
governor, Pilate, with a charge of blasphemy. Again, Luke was 
informing us that the religious and political authorities were working 
together to bring this saga to an end. All of the disciples, except for 
Peter, had disappeared in the dark of night, just as Jesus’ accusers 
had appeared. Peter had promised to stay with Jesus through this 
trial, and he alone remained (22:33). We are told that Peter followed 
at a distance. 

We do not know Peter’s motivation in following Jesus to this place. 
It could have been curious fear or a timid attempt to keep his word. 
Matthew 26:58 simply states that Peter wanted to see the outcome of 
these events. Nevertheless, we will soon see that Peter’s courageous 
commitment to follow Jesus to the end turned out to be an empty 
claim. The narrator tells us that Peter stayed a safe distance away to 
observe but not be implicated with Jesus. 
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How does distancing oneself from Jesus increase the probability 
of unfaithfulness?

VERSE 55
Luke set the scene by informing us that Jesus’ captors lit a fire in the 
middle of the courtyard and sat down around it to keep warm in the 
cold of this spring evening. Peter sat among them, squarely in the 
company of Jesus’ arrest party. He attempted to blend into the crowd, 
hoping to remain unnoticed. 

There will be situations where our 
fidelity to Christ will falter.

We may have moments when we try to hide our Christian identity 
in an effort to blend into the world. But God calls His children to be 
light in a dark world. What good is a light if it is covered for no one 
to see? There will be situations where our fidelity to Christ will falter. 
But thanks be to God, our identity is not ultimately grounded in what 
we do, but in what Christ has done. Like Peter, we may find ourselves 
behaving in ways that are shameful. Yet God’s grace is free to all who 
believe, and His mercies are new every morning. 

What are the dangers of Christians attempting to blend in to an 
unbelieving crowd?

KE Y DOCTRINE:  Evangelism and Missions

It is the duty of every child of God to seek constantly to win the lost to 
Christ by verbal witness undergirded by a Christian lifestyle, and by 
other methods in harmony with the gospel of Christ (2 Tim. 4:5).
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DENIAL (LUKE 22:56-60a) 
56 When a servant saw him sitting in the light, and looked closely 
at him, she said, “This man was with him too.” 57 But he denied it: 
“Woman, I don’t know him.” 58 After a little while, someone else 
saw him and said, “You’re one of them too.” “Man, I am not!” Peter 
said. 59 About an hour later, another kept insisting, “This man was 
certainly with him, since he’s also a Galilean.” 60a But Peter said, 
“Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!”

VERSES 56-57
Peter did not remain unnoticed for long; the light of the fire exposed 
him in this darkest hour. Peter had claimed loyalty to Jesus in private; 
now his loyalty was about to be tested in public. The first person who 
identified Peter in the dim firelight was a servant woman She was 
the same servant who served as doorkeeper and let Peter inside at the 
request of John (John 18:16-17). As Peter entered, he may have been 
somewhat hidden by his cloak and the darkness.

After looking closely at him, the woman called him out as a 
disciple of Jesus. It was Peter who first confessed Jesus as the 
Messiah (Luke 9:20). But when identified as one of Jesus’ followers, 
he claimed to never have known Him. This is an absolute denial as he 
disputed her claim. Again, this was one of Peters’ darkest moments 
and would haunt him in the days ahead. 

Perhaps Peter gave into fear at this moment. Perhaps, in the wake 
of all these events, he began to doubt all that the Lord had told him. 
Jesus’ followers hoped that Jesus would be the one to redeem Israel. 
Now, the prospects of this promise seemed as dim as the dark night 
sky. With Jesus’ imminent death approaching, it seems that the faith 
and courage of Peter was dying also. The word denied only appears 
in verse 57; after this, Luke simply recorded what Peter said at each 
attempt to identify him as one of the twelve (vv. 58-60a). However, 
his denial is clearly assumed each time. 

VERSES 58-60a 
Peter then drew attention from someone else who said, “You’re 
one of them too.” This implies that the crowd was well aware 
of Jesus’ disciples. They had been closely associated with Jesus 
and His ministry. As the old saying goes, “You’re known by the 

How does distancing oneself from Jesus increase the probability 
of unfaithfulness?

VERSE 55
Luke set the scene by informing us that Jesus’ captors lit a fire in the 
middle of the courtyard and sat down around it to keep warm in the 
cold of this spring evening. Peter sat among them, squarely in the 
company of Jesus’ arrest party. He attempted to blend into the crowd, 
hoping to remain unnoticed. 

There will be situations where our 
fidelity to Christ will falter.

We may have moments when we try to hide our Christian identity 
in an effort to blend into the world. But God calls His children to be 
light in a dark world. What good is a light if it is covered for no one 
to see? There will be situations where our fidelity to Christ will falter. 
But thanks be to God, our identity is not ultimately grounded in what 
we do, but in what Christ has done. Like Peter, we may find ourselves 
behaving in ways that are shameful. Yet God’s grace is free to all who 
believe, and His mercies are new every morning. 

What are the dangers of Christians attempting to blend in to an 
unbelieving crowd?

KE Y DOCTRINE:  Evangelism and Missions

It is the duty of every child of God to seek constantly to win the lost to 
Christ by verbal witness undergirded by a Christian lifestyle, and by 
other methods in harmony with the gospel of Christ (2 Tim. 4:5).
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company you keep.” Once again, Peter claimed he was not one of 
Jesus’ beloved followers. In this moment he did not want to be known 
as part of Jesus’ company. Peter’s reply denied not only his association 
with Jesus but also his association with the other disciples. He was 
now in full self-preservation mode. He abandoned his Lord and 
betrayed his closest friends. 

How do the people with whom one associates impact how others might 
view that person? 

About an hour later, Peter dug his feet in deeper. A third person 
pressed in and insisted with certainty: this man (Peter) was certainly 
with him (Jesus). One of the proofs offered is that he was a Galilean. 
Luke provided a little more context to this qualifier in Acts 2:7. 
Presumably, Galileans had distinct clothing and identifiable accents. 
In comparison to those who were gathered in the high priest’s 
courtyard, his rural accent and clothing must have stuck out. Yet still, 
Peter claimed that the accusations were ungrounded. He claimed, 
I don’t know what you’re talking about! For a third time, Peter 
demonstrated an unwillingness to acknowledge that he knew Jesus. 
The pressure of the moment cracked Peter, the rock. 

Can you imagine the weight of grief that was building in Peter’s 
heart? How could he deny Jesus? He had followed Jesus intimately for 
three years; now being intimidated, he walked away in shame. 

DID YOU KNOW?

According to John 18:26, the third accusation against Peter (Luke 22:59) 
came from a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off. 
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DEFEAT (LUKE 22:60b-62)
60b Immediately, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. 
61 Then the Lord turned and looked at Peter. So Peter remembered 
the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster 
crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he went outside 
and wept bitterly.

VERSES 60b-61
The crow of a rooster confirmed Jesus’ prediction that these things 
would take place just as He said (Luke 22:34). The crowing happened 
immediately. If it happened half an hour later, Peter might not have 
made the connection between the rooster and Jesus’ warning. The 
fact that it occurred while he was still speaking left no doubt as to 
what was happening. Peter must have cringed at the sound. To make 
matters worse, Jesus and Peter made eye contact. This informs us 
that Peter denied Jesus in His presence. 

The term turned is a participle and could be translated, “turning, 
the Lord looked.” Jesus’ act of turning shows He was engaged with 
the authorities and guards. Yet He knew what was happening with 
Peter, so He physically turned toward him.  
The term looked conveys the idea of looking directly and intently. 
Though more than a glance, Jesus’ look is not characterized as a glare 
or scowl. His eyes probably conveyed more sadness than accusation. 
When Peter saw Jesus looking at him, he remembered the word of the 
Lord that Peter would deny Him.

The victorious Christian life isn’t the 
sinless life; it’s the repentant life. 

VERSE 62
The aftermath of Peter’s actions were painful, and he wept bitterly. The 
language used to describe Peter’s bitter weeping is used elsewhere to 
refer to the grief over someone’s death (8:52). This was intense emotion. 

Perhaps Jesus’ look provided some sense of assurance to preserve 
Peter. Later on in 24:12, Luke recorded Peter as running to examine 
the claims of an empty tomb. This was a sign of hope. In the end, John 
informs us that Jesus forgave and restored Peter (John 21). 
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Can you imagine the weight of grief that was building in Peter’s 
heart? How could he deny Jesus? He had followed Jesus intimately for 
three years; now being intimidated, he walked away in shame. 

DID YOU KNOW?

According to John 18:26, the third accusation against Peter (Luke 22:59) 
came from a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off. 
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The failure of Peter, along with the testimony of Acts reassures us 
that God’s grace is greater than our failures. Jesus is faithful, even 
when His followers fail in faithlessness. This was not only good news 
for Peter; this is good news for all of us. Peter’s failure and subsequent 
restoration through repentance and grace reminds us that the 
victorious Christian life isn’t the sinless life; it’s the repentant life. 

What role does accountability play in receiving grace?  
How is accountability a function of God’s love?

BIBLE SKILL:  Read, reflect on, and react emotionally to a 
Bible verse.

Imagine yourself in Peter’s place. Reflect on the passage again, using 
your name instead of Peter’s. How do you feel as you read these 
words? Create a two-column chart. Label one column: “Faithful.” 
Label the second column: “Failure.” List some situations in your life 
that would fit into each column. What emotions can you identify as you 
think of each item? 
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APPLY THE TEXT
• Believers must be careful to not distance themselves from Jesus.
• Believers can expect people to identify them as followers of Jesus.
• Believers are held accountable when they deny knowing Jesus.

Name several spiritual disciplines that help us remain faithful to Jesus. 
Which spiritual discipline do you need to be more intent on developing in 
your life and how?

What actions do you need to take to more readily be identified as a 
believer of Jesus? Who needs to know that you are a follower of Jesus?

As a group, discuss some practical ways you can hold one another 
accountable in your faithfulness to Jesus Christ. What actions might the 
group need to take in light of this discussion?

PRAYER NEEDS

 

The failure of Peter, along with the testimony of Acts reassures us 
that God’s grace is greater than our failures. Jesus is faithful, even 
when His followers fail in faithlessness. This was not only good news 
for Peter; this is good news for all of us. Peter’s failure and subsequent 
restoration through repentance and grace reminds us that the 
victorious Christian life isn’t the sinless life; it’s the repentant life. 

What role does accountability play in receiving grace?  
How is accountability a function of God’s love?

BIBLE SKILL:  Read, reflect on, and react emotionally to a 
Bible verse.

Imagine yourself in Peter’s place. Reflect on the passage again, using 
your name instead of Peter’s. How do you feel as you read these 
words? Create a two-column chart. Label one column: “Faithful.” 
Label the second column: “Failure.” List some situations in your life 
that would fit into each column. What emotions can you identify as you 
think of each item? 
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100100

Sacrificed
Jesus’ death provides salvation to all who trust in Him. 

LUKE 23:33-46
The book Lives Given, Not Taken details the sacrifices of eight 
missionary martyrs. These missionaries went to potentially 
dangerous places because they believed God called them to serve 
people in hard-to-reach areas of the world. They took serious risks so 
others might know Jesus. From medical workers slain at a clinic to 
relief personnel assassinated by gunmen on motorcycles, they gave 
their lives because Jesus first sacrificed Himself for them.  

How does Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross motivate you? 

Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________

S E S S I O N  1 1
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
LUKE 23:1-49
During the night of His arrest‚ Jesus was questioned informally by 
Annas (John 18:12-14) and Caiaphas (Matt. 26:57). At daylight, the 
Sanhedrin convened a formal hearing. The Jewish elders condemned Him 
on the accusation that Jesus made Himself to be equal with God (Luke 
22:66-71).

The chief priests and elders brought Jesus before the Roman governor 
because only the Romans could sentence a man to death. The charge 
centered on false claims that Jesus encouraged the people not to pay 
taxes to Caesar. They also accused Him of wanting to be king (23:1-5). 

When Pilate heard Jesus was from Galilee, he thought he could rid 
himself of the situation by sending Him to Herod, who ruled the region 
that included Galilee (vv. 6-12). At first, Herod was glad to see Jesus 
because he wanted to see Jesus do a miracle, as if performing a trick. 
Jesus’ silence fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy: “He was oppressed and afflicted, 
yet he did not open his mouth. Like a lamb led to the slaughter and like a 
sheep silent before her shearers, he did not open his mouth” (Isa. 53:7).

Herod sent Jesus back to Pilate. Recognizing that none of the 
charges were valid, Pilate tried several times to release Jesus, but the 
religious leaders led the crowd to cry for Jesus’ crucifixion. Finally, 
Pilate yielded Jesus into their hands (Luke 23:13-25). 

After being scourged, Jesus was in such a weakened condition 
that Simon of Cyrene was recruited to carry Jesus’ cross to the place 
of crucifixion. Women wept for Jesus, but He urged them to weep 
for themselves and their children because of worse conditions to come 
(vv. 26-31). 

Jesus was crucified between two thieves. One thief defended 
Jesus against the mockery of the other criminal and asked Jesus to 
remember him in His kingdom. Jesus accepted his dying words of 
faith and promised he would join Him in paradise (23:32-43).

Read Luke 23:33-46, underlining the different titles and names used 
when addressing Jesus. How does each name used point to Jesus 
providing salvation?
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
FOCUSED (LUKE 23:33-34)
33 When they arrived at the place called The Skull, they crucified him 
there, along with the criminals, one on the right and one on the left. 
34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, because they do not know 
what they are doing.” And they divided his clothes and cast lots.

VERSE 33
Jesus arrived at the place called The Skull. The imagery is horrifying, 
and the act of crucifixion is even more terrifying. The cross was such 
a horrible way to die that it was against the law for Roman citizens to 
die on this Roman execution device. What killed the victims of the 
cross was not the nails, but blood-drowned suffocation. 

As Jesus was lifted up on the crossbeam and it settled into the 
ground, the weight of His body would meet gravity with all of its 
force. For hours, in order to breathe, Jesus had to push His body 
upward, scraping the exposed tears in the flesh. Suffocation, with the 
loss of blood and exhaustion, was a deadly mix. 

Jesus was crucified along with the criminals, one on the right 
and one on the left. It was prophesied in Isaiah 53 that the suffering 
Servant would be numbered with the transgressors. He who was 
accused of blasphemy was now being blasphemed. 

VERSE 34
Impaled on the cross, Jesus experienced excruciating pain. Yet when 
He prayed to the Father, He did not seek relief but asked God to 
forgive them. 

DID YOU KNOW?

Luke is the only Gospel writer to use the Greek term for Skull 
(kranion) instead of the Aramaic term, “Golgotha.” (See Matt. 27:33; 
Mark 15:22; and John 19:17.) The word “Calvary” comes from the 
Latin translation of “Skull.” 
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The soldiers divided his clothes and cast lots for His garments, 
fulfilling Scripture (Ps. 22:18). As Jesus prayed for those who crucified 
Him, He said they do not know what they are doing. They certainly 
did not understand they were executing the Son of God. Some 
scholars argue Jesus’ prayer of forgiveness applied to everyone—Jew 
and Roman—who participated in His death.

Jesus was no victim. If He had not embraced the Father’s will in 
the garden, these men would have had no power over Him. He knew 
His atoning sacrifice was the only way we can be forgiven. We cannot 
offer the excuse that we don’t know what we are doing. Each of us is 
guilty and stands condemned unless we receive Jesus and the merit 
of His shed blood.

How does Jesus’ declaration in verse 34 point to His purpose? 

MOCKED (LUKE 23:35-39)
35 The people stood watching, and even the leaders were scoffing: 
“He saved others; let him save himself if this is God’s Messiah, the 
Chosen One!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him. They came offering 
him sour wine 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save 
yourself!” 38 An inscription was above him: This Is the King of the 
Jews. 39 Then one of the criminals hanging there began to yell 
insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”

VERSE 35
Some waited to see if the Miracle Worker would wondrously remove 
Himself from the cross. Others would have looked at the sign 
above His head—This Is the King of the Jews—and simply shook 
their heads. Luke pointed out that even the leaders were scoffing, 
indicating that everyone present participated in mocking Jesus. This 
fulfilled Isaiah 53:3, where the prophet told of a Suffering Servant 
who would be treated like this. 

The mocking centered on Jesus’ claim to be God’s Messiah, the 
Chosen One. On numerous occasions, Jesus identified Himself as God’s 
Son, which was equal to being the Messiah. The Jews believed their 

EXPLORE THE TEXT
FOCUSED (LUKE 23:33-34)
33 When they arrived at the place called The Skull, they crucified him 
there, along with the criminals, one on the right and one on the left. 
34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, because they do not know 
what they are doing.” And they divided his clothes and cast lots.

VERSE 33
Jesus arrived at the place called The Skull. The imagery is horrifying, 
and the act of crucifixion is even more terrifying. The cross was such 
a horrible way to die that it was against the law for Roman citizens to 
die on this Roman execution device. What killed the victims of the 
cross was not the nails, but blood-drowned suffocation. 

As Jesus was lifted up on the crossbeam and it settled into the 
ground, the weight of His body would meet gravity with all of its 
force. For hours, in order to breathe, Jesus had to push His body 
upward, scraping the exposed tears in the flesh. Suffocation, with the 
loss of blood and exhaustion, was a deadly mix. 

Jesus was crucified along with the criminals, one on the right 
and one on the left. It was prophesied in Isaiah 53 that the suffering 
Servant would be numbered with the transgressors. He who was 
accused of blasphemy was now being blasphemed. 

VERSE 34
Impaled on the cross, Jesus experienced excruciating pain. Yet when 
He prayed to the Father, He did not seek relief but asked God to 
forgive them. 

DID YOU KNOW?

Luke is the only Gospel writer to use the Greek term for Skull 
(kranion) instead of the Aramaic term, “Golgotha.” (See Matt. 27:33; 
Mark 15:22; and John 19:17.) The word “Calvary” comes from the 
Latin translation of “Skull.” 
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Messiah would appear in power to set them free from Roman rule. They 
could not accept a bleeding Messiah hanging on a Roman cross. 

They ridiculed the idea that he saved others but could not save 
himself. They did not understand the word saved in terms of spiritual 
salvation. They likely referred to His healing the sick and raising the 
dead. Their mocking included the conditional statement: If you are. 
This phrase did not carry the idea “since you are” but implied the 
negative. They dared Jesus to prove He was the Messiah. 

VERSES 36-38
The soldiers who mocked him seemed to show a hint of compassion 
by offering Him wine. But Jesus refused, bearing the fullness of 
the cross. Luke did not record Jesus’ statement: “I’m thirsty” but 
mentioned how the soldiers offered Him sour wine. Dipping a sponge 
into some vinegar, they put it on a long reed and held it up to His 
mouth (John 19:28-29).

The soldiers focused on the primary accusation against Jesus—
that He supposedly claimed to be the King of the Jews. Jesus told 
Pilate that His kingdom was not of this world, but the guilty verdict 
did not depend on facts. If Jesus were the king, why couldn’t He call 
on the populous to rescue Him? If He were truly a miracle worker, 
let Him come down from the cross. Their snide rebuke did not move 
Jesus to respond. In order to provide forgiveness and salvation for 
humankind, He could not save Himself.

What do the statements of the mockers reveal about their 
misunderstanding of the Messiah? What elements of truth  
are found in the statements? 

VERSE 39
Even one of the criminals hanging there began to yell insults at him. 
At first, both thieves spoke against Jesus (Matt. 27:44). Although 
they were hanging there, also being crucified, they had no sympathy 
for the one between them. But as the hours passed, one changed 
his attitude. 
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Jesus didn’t have anything to prove to the crowds, to the soldiers, or 
even to the men being executed alongside Him.His proof would come on 
the morning of the third day. They couldn’t understand it, but He did. 

Why might people choose to mock Jesus rather than turn to Him?  
What happens when we ignore the reality of our sin?

TRUSTED (LUKE 23:40-43)
40 But the other answered, rebuking him: “Don’t you even fear God, 
since you are undergoing the same punishment? 41 We are punished 
justly, because we’re getting back what we deserve for the things we 
did, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 And he said to 
him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

VERSES 40-43
One of the criminals knew he was getting what he deserved. He 
understood that sin and breaking the law had consequences. He 
challenged the other criminal based on these facts. Neither had any 
right to claim that they did not deserve to be there. He also knew that 
Jesus didn’t deserve what He was getting. His statement indicates 
that he had some knowledge of Jesus. 

The criminal then turned to Jesus and pleaded: “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” What an 
extraordinary statement! How could a man who was about to die 
remember someone? This appeal would be insane except for the 
man’s confident faith that Jesus was indeed the Messiah and could 
overcome death. This criminal demonstrated what true belief is, 
with an acknowledgment of guilt and a cry for salvation. It seems 
he understood that, despite Jesus’ impending death, Christ would 
be vindicated (when you come into your kingdom). Can you imagine 
the calm that rested on that criminal’s heart as these words came 
from Jesus’ mouth: “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 
paradise.” Can you imagine how many times, in the last minutes of 
his life, he replayed those words and imagined what lay before him 
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when he finally breathed his last? The criminal did not continually 
plead for mercy. Jesus’ promise was enough.

That Jesus made this promise in His last moments proves that He 
knew death would not have the last word. Even on the cross, Jesus’ 
authority was fully expressed in that promise. Even death was powerless 
to stop Him. The suffering Servant is also the sovereign King. 

How does the promise Jesus made on the cross define our salvation 
through faith in Jesus? 

SACRIFICED (LUKE 23:44-46)
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land 
until three, 45 because the sun’s light failed. The curtain of the 
sanctuary was split down the middle. 46 And Jesus called out with 
a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I entrust my spirit.” Saying 
this, he breathed his last.

VERSES 44-45
About noon, darkness came over the whole land from noon until 
three in the afternoon. Amos 8:9 describes such a phenomenon as 

BIBLE SKILL:  Use other Scripture to help understand a 
Bible passage.

Review passages from Hebrews about the temple veil. Read Hebrews 
6:19-20; 9:1-26; 10:10. What was the spiritual meaning of the torn 
curtain? How is Jesus described as He entered the Most Holy Place? 
What effect does Jesus’ offering have for believers?
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when he finally breathed his last? The criminal did not continually 
plead for mercy. Jesus’ promise was enough.

That Jesus made this promise in His last moments proves that He 
knew death would not have the last word. Even on the cross, Jesus’ 
authority was fully expressed in that promise. Even death was powerless 
to stop Him. The suffering Servant is also the sovereign King. 

How does the promise Jesus made on the cross define our salvation 
through faith in Jesus? 

SACRIFICED (LUKE 23:44-46)
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land 
until three, 45 because the sun’s light failed. The curtain of the 
sanctuary was split down the middle. 46 And Jesus called out with 
a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I entrust my spirit.” Saying 
this, he breathed his last.

VERSES 44-45
About noon, darkness came over the whole land from noon until 
three in the afternoon. Amos 8:9 describes such a phenomenon as 

BIBLE SKILL:  Use other Scripture to help understand a 
Bible passage.

Review passages from Hebrews about the temple veil. Read Hebrews 
6:19-20; 9:1-26; 10:10. What was the spiritual meaning of the torn 
curtain? How is Jesus described as He entered the Most Holy Place? 
What effect does Jesus’ offering have for believers?

 

a sign of judgment. When the Hebrews were in Egypt, three days of 
darkness preceded the first Passover (Ex. 10:21). When Jesus was on 
the cross, three hours of darkness preceded His death as the Lamb 
of God (John 1:29). This was more than a three-hour eclipse; it was a 
supernatural event. While everyone around Him mocked or remained 
silent, all creation cried out. 

Luke then turned the focus from creation to the temple. The 
temple was not only the center of religious life, it was believed to be 
the place where heaven met earth, where God dwelt among men. 
The temple was the place where people went for healing, forgiveness, 
worship, and fellowship with God. The curtain of the sanctuary was 
split down the middle as a public declaration that the separation that 
had marked the relationship between God and man was now torn. 

The curtain separated the holy place from the holy of holies 
which represented God’s presence. The curtain was torn from top to 
bottom, indicating it was an act of God (Matt. 27:51). The tearing of 
the temple curtain represented the rending of Jesus’ flesh to provide 
access to God and make salvation available.

VERSE 46
Do not pass over the final words of Jesus: “Father, into your hands 
I entrust my spirit.” Jesus quoted Psalm 31, which often was used 
as a bedtime prayer with children in ancient Israel. Jesus died with 
confidence and assurance that He would wake up. He closed His eyes 
like a child who closes his eyes in the darkness of night, only to be 
awakened by the brightness of morning. 

How does Jesus’ death remove the barrier between sinful humanity and 
the holy God? 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  God the Son

In His substitutionary death on the cross, Jesus made provision for the 
redemption of men from sin (Rom. 3:23-26).
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APPLY THE TEXT
• Jesus’ purpose of providing forgiveness of sin must remain central. 
• Jesus is the Christ regardless of what others may say.
• Jesus can be trusted as the way to the Father.
• Jesus’ death removes the barrier between the holy God  

and sinful humanity.

Reflect on your understanding of Jesus’ identity and purpose.  
How can you help others understand Jesus’ identity and purpose  
by pointing to this passage? 

What barriers exist between you and God? What keeps you from  
trusting Jesus’ death and resurrection to remove those barriers?  
What do you need to do to express trust in Jesus? 

PRAYER NEEDS
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109Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________

Revealed 
Jesus reveals His identity to those seeking Him.

LUKE 24:18-31 
Math can be frustrating until something finally clicks and it all 
makes sense. We may have difficulty figuring out how to use a tool 
and then suddenly we get it. We may even have trouble remembering 
how we know someone until they do or say something that triggers 
our memory. Some people have a hard time understanding Jesus’ 
death, burial, and resurrection. Jesus is ready to reveal the truth to 
those who seek Him.  

What is something that you had difficulty doing or understanding, and 
then after several attempts suddenly everything made sense? 

S E S S I O N  1 2
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT 
LUKE 24:13-35
Jesus’ appearance on the Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35) is the first 
of three resurrection appearances in Luke. This account reveals the 
wonder of God’s redemptive work in Jesus Christ. 

Luke 24:1 tells us it was on “the first day of the week” that the 
women and Peter found the tomb empty. Consider what has come 
before this passage. The work was completed on the sixth day—on 
“Good Friday”—when Jesus declared of His work, “It is finished.” 
Then came rest on the seventh (Saturday)—a day of silence. The 
only account we have of Holy Saturday in the Scriptures comes from 
Matthew 27:62-66. It is in that account the Pharisees remembered 
Jesus’ words that after three days He would rise again, to which Pilate 
told the soldiers to go and make the tomb as secure as they could 
(Matt. 27:63-65). Foolish Pilate was about to see the power of God. 
There was no tomb secure enough to keep Christ in. 

Christ completed the work of righteousness on the cross. It was 
now finished. On Sunday, “the first day of the week,” the tomb was 
found empty. As Christians we know that this wasn’t just the first day 
of the week; it was the dawn of a new age. It is on that very day, the 
first day of the week, that we resume the narrative, beginning with 
the journey on the Emmaus road.  

Read Luke 24:18-31 noticing the progression of the two men’s 
understanding. How does the review of Scripture help the two  
men gain a clearer understanding of Jesus?

EXPLORE THE TEXT
QUESTIONS (LUKE 24:18-24)
18 The one named Cleopas answered him, “Are you the only visitor 
in Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things that happened there 
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in these days?” 19 “What things?” he asked them. So they said to 
him, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet 
powerful in action and speech before God and all the people, 20 and 
how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be sentenced 
to death, and they crucified him. 21 But we were hoping that he was 
the one who was about to redeem Israel. Besides all this, it’s the 
third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women 
from our group astounded us. They arrived early at the tomb, 
23 and when they didn’t find his body, they came and reported that 
they had seen a vision of angels who said he was alive. 24 Some of 
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 
women had said, but they didn’t see him.”

VERSE 18
This scene begins with two disciples walking to a village called Emmaus 
on the same day of the resurrection (v. 13). Presumably, they were on 
their way home. The Scripture tells us that as they were discussing 
the events that had taken place, a third traveler joined them. Their 
eyes were kept from recognizing who this mysterious visitor was. This 
mysterious traveler asked, “What is this dispute that you’re having with 
each other as you are walking? (v. 17). 

BIBLE SKILL:  Use a Bible atlas and Bible dictionary to locate and 
learn about places mentioned in Scripture. 

Use a Bible atlas and a Bible dictionary to learn more about Emmaus. 
Find Emmaus on the map. Consider the distance between Jerusalem and 
Emmaus. Read the entry in a Bible dictionary about Emmaus. How does 
knowing more about Emmaus and the topography help you appreciate the 
response of the two disciples after they realized who Jesus was? 
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In response to the question by the stranger, •Cleopas almost had a 
playful tone toward the traveler by asking if he had been the only person 
in Jerusalem to not know the things that happened there. As readers, we 
know that the stranger was Jesus, so the joke was on the two disciples. 

This account is also a bit tragic. Verse 17 says they looked 
discouraged. They were sad and in shock, and rightly so; their leader 
had been killed. It is possible that Cleopas would have thought the 
stranger to be a spy from the Romans or Jews. If so, his sharing of the 
story that follows took courage. At the very least, it revealed that the 
two of them were numbered among Jesus’ followers. The two disciples 
began to tell the mysterious traveler what had happened. 

VERSES 19-21
They proclaimed that Jesus was a prophet powerful in action and 
speech, yet the authorities murdered Him. All along, they were hoping 
He would redeem them from the power of those very authorities. Their 
description of Jesus pointed to His human identity. The two men did 
not appear to understand Jesus’ divine nature as Messiah. 

They were looking for a Messiah who would redeem them by 
political power which is one reason the crucifixion was so devastating. 
If Jesus had been the one to redeem Israel, He should have been 
defeating the pagans, not dying at their hands! 

These two disciples had low expectations. Jesus came to redeem 
them from a power much greater than political authorities. Before they 
could begin to see and understand, they had to be prepared. They, like 
everybody else in Israel, had been reading Scripture through the wrong 
end of the telescope. You could say they were expecting God to redeem 
Israel from their suffering rather than redeem His people through His 
own suffering. They had not yet understood that Jesus’ kingdom was 
not gained through conquest but through crucifixion. Pointing to this 
being the third day since Jesus’ death means they made some kind of 
connection to Jesus’ teachings about being resurrected but were either 
impatient or unbelieving at this point. 

VERSES 22-24
In rehearsing the story with the traveler, the two disciples retold the 
experience of the women (vv. 1-12). In that culture, the testimony of 
women was not regarded as credible. The testimony of women was not 
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admissible evidence in a Roman or Jewish court of law. Therefore, if 
you’re making up a legend about the resurrection, you would never put 
women in there as the first eyewitnesses. There’s no other motivation 
to mention this piece of information except that the story is credible. 
The disciples noted they were first astounded by the news of the 
resurrection, which points back to verse 11, where the initial report 
“seemed like nonsense.” This is why some of them ran to the tomb to see 
for themselves and found it empty as the women had said. 

There is a sense in which all of us should “go and see for ourselves.” 
If the resurrection did happen, then nothing matters more. We should 
all search the Scriptures and see for ourselves. The Scriptures testify 
that Jesus was crucified for our sin and rose again to redeem us from 
our sinfulness.  

What questions do people have about Jesus? What questions do you 
have about Him?

ANSWERS (LUKE 24:25-27)
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe 
all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Wasn’t it necessary for the 
Messiah to suffer these things and enter into his glory?” 27 Then 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted for 
them the things concerning himself in all the Scriptures.

VERSES 25-26
Noting that these disciples were initially unwilling to believe the 
report of Jesus’ resurrection, the traveler (Jesus) rebuked them: 
How foolish you are, and how slow to believe. The term foolish refers 

KE Y DOCTRINE:  Scripture

All Scripture is a testimony to Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine 
revelation (Heb. 1:1-2).
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to being unable or unwilling to understand something that should 
be obvious. They had failed to understand that Jesus came to fulfill 
all that the Old Testament pointed toward. 

Jesus asked if they did not understand why it was necessary for 
the Messiah to suffer these things. Christ’s suffering and crucifixion 
was where these and other disciples struggled. Jesus did not fit the 
model of the Messiah most Jews envisioned. They couldn’t accept that 
His crucifixion was somehow necessary.

Jesus went further. He wanted them to know the suffering and 
death (these things) were necessary for Him to enter into his glory. 
Jesus’ glory refers to His return to heaven where He reigns with God 
the Father (Luke 9:26). It also includes His second coming when He 
will return in power and glory (Luke 21:27). Some scholars identify 
Christ’s glory with the salvation of believers, which could not 
have been possible apart from His atoning suffering and death on 
their behalf. 

VERSE 27
Then beginning with Moses, and all the Prophets, he interpreted for 
them the things concerning himself in all the Scriptures. On that 
seven-mile stretch of road, these two were schooled in one of the 
greatest biblical theology lessons ever delivered. 

Jesus had once told the religious leaders: “You pore over the 
Scriptures because you think you have eternal life in them, and yet 
they testify about me” (John 5:39). Now, the Word made flesh walked 
through the Word and showed how all of it pointed to Him. When Luke 
said, beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he was using shorthand 
for the entirety of the Old Testament. 

God reveals His truth through Scripture—the basis of our belief. 
The fulfillment of scores of prophecies over thousands of years points 
to one undeniable truth—Jesus is the Messiah. 

What role should the Bible play in us helping people understand Jesus? 
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RECOGNIZED (LUKE 24:28-31)
28 They came near the village where they were going, and he gave 
the impression that he was going farther. 29 But they urged him, 
“Stay with us, because it’s almost evening, and now the day is 
almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 It was as he 
reclined at the table with them that he took the bread, blessed and 
broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and 
they recognized him, but he disappeared from their sight.

VERSES 28-29
As the trio walked, they came near the village where the two disciples 
had been going. Apparently, they had not yet comprehended all Jesus 
had been teaching them. The road wound past the village and Jesus 
gave the impression that he was going farther. The word impression 
suggests pretending, but in Jesus was no pretense. He knew what 
was about to happen, but did not wish to appear presumptuous. He 
wanted these two to initiate further conversation.

Arriving at the village, the two men urged Jesus to stay. This was 
more than a casual invitation. To urge suggests compelling someone 
vigorously. Their invitation involved accepting accommodations 
overnight. The day was almost over; the sun was setting. Their 
traveling companion obviously had no place to spend the night. 

Hospitality would have been a strong motivator for the two 
disciples to invite Jesus to come to their home for a meal and a place 
to sleep. However, the urgency of their invitation suggests they were 
being more than polite. Jesus’ explanation of Scripture had moved 
them deeply and they wanted to hear more. The word so in verse 29 
could be translated “accordingly” and links their offer to Jesus’ 
response. Jesus planned to leave soon, but before doing so He wanted 
them to have the blessing of seeing Him clearly.

How does spending time with God open the door for greater 
understanding of Him and His truth?
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VERSES 30-31
This day occurred within the seven days following Passover, known 
as the Feast of Unleavened Bread. During this week-long observance, 
Jews ate the same kind of unleavened bread that accompanied the 
Passover. Jesus was not re-enacting the Lord’s Supper, although some 
scholars point out the similarity and symbolism. These two disciples 
were not in the upper room with the apostles at the Passover meal. 
Unless the apostles had discussed it with the other disciples, they may 
not have understood how the bread represented His body that was 
broken for them. 

The timing of the disciples’ awareness is important. As Jesus 
blessed and broke the bread, their eyes, which had been prevented 
from recognizing Jesus earlier in the evening, were opened. This 
phrase reminds us of other occasions when people were prevented 
from seeing spiritual matters until God opened their eyes (Num. 
22:31; 2 Kings 6:17).

Imagine their wonder at how they hadn’t recognized Him until 
this moment! Immediately, Jesus disappeared from their sight. After 
the resurrection, Jesus had a glorified body that was no longer limited 
by time and space. It was a physical body that could be touched and 
take nourishment (Luke 24:39-43). At the same time, He could 
appear in a room although the door was locked (John 20:19).

Since Jesus did not stay with them, these two men quickly 
returned to the gathering of the Eleven and other disciples in 
Jerusalem. While they were there, Jesus appeared in their midst and 
revealed Himself (Luke 24:36). At first, the other disciples thought 
they were seeing a ghost, but these two saw and knew this was Jesus.

Only when we sit with Jesus, experience His presence, and have 
our eyes opened spiritually, do we then understand who He is.

What is the role of the Holy Spirit in helping people understand the  
truth about Jesus? 
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APPLY THE TEXT
• All people should be encouraged to discover the truth about Jesus.
• God reveals His truth through His Word.
• The Holy Spirit helps people understand the truth about Jesus. 

What are a few practical ways that you can encourage others to 
personally explore the claims of Christ? If all people are encouraged to 
discover the truth about Jesus, what actions do you need to take to be a 
better guide?

As a group, share about your Bible reading practices. What can the group 
do to encourage each other to be more disciplined in regularly reading 
the Bible?

Call to mind someone that you know of who needs to believe the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Begin to pray for them daily, asking God to use you to help 
them see the truth of the gospel.

PRAYER NEEDS
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Commissions 
Jesus commissioned His followers to proclaim the gospel.

LUKE 24:36-49 
Military personnel do not debate orders to report for duty or to 
undertake a mission. They carry out their commission; that’s what 
they signed up to do. Christians also have a commission—a Great 
Commission. After the resurrection and before ascending again to 
heaven, Jesus gave His followers their marching orders—to take the 
good news of salvation to all the world. He wants all people to know 
Him and how they can be saved through Him.

Do you view your daily activities as a commission, duty, or something 
else? How do these duties compare to the commission of carrying the 
gospel to others?

Dat e of My Bi bl e St u dy: _________

S E S S I O N  1 3
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
LUKE 24:36-53 
Luke wrote his Gospel to inspire his audience to believe with certainty 
what they had been taught about Jesus (1:3-4). He wrote to expose 
the gospel of grace—that both Jews and Gentiles can share in the 
kingdom of God through faith in Christ.  

In this week’s Bible passage, Jesus appeared to His disciples once 
again. This account follows Jesus’ appearance to the two disciples on 
the road to Emmaus (24:13-32). The two who encountered Jesus on 
the road returned “that very hour” (v. 33) and excitedly shared with 
the others the news of their visit with Jesus. As the larger group of 
disciples met behind closed doors out of fear (John 20:19), Jesus 
suddenly and unexpected stood in their midst (Luke 24:36).  

This account of Jesus’ appearance to His followers emphasizes the 
necessity of His death and resurrection taking place in fulfillment 
of God’s plan. It also stresses the reality of Jesus’ bodily resurrection 
and presence with His followers. Moreover, as Jesus commissioned 
this small band of disciples for a world-wide mission, He promised 
the coming and indwelling of the Holy Spirit to empower them for 
such a task.

Salvation comes with a joyous invitation to enter the kingdom 
of God. As we enter the kingdom, God commissions us to be 
ambassadors for that kingdom. Therefore, Christians not only 
are delivered from the darkness of sin but also are sent out to be 
lights in a dark world. We are saved to be sent. We are cleansed and 
then commissioned. The great thing is, Jesus does not send us out 
alone. His presence not only gives us courage but also empowers us 
for the task.

Read Luke 24:36-49, noting the progression in the story.  
How did Jesus’ appearance and pointing to Scripture give  
the disciples’ confidence for their future task?  
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
ASSURES (LUKE 24:36-43)
36 As they were saying these things, he himself stood in their midst. 
He said to them, “Peace to you!” 37 But they were startled and 
terrified and thought they were seeing a ghost. 38 “Why are you 
troubled?” he asked them. “And why do doubts arise in your hearts? 
39 Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I myself! Touch me and 
see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see I 
have.” 40 Having said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 But 
while they still were amazed and in disbelief because of their joy, he 
asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 So they gave him 
a piece of a broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate in their presence.

VERSES 36-37
Can you envision being in the room and hearing the reports of Jesus’ 
return from the dead? Imagine the uncertainty, doubt, and questions. 
Even as the momentum of His appearances were stacking up, the 
idea that Jesus was alive was hard to accept. As the Emmaus disciples 
returned to Jerusalem and shared with the other Christians their 
encounter with the risen Christ, Jesus stood in their midst.  

In John 20:26 we are given an extra detail, namely, that they were 
in the room with the doors locked because they were afraid of the 
Jewish leaders. The door was locked, yet Jesus appeared among them. 
It’s no wonder they were afraid. It makes logical sense that many of 
them thought they were seeing a ghost. They needed to hear His 
words, Peace to you. These very words changed the entire mood of the 
gathering from fear to faith. 

VERSES 38-40
Jesus invited them to confirm once and for all that what had been 
reported was true. His remarks suggest some still doubted, so He 
allowed them to look at His hands and feet, where the scars of His 
crucifixion remained, and to touch Him. Ghosts do not have physical 
bodies. Moreover, His scars would have further solidified His identity. 
This was the crucified Jesus with the marks of nails in His hands to 
prove His identity. 
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What is the significance of Jesus’ being physically resurrected? 
How does Him being physically resurrected impact how we view our 
own resurrection? 

VERSES 41-43
The disciples were amazed and in disbelief because of their joy. 
This was too good to be true! The next thing Jesus did was ask for 
something to eat. The main reason Jesus asked for food wasn’t to 
fulfill His physical hunger but to demonstrate His physical presence. 
Jesus took the food and ate in their presence. 

The meal indicates further that Jesus was not an apparition but 
a physical being. This was not a mere “spiritual resurrection.” Once 
again, He revealed Himself at a table as fellowship took place over a 
meal, which continued Luke’s theme of Jesus teaching over a meal. 

Jesus’ presence would have provided important assurance to 
the believers in the room. The recent events would have left them 
startled, but His presence calmed their hearts. Those in the room 

BIBLE SKILL:  Use multiple Scripture passages to understand a 
major doctrine.

Review Romans 8:11, Philippians 3:21, 2 Corinthians 5:6-8, and 
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17. Consider how Jesus’ bodily resurrection 
gives believers hope. How does Jesus’ bodily resurrection offer hope 
for Christians? 
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could forever vouch for the fact that this post-resurrection appearance 
was a real encounter with an actual person who had eaten and shown 
Himself to be alive. 

What assurances might a person desire or need to accept the 
resurrection of Jesus?

OPENS (LUKE 24:44-46)
44 He told them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you—that everything written about me in the Law 
of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then 
he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 He also 
said to them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and 
rise from the dead the third day,

VERSE 44
Jesus first gave the disciples assurance that He had indeed risen from 
the dead. Then He turned their attention to His fulfillment of the 
Scriptures. The phrase while I was still with you sounds unusual since 
He was speaking with them at the time. Jesus was talking about prior 
to the crucifixion. Luke recorded at least three of those occasions. 
After Peter acknowledged Jesus was the Messiah, Jesus warned 
He would be rejected and suffer before rising the third day (Luke 
9:21-22). After casting a demon out of a child, Jesus told the disciples 
He would be betrayed (9:44-45). As Jesus led His followers toward 
Jerusalem that final time, He described how the prophets wrote in 
detail about His being mocked, insulted, spit on, flogged, and killed 
before rising on the third day (18:31-34).

KE Y DOCTRINE:  God the Son

Jesus was raised from the dead with a glorified body and appeared to 
His disciples as the person who was with them before His crucifixion 
(Matt. 28:9).
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He was speaking with them at the time. Jesus was talking about prior 
to the crucifixion. Luke recorded at least three of those occasions. 
After Peter acknowledged Jesus was the Messiah, Jesus warned 
He would be rejected and suffer before rising the third day (Luke 
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He would be betrayed (9:44-45). As Jesus led His followers toward 
Jerusalem that final time, He described how the prophets wrote in 
detail about His being mocked, insulted, spit on, flogged, and killed 
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KE Y DOCTRINE:  God the Son

Jesus was raised from the dead with a glorified body and appeared to 
His disciples as the person who was with them before His crucifixion 
(Matt. 28:9).

Jesus reminded them once more of what was written about 
Him in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms. Without 
His death and resurrection, centuries of prophetic utterance would 
be in vain. More importantly, without His death and resurrection, 
Jesus’ life would have been a lie, and we would remain in our sins 
(1 Cor. 15:17). This threefold designation is shorthand for the entirety 
of the Old Testament. Jesus was reminding the disciples that His 
cross and resurrection were part of God’s plan for redemptive history, 
as revealed in the Scriptures.

How do fulfilled prophecies concerning Christ provide us with assurance 
in the providential plans of God?

VERSES 45-46
It is fascinating to consider how chapter 24 progresses. First, the  
hearts of the two followers traveling to Emmaus burned within them 
(vv. 18-29), then their eyes were opened (vv. 30-35), and finally the 
minds of the larger group, including those two men, were opened 
(vv. 36-49). 

Jesus opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. What 
does that mean? He was making it clear that He is at the center of all 
the promises of the Old Testament. Since Jesus is the central subject 
of the Old Testament, its conclusion and fulfillment are found in Him. 
Christ is the heir and mediator of the promise made to Abraham (Gal. 
3:16). Jesus fulfills the Law of Moses as the only righteous one (Rom. 
3:20-22; 5:19; 8:3). He is the promised Davidic King who will forever 
reign on the throne (Acts 13:22-23; Rev. 22:16). Jesus Christ is One 
the prophets spoke of, promising a new covenant between God and 
man (Jer. 31:31-34). 

How might we explain the difference between hearts burning, eyes being 
opened, and minds being opened? Do these happen for all believers in the 
order as they did here?
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This threefold reference to the Old Testament outlines the promised 
Christ. Jesus, the Messiah, was to suffer (Ps. 22; 69; Isa. 52:13-53:12) and 
rise from the dead the third day (Ps. 16:8-10; 110:1), and this good news 
would be proclaimed by His disciples to the nations (Isa. 40:3-5; Amos 
9:12). When Jesus opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, they 
realized that a crucified and raised Messiah was not an adjustment in 
God’s plan but was God’s plan all along. 

There need no longer be an obstacle between humanity and 
God because of sin. As we turn to God through Jesus, the offer of 
forgiveness is by God’s grace, accomplished by the cross. God will 
cancel the debt of sin that Jesus paid. This has always been God’s 
plan, as Jesus has demonstrated by pointing to the Old Testament. 
For this reason, believers can know that God has an eternal plan to 
redeem His creation. God was keeping His word to His people. 

SENDS (LUKE 24:47-49)
47 and repentance for forgiveness of sins will be proclaimed in 
his name to all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are 
witnesses of these things. 49 And look, I am sending you what 
my Father promised. As for you, stay in the city until you are 
empowered from on high.”

VERSE 47
Now that Jesus had shown His disciples that He suffered and rose 
from the dead for the salvation of all who will believe, He sent them 
to proclaim that message to others. They couldn’t remain behind 
closed doors. They must go out to tell others that He is risen and 
forgiveness is available through Him. This is why He sent them out: to 
proclaim His name to all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

Notice three things about their commission. First, they would 
proclaim repentance. The word repent means a change of mind that 
results in a change of purpose, attitude, and behavior. It begins with a 
new view of God and oneself. We understand we have sinned against 
a Holy God and stand condemned (John 3:18). We desperately need 
forgiveness of sins.  

Second, forgiveness would be proclaimed in his name. “There is no 
other name under heaven given to people by which we must be saved” 
(Acts 4:12). If Jesus had remained in the tomb, His name would have 
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been forgotten in the halls of history. He would have been relegated 
to the legends of dead prophets. Only through Jesus’ victory over 
death and hell could He have a name that makes the forgiveness of 
sins possible.

Jesus’ followers must take the gospel 
to people of every nation.

Third, this good news is so vital that it must be proclaimed to all 
the nations. The Jews had misunderstood their purpose. They thought 
God’s kingdom was exclusively theirs. In cleansing the temple, Jesus 
declared that God’s house was intended for all people (Isa. 56:7; Mark 
11:17). His disciples would start at Jerusalem. Salvation would first 
be offered to the Jews as God’s special people and then to the Gentiles 
(Rom. 1:16). Jesus’ followers must take the gospel to people of every 
nation (Matt. 28:19-20). 

VERSES 48-49
We often wonder how a small band of fragile disciples was able to 
turn the world upside down. The task’s scope and difficulty seems 
impossible. But God had given them authority and power from above, 
what Jesus called being empowered from on high. The church’s task 
is difficult; special ability is needed to accomplish it. It is not to be 
carried out in mere human strength. 

Though Luke was concluding his Gospel account, we know that the 
story was just beginning. As God’s plan moved forward, the disciples 
were a major part of its advance. Jesus told these fearful disciples to 
stay in the city of Jerusalem until they were empowered by the Spirit, 
a promise that was fulfilled on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-13). 

This promise and this power is for us today as well. We are 
witnesses in a different sense than these original disciples.  
They testified to what they saw; we bear witness to their testimony 
and to our experience with Christ through salvation. But the 
commission remains the same.

How does this passage give us courage to fulfill the responsibility of 
sharing Jesus with others? 
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APPLY THE TEXT
• Believers can be assured of Jesus’ physical resurrection.
• Believers can know that God has an eternal plan to redeem  

His creation.  
• Believers are sent to tell all people about the forgiveness 

found in Jesus.

What are some ways you can assure people of Jesus’ resurrection?  
Who do you know who could use some assurance?

Reflect on Luke 24:48, focusing on the role you play in God’s redemptive 
plan. Consider how each word relates to you. Memorize this verse.  

As a group, identify practical ways that you can help your church in taking 
the gospel to the nations. What actions need to be taken in the next week 
to help this happen?

PRAYER NEEDS
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By R. D. Fowler 

Crucifixion was the most cruel, 
abominable, inhumane form of 
execution man ever conceived. 
By design, crucifixion inflicted 
on the condemned person the 
harshest and greatest amount 
of suffering imaginable—prior 
to his death. It also exposed 
the person to the greatest 
possible degree of indignity after 
his death. 

History 

The precursor to crucifixion 
was impalement. The Greek 
word translated “cross” in 
the New Testament, stauros, 
originally referred to a pointed 
wooden stake or pole firmly 
fixed in the ground. Walls of 
these stakes formed protective 
palisade fortifications around 
settlements. Eastern countries, 
particularly Assyria, developed 
the practice of publicly displaying 
the corpses or heads of 
criminals, traitors, and enemies 
on these walls as a means of 
humiliation and intimidation.1 
This practice led to people using 
the stakes themselves as a means 
of torture and execution—by 
impaling offenders on the stake 
and leaving them to die. 

History does not indicate 
when impalement ceased and 
crucifixion began, but historians 
generally agree that crucifixion 

The Practice of Roman Crucifixion
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began among the Persians.2 

The Romans likely adopted it 
from the Carthaginians.3 Many 
ancient texts refer to both 
impalement and crucifixion but 
often fail to distinguish between 
the two and provide little 
descriptive detail of crucifixion. 

The Greeks and Romans 
used crucifixion well before 
the time of Christ. Alexander 
the Great used it in the fourth 
century BC. As early as 250 BC 
the Romans were crucifying 
those they considered deserving. 
The ancient Romans generally 
thought of crucifixion as “the 
slave’s punishment.” Over time, 
however, the Romans used it for 
slaves, thieves, insurgents, and 
enemies of the Empire in general. 

By the first century 
AD, Rome used crucifixion 
extensively in the pacification 
of Judea. Romans also used 
it throughout the Empire as a 
means of maintaining order and 
suppressing insurrection. While 
crucifixion was primarily limited 
to non-citizens, Roman citizens 
were not totally free from its 
terrible shadow. In certain cases, 
particularly treason, Caesar would 
issue an edict allowing authorities 
to crucify even Roman citizens. 

Crucifixion took place in 
public areas outside the city 
walls—where the bodies were 

clearly visible. Crucifixion 
thus punished offenders and 
intimidated one’s enemies. Bodies 
on crosses were a common sight 
in the first century AD. The 
excessive usage along with its 
barbaric nature and the religious 
idea of being cursed made 
crucifixion particularly offensive 
to the Jews (see Deut. 21:22-23). 

Method

Martin Hengel, professor of New 
Testament and early Judaism, 
explained, “crucifixion was a 
punishment in which the caprice 
and sadism of the executioners 
was given full rein.”4 Scourging 
was the first brutal act related 
to crucifixion. Roman citizens, 
though, were exempt from this 
part of the punishment. The 
condemned person was stripped 
of clothing, tied to a post, and 
beaten with the dreaded Roman 
flagellum, a whip consisting of 
leather straps embedded with 
metal, bone, or rock. Scourging 
was designed to shred flesh, in 
some cases exposing both bones 
and internal organs. Roman 
law, unlike Jewish law, set no 
limits on the number of lashes 
a person could receive. The 
severity of the scourging was 
completely at the discretion of 
the person administering it. In 
some cases, the scourging caused 
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death; in others, it expedited 
death. In most cases, though, the 
scourging merely increased the 
agony the condemned person 
experienced on the cross. 

Following scourging, the 
condemned person was clothed 
and then forced to carry 
the horizontal beam (Latin, 
patibulum) to the crucifixion site.5 

Typically the Romans hung a 
sign around the criminal’s neck, 
specifying his offense.  
At the crucifixion site the person 
was again stripped of their 
clothing and placed on the cross. 
The sign was then placed on the 
cross. Scripture does not mention 
Jesus wearing the sign Pilate 
made; however, custom dictated 
that He likely did. 

Upon arrival at the site, the 
authorities would secure the 
person to the cross using ropes, 
nails—or both. We know Jesus 
was nailed to His cross. At this 
point in the process, details vary 
about how the actual crucifixion 
took place. Some believe the 
person was secured to the cross 
as it lay on the ground; the entire 
cross was then lifted up and 
dropped into a hole prepared for 
it. Others suggest the vertical 
beam (the stipes) was already in 
the ground; soldiers attached 
the person to the patibulum 
and hoisted both up the 

vertical beam. 
After death, bodies were, 

as a rule, left on the cross to be 
exposed to the elements and to 
decay. We know from Scripture 
this was not the case with Jesus. 

This barbaric punishment 
method continued until the 
fourth century. Emperor 
Constantine, who had converted 
to Christianity, abolished 
crucifixion during the later 
years of his reign. While many 
details are unclear, one detail 
is indisputable; crucifixion 
brought extreme suffering. The 
tremendous loss of blood, the 
excruciating pain from the nails, 
the stretched position, and the 
exposure to the elements all 
contributed to extreme suffering 
prior to death.6 

R. D. Fowler is pastor of Bethel Baptist Church, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
This article appeared originally in the Spring 2015 issue of 
Biblical Illustrator.  

1.  The Philistines did this with King Saul’s body (1 Sam. 31:8-15). 
2.  See D. G. Burke, “Cross” in The International Standard Bible 

Encyclopedia, gen. ed. Geoffrey W. Bromiley, rev. ed. (Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979), 828. 

3.  Martin Hengel, Crucifixion, trans. John Bowden (Philadelphia: 
Fortress, 1977), 23. Many consider Hengel’s book to be the most 
authoritative on the subject. 

4. Ibid., 25. 
5.  Images often depict Jesus carrying the entire cross; however, 

the weight of both beams would have been close to 300 pounds, 
making this highly unlikely. The cross beam itself was quite 
heavy; carrying it would have been difficult, especially for 
someone who had been scourged (see Matt. 27:32). 

6.  For a more detailed description of crucifixion, including a 
medical explanation of Jesus’ suffering and death, see William 
D. Edwards, Wesley J. Gabel, and Floyd E. Hosmer, “On the 
Physical Death of Jesus Christ,” Journal of the American 
Medical Association vol. 255, no. 11 (March 21, 1986):1455-63.
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JOB/EC

COMING NEXT QUARTER

JOB; ECCLESIASTES

Session 1 Faith Tested  •  Job 1:8-22 

Session 2 Hope Defined  •  Job 14:1-14

Session 3 Redemption Found  •  Job 19:19-29 

Session 4 Wisdom Gained  •  Job 28:12-28

Session 5 Justice Sought  •  Job 36:8-23

Session 6 Power Displayed  •  Job 40:1-14 

Session 7 Dependence Declared  •  Job 42:1-11

Session 8 What’s the Use?  •  Ecclesiastes 2:12-26

Session 9 What Time Is It?  •  Ecclesiastes 3:1-15

Session 10 Why Listen?  •  Ecclesiastes 4:13-5:7 

Session 11 Where Is the Balance?  •  Ecclesiastes 7:11-22

Session 12 Facing Death?  •  Ecclesiastes 9:1-10

Session 13 What Is Life About?  •  Ecclesiastes 12:1-14 
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