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Mercer Family Resource Center facilitates the Child in Need of Supervision (CHINS)
Program for children ages 12 to 18. The program has two avenues that it can follow:
CHINS Prevention:
If an adolescent is having problems with school attendance, grades and/or behavior, they can be
referred through the Natrona County School District to Mercer FRC. This
occurs after the schools have tried working with the adolescent and their parents and have been
unsuccessful in changing attendance and grade issues.
If an adolescent has a pattern of not coming home on time or has been away from home overnight.
If an adolescent has been in trouble with law enforcement.
If an adolescent is using illicit substances.
If an adolescent is beyond the reasonable control of their parents.
All of the above criteria does not have to be met. We
require that the parent or guardian come to the office at 535
W. Yellowstone to pick up a CHINS application. We use
this application as an intake tool and background
information only. It does not mean that a CHINS petition is
being filed. The parents fill out the application and call for
an appointment. Business cards are attached to the CHINS
application as well as a brochure on CHINS Prevention.
At the initial intake session, the parents and CHINS
facilitator discuss the issues that brought them to Mercer
FRC and discuss placing the adolescent on a Case Plan. The
Case Plan is usually in place for three months and can be
extended. The adolescent is seen on a weekly basis, at which time their current attendance is discussed.
If an adolescent has been using illicit substances, we will send the adolescent for a urinalysis for a
baseline and then send them for random checks in the future weeks. Consequences are given to an
adolescent for failure to attend school. The consequences usually start with community service or
alternative programming. Rewards are also given for good attendance. Grades are reviewed as they are
released from the school. Behavior reports are also reviewed and discussed if warranted. Students are
expected to maintain a C average. If counseling is suggested, the CHINS facilitator will help arrange
that service. Other services will be discussed as the need arises, i.e. tutoring, school support, intervention, or parenting classes. The facilitators are advocates for the adolescent and act as mentors in that
role.
The CHINS Program that is court ordered, if a petition is filed, has much of the same criteria as the
CHINS Prevention Program, but is used by Mercer FRC as a last resort if all interventions have failed.
Previous to filing, a Social Summary is put together and sent to the CHINS team. The CHINS team
meets to staff the case and make the recommendation as to whether the statutes are met. If that is the
case, an affidavit is prepared and taken to the District Attorney. A court hearing is scheduled in
approximately 30 to 45 days and the Judge then determines the outcome.
For more information, please call 265-7366 and talk to a CHINS representative.

Washington Park was
filled with local
resources, fantastic
entertainment, family
activities, and great
fun! Almost 900
participants were
served McDonald’s
lunch at the 8th
annual Family Day
on July 12th!

Thank you to all who participated!

The Natrona County Prevention Coalition partnered
with 18 community agencies to bring the first
Community Baby
Shower to Natr ona
County. We served
over 300 individuals
including
expectant parents,
parents of 0-5 year olds
and children.
Participants enjoyed
interactive activities,
free gifts including pack and plays, car seats, gift
cards and essential
baby items. All participants received a
baby bag filled with
goodies upon arrival
and we celebrated in
style with cupcakes
and popcorn! We
can’t wait to bring
this event back to
Natrona County in 2017!
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The Natrona County Prevention Coalition & Mercer FRC are excited to announce the 2016 First Night Celebration!
First Night is a substance-free New Year’s Eve celebration which gives individuals, families, and youth an opportunity to celebrate the coming year without the presence of alcohol or other drugs. The event will featur e
hours of entertainment, food, hot drinks, and activities, all in one great location: The Lyric!

Year to Date

Recap of Programs and Services Provided

(July 1, 2016

Sept. 30, 2016)
Total number of clients (receiving direct services) Total number of direct service hours provided-

285
2,192
Service Hours

Intervention Services

Provided

Insight II (youth substance abuse education)

237

Corrective Thinking (youth)

120

Anger Management (youth)

193

Tobacco Education (youth)

23

Something for Nothing (youth shoplifting prevention)

66

Weekly Drug and Alcohol Education (adults)

41

All Day Drug and Alcohol Education (adults)

40

Total Intervention Education Hours

720

Mercer FRC was
awarded the 2016
Agency of the Year
by the Wyoming

Service Hours

Family Programming

Provided

Outreach Parenting Education

63

Make Parenting a Pleasure

134

Love and Logic

106

Strengthening Families

104

Total Family Programming Hours

407
Service Hours

Counseling, Assessment, & Case Management

Provided

Child in Need of Supervision (CHINS)

221

ASI (Substance Abuse Evaluation)

44

Family Choices Counseling

74

Total Counseling, Assessment & Case Management Hours

339

YEC/Prosocial Activities, Prevention
& Awareness Training

Service Hours

Provided

YEC (Youth Empowerment Council)

669

YEC-SPAT (Suicide Prevention Awareness Team)

57

YEC-Bullying Prevention

0

Youth Mental Health First Aid

0

QPR (Questions Persuade Refer) Suicide Prevention

0

Total Prevention & Awareness Hours

Chapter of the
National Association
of Social Workers in
honor and recognition
of outstanding
accomplishments

which exemplify the
values and mission
of professional
social work.

726

“It was so easy to talk to [Mercer staff] about my use without feeling judged.”
~Youth Prevention Education Participant

www.mercercasper.com

Mercer Family Resource Center would like to appreciate one of our longest standing volunteers, Wayne Beatty! He has facilitated Insight II at our agency since the late 90’s, when he
co-taught this youth education program with Dan Tholson, a Youth Diversion Officer. Mr.
Beatty continued to teach this substance abuse intervention program after his retirement as
Director of Student Support Services from Natrona County School District in 2008. He
plans to officially retire from teaching Insight II this fall.
Mr. Beatty was part of the team that brought the Student Assistance in Life (SAIL) Program to our School District in the early 80’s. Insight I was offered for students living or
closely associated with someone abusing alcohol. Insight II was for those identified at risk
for problems with alcohol. Insight II was offered to NCHS students while on In-School Suspension. When the Diversion Program began in 1991, Insight II was continuously taught to
first offenders for alcohol or drug offenses. Mr. Beatty and the Diversion Officer offered
many classes to sports teams experiencing Code of Conduct violations, both at KWHS and
NCHS. He has facilitated without interruption ever since!
Insight II is associated with a reduction in behaviors that are considered risky with regard
to alcohol, tobacco, and drug use and has shown significant improvement in the following
areas: Decreased positive attitude toward drug use, decreased future intent to use drugs, decreased family conflict, decreased rebelliousness and increased peer/individual social skills.
Thank you Wayne, for making a difference in the lives of our young people for so many
years!

Contact us at 307-265-7366 or visit our website at mercercasper.com
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