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The Third Sunday of Advent 
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ORGAN VOLUNTARY Dr. Jeffrey Campbell 
“O Sapientia” Cecilia McDowall 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
AN ORDER FOR THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
Officiant:       Shower, O heavens, from above and let the skies rain righteousness, 
People:           Let the earth open, that salvation may spring up. 
 
Officiant:       Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts. 
People:           Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts. 
Officiant:       Show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved: 
People:           O Lord God of hosts. 
Officiant:       Glory to the father and the Son and the Holy Spirit 
People:           Come and save us, O Lord God of hosts. 
 
Officiant:       Show us your mercy, O Lord: 
People:           And grant us your salvation. 
Officiant:       Let us pray. 
Lord, we beseech you, give ear to our prayers and shed your light upon our hearts by your 
gracious presence; who lives and reigns with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

—THE WORD OF GOD—
 

SEASONAL OPENING HYMN 481  
“Rejoice, the Lord is King” 
 

1. Rejoice, the Lord is King! Your Lord 
and Kind adore! Mortals, give 
thanks and sign, and triumph ever 
more. Lift up your heart! Lift up 
your voice! Rejoice! Again I say, 
rejoice! 

 
2. The Lord the Savior reigns, the God 

of truth and love: when he had 
purged our stains, he took his seat 
above. Life up your heart! Lift up 
your voice! Rejoice! Again I say, 
rejoice! 

3. His kingdom cannot fail; he rules o’er 
earth and heaven; the keys of death 
and hell to Christ the Lord are given. 
Lift up your heart! Lift up your voice! 
Rejoice! Again I say, rejoice!  
 

4. Rejoice in glorious hope! Our Lord the 
Judge shall come, and take his 
servants up to their eternal home. Lift 
up your heart! Lift up your voice! 
Rejoice! Again I say, rejoice! 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 

Deacon: Come to us this day, O God, 
People: Come to us with light. 

A candle is brought to the altar, 
 

Deacon: Come to us this day, O God,  
People:   Speak to us your truth. 

A Bible is brought to the altar. 
 

Deacon: Come to us this day, O God,  
People: Be with us in love. 

A cross is brought to the altar. 
 

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
 People: And also with you. 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Heavenly Lord, you long for the world’s salvation: stir us from apathy, 
restrain us from excess and revive in us new hope that all creation will one 
day be healed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 All:  Amen. 
 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                  LUKE 3: 

7-18 
Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 

 People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Then John said to the crowds who came to be baptized by him, “You children of snakes! Who 
warned you to escape from the angry judgment that is coming soon? Produce fruit that shows 
you have changed your hearts and lives. And don’t even think about saying to yourselves, 
Abraham is our father. I tell you that God is able to raise up Abraham’s children from these 
stones. The ax is already at the root of the trees. Therefore, every tree that doesn’t produce 
good fruit will be chopped down and tossed into the fire.” The crowds asked him, “What then 
should we do?” He answered, “Whoever has two shirts must share with the one who has none, 
and whoever has food must do the same.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized. They said to 
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him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He replied, “Collect no more than you are authorized to 
collect.” Soldiers asked, “What about us? What should we do?” He answered, “Don’t cheat or 
harass anyone, and be satisfied with your pay.” The people were filled with expectation, and 
everyone wondered whether John might be the Christ. John replied to them all, “I baptize you 
with water, but the one who is more powerful than me is coming. I’m not worthy to loosen the 
strap of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. The shovel he uses to sift 
the wheat from the husks is in his hands. He will clean out his threshing area and bring the 
wheat into his barn. But he will burn the husks with a fire that can’t be put out.” With many 
other words John appealed to them, proclaiming good news to the people. 

Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord. 
 People: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE HOMILY The Rev’d Frank Williams 

 
THE NICENE CREED

 

Celebrant: We believe in one God, 
People:      the Father, the Almighty, 
          maker of heaven and earth, 
          of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end.  
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
(After the Intercessor completes each prayer, the people respond) 

Intercessor:  God, in your mercy,  
People: Hear our prayer. 

 
THE PEACE 

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

 

PRAYER FOR BIRTHDAYS 
All: Watch over your children, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide 

them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort 
them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their 
hearts may your peace, which passes all understanding, abide all the days 
of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM The Saint Nicholas Choir 
“Adam lay ybounden”, Boris Ord 
 

Adam lay ybounden, Bounden in a bond; Four thousand winter Thought he not too long. And 
all was for an apple, An apple that he took, As clerkes finden written in their book. Nay had 

the apple taken been, The apple taken been, Nay had never our lady Abeen heavenly queen. 
Blessed be the time That apple taken was, Therefore we moun singen, Deo gracias, deo 

gracias! 
 
 

—THE HOLY COMMUNION— 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.  
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 People: And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Celebrant: It is the joy of our salvation, God of the universe, to give you thanks through 

Jesus Christ: because on the first day of the week he overcame death and the 
grave and opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all your saints, who are as countless as the stars in the sky, we 
praise you for our creation and our calling as we sing: 

 

THE SANCTUS S-128 Setting by William Mathias 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER CONTINUES 

Celebrant: Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. 
People: You are the source of all life and goodness. 
Celebrant: Through your eternal Word you created everything that is, and made us in 

your image. When we sinned and turned away from your love, you called 
us back to yourself, and gave your Son to be human like we are. 

People: Born to the Virgin Mary, he came to the rescue of our human race. 
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Dying for us, he trampled death and conquered sin. 
Celebrant: By the glory of his resurrection he opened the way to eternal life and by his 

ascension, gave us the sure hope that where he is, we will be also. 
People: On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, 
and said: 

Celebrant: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” ✠  
 

 (Pause for the elevation) 
 
 
 

Celebrant: As supper was ending,  
People: Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said: 
Celebrant: “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the new Covenant, which is 

poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you 

drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” ✠   
 

 (Pause for the elevation) 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
Celebrant: Remembering now the suffering and death and proclaiming the resurrection 

and ascension of Jesus our Redeemer, we bring before you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood 
of Christ. 

All: Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation 

✠, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made. 
Celebrant: Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. 
People: AMEN! 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

THE FRACTION 
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Celebrant: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People: Therefore let us keep the feast.  
 

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION ANTHEM The Saint Nicholas Choir 

“Vater unser”, Arvo Pärt 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us out trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us, And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 

COMMUNION HYMN 56  
“O come, O come, Emmanuel” 
 

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and 
ransom captive Israel, that mourns in 
lonely exile here until the Son of God 
appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel! 

2. O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 
who orderest all things mightily; to us 
the path of knowledge show, and 
teach us in her ways to go. Rejoice! 
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to 
thee, O Israel! 

3. O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 
who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height in 
ancient times didst give the law, in 
cloud, and majesty, and awe. Rejoice! 
Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to 
thee, O Israel!  

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 
People:  God of abundance, you have fed us with real spiritual food; you have 

united us with Christ and one another; and you have made us one with all 
your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of 
your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and 
continue forever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ.   
All:  Thanks be to God!    
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THE LAST GOSPEL 
In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God. The Word 
was with God in the beginning. Everything came into being through the Word, and without the 
Word nothing came into being. What came into being through the Word was life, and the life 
was the light for all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn’t extinguish 
the light. A man named John was sent from God. He came as a witness to testify concerning the 
light, so that through him everyone would believe in the light. He himself wasn’t the light, but 
his mission was to testify concerning the light. The true light that shines on all people was 
coming into the world. The light was in the world, and the world came into being through the 
light, but the world didn’t recognize the light. The light came to his own people, and his own 
people didn’t welcome him. But those who did welcome him, those who believed in his name, 
he authorized to become God’s children, born not from blood nor from human desire or 
passion, but born from God. The Word became flesh and made his home among us. We have 
seen his glory, glory like that of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 
CLOSING HYMN 598                          

“Prepare the way, O Zion”
  

1. Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is 
drawing near! Let every hill and valley 
a level way appear. Greet One who 
comes in glory, foretold in sacred 
story. Oh, blest is Christ that came in 
God’s most holy name. 

 

2. He brings God’s rule, O Zion; he comes 
from heaven above. His rule is peace 
and freedom, and justice, truth, and 
love. Lift high your praise resounding, 
for grace and joy abounding. Oh, blest 
is Christ that came in God’s most holy 
name.  

 
3. Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your 

savior’s rule embrace. His tidings of 
salvation proclaim in every place. All 
lands will bow before him, their 
voices will adore him. Oh, blest is 
Christ that came in God’s most holy 
name.  

 
 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Dr. Jeffrey Campbell                             
“Now come, Savior of the nations” BWV 661 J.S. Bach 
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