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Mission Statement:
The Ouabache Land Conservancy
protects, preserves and restores
land in west central Indiana to
provide habitat for wildlife, maintain natural scenic beauty, improve water quality, and secure
the means to produce food and
fiber for future generations.

J AC KS ON /S C H N Y D E R N AT UR E P RES E RVE
DEDICATION
The Indiana Natural Resource Commission dedicated the Jackson/Schnyder Nature
Preserve in Vigo County at its November 17,
2009 meeting. On October 31st, in anticipation of the Natural Resource Commission’s
dedication, a ceremony was held at the entrance to the preserve. On a beautiful Halloween morning, many friends and family of
the Jacksons and the Schnyders were able to
participate in this wonderful event. Speakers
included: Bud Sharp (President, Sycamore
Trails Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D) Council, Inc., Paul Newport
(Grandson of Julius & Edna Schnyder), John
Bacone (Director, Indiana Division of Nature
Preserves), Dr. David Behrs (President, St.
Mary-of-the-Woods College) and Dr. Marion
Jackson. After the ceremony, Dr. Jackson led
members of the Wabash Valley Audubon Society and others on a nature hike through the
new preserve.
The Jackson/Schnyder Nature Preserve
joins three other dedicated preserves in Vigo
County, which raises the total area permanently protected through Nature Preserve
status to 85 acres. The others are as follows:

R. Kermit Flesher Memorial State Nature
Preserve (Vigo County Parks & Recreation
Department), Dobbs Memorial Nature Preserve (Terre Haute City Parks & Recreation
Board), and Little Bluestem Prairie Nature
Preserve (Indiana State University). The
Indiana Division of Nature Preserves administers all of the approximately 226 dedicated nature preserves involving more than
32,000 acres in the State. As is evident in
Vigo County, ownership of nature preserves
is varied. The Jackson/Schnyder Nature
Preserve is currently owned by Sycamore
Trails RC&D Council, Inc.; with plans to
transfer ownership to the Ouabache Land
Conservancy upon approval of its non-profit
status application. The property was donated late last year by Dr. Marion Jackson.
It is named in his honor and in honor of the
previous owners, Julius & Edna Schnyder.
The Preserve is located just west of the
village of St. Mary-of-the-Woods in Vigo
County, Indiana. No trees have been cut
on the property for the more than 70 years
that the Jacksons and the Schnyders have
owned the property. Under Dr. Jackson’s
(Continued on page 2)
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Jackson-Schnyder Nature Preserve Dedication Ceremony
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tutelage, the property has been used as an
outdoor laboratory for students from Indiana State University and St. Mary-of-theWoods College for the last 40 years. It is
intended that these institutions, as well as
other schools, the general public, conservation groups such as TREES, Inc., etc., will
utilize the Preserve’s beautiful natural resources for both education and communing with nature in non-destructive and noncollecting activities.
The Preserve is approximately 15 acres
with 11 acres of rolling mature forest dissected by two deep ravines and intermittent streams including Little Sugar Creek
on the east. About 25 species of trees are
present with oak, hickory, ash and tulip
poplar trees being the most common. Majestic red oaks are the dominant species
on this site. In addition, the uncommon
Kentucky coffee tree occurs here. Spring
wildflowers are especially showy, including
celandine poppy, nodding trillium and larkspur. Four acres formerly in soybeans have

now been planted to Tallgrass prairie. The
Ouabache Land Conservancy cooperated with
the Wabash Valley Audubon Society and
Bruce Marheine, Wildlife Land and Resource
Management, to plant this prairie in June
2009. Ten species of grasses and sedges
(such as Big & Little Bluestem, Indian Grass,
and Prairie Dropseed) and 38 species of native forbs (such as Dense Blazing Star, Compass Plant, and Rattlesnake Master) were
drilled into this former soybean field. It will
be very exciting to monitor the progress of
this prairie planting for the next few years
and for our children and children’s children to
do the same!
The Ouabache Land Conservancy will
protect this site from development and continue to manage the site for research and
teaching at all levels. Field trips for organizations and individuals are welcome. Thank
you, Dr. Marion Jackson, for having the forethought to protect the Jackson/Schnyder
Nature Preserve in perpetuity!

EROSION CONTROL COMPLETED AT
JACKSON/SCHNYDER NATURE PRESERVE

It will be very exciting to
monitor the progress of
this prairie planting for
the next few years...

"Compass Plant (Silphium

laciniatum) at the Newport
Work has been completed recently to remediate the eroded area along the south edge of
Chemical Depot prairie located
the Tallgrass prairie at the Jackson/Schnyder Nature Preserve in Vigo County.
in Vermillion County, Indiana."
The great flood of 2008 altered the course of a small stream on the property. This new
Photo by Philip Cox
course of the stream caused soil erosion along the south edge of the Tallgrass prairie planted
in the spring of 2009. The historical flow of the water has been reestablished by a local excavation contractor to allow the water to go through a
wooded area to the roadside ditch. The Vigo County
Highway Department has excavated the ditch to allow the
water to flow along the road to a creek at the east end of
the preserve. The county has also installed a new culvert
under the entrance to the preserve replacing the old one
that had deteriorated over the years.
Members of the Ouabache Land Conservancy removed several trees in the roadside ditch prior to the
county’s work that impeded the water flow with the assistance of Duke Energy. After the excavation contractor
had completed the grading of the eroded area and work
through the wooded area to the road side ditch, winter
wheat was sown and straw was spread on the exposed
soil by more OLC members.
Future projects at Jackson/Schnyder Nature Preserve
will include the construction of a walking trail through the
forested hillsides and removal of several invasive plant
species such as Asian Bush honeysuckle, Multiflora
Rose, Autumn Olive, and Burning Bush.
The Ouabache Land Conservancy is privileged to be
given stewardship of this wonderful property and looks (L to R) Marion Jackson, Carson Cox, and Pat Goodwin survey erosion
Photo by Philip Cox
control work.
forward to enhancement projects in the years ahead.
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
It has been a very eventful year for the Ouabache Land Conservancy. We have dedicated
our first Nature Preserve, have been involved in efforts to conserve valuable habitat at
the Newport Chemical Depot, and have made many new friends and contacts who are
dedicated to conservation in West Central Indiana.
My top three goals for Ouabache Land Conservancy in the coming year are:
1. Obtain 501(c)(3) status and separate the organization from Sycamore Trails
RC&D Council.
2. Plan and execute a public outreach program to obtain new members and volunteers.
3. Prepare a service area Conservation Plan using the GIS Heritage Data Base.
At our first meeting of the new year on January 5th, Thomas O. Swinford, Regional Ecologist, Central Indiana, IDNR Division of Nature Preserves, will help us get started on #3 by
presenting a program on generating a Conservation Plan.
You will be hearing a lot more about these and other goals very soon. I look forward to
working with our Officers, Directors and especially our new Advisory Board members as
we continue to develop and grow the Ouabache Land Conservancy.

Dave Burns

A B O U T O U A B A C H E L A N D C O N S E R VA N C Y

Officers:
President:
Dave Burns
VP of Programs:
Hansford Mann
VP of Development:
Phil Cox
Secretary:
Bill Mitchell
Treasurer:
(vacant)
Board members:
Marion Jackson
Gerald McGlone
John Whitaker

Board Meetings:
The Ouabache Land Conservancy’s board meetings are open to its general membership and to
the public. Meetings are
currently held at 6:30 pm
on the first Tuesday of
each month in Room 205
of Indiana State University’s Science Building.
Come visit us!

The Ouabache (pronounced Wabash) Land Conservancy was founded in 2007 as a
land trust. There are currently over 1,700 land trusts in the United States (26 in Indiana). The function of most land trusts is to protect natural lands and farmlands from
development. Some land trusts also focus on historic sites.
OLC serves west central Indiana, including Clay, Fountain, Montgomery, Owen, Parke,
Putnam, Sullivan, Vermillion, and Vigo Counties.

WANT TO BECOME A MEMBER?
Anyone can become a general member and supporter of OLC and we welcome all!
We need more members and invite anyone to attend our meetings who has an interest in
preserving natural and agricultural lands for future generations.
We currently meet at 6:30 pm on the first Tuesday night of each month in Room 205
of the Science Building on the Indiana State University campus in Terre Haute.
Ouabache Land Conservancy especially needs people whose love for nature would
motivate them to serve on our board or on a committee. We can use individuals with
naturalist knowledge, real estate skills, website or newsletter experience, connections to
other organizations for outreach events, and many other things, including the enthusiasm
to help where needed most.

OF

Flower of Pawpaw Tree

Sycamore Trails RC&D Council, Inc.
1007 Mill Pond Lane, Suite B
Greencastle, IN 46135-1887

JOIN

OR

RENEW

YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR

2010

Yes! I want to be a member of Ouabache Land Conservancy and help with its important conservation work!
I am enclosing a tax-deductible contribution in the amount of:

$25 $50 $100 $250 $500 $1,000 $2,500 $5,000

Other amount:___________

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________________________
Home phone ( _______) ______________________

State________

Zip Code _____________________

Work phone (_______) _________________________

Cell phone (_______)_________________________ E-mail _____________________________________________________
Would you prefer to receive newsletters & written communications via email______

Please make checks payable to Sycamore Trails RC&D
Mail to:

or hard copy via US Postal Service ____

with “Ouabache Land Conservancy” on the memo line.

Ouabache Land Conservancy
c/o Sycamore Trails RC&D
1007 Mill Pond Lane, Suite B
Greencastle, IN 46135-1887

