Vine & Branches
Area Faith Community
www.vineandbranchesafc.org

March 11th, 2018
4th Sunday of Lent

I am the vine, you are
the branches.
Whoever remains in
me and I in him will
bear much fruit,
because without me
you can do nothing.
John 15:5

From the Pastor
Please, Lord~ Help Us Remember and Keep Holy The Sabbath
I observe the increasing stress in family’s lives as parents seek every
possible activity for their children’s physical and social development
while letting go of the priority of Sunday worship and the whole concept of Sabbath rest. I see more and more independent leagues, tournaments and organizations taking up whole weekends. Some schedule events on Sunday morning make it impossible to attend worship
and Sunday school or have time just to be reflective and restful. In
addition, I observe the tendency in our consumer economy to use
Sunday as just another day to feed the vicious cycle of consumption
and production.
It is my concern that this compulsion toward competition and materialism, while developing some fine athletes and offering a certain life
style of desired possessions, lead to a spiritual anemia or void in the
lives of many children and adults. Without an appreciation of the
wisdom of the Sabbath commandment, we are in danger of losing our
“souls” (“soul” being that part of us that is central to who we are as
children of God).
Wayne Muller, in a book entitled, “Sabbath: Finding Rest, Renewal and Delight in our busy Lives” puts it this way:
“Sabbath is a way of being in time where we remember who we are, remember what we know, and taste the gifts
of spirit and eternity.
Our lack of rest and reflection is not just a personal affliction. It colors the way we build and sustain community, it
dictates the way we respond to suffering, and it shapes the ways in which we seek peace and healing in the world.
Sabbath time may be a Sabbath afternoon, a Sabbath hour, Sabbath walk---indeed, anything that can give nourishment and rest. Sabbath time is time off the wheel, time when we take our hand from the plow and let God and the
earth care for things, while we drink, if only for a few moments, from the fountain of rest and delight.”
What can we do? Here is the challenge which I present to you. You can’t change how other’s use their time, but you
can make some significant choices that affect you and your family’s lives.
1. Commit yourself to being a person (family) that always keeps the Sabbath. Again, as Wayne Muller says:
“Sabbath is more than the absence of work; it is not just a day off, when we catch up on TV or errands. It is the
presence of something that arises when we consecrate a period of time to listen to what is most deeply beautiful,
nourishing, or true. It is time consecrated with our attention , our mindfulness, honoring those quiet forces of
grace of spirit that sustain and heal us.”
The faithful observance of the Sabbath, with all the pressure to the contrary testifies that God is at the center of life
and that all times and all seasons are in God’s hands.
2. No matter how young or resistant, bring your children to church every Sunday. Their happiness in this world and
yours may depend on it. (Studies have shown that people who attend church regularly are
significantly happier and healthier than those who do not.) What could be more important?
Thank you, for your prayerful consideration of this special message I care for you dearly and wish the best for all of
you.

Fr. Phil Schotzko

From Sister Shirley
The following is a prayer from “For Suffering” by John O’Donohue in Bless the Space Between Us from the 2018 Lenten Refection Guide published by Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns.
May you be blessed in the holy names of those who carry our pain up the mountain of transfiguration.
May you know tender shelter and healing blessing when you are called to stand in the place of pain.
May the place of darkness within you be surprised by light.
May you be granted the wisdom to avoid false resistance and when suffering knocks on the door of your life, may
you be able to glimpse its hidden gift.
May you be able to see the fruits of suffering.
May memory bless and shelter you with the hard-earned light of past turmoil, may this give you confidence and
trust.
May a window of light always surprise you.
May the grace of transfiguration heal your wounds.
May you know that even though the storm might rage, not a hair on your head will be harmed.
Happy 4th Sunday of Lent – Rejoice or Laetare Sunday. Blessings as we continue our Lenten Journey.

Sister Shirley
Church of St. Raphael & Area Office
20 W Van Dusen Street ~ 507-723-4137
Springfield MN 56087
Email: straphael@newulmtel.net

Liturgies This Week
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.

Mar. 12 No Mass (Spfd)
Isaiah 65:17-21; John 4:43-54
Mar. 13 8:30am Mass + Ernie Vogel (Spfd)
Ezekiel 47:1-9,12; John 5:1-16
Mar. 14 8:00 Mass + Gwendola Till (Lamb)
10:00am Mass + Gene Stoering (SJLH)
Isaiah 49:8-15; John 5:17-30

Thurs. Mar. 15 8:00am Mass (Sanb)
Exodus 32:7-14; John 5:31-47
Fri.

Mar. 16 8:30am Mass + Gene Stoering (Spfd)
Wisdom 2:1a,12-22; John 7:1-2,10,25-30

Sat.

Mar. 17 5:30pm Mass + - members of Ernest & Loretta
Ryan Family (Spfd)
Jeremiah 11:18-20; John 7:40-53
Mar. 18 8:30am Mass + Albert Platz (Spfd)
10:30am Mass - AFC (Lamb)
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Hebrews 5:7-9;
John 12:20-33

Sun.



Fr. Phil Schotzko~ Office Phone: 723-4141
phil.schotzko@newulmtel.net

Pastoral Associate
Sister Shirley Steines 507-752-7269
Parish Phone
507-752-7269
CCW Prayer Chain– Sister Shirley Steines

Parish Secretary
Marie Amsden & Mary Beth Hoffmann 723-4137
mamsden@newulmtel.net & mbfh66@gmail.com

Mass Stipend $10.00

Parish Bookkeeper

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
 Saturday 4:45pm at St. Raphael
 Sunday 10:15am at St. Joseph

Connie Vogel
723-4137, fax 723-5409
cvogel@newulmtel.net

Baptism: Pre-baptism classes required- Contact Fr. Phil
Marriage: All Catholics are to contact their pastoral leader at
least 6 months before their wedding





Church of St. Joseph
PO Box 458 ~ 507-752-7269
Lamberton MN 56152
& St. Thomas Oratory, Sanborn MN
Email stjoseph@centurylink.net
Pastor

Prayer Chain 723-6636, 723-5757, 723-5651, 723-5670
Good Neighbor Thrift Store 723-5778
20 E Central, Springfield, MN
Office of Catholic Charities 866-670-5163

Bulletin Deadline: Wednesday at 1:00pm
2

School Principal
Jennifer Fischer 723-4136
straysprincipal@newulmtel.net

School Secretary
Bev Krueger
723-4135
straysschooloffice@newulmtel.net

Faith Formation/Youth Ministry
Erin Hauth
723-4138
straysfaithformation@gmail.com

~Church of St. Joseph~
This week we remember these people in our prayers.
Susanna & Eric Kronback and Deb & Steve Lingle
Our Shepherd of the field: Msgr. John Richter

Ministry Schedule Sunday March 18, 2018
Ushers

Doug DeCock, Travis Nelson,
Mark & Jan Benedict

~Please also pray for those in Need ~

Lector

Anne Nelson

Gifts

Doug DeCock Family

EMC

Craig & Barb Wetter, Jeanne Eykyn

Servers

Sydney Vogel, Hannah DeCock

Dolores Berg

Candi VanMeveren

Kathleen Stillo Kay Weisbrich

Millie Bellig

Ken Arnoldi

Jack Reiner

Mary Arnoldi

March 11 10:30am
4:00pm

Last Week’s Parish Revenue-St. Joseph
Adult Envelopes

Pat Dauer

Coming Events

Counters Joann French, Doreen Kronback
Video

Ben Wille

March 13 6:30am

$1,594.00

5:30pm

Mass
Reconciliation ServiceSt. Raphael’s
Bible Study
Region II Spring Gathering
at Leavenworth

Student Envelopes

26.00

Loose Plate

68.00

March 14 8:00am

Easter Flowers

40.00

6:30pm

Way of the Cross

Total Income

$1,728.00

6:45pm

Faith Formation

March 15 8:00am
St. JosephContribution Budget July 1, 2017- June 30, 2018

Student
Loose Plate

$60,500.00

$41,884.92

$49,274.12

$900.00

$623.16

$570.71

$4,200.00

$2,907.72

$5,105.75

Mass at St. Thomas/
Discussion Group

 Catholic Relief Services Collection is happening

Annual Budget Budget to Date Received to Date

Adults

Mass

this weekend. Thank you for your generosity in
helping Jesus in disguise to so many needy people.

The Wabasso Food Shelf (WAFER) will once again
be participating in the 36th annual Minnesota Food
Share March Campaign.
The Campaign starts on Feb 26th and will run thru
April 8th. It is Wafer's hope that your generosity will
continue during this March Campaign. The need in
our area is huge, Wafer helps an average of 53
children, 57 adults, and 4-10 seniors each month.
With the coming of spring our numbers and need
increases. As schools dismiss for the summer and
migrant workers come north to work in our fields, your
generosity helps us meet the needs in our area.
All money and food received stays at WAFER but is
matched by the Minneapolis Greater Area Churches
and Minnesota Food Share.
Money donations should be mailed to WAFER,
P.O. Box 63 Wabasso, MN 56293
St. Joseph's parishioners who volunteer at WAFER are
Jim and Sue Imker, Cathy Graff, and Mary Arnoldi.

 As a Lenten project—St. Joseph’s CCW is asking
for donations for the Heartland Girl’s Ranch. A box
has been placed in the back of church. Check the
bulletin board for what is of need, Let’s fill the
box!!! See page 7 for more information about donations.
 REGION II CCW SPRING GATHERING is Tuesday, March 13th at Leavenworth. Please put on your
calendar. We can carpool to Leavenworth. The
flyer is on the bulletin board in back of church. See
page 8

 Mark your calendars for Omelet Breakfast,

Sunday, April 22
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~Church of St. Raphael~
Prayer Corner

What Forgiveness Looks Like
Confusing who we are with what we do is a trap. It
prevents us from seeing ourselves and others as we
really are. And we all fall into this trap from time to
time.
Everyone screws up. Nobody's perfect and we all
make mistakes. Sometimes we make a bad choice
thinking it’s a good one. Other times we definitely
know something isn’t a good choice, and we choose
it anyway. This is part of life.
The great danger comes from allowing what we do
wrong to define who we are.
Since the dawn of time, everyone from the great
philosopher to the shepherd in the field has wondered
who they are and what they are here for. Finding
answers to these great questions of life are at the
heart of our motivations and movements. Everyone
wants to know their identity and purpose .
If someone hurts me and I see things as they really are,
then I will see that this is another person called to be
the-best-version-of-himself. I see his action was wrong
and it hurt me, but I also see we are all on this same
journey, and I’ve made mistakes just as he has. Further, I
see that the best-version-of-myself is forgiving and free
from the burden of bitterness. When I see things rightly, I
can forgive what he has done because of who he is and
who I am. In the same way, if I do something wrong and I
let what I have done define who I am, then all I see is my
failure. The action is always wrong, it always falls short
of who I am, and so I am wrong and I fall short. I can’t
forgive myself.
In the same way, if I see things as they really are, then I
see that I am on a journey to become the-best-version-ofmyself. I see every action as a step either towards or away
from that self, and when I intentionally or unintentionally
step away, I know that every moment is another chance to
make a step back in the right direction. I forgive myself
because I know that the best-version-of-myself is
forgiving. I focus on doing the next right thing.
This is the secret to forgiving yourself and forgiving
others: to see yourself and others for who you really are,
not for what you have done.
By Dominick Albano
Dynamic Catholic

Please remember in your prayers:
 Our Shepherd of the Field: Rev. Anthony Hesse
Please pray for our parishioners this week~
Sun: Michelle Frantz
Mon: Jeremy & Tasha Frasher Family
Tues: Carolyn Fromm
Wed: Kimberly Fults
Thurs: Ron & Bev Fults
Fri:
Ruth Fults
Sat:
Christopher & Amanda Gartner Family
Weekly Candle Intentions ($2.00 offering)
·Special Intention
·

Check out Channel 8 –Cablecast
 St. Raphael Sunday Mass
Every Tuesday at 5:00 pm & Friday at 6:00 pm.
 Marriage Works in Christ: Role of Men as
Husbands, Episode 4
Every Tuesday at 11:00am & Thursday at 7:00pm.

Good Neighbor Thrift Store
March 13 – 17 Top’s & T-Shirt Sale.
Adults $1, Children 50¢, Men’s Dress Shirts $2.
Excludes sweatshirts.

The Springfield Area Food Shelf
will once again be participating in
the 36th annual Minnesota Food
Share March Campaign. Springfield’s service area for the food shelf
is Springfield, Comfrey, Cobden,
Clements, and Sanborn.
The food shelf needs have increased
and more families are using the service. All money and food donations received stays at the
Springfield Area Food Shelf, and are matched by the
Minnesota Food Share.
Money Donations can be mailed to the Springfield Area
Food Shelf, 804 East Rock St., Springfield, MN 56087.
Other grocery donations or personal items may be
places in the plastic tub marked food shelf in the
Gathering Space. A list of items needed is listed on the
cover of the tub. Feel Free to contact Shari Koll if you
have questions 507-227-0386 or 507-723-6120

Spiritually adopted babies are 1 Month Old!
Thank you for praying for me. I am one
month old now. I have a heart pumping
my blood and a backbone. I am very, very
tiny and I appreciate your prayers
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~Church of St. Raphael~
Meetings and Activities

The 400 Club Winners this Week

Mar. 11

4:00pm

Reconciliation ServiceSpringfield

Mar. 12

3:30-5:00pm

NO Level 3 Atrium

7:00pm

Prayer Shawl GroupGathering Space

Mar. 13

1:30pm

Good Neighbor Thrift
meeting

Adults

Mar. 14

3:30-4:45pm

K-6 FF/Level 2 Atrium

Gr. 7-12

$1000.00

$692.28

$168.00

Pre K-6

$2000.00

$1,384.92

$1,166.49

3:30-4:45pm

7-11th FF/
Reconciliation Service
Level 1 Atrium

7:00pm

CCW Meeting

Mar. 16

9:00am4:00pm

Adoration

Mar. 19

12:15pm

Stations of the Cross w/
School Children

3:30-5:00pm

Level 3 Atrium

7:15-8:30pm
Mar. 15

#190 Maxine Meine

$65.00

#48

$65.00

Contribution Budget July 1, 2017- June 30, 2018
Annual Budget Budget to Date Received to Date

High School Gr. 7-12
Children through Gr. 6
Loose Plate
DUF
Fuel & Heat
Adopt-A-Student
Gym Rent

5:30pm

$4,950.00
-047.23
220.75

Servers

Brody Sturm

Joseph Hoffmann

Brooklyn Sturm

Kaylee Hillesheim

Brody Sturm

Lector

Lynn Hoffmann

Jack Hartjes

EMC

Lynn Hoffmann

Jack Hartjes

Dale Lindmeier

Donna Krueger

Cathy Ochs

Shari Koll

192.00

CHWC-fees

2,555.00

Total Income

Accompanist Sharon Pieschel

Julie Prechel

Song Leader TBD

Adult Choir

Rosary

9.75
624.07
$10,033.80

CCW Meeting on Thursday, March 15th at
7pm in the Gathering Space.

Julie Lassegard

Head Usher *Pat Lang

280.00
25.00

8:30am

Addison Lang

20.00

1,110.00

Good Neighbor Thrift Store

$186,218.79

March 17 & 18, 2018

Kitchen Rent
Candles

$255,000.00 $176,538.60

~Serving next Funeral will be Group E~

Last week’s Parish Revenue
Adult Envelopes

Joseph Pieschel

Jack Hartjes
*Ken Koll

Dale Lindmeier

Joseph Miesen

Terry Ochs

Duane Roiger

Dan Miesen
Jim Hoffmann
Communion SJLH Gene & Ginger Veerkamp
Videographer

Andrea Hoffmann

Spring Housecleaning

While you are doing your Spring Housecleaning,
please save your items for the Rummage Sale.
Sponsored by St. Boniface Catholic United Council
#035. The Rummage Sale will be held Friday, April
6th & Saturday, April 7th. Proceeds benefit
St. Raphael School & Faith Formation Program.
Pick up your Men’s Dinner tickets in the Gathering Space
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~Faith Formation &Youth Ministry~
CHWC Mission Trip Fundraiser to St. Louis, MO


Buy a Mile: There are envelopes in the gathering space for anybody who would like to buy some mileage to
help us cover the costs to go to St. Louis, MO July 8-14. So far there are 40 people signed up for this mission
trip and we will be traveling 10 hours by a coach bus! The trip costs about $12/ Mile.



Sisterhood Gathering will be March 11th from 7:30-8:30pm at the Springfield Community Center. “A wise
woman builds” (Prov. 14:1): A gathering for women of all ages to create new friendships, have deep discussions, and be
encouraged.



March 14th- Grades 7-11 will be having a Reconciliation service with Adoration and music during their normal
Faith Formation time: 7:15-8:30pm. All parents and family members are invited to attend

~St. Raphael School~
Spring Concert: The annual Spring Concert will be held on Wednesday, March 21st at 6:00.
Mrs. Steffl and the students are working hard preparing. Please mark your calendars and we
hope to see you there!

End of Third Quarter: Friday marked the end of the third quarter of school. The students and staff worked really
hard to wrap up lessons and projects, especially after having two snow days in a row. The students do not have
school on Monday, March 12, and the teachers will be working on report cards. It is hard to believe there is only one
quarter of school left.

Candy Bar Sale: Students will be once again be selling the World’s Finest Chocolate candy bars. We have five
flavors this year: caramel, crisp, milk chocolate, dark chocolate, and almond. The sale will
be starting on March 23rd, so make sure to be watching for them.

The St. Raphael School children will be Selling Rolls
after the following Sunday 8:30am Mass's
upcoming weekends:
 March 18th
 April 15th

St. Raphael School is looking for an enthusiastic candidate for the position of Assistant Cook. This position is
temporary.
How to apply: St. Raphael School in Springfield, MN will be accepting applications for a part time (3-4 hours a
day) assistant cook position. Interested applicants can fax, email, or send a resume to: Mrs. Jennifer Fischer, Principal, 20 West Van Dusen, Springfield, MN 56087; Fax: 507-723-5409, email: straysprincipal@newulmtel.net
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~Vine & Branches AFC Information~
Lenten Experiences
Area Lenten Reconciliation Services

Stations of the Cross ~ Monday’s
With the School Children
March 12th
12:15pm
March 19th
12:15pm
March 26th
12:15pm

 Sunday, March 11

Stations of the Cross ~
With Fr. Phil Schotzko

March 23rd

4:00pm

Springfield

 Wednesday, March 14 7:15pm

Springfield/
7-11th Faith
Formation

 Sunday, March 18

5:00pm

Sleepy Eye

 Sunday, March 25

4:00pm

Wabasso

11:30am
The Council of Catholic Women
will be collecting items for the
Girls Heartland Ranch during
Lent.
Heartland Girls Ranch is a working ranch for girls from Minnesota, who have been sexually exploited or trafficked. It is
located in Benson, MN.
Donations needed are for Spring items including outside
games like croquet sets, Frisbees, bocce/ball, soccer
balls, outside dice games etc. to promote healthy exercise. Summer T shirts (S,M,L,XL), Socks, Tennis shoes,
Sandals, Caps, Sun Hats or Visors, Sunscreen & lip
balm, makeup, female hygiene supplies, sunglasses,
scrap book supplies. Monetary Donations are welcome
as well.
Please see the table in the upper bell tower area for
more information and to drop off donations.

Encounter Andrise. We encounter Andrise, a teacher
in Haiti who knows the importance of
forming young people who will give
back to the community- and their
country. Reflect on the role teachers
have played in bringing you closer to God and your
community. How can you support those, worldwide,
who are forced to flee their homes to find safety or
better opportunities? Visit crsricebowl.org for more.
This week, we are taking up the Catholic
Relief Services Collection to respond to
Jesus in disguise. This collection helps
six Catholic agencies to provide relief and
support to struggling communities and to work toward
peace and reconciliation among our marginalized
brothers and sisters here and around the world. Please
prayerfully consider how you can support the collection. Learn more at www.usccb.org/catholic-relief

Flowers for Easter
If you who would like to donate flowers for our Easter environment in honor of or in memory
of your loved ones, please complete the form below and return it in the collection basket.

□ St Joseph Lamberton

□ St Raphael Springfield

In honor / memory of
________________________________________________________________________________________
(Please Print)
By_____________________________________________________________Amount_________________
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~Upcoming Area Events~
Wabasso Lions Club is holding their annual Spring
Breakfast with proceeds going to Lions and Community
Projects. Breakfast is Sunday, March 11 with serving
from 9:30 – 12:30 at the Wabasso Community Center.
Menu: Eggs, Sausage, Rolls, Toast, Coffee, Milk and
Juice. Adults: $7.00 Students: $4.00 Preschool: Free

Catholic United Financial
Matching Grant
Palm Sunday Brunch

Sunday, March 25, 2018
8:30 am-12:30 pm
St Raphael Auditorium
Springfield

St. Joseph’s Oratory of Clements will be celebrating
their 12th annual feast day. Mass at 4:00 pm on Saturday,
March 17th. Come join us, All are Welcome!

Menu: Egg Bake, Cinnamon & Caramel Rolls,
Muffin, Fruit, Beverage
Adults $10.00, 6-10 $6.00, Preschool $1.00
Sponsored by St Boniface Catholic United Council #035
Proceeds benefit St Raphael School & Faith Formation Program

NUDCCW Region II
Spring Gathering
Tuesday, March 13, 2018
Japanese Martyrs Church - Leavenworth
Registration 5:30 pm
Mass
6:00 pm
Donna Mathiowetz
Meal
6:45 pm
is an inspirational
Speaker
7:30 pm
speaker and author

Everyone Welcome!

Men’s Sausage Dinner

Donna’s passion is to help others as they navigate several
types of grieving and loss in life resulting from the death
of a loved one, health issues, divorce, loss of a job, loss of
independence, broken dreams, future plans and other life
events. Her knowledge of grief and loss was born out of
her own life experiences following the death of two sons.
Registration fee $10.00
Contact your Parish CCW President for more
information
“Join us for a Sauerkraut, Land Jaeger & Dumpling
Dinner on Sunday, March 18 at St. Mary’s Social Hall,
417 S. Minnesota St., New Ulm from 10:00am - 12:30pm.
Menu includes Sauerkraut, Landjaegers, Dumplings,
Mashed Potatoes, Green Beans, and Dessert. Items are
served ala carte and take outs are available. This group is
famous for their sauerkraut and dumplings! We hope to
see you there.
Bring back the honeymoon in your marriage. The next
available Weekends are Apr 13-15, 2018 in
HUTCHINSON, MN and Apr 13-15, 2018 in Baxter,
MN. Early registration is highly recommended. For
more information visit our website
at: southmnwwme.org or contact Miki
at applications@southmnwwme.org or 507-227-8229
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Will be held on Sunday, April 8, 2018
From 9:30 am until 1:00pm
*************************************
At this time the committee is seeking
cash donations, due to the fact that we do not
have a federally inspected locker nearby,
cash donations will help pay for the meat.
Please contact the Chairman
Randy Sturm (507) 220-4874 or Mike Vogel
(507)920-5694
All proceeds will go to St. Raphael Church
St. Thomas Court 766
COF Matching Grant

