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Election 2020 
Proposed Virginia Constitutional Amendment 

Redistricting Commission 
On the November 3

rd
 Ballot  

 

 

BALLOT QUESTION #1: Should the Constitution of Virginia be amended to establish a redistricting 

commission, consisting of eight members of the General Assembly and eight citizens of the Commonwealth, 

that is responsible for drawing the congressional and state legislative districts that will be subsequently voted 

on, but not changed by, the General Assembly and enacted without the Governor's involvement and to give the 

responsibility of drawing districts to the Supreme Court of Virginia if the redistricting commission fails to draw 

districts or the General Assembly fails to enact districts by certain deadlines? YES/NO 

 
 

EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT: The proposed amendment would 

shift the responsibility of drawing election districts from the General Assembly and the Governor to a bipartisan 

commission, made up of 16 persons, half being members of the General Assembly and half being citizens of the 

Commonwealth. This commission would draw the election districts for the U.S. House of Representatives, the 

state Senate, and the House of Delegates and then submit the maps to the General Assembly for approval. If the 

commissioners are unable to agree on proposals for maps by a certain date, or if the General Assembly does not 

approve the submitted maps by a certain date, the commission is allotted additional time to draw new districts, 

but if maps are not then submitted or approved, the Supreme Court of Virginia becomes responsible for drawing 

these election districts.  

 

The eight legislative commissioners are appointed by the political party leadership in the state Senate and the 

House of Delegates, with an equal number from each house and from each major political party. The eight 

citizen commissioners are picked by a committee of five retired circuit court judges. Four of the retired judges 

are selected by party leaders in the Senate and the House from a list compiled by the Chief Justice of the 

Supreme Court of Virginia. These four judges pick the fifth judge from the same list. This selection committee 

then chooses citizen commissioners from lists created by party leaders in the Senate and the House. Members 

and employees of Congress or the General Assembly cannot be citizen commissioners. Each party leader in 

each house gives the selection committee a list of at least 16 candidates, and the committee picks two from each 

list for a total of eight citizen commissioners.  

 

For a plan to be submitted for the General Assembly’s approval, at least six of the eight citizen commissioners 

and at least six of the eight legislative commissioners must agree to it. Additionally, for plans for General 
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Assembly districts to be submitted, at least three of the four Senators on the commission have to agree to the 

Senate districts plan and at least three of the four Delegates on the commission have to agree to the House of 

Delegates districts plan.  

 

The General Assembly cannot make any changes to these plans, and the Governor cannot veto any plan 

approved by the General Assembly. The amendment also adds a requirement that districts provide, where 

practicable, opportunities for racial and ethnic communities to elect candidates of their choice.  

 

A “yes” vote will make a bipartisan commission responsible for the initial drawing of election districts.  

 

A “no” vote will leave the sole responsibility for drawing the districts with the General Assembly and the 

Governor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yes – For the Measure: Proponents say: 1. The redistricting commission amendment to the constitution 

provides for a balanced, bipartisan legislator and citizen membership chaired by a citizen—with meetings and 

data that are open to the public—and historic, new voting rights protections for racial and ethnic minorities. 2. 

As a constitutional amendment, the General Assembly can no longer draw the voting maps to the advantage of 

one party or the other. If the maps fail to be drawn or enacted, the responsibility for drawing the maps transfers 

to the state’s highest court, which is a best practice in other states with redistricting reform. In the past, courts 

have engaged “special masters” who are experts in drawing voting districts.  
 

No – Against the Measure: Opponents say: 1. The redistricting commission amendment does not provide for 

an independent commission composed solely of citizens. 2. If the redistricting commission fails to draw district 

maps or the General Assembly fails to enact district maps by certain deadlines, the responsibility of drawing 

districts will transfer to the Supreme Court of Virginia, comprised of seven justices who are elected by a 

majority vote of each house of the General Assembly for a term of twelve years. A constitutional amendment 

does not allow for any flexibilities if the Supreme Court of Virginia chooses to draw the districts in a partisan 

manner. 
 

SOURCES 

The Explanation was written by nonpartisan legislative staff and was approved by Senate Privileges and 

Elections, 07/08/2020, with House Privileges and Elections edits: https://www.virginiamercury.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/07/2020quest_redistrictingcommission_DRAFT_SPEapproved.pdf 

 

This Pros and Cons document was prepared by The League of Women Voters of the Fairfax Area Education 

Fund.  
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