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“I don’t know how
I got so lucky—how all
this happened to me.
If you were in
my shoes, you'd be
blown away too.”

Louis Vuitton dress, bloomers and
bracelets. Andrea Lieberman for
Mouawad earrings and rings.
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“I just wanted to make
a wearable collection,”
says Stefani-of her
spring line. “It’s kind of
‘80s-inspired, so it reminds
me of high school.”

LAMB jersey jumpsuit.
Andrea Lieberman for
Mouawad 18kt white gold
and pavé diamond studs
(worn throughout). Hermeés
cashmere and leather hat
and leather shoes. Chanel
leather and crystal gloves.
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“I'm a really good lipstic
keeper-onner!” she says
with a laugh. “Sometimes
put it on without a liner if I
nt it to be softer, but liner
helps to make it last
en I'm going out.”
LAMB lace tank. Lanvin metal

and crystal necklace. Hermes
leather gloves.
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inspection there are a few giveaways that she is, in fact,a Grammy-winning rock star. Stacks of white rubber
bracelets are piled up on her forearms, a lacy blue bra peeks out above her threadbare ribbed tank top, and
her nails are painted astark white. * Stefani, 40,an Orange County girl bornand bred, hasjust returned froma
lengthy vacation in St. Tropez with her husband of seven years, British rocker Gavin Rossdale, and their two
boys,Kingston, 3,and Zuma, 1,forwhom she wearstwo delicate gold crossesaround her neck. The successful
designer, with seven years at the helm of her LAMB line, couldn’t be more excited to show her latest
collection at the upcoming New York Fashion Week. * It’s surprising that Stefani,an unabashed girlie girl, has
been hangingwith the fellas her whole life—firstinNo Doubt, her all-male rock band,and nowin herhouseful
of boys. Pushing her sideswept bangs out of her big brown eyes, she leans in conspiratorially when she
whispers, “Do you love clothes?” Content with the response, she grins and squeals, “I love clothes too. So
much that it’s embarrassing. But it’s just so fun!” * She shares a photo of adorable baby Zuma on her
Blackberry and orders a soy-milk coffee before happily settling in for some good old-fashioned girl talk.

1}Haveyou always been obsessed with fashion, even before
you started designing? It’s been the same my whole life. I
made so many clothes growing up, and I used to do my own
costumes. Like, in college—we’d have a concert coming up and
all I would do was just daydream about what I was going to
make. And it’s the same now. Fashion gets me so excited.
2}Where did you draw inspiration for your spring line?
I wanted to make a collection I was really going to wear. I was
into gray, black and white with just touches of color, like
yellow here and there. And a lot of drapery and slouchy stuff,
and some tailoring—and looks that were a bit *80s but also
modern. We pull inspiration from everywhere and make it
our own. It’simportant to me to be involved because it’s about
what I would wear, to be honest. It’s very selfish!

3}And what is it about designing that you love so much? When
you find your passion, you can’t help it. I'm generally lazy. I like
to sleep, I like to eat, I don’t like to work out, I don’t like to do
anything. Iwanttowatch TV, eatinbed, and sleep. And with de-
signing, it’s just fun. I always enjoy doing it. It’s never adrag.

4} After two solo albums and two babies, you just completed
a 60-concert tour with No Doubt. What was that like? This
tour was so emotional because it meant going back onstage
with those guys who were mybestfriends since Iwas17. We're
insuchagreatemotional space now. And knowing thatit’s not
going to last forever makes it even more precious. I had tears
in my eyes as I was singing certain songs, like “Simple Kind of
Life,” where I say, “I always thought ’'d be amom”—and all ofa
sudden I am, and my kids are sitting on the side of the stage
watching me sing. It was really intense.

5} Do you enjoy performing onstage in front of thousands of
people? Ilove it. It is so awesome. I love getting ready and get-
ting in costume, and then performing and being physical. If
you don’t play live concerts, nothing feels real. It’s just a song
ontheradioyouhearwhen you're driving, and it doesn’t affect

you. But when you walk out onstage and there are people who
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actually spent their money to buy a ticket and they’re singing
the songs, it’s suddenly mind-blowing.

6! What initially made you decide to jump from musician to
designer? I wanted so badly to have a backup plan for when
I’'m not performing anymore. Let’s be realistic: It’s not going
to be like this forever. So I wanted to continue having some-
thing creative to do. I have to be creative to be happy. I don’t
have a strong sense of self-worth unless I'm doing something.
Iwas adifferent personbefore I started to write. When Ireal-
ized I could be a songwriter and that people would listen—
that was when I started feeling good in my life.

7}You’ve said you had writer’s block when trying to work on
the next No Doubt record. Have you overcome it? I just
wrote a song, which is really exciting! It’s not even done and
I’ve listened to it two billion times already. It’s like I can’t
stop. 'm embarrassed—if my husband comes in and I'm
listening to it, 'm like, I'm sorry.

81 Tell us about your boys—what are their personalities like,
and which one of their parents do people say they look most
like? They are totally different, and they look totally different.
Kingston didn’t like the fans on tour. He doesn’t like having
his photo taken or the paparazzi. We call him Sid, like Sid Vi-
cious. He’s a little punk, he really is. Zuma is more of a
show-off. He wants everyone to watch him, and he’s a goof-
ball, and he’s really silly. He’s a funny guy. People say Zuma
looks like my dad, and like me more—and obviously Kingston
looks exactly like Gavin from head to toe. It’s crazy how
the second child is so different from the first and has the
same parents.

9} Does Kingston pick out hisown clothes? He has suchacool
style, and he really seems to own it. I know! At that age they
like tobein control of everything, so Ilethim choose. Luckily,
everything in his closet is cute, so no matter what he picks,
he’s gonna look good. For a while he was into costumes. Now

he doesn’t ever want to wear shoes.




“I archive and store my onstage
costumes. It’s so cute when
you pull out an outfit and it’s
all complete with shoes and
socks and everything.”
Dolce & Gabbana lace dress and

silk bodysuit. Chanel leather
. and crystal gloves.
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perform—it’s all about
making things up.”
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“Bringing the lace in
was a great layering
element for my collection,”
says Stefani of the early- -
Madonna-esque pieces.
“And I am really excited
about the leggings!”

LAMB lace tank and

leggings and leather
shoes. Louis Vuitton
metal bracelets.
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10} What do you miss about L.A. when you’re living in Lon-
don, and vice versa? I miss my family when I'm in England.
And when I’'min L.A., I miss the role I have when I'm in Lon-
don. Usually I'm not working there, so Gavin spoils me and T
get tobe really dependent. I don’t drive when I'm there, and I
like that. It’s a different lifestyle to be able to walk to the little
village and get milk. I take Kingston to the gym with me, with
no nanny or assistant, and that would be very rare in L.A.—
thatI could actually go somewhere on my own. Things can get
out of hand with the paparazzi, so I don’t feel safe.

11}Do you or your kids adopt an accent when you’re over
there? Not me, I can’t even pretend. But kids are like little
sponges. Once in a while Kingston will pick up a word, like
“I'm going to have a bahhth.” And I'm like, really? A bahhth!
12}When | interviewed Gavin years ago, he said he prides
himself on being an excellent gift
giver. Do you ever drop any hints
about what you want? Oh, no, we’re
not allowed to do that. It’s just old-
fashioned gift giving. He goes all out,
you know? He’s a romantic, so it’s
good. He is a creative guy, and he’s
amazingly inspiring with that cre-
ativity. We had a really good Christ-
mas last year; it was fun getting gifts
for the kids.

13} How do you and Gavin coordinate
your outfits for a red-carpet event—
is his outfit based on your dress? We
just do our own thing, and it always
seems to work. He has such great style.
I getideasfromalot of his clothes for the women’s clothing line
because I like that kind of mixture. I use a lot of stuff in his
closet. I'll be like, Ooh, we should do a girl version of this!
14}Let’s talk about your closet. With all your LAMB collec-
tions, and pieces by Galliano and Vivienne Westwood, tell
us:What’sitlikeinthere? It’sreallyawork of art. T have avery,
very large closet. Girls fall on the ground when they walk
in. They’ll be like, ‘T just want fo stay in here!” It’s awesome.
I keep all my main costumes and archive my favorite things,
and I've held on to so many of the things I've designed in the
past seven years, so you can imagine how many clothes there
are. It’s insanity. I just cleaned out my closet, and I had, like,
20 bags of stuff. Usually I let all my friends and family just go
nuts, but this time I'm going to do an auction and give it to
charity. Imean, why should my sister always get it?

15} You’ve even worn red lipstick while jogging. Is there any
time you don’t wear it? No, I wear it all the time. I wear pink,
I'wear gloss, I wear everything, but my husband prefers when

“Tlove
designing
because it’s not
a big eflort to
do it. I always
have ideas.”

Iwearred, so I want him to like me still! I remember the first
time I ever wore dark lipstick. I was maybe 18, and I can
remember the moment I put it on—in my Honda Prelude that
bought for, like, $3,000—and looking in the mirror going,
“Good, I'like that.” Never again did I stop wearing it.

16 How do you get motivated to work out so religiously?
I'like to wear clothes. That’s the only reason. You can’t make a
whole fashion collection and not be able to fit in it. Plus, I feel
so much better. And if you work out, then you can eat!

17} What advice can you give to women who see your post-
baby body and feel inspired? I have to work out before noon
or I won’t do it. You just have to get what you want in your
head. It’s hard, but it’s like a domino effect once you see the
results. I think I'm like the average person when it comes to
all those things, soif I can do it, then I think anyone can do it.
18} What’s your favorite meal to
cook, your signature dish? I don’t
cook.Icantoastinthetoaster.Ican
pour and set the table. No, Gavin is
the one. It’s not even an option, he
is so passionate about it. He cooks
every day. He loves to go grocery
shopping and find different things.
I'm really lucky. It’s actually lucky
and hard at the same time because
sometimes you want to be fit and
not eat it, but you have to eat it.
19} Are you and Gavin going to try
foralittle girl? Someone should get
to inherit your wardrobe! I don’t
know. Having children is the hard-
est thing I've ever done. No one could have prepared me for
how awesome it is, and how hard. And having two boys—
there’s a lot of energy. I mean, it does seem weird that I don’t
have a girl, but I feel like I'm running out of time. I also don’t
want to spread myself so thin that I can’t even be good for
them. Poor Zuma, he’d be the middle guy. I'm not focusing on
it right now, but it’s not up to me anyway, you know? These
things are miracles, so we’ll see. Otherwise, the clothes are
probably going to go to some girlfriend of Kingston’s!

20f What doyou consider to be your biggest career achieve-
ment to date? Walking through an airport in Israel, and sol-
diers with machine guns coming up and being like, “Don’t
Speak.” Or meeting kids who tell you that you've changed
their lives because the music is so powerful. Or seeing girls
who are wearing my clothes and saved all their money to
get them, and suddenly they have this style and “this is who
I'am,” and at that age it’s really important. I get to meet all
those people, and it makes me feel so good. W




