SEWICKLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

September 2017 Minutes
From The Pastor’s Heart
This afternoon as I was walking from the
church to the parsonage, I spotted a cute
little bunny on the sidewalk near the
parsonage. I stood there watching it for a
few seconds and it just stared at me. I
didn’t want to scare it, so I went on to the
house. I was at the house only a few
minutes, and when I returned, I found the
bunny sitting on the church steps. I slowly walked up the steps
and the bunny did not move. I walked up to the steps until I was
on the same step as this cute little bundle of fur. We just looked
at each other for the longest time. I wondered if it didn’t move
because it had been hurt. I wondered where its mother was. I
wondered where it belonged. I said out loud to this little bundle
of cuteness, “Don’t you dare go into the church. You don’t
belong there! You will only cause havoc and make people
upset, no matter how cute you are.” It almost seemed as
though it understood my words, for it hoped down the steps and
into the playground.
Where do you belong? That seems to be the prevailing
question of the day. There are so many voices clamoring to
dictate to certain people, “YOU DON’T BELONG HERE.” We
have all witnessed the ugliness of hate groups as they gathered
to protest specific groups of people.
Last week, an open invitation went out to any and all to come
and worship at Temple Sinai in the Hill District for a special
worship service titled: “STANDING UP AGAINST HATE.” I was
honored to be in attendance. One of the Rabbis read an article
by a Rabbi from Charlottesville, Virginia. The Rabbi expressed
great concern for the welfare of his Jewish Community. But he
also expressed gratitude for the outpouring of support by so
many. The Rabbi said in the article:
“A frail, elderly woman approached me Saturday morning
as I stood on the steps in front of our sanctuary, crying, to
tell me that while she was Roman Catholic, she wanted to
stay and watch over the synagogue with us. At one point,

she asked, “Why do they hate you?” I had no answer to the
question we’ve been asking ourselves for thousands of
years.”
Why do so many hate? Why do so many say to some of God’s
children, as I said to that cute little bunny: “Don’t you dare go
into the church. You don’t belong there. You will just cause
havoc and make the people upset.”
We will soon be exploring the possibility of becoming a
Reconciling Congregation. What does it mean to be a
Reconciling Congregation? It means we provide a safe place of
worship for all of God’s children regardless of sexual orientation
and gender identity. It means we will offer the full expression of
Christ’s inclusive love. It means we will answer the proverbial
question, “Where do you belong?” You belong here with the
rest of God’s children.
It is time to be the church where all feel safe, included and at
home.
I very much appreciate the words of the poet Kahlil Gibran ….
SAYINGS OF THE MASTER
I LOVE YOU, MY BROTHER, WHOEVER YOU AREWHETHER YOU WORSHIP IN YOUR CHURCH,
KNEEL IN YOUR TEMPLE, OR PRAY IN YOUR MOSQUE.
YOU AND I ARE ALL CHILDREN OF ONE FAITH
FOR THE DIVERSE PATH OF RELIGION ARE FINGERS
OF THE LOVING HAND OF ONE SUPREME BEING,
A HAND EXTENDED TO ALL,
OFFERING COMPLETENESS OF SPIRIT TO ALL,
EAGER TO RECEIVE ALL.
Blessings,

Pastor Russel
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Bishop's Statement on Charlottesville Events
From Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, Western Pennsylvania Conference
“Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those
who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption.” (Ephesians 4:29-30)
The events in Charlottesville this past weekend were horrific. As I heard the stories and saw video of the march, counter-march, fighting and
other violence, I was reduced to tears. It reminded me of previous videos I had seen of KKK marches, only those videos were from before I
was born. The hatred I viewed this weekend was happening in 2017 and the people spewing the hatred were not afraid to show their faces!
How God must be grieving because the rhetoric of discrimination and hatred continues to be boldly shouted and written on placards directed at
God’s children.
I condemn these acts of hatred. I ask you to join me in prayer for Heather Heyer, who died from injuries sustained when a car was driven into a
crowd of counter-protestors. Please pray for the families of Virginia State Police Lt. Jay Cullen and Trooper Berke M. M. Bates, who died
when their helicopter crashed while circling Charlottesville. Pray with me for healing for those who were injured physically and emotionally by
the violence.
Christians must resist the temptation to respond to racial and religious hatred with an anger that perpetuates violence. (Ephesians 4:26). The
challenge is to respond with an anger that fosters grace-filled condemnation and accountability. The challenge is to respond with an anger
that fosters empathy and promotes justice for the victims of the vitriol and violence.
As an annual conference, we have covenanted with each other and God to focus on dismantling racism. At our baptism we, or our sponsors
on our behalf, answered yes to the question, “Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice and oppression in
whatever forms they present themselves?” At each baptism we witness, we reaffirm our commitment to this covenant.
The way in which we respond to the events in Charlottesville demonstrates to God and the world whether or not we can be trusted to do what
we say we are going to do. Will we be faithful to our covenant? Will we condemn the evil, injustice and oppression of hate groups?
Those are simple questions. There are no commas or semi-colons at the end, because when we add “but,” we dilute our condemnation of evil,
injustice and oppression and we give up some of our God-given freedom and power.
I ask you to join me in condemning these acts of hatred. I particularly ask those who are not usually targets of the
KKK and neo-Nazi groups to condemn their acts. As an African American, I send a message by condemning
these acts, but when the condemnation comes from an Anglo-American, the message is more compelling,
particularly for those looking for ways to justify the actions of the KKK or neo-Nazi groups.
The good news is that God has promised to give us the freedom and power to resist and combat these forces. I
am confident God will reveal to you how God wants you, in your context, to resist this evil, and God will give you
the freedom and power to do it.
I am asking our Anti-Racism Team to suggest some ways local churches might respond. But don't wait for them.
Pray and act, knowing that your bishop has been praying for your discernment and will support you. The world and
God are waiting to see if we are people who mean what we say.

SPECIAL AD COUNCIL MEETING
Monday, September 18 at 7 pm

LOCAL HEROES CELEBRATION
Please join us on Sunday, September
10, at the 11 am Traditional Service as
we celebrate our local heroes. The
service will include the special
recognition of our Local Heroes: police forces,
fire fighters, EMTs, paramedics, and local military
personnel. A time of fellowship and refreshments
will follow, where there will be an opportunity to
greet and personally thank the dedicated men
and women who serve our communities daily.

The Ad Council and any interested individuals will meet in the
library to begin the discussion of becoming a Reconciling
Church. Reconciling Ministry
means we are a place of worship
where everyone will be accepted
regardless of their sexual
orientation of gender identity.
Faith Geer, a board member of
the Reconciling Ministries Network
will facilitate the meeting.
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Worship Opportunities - September 2017

Contemporary Worship Service: 9 am
Sunday School for all ages: 10 am (September—May)
Traditional Worship Service: 11 am

September 3, 2017
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sacrament of Holy Communion
A/V: Sandra Lane (9 am)
Pam Honeychurch (11 am)
Liturgist: Martha Boward

September 17, 2017
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
A/V: Volunteer Needed(9 am)
Kim Benjamin (11 am)
Liturgist: Mitchell Hortert
Lectionary Readings
Exodus 14:19-31
Psalm 114 or Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35

Lectionary Readings
Exodus 3:1-15
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28
September 10, 2017
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Celebration of Heroes
Sheltered with Love
A/V: Lou Ann Scott (9 am)
Volunteer Needed (11 am)
Liturgist: Carole Ford

September 24, 2017
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Youth Choir Sings
A/V: Sandra Lane (9 am)
Volunteer Needed (11 am)
Liturgist: Jim Hamilton
Lectionary Readings
Exodus 16:2-15
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45
Philippians 1:21-30 Matthew 20:1-16

Lectionary Readings
Exodus 12:1-14
Psalm 149
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS SEPTEMBER 10

Sunday School, under the direction of Christian Education Directors Rev. Jim and Wilma Hamilton, will
kick off its new year with classes for all ages on September 10 at 10 am. Everyone, preschool
through adult, is encouraged to join in study, discussion and fellowship. We all need to gain more
understanding of the scripture and Sunday school is one more opportunity to grow closer to Jesus.
Below is a list of the classes, along with the leaders. All of the children and youth classes meet in the Sunday School rooms in the
basement, with the preschool meeting in the nursery.
Preschool
Susie Moffett

Kindergarten &
1st and 2nd Grades
Bill Utterback & Rev. Jim Hamilton

High School
Jack Moffett & Mitch Hortert

3rd, 4th and 5th Grades
Roberta Davis & Wilma Hamilton

Middle School
Rev. Barry Lewis & Johnathan Burnett

“Explorers”
Roger Thomas and Mark Benjamin

“Searching for Jesus”
Bola & Willie Nicholson

Meets in the library and
focuses on Biblical study

Focuses on contemporary Christian issues
and meets in the parlor
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS
WALKING TACOS AT THE FESTIVAL —
Come buy a fresh & tasty walking taco on
Saturday, September 9, 11 am—1 pm (or
2 pm) at the Sewickley Harvest Festival.
Lemonade will also be available. Our booth
will be in front of the church and proceeds
will go toward our sanctuary loan principal.
Please contact Donna Sawhill if you can help.
BREAKFAST BEFORE THE
PUMPKIN DELIVERY — Come enjoy
a continental breakfast on Saturday,
September 30th, starting at 8:15 am in the Simpson Room.
Sweets, juices, fruit, and yogurt will be served.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH will be
starting Sunday, Sept. 3. Now is the
time to volunteer and create the time
that works for you! Please contact
Andrea Lewis, our Children’s Church
coordinator, at 412-259-8601 or
bamrl@hotmail.com, or by filling out the form on the table in the
back of the sanctuary. Children's Church is seeking volunteers
to help our children, ages 4 through 5th grade, learn about our
faith by participating in themed activities and videos each
Sunday during the 11am service during the school year. We
are seeking a 1 time a month commitment, although you can
volunteer more!

FILM CLUB — The Film Club returns for a
new season with a Pittsburgh theme — we
will be watching movies filmed in the
Pittsburgh region and staring actors with
Pittsburgh roots. Our September 9, 6 pm,
movie is Lorenzo's Oil, a 1992 American drama filmed
primarily in Pittsburgh. It is based on the true story of Augusto
and Michaela Odone, two parents in a relentless search for a
cure for their son Lorenzo's adrenoleukodystrophy (ALD). The
film was nominated for two Academy Awards. We meet in the
parlor. Everyone is welcome!

UMCOR STORM RELIEF EFFORTS — United
Methodist disaster response volunteers
have been conducting assessments in
areas hit by recent flooding in
southwestern PA and have put out a call
for volunteers to help with clean-up in
Butler, Fayette, Washington and Allegheny
Western Pennsylvania
counties.

BONFIRE — Save the date, Saturday,
October 7, for an evening of fun at home of Bill
and Sandy Kuriger.

The Disaster Response Ministries Team has completed initial
assessments. Officials report that hundreds of people are
affected. Anyone willing to work alongside a trained disaster
response volunteer, register to share your availability at
wpaumc.org/summer2017floodvolunteers. Someone will
contact those who register with an assignment.

THE NYADIRE CONNECTION
(TNC) AND BROTHER’S
BROTHER FOUNDATION
(BBF) “FRIEND-RAISING”
EVENT – On Thursday,
September 21st from 4-8 pm,
the “friend-raising” event will be held beginning at Calvary UMC
on the Northside and concluding at BBF just a very short walk
from Calvary. Attendees will learn more about TNC and about
the partnership that it has with BBF. BBF operates a
warehouse where scavenged medical and educational supplies
are collected, sorted and shipped to impoverished countries.
TNC has partnered with BBF to send ocean containers to
Nyadire. The $25 donation will cover the cost of the appetizers
and desserts at both Calvary and BBF. Sewickley UMC has
been supporting TNC with our Lenten Fines. This is a
wonderful opportunity to learn more about both TNC and its
partner BBF. To make your reservation, go to
nyadire.org/friendraiser.html. You will be asked to select
whether you want to start your evening at Calvary or BBF. See
the most recent newsletter from TNC at
nyadire.org/newsletters.html.

Monetary donations may be included with your regular offering;
mark “WPA Disaster Response” on your check or envelope.
SEWING PARTY FOR NYADIRE
GIRLS EMPOWERMENT
PROJECT - On September 10th,
from 3 to 6 pm, in Mt. Lebanon
UMC Asbury Center, you are
welcome join in creating the kits that
are shipped to Nyadire. Last year, a group from Sewickley
UMC helped to sort fabric, cut fabric, and assemble the kits.
The assembled kits contain not only the fabric to make feminine
hygiene pads, but also necessary thread and needles, plus
underpants, soap and ziploc bags. Simple sewing machines
are also shipped as they become available. If you would like to
join the Sewing Party, please let Martha Boward know.
Carpooling may be possible. Sewickley UMC continues to
collect underpants for older girls, for inclusion in the kits. The
collection box is in the Narthex.
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NURTURE, OUTREACH & WITNESS ACTIVITIES AND NEWS, Continued
LOOKING FOR 3RD GRADERS!!
Please let Sandra Lane know if
your child is in the third grade this
year. The SUMC Library
Committee presents each third
grader with their very own bible. Presentation date TBA.
Contact Sandra at 412-741-6724 or slane819@yahoo.com.

HELLO LADIES! LUNCH TO
CELEBRATE BIRTHDAYS — On
Tuesday, September 19th, all ladies of
the church are invited to celebrate the
birthdays of ladies born in September and
October. Bring your own lunch. Bring your
change to feed Eleanor, our birthday pig. Page 6 of this
newsletter shows September and October birthdays.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SPECIAL
OFFERING – Sunday, September 10th
is designated by Western PA Annual
Conference for this special offering
which supports the educational
ministries of the Conference which include Training and
Resources and Laity Scholarships. Please use the “blue”
envelopes located on the information table or mark your
check/envelope “Christian Ed” and include with your regular
offering.

RUMMAGE SALE DONATIONS NEEDED — The UMW Fall
Rummage Sale will be held
on Friday and Saturday,
September 8 and 9.
Friday hours are from 5 to
8 pm. Saturday hours are
from 8 am to noon. Please
place your gently used,
clean items in the Potato Room. We appreciate your donations
of clothing, books, kitchen items, white elephant items and
household goods, but please do not share your electronics,
exercise equipment or computers with us. Additionally, if you
have an hour or two on Saturday (noon to 2 pm), we would
appreciate your help with the clean-up. Clean-up involves
removing price stickers, packing items into boxes or bags and
loading the boxes and bags into vehicles. All proceeds support
UMW mission projects on the local, national and international
levels.

4th Sunday Food Pantry – BAG A BREAKFAST returns for
September! Grab a bag and fill it with nonperishable items for a family’s breakfast.
Examples: Pancake mix, syrup, juice, and
canned/jarred fruit; or Cereal, juice and
canned/jarred fruit; or Hot Cereal, juice, and fruit.
September 24th is the 4th Sunday collection, but
you may bring your donations at any time and
place in grocery cart in the Simpson Room.
Monetary donations are welcome, as well – just mark “Food
Pantry” on your donation. The Sewickley Community Food
Pantry provides assistance to persons with Sewickley,
Leetsdale, Coraopolis, or Ambridge zip codes, and is open on
Wednesdays from 11:30 am to 1 pm. It is located 15 Chadwick
Street in Sewickley (part of the Community Center). To help
with your shopping, grocery bags with suggested items list will
be available in the back of the sanctuary.
NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY - If you had your
photo taken, or if you submitted a photograph,
your copy of the new directory is available for pick
up in the back of the sanctuary. Within the next
few weeks, copies of the directory listings will be
also be available in the back of the sanctuary.

Here’s a summary of
the latest Treasurer’s
Report:
Pam Honeychurch,
Treasurer

Marge Anderson
Paul Collier

Please write
to our
Shut-Ins and
keep them
in your
prayers.

Mignon Emmert
Renee Gittins
Joe & B.J. Manzinger
Helen Smouse

The church office can provide
you with contact information.

2017 Budget

Budgeted
to Date

Shirley Sye

July

Year-to-date

Expenses

261,574.27

158,325.58

19,308.82

157,965.32

Receipts

261,574.27

146,523.56

20,415.42

147,394.52

(11,802.02)

1,106.60

(10,570.80)

0.00

Overage (Deficit)
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THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING!!
For those of you who are new
to Sewickley United
Methodist, let me explain. The pumpkin
patch is not only a fundraiser for SUMC,
but also for the Navajo Nation, which
grows our pumpkins in New Mexico. We
can’t be a success unless we have you as
a volunteer. How can I help, you ask.
There are many ways to volunteer:
The pumpkins arrive on Saturday,
September 30 at 9 am, via a semi-tractortrailer truck, BUT breakfast comes first at
8:15. We unload the pumpkins one at a
time by way of a “pumpkin bucket brigade”.
It sounds like a lot of work, but if everyone
shows up to help, we can be done in 2-3
hours. Our lawn is turned into a sea of
orange.

THE PUMPKINS ARE COMING!!

During the entire month of October, we need
lots volunteers to sell pumpkins. We usually
ask for a 2-3 hour shift. We are open:
Monday – Friday: 10 am to 7ish (dusk)
Saturdays - 9 am to 7ish (dusk)
Sundays - after services to 7ish (dusk)
We are open rain or shine. How do we sell
pumpkins, you ask. It’s easy. There are NO
wrong answers. The pumpkins are NOT
weighed. We sell by size. It’s a great way to
expose our church and meet new people.
And, no lifting is necessary!!
We also have preschool visits to the pumpkin
patch and offer a story time, therefore, we
need volunteer readers! The
preschool visits are on weekdays.

If the pumpkins are not
on pallets and are
directly sitting on our
lawn, they have to be
rolled every other day to
prevent rot. It’s a great workout!
Since I work full time, I am also looking for a
person who would be free on weekdays to
handle any concerns with “The Patch” that
might arise.
The volunteer schedule will be in an orange
notebook in the back of the sanctuary.
Please consider a shift or two (or more) at
our infamous Pumpkin Patch. If you have
any questions, please feel free to contact
me:
Lou Ann Scott – 412-983-8704; 724-9342967 or lascott518@hotmail.com

If you or a family member is missing from our birthday or anniversary list,
please let the office know. We don’t want to leave anyone out of special wishes.
(6)
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SOUP & HUMMUS SALE FOR THE BUILDING OF FAITH
All proceeds from this sale will go toward the principal on the building
loan. Give your order to the office or put in the offering plate.

Name: ______________________________________
Phone Number: ________________________________
Orders are due by Sunday, September 24 and will be ready for pickup
October 5 — 8. Include payment with your order or pay when you pickup
your soup or hummus.
Payment:  Cash Amount: ______ or  Check (made to SUMC) # ________
Choices
(Pickup at church October 5 thru 8)

Indicate quantity below
$9 Quart

$6 Pint

Minestrone with sausage
(w/ Pasta or Gluten free w/out Pasta) Mark Choice
Tomato Dill
Cream of Chicken and Wild Rice
Sandra’s Hummus

$5 for ½ pint

Total Amount Enclosed: ______________

Debora Consoli

Tami Ozegovich

Mitchell Hortert,

Lura Zaremba

Michelle Kennedy

Charlotte Aurelia Clyde
received the Sacrament
of Holy Baptism on
August 6, 2017. She
was born on June 26,
2017, in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania.
Charlotte is the
daughter of Joshua and Carolyn Clyde, and sister of
Juliet and Liam. Charlotte’s grandparents are
Harlan and Cindy Giles, Michael and Kathy Boots,
and David and Teri Clyde. Her godparents are David
and Caitlin Giles, and Charlotte’s cousin, Eleanor
Giles, is her honorary godmother.

The WEDNESDAY
BIBLE STUDY will
resume on
September 13. We
will embark on a
study titled “Less
Fret, More Faith: An 11-Week Action Plan
to Overcome Anxiety” by Max Lucado.
Max writes, "The news about our anxiety is
enough to make us anxious." He knows
what it feels like to be overcome by the
worries and fear of life, which is why he is
dedicated to helping people take back
control of their minds and, as a result, their
lives. Stop letting anxiety rule the day as
we join Max on the journey to true freedom
and experience more joy, clarity, physical
renewal, and contentment by the power of
the Holy Spirit. Anxiety comes with life. But
it doesn't have to dominate your life.
For the convenience of those participating,
there are two meeting times –
Wednesdays at 9:30 am and at 7 pm in
the church library. We meet September
through May. Join us anytime!

Receiving the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism on August 13,
2017, was Nicholas Jaxon
Garofalo. He was born on
February 26, 2016, in
Sewickley, Pennsylvania, and
is the son of Michelle Kennedy
and Jason Garofalo.
He is the brother of
Kaylee, Myles and Gage.
Nicholas’ godparents are Jenni Bartling, Kristen
Ryerson and Samuel Garofalo.
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FOOD NEWS AROUND THE USA
An evening with delicious food from around America, followed
by a White Elephant Auction, will be held on Saturday,
September 23, from 5:30-10 pm.
The evening will begin in host homes where small groups will
gather for appetizers and time to visit.
Later, everyone will gather in the Simpson Room for salad
and homemade regional cuisine.
The evening will culminate with desserts at the home of Hurst
and Diane Bartley, where Diane will leave us all laughing as
she runs the auction.
This fun evening is open to adults and is $10 per person.
Consider bringing a friend. Everyone is encouraged to bring
a “white elephant” gift for the auction.

PROGRESSIVE DINNER!

The proceeds from the auction will benefit the Building of Faith Fund, by going directly toward the principal
on the sanctuary renovation loan.
You won’t want to miss this fun time. Look for more details in the weekly announcements. Belinda Resler,
Donna Sawhill and the church office can help with any questions you might have.
Greetings from SUMC Trustees,
This year has been a busy one with many great projects being completed. We started out the
year in January by painting all three areas of the kitchen. Trim was also painted in the entryway
by the office, into the hallway and the doors to the Simpson Room.
In the spring, we undertook a big project to build a long line of cabinets in the Simpson Room to
provide much-needed storage space for many different groups of the church. The countertop
provides a nice display area replacing the assortment of tables that once lined the wall.

Trustees
at work

In the late spring, a long-awaited bathroom project was begun. We emptied out what was called
the “print room” but had not been used for that purpose for many years. It was a storage space.
That is where a women’s bathroom with two stalls was built. The floors and wall were laid with tile and a double vanity was added to
complete what is now a beautiful space. This effort was done to create more space for the women’s bathroom, as well as to free up the
old women’s bathroom to create a handicap-accessible/family bathroom, which is the next phase of the bathroom project.
Another major renovation happening in August has been new carpeting in the Simpson Room, Parlor and hallways surrounding the
Simpson Room. The carpeting in these areas had been there well over 20 years and was in need of replacing for many years. In
addition, the blinds in the Simpson Room, Parlor and Office area will be replaced with fabric roller shades that will be durable and easy
to use. As many can attest to, the blinds have been there for many years, as well, and are more and more difficult to pull up and down.
The installation of roller shades will be coming soon and is being graciously funded by the Memorial Committee.
The most current project, which is ongoing, is the nursery room project. This involves moving the nursery room to what has been the
choir room for many years. A complete renovation of this room is underway, including painting, doors on closets, baseboard, new
furniture, including carts and bookshelves specifically designed for a children’s area, new child-sized table and chairs and area rugs.
We have several artists in the church who will be painting murals in the room. Additionally, colorful painting will be done in the hallways
leading to the Sunday School classrooms.
All of these projects could not have been done without the wonderful volunteers and trustees of our church. Come join us in helping to
improve our beautiful church, for we are all trustees, in a sense, of Sewickley United Methodist Church.
Blessings to you,
Jenine Furry, Chair of Trustees
(8)
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As Fellowship of the Cross advances its seventh Operation Christmas Child campaign,
the primary prayer is that our shoebox ministry helps reveal Jesus to children around
the world. A companion prayer is that it creates opportunities for Jesus to be revealed
in our brothers and sisters at Sewickley United Methodist Church.
The second prayer was answered several times in August.
Sebastian, now a sixth-grader, an acolyte, arrived early for our fund-raising carwash in
the parking lot and worked relentlessly for almost five hours. He answered our plea for Sunday school families to assist our small group.
He helped post signs along Thorn Street, carried boxes of towels and sponges, and then worked the hose on every car that came into
our lot.
Mark Wiggins, Leap of Faith violinist, hoped to get his car washed as he finished some chores in the church. But, he jumped into the
wash cycle and partnered with Sebastian throughout the morning. Sisters Jade and Bella, as always, helped scrub every car throughout
the day. Lorelai, Sebastian’s sister and also an acolyte, arrived after a morning class and, literally, immersed herself in the carwash for
more than two hours. Nobody wore more suds.
Their contributions helped us raise enough money to ship nearly 40 boxes. Jesus revealed.
Adalynn, now a third-grader, a cheerleader, and a never-miss Kids Night Out kid, arrived at our SUMC Vacation Bible School one
evening hugging a trash bag filled with gently-loved stuffed animals. They came from her bedroom and will help complete more than 30
of our shoeboxes. The joy in her smile was Jesus revealed.
Emilia, middle sister to Noah and Lucia, came to VBS dragging a bag over-stuffed with new toys and coloring books. One by one, she
pulled items from the bag, considered them, described them, and placed them on the small mountain of shoebox gifts on the prayer rail
in the sanctuary. She clearly knew their value to a small child and didn’t hesitate to part with them. Jesus revealed.
Every family that contributed gifts during VBS week, and every member of the church family who has contributed gifts on Sunday
mornings, and everyone who supported our car wash, revealed a trust in Jesus to shape the lives of the children who receive our
shoeboxes. FOTC thanks you for your partnership in this project.

“What do you need?” The Fellowship of the Cross has encountered that question often as we approach the finish line of our
2017 Operation Christmas Child campaign. The packing party for our seventh-annual shoebox campaign will be held at 10 a.m. in the
Simpson Room on Sept. 24. Everyone is invited. Many Sunday school classes joined us a year ago
and we filled 100 boxes in less than an hour.
We have inventoried the contributions we’ve received from the SUMC family through the spring and
summer and compiled a list of gifts we need to make each shoe box complete. Here it is:









Socks, for girls and boys ages 2 through 14
Stuffed animals, balls and small toys that fit easily into a shoe box
Scissors, glue sticks and rulers that include measurements from the metric system
Notebooks that fit into a box
Construction paper packets that we can cut to fit into the boxes
Washable markers
Hair clips, ties and bands
Adhesive bandages

September Collection
Target
socks, toys & more

FOTC will also accept financial donations for a shopping trip we will make before the packing party.
We expect to reach our goal of 100 boxes for the sixth consecutive year and we thank everyone who
has contributed.

Pamela Mayo & Jim Rogansky

9/10

Terry & Chris Karwoski

9/15

Susan & Scott Spencer

9/13

Eric & Amanda Miller

9/21

Steve & Pat Grossarth

9/14

Bob & Dana Yant

9/28
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SEWICKLEY CLOCKTOWER RINGERS
SUMC’s handbell choir will begin
rehearsal again on Thursday,
September 7th, from 6:15 – 7:15, in the
sanctuary. This choir usually provides
the music during the traditional service on the second
Sunday of each month. While reading music is helpful, it
is not a requirement to be part of the bell choir. If you are
interested in ringing, or have questions about the bell choir,
please contact Pamela Mayo: pemayo@verizon.net or
412-749-0760.
WESLEY CHORALE
The Wesley Chorale is comprised of
middle and high school youth who
provide music during the 11 o’clock
hour, generally on the fourth Sunday of the month, from
September through April. Rehearsals are on Tuesday
nights, after Kid’s Night Out, from 7:15 – 8 pm, in the
choir room. Please join us for our first rehearsal on
September 5th. If you have questions about this choir,
please contact Matt McTeague or Jenine Furry.

CALLING ALL CHILDREN AND YOUTH!!!
The Kick Off for KID’S NIGHT OUT will be Tuesday, September 12 at
5:30 pm for dinner and 6 pm for study, singing and crafts. All children
and youth, kindergarten through high school are welcome. Bill
Utterback and Susie Moffett lead the children, and Aimee Scott and
Johnathan Burnett lead the youth. Wilma and Rev. Jim Hamilton also
help lead the programming and Donna Sawhill
leads the dinner crew. Invite a friend and come
and be prepared for an evening of . . .
Fun, food and fellowship
Activities and recreation
Inspiring dialogue
Teaching God’s Word
Holy experiences
We are looking forward to another great year! Here’s the schedule:
Elementary aged
kids
5:30—6:00
Dinner
6:00—6:45
Bible Study
6:45—7:30
Crafts and games

Middle School
Youth
5:30—6:00
Dinner
6:00—7:15
Youth Group /
Bible Study
7:15—8:00
Wesley Chorale

High School Youth
5:30—6:00
Dinner
6:00—7:15
Youth Group /
Bible Study
7:15—8:00
Wesley Chorale

YOUTH CHOIR
Under the leadership of Matt
McTeague and Susie Moffett, the
Youth Choir will rehearse on
Sunday mornings from 9:30-10
starting on Sept. 10th. Children don’t need to be present
every Sunday to be a part of the group. We welcome kids
from preschool through 5th grade. The Youth Choir usually
sings once every month or two during both services during
the school year and are a part of the Children’s Christmas
Pageant.
CHANCEL CHOIR
The Chancel Choir is preparing for a
new season of praising God during our
traditional service with our director, Matt McTeague, and
we would love for you to join us. The choir meets on
Thursday evenings at 7:30 in the Sanctuary and typically
sings in worship the first and third Sundays of the month.
You do not need to be a trained singer, or even know how
to read music, to join! We are hoping to revitalize our group
with people who have a passion for music and who want to
participate in the worship service in a more meaningful
way. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
Susie Moffett, Pamela Mayo, or Matt McTeague.

The Fellowship of the Cross (FOTC), a
youth-driven service group launched nearly six
years ago at Sewickley United Methodist
Church, is inviting interested students to join
us for the 2017-2018 school year and beyond.
FOTC, whose members include middle and
high school students, meets Sunday mornings
in the Simpson Room around 11 am, following
the Sunday school hour, to work on various
service and giving projects.
Recent assignments included being in charge of decorations for
Vacation Bible School, as well as serving as music, story telling,
recreation, crafts and group leaders during VBS. The group is also
involved in correspondence with SUMC shut-ins, care packages for
college students, Christmas caroling, and providing centerpieces for
tables in the Simpson Room. Currently, FOTC is working on its
seventh-annual Operation Christmas Child shoebox drive, which
they will be wrapping up at the end of September. FOTC has
helped SUMC deliver 600 shoeboxes full of Christmas gifts for
children in need throughout the world over the past six years.
New members are welcome at any time during the year. If you
have questions about FOTC, please contact Bill Utterback or
Pamela Mayo.
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September 2017
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2

7 PM AA

3

4

9 AM Contemporary Worship
11 AM Fellowship of the
Cross
11 AM Traditional Worship

5

6

7

7:15 PM Wesley
Chorale
8 PM AA

6:30 PM Leap of Faith

8
5 PM
to
8 PM

11 AM - 1 PM Salad
Luncheon
6:15 PM Handbells
7:30 PM Chancel
Choir

Office Closed

9
8 AM
to
NOON

7 PM AA

10 AM - 1 PM Harvest
Festival / Taco Sale
6 PM

15

16

RUMMAGE SALE SETUP
10

12

13

9 AM Contemporary Worship 6:30 PM Finance
9:30 AM Youth Choir
Committee
10 AM Sunday School
6:30 PM Trustees
11 AM Fellowship of the
8 PM Council Meeting
Cross
11 AM Traditional Worship
12 PM Heroes Reception

5:30 AM KNO Dinner
6 PM Kid's Night Out
7:15 PM Wesley
Chorale
8 PM AA

9:30 AM Bible Study 6:15 PM Handbells
6:30 PM Leap of Faith 7:30 PM Chancel
7 PM Bible Study
Choir

7 PM AA

17

19

20

22

23

9 AM Contemporary Worship 7 PM Special Ad
9:30 AM Youth Choir
Council Meeting
10 AM Sunday School
11 AM Fellowship of the
Cross
11 AM Traditional Worship

5:30 AM KNO Dinner
12 PM Birthday Club
6 PM Kid's Night Out
7:15 PM Wesley
Chorale
8 PM AA

9:30 AM Bible Study 6:15 PM Handbells
6:30 PM Leap of Faith 7:30 PM Chancel
7 PM Bible Study
Choir

7 PM AA

12 PM Mulch Spreading
5:30 10 PM

24

26

27

29

30

5:30 AM KNO Dinner
6 PM Kid's Night Out
7:15 PM Wesley
Chorale
8 PM AA

9:30 AM Bible Study 6:15 PM Handbells
6:30 PM Leap of Faith 7:30 PM Chancel
7 PM Bible Study
Choir

9 AM Contemporary Worship
9:30 AM Youth Choir
10 AM Operation Christmas

Child Packing Party

10 AM Sunday School
11 AM Fellowship of the
Cross
11 AM Traditional Worship

Lisle B.
Marcy B.
Family of Ron Barber
Hurst Bartley
Ruth Beshero
Barb Beukema
Darrel Black
Dee Connelly
Donna Cymbalak
Jodi Dolin
Steven Dolin
Julie Donaho
Lou Egenlauf
Don Evanchko
Sarah Gladwell
Allen Gleason

11

18

25

June Graham
Josie Greco
Atleah Grubb
Nate Hatfield
Laura Hertrick
Jodi Hoenke
Janna
Jeff and Jodi
Kristen Johns
Katherine Johnson
Wayne Johnson
Family of Rev. Sandy
Jordan
Janet Kallan
Grace King
Family of Lee Knepshield

14

21

28

Clark Leiphart
Family of Pat Leiphart
Lemasters Family
Marian Lippert
Joe Lombardo
Donna Macaul
Michelle Malito
Sara McCullough
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7 PM AA

Scott McDonough
Brian McKay
Don Moore
Mary Ann Moore
John Nelson
Sandy Nelson
Gary P.
Patty Payne
Cleo Pfeifer
Cori Reasoner
Jim Rogansky
Ryan
Doug Rummens
Ed Sawhill
Jeremy Schiable
Rachel Shuluga

8:15 AM
Pumpkin
Breakfast
9 AM Pumpkins Arrive
9 AM - 7 PM Pumpkin
Patch

Renee Shutak
Gale Siddall
C.R. “Bob” Simpson
Bill Smerker
Bonnie Stoicovy
Sandy Stroebel
Renate Tabet and family
Don Thomas
Renee Tobias
Philip Tolorica
Emil Valsimidas
Don Walker
Michael Woods
Bob Yant
Dennis Zeveny
Jacob Zickefoose

