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Overview of State Driver’s License and Auto Insurance Legislation  

for Youth in Foster Care 

State legislatures have begun to examine statutes around enabling youth in foster care to obtain driver’s 

licenses. The 2014 federal Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act requires states to 

provide youth preparing to “age out” of foster care with several important documents, including driver’s 

licenses, to better prepare them for adulthood. Federal legislation also requires states implement a 

variety of “normalcy” policies intended to improve young peoples’ transition from foster care into 

adulthood by providing youth the opportunity to engage in a range of developmentally and age-

appropriate experiences necessary for healthy emotional and social development, such as obtaining a 

driver’s license. 

Driver’s License Education. State lawmakers have enacted laws to assist youth in obtaining driver’s 

licenses and auto insurance. These laws seek to remove barriers to driver’s licensing, including reducing 

fees or covering the costs of driver’s license education, licensing and testing; reimbursing foster parents 

for the cost of driver’s education; and allowing foster parents to sign off on youths’ driver’s license 

applications. 

Auto Insurance. States also have enacted legislation to reduce or waive fees associated with auto 

insurance; reimburse foster parents for the cost of auto insurance; allow the child welfare agency to 

cover the costs of youths’ auto insurance; and allow youth to directly purchase auto insurance. 

Below is a summary and chart of state legislation and policy, including 2017 legislation, related to 

driver’s licenses and auto insurance for youth in care. The summary is arranged by topic and the chart 

lists each state’s driver’s license and auto insurance provisions, with citations and links. 

Driver’s License Education: Reduce Costs/ Department Pays Costs/Remove Barriers 

States have introduced and enacted legislation to reduce the costs of licensing education and training, 

allow the department to pay for licensing and develop other policies to remove barriers to licensing 

faced by young people in care. 

 

 

http://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/preventing-sex-trafficking-and-strengthening-families-act-of-2014.aspx
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2017 Legislation 

• Florida lawmakers made permanent a 3-year pilot program, initiated in 2014, that required the 

department to cover the costs of driver’s license education, licensure and insurance. 

• Indiana 2017 legislation allows 16 – 18-year old youth in care to obtain an identification card, 

learner's permit, or operator's license without paying a fee. 

• North Carolina pending 2017 legislation would establish a two-year pilot program that would 

reimburse foster youth for driver’s education programs and the costs of insurance. 

• South Carolina 2017 enacted legislation requires the department of social services to establish a 

program to pay for certain expenses related to obtaining driver’s licenses for children in care, 

fifteen years and older, with exceptions. 

• Washington lawmakers enacted legislation, pending the availability of appropriations, that 

requires the department of social and health services to contract with a private, nonprofit 

organization to provide driver's license support for foster youth, including youth receiving 

extended foster care services.  

Existing Statutes 

Hawaii statutes require the department to sign off on driver’s education applications for foster youth; 

Idaho allows the department to pay for the costs of driver’s education, licensing and permits; Iowa 

allows foster youth who qualify for reduced and free lunch to qualify for reduced and free driver’s 

education programs at public schools; Mississippi enables youth 17 or older to sign off on their own 

driver’s license applications, but those youth can’t drive without liability insurance; and, Oregon 

requires the department of transportation to reimburse the department of human services for costs 

associated with driver’s education courses for youth in foster care. In Tennessee, the department pays 

for costs associated with driver’s education; Texas (exempts youth in foster care from licensing fees) and 

In the District of Columbia, the department pays the costs of driver’s education for youth in foster care.  

Driver’s License Education: Foster Parent Permission for Driving Practice/Foster Parent Sign Off 

on Driver’s License Application/Foster Parent Reimbursed for Costs of Driver’s License Application 

Several states have enacted legislation to enable foster parents to better assist youth in their care to 

obtain driver’s licenses. 

2017 Legislation 

• Indiana enacted legislation that will allow 16 – 18-year old youth in care to complete driving 

practice with individuals approved by the department.  

• Kentucky enacted legislation that will allow youth in foster care to sign their own applications 

for driver’s licenses, however, the foster parent is required to use the prudent and reasonable 

parenting standard to determine if the child is developmentally ready to apply for the license. 

• North Carolina introduced legislation (still pending as of 5/21/17) that would establish a two-

year pilot program that will reimburse, on a first-come, first-served basis, youth and caregivers' 

costs associated with driver’s license education, driver’s license fees, insurance costs, and any 

other costs associated with obtaining a driver’s license. 

• South Carolina enacted legislation that allows foster parents to sign driver’s license applications 

for unemancipated youth. 
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Existing Statutes 

Arkansas authorizes foster parents to sign the driver’s license application of youth in their care; Utah 

reimburses foster parents for costs associated with youth driver’s education and licensing; and, Virginia 

allows foster parents to sign off on applications for driver’s licenses for youth in their care. 

Driver’s License Education: Foster Child Bill of Rights/Documents Required to be Given to Youth 

at Age 18 

In response to requirements of the Preventing Sex Trafficking and Strengthening Families Act, California, 

Oklahoma, Rhode Island (2017 pending), Texas, and Virginia require that youth in foster care receive 

certain documents upon reaching age 18, including driver’s licenses.  Arkansas, Oregon and Mississippi 

include obtaining driver’s licenses in foster youth bill of rights statutes and regulations. 

 

Auto Insurance:  Parent Reimbursed for Auto Insurance/Department Pays Costs of Auto 

Insurance/Removes Barriers to Auto Insurance 

States are also working to address barriers to youth obtaining driver’s licensing by removing or reducing 
auto insurance fees, allowing youth to directly contract for auto insurance or by reimbursing foster 
parents who cover foster youth under their own insurance plans.  

 
2017 Legislation 

 

• Arizona enacted legislation in 2017 that will allow a foster child or youth participating in an 
independent living program, who is 16 and has completed a driver education program, to 
contract for motor vehicle liability insurance.  

• Indiana lawmakers passed a law that will allow 16 to 18-year old youth in care to contract for a 
policy of motor vehicle insurance, but the legislation does not specify that the foster parent or 
department is required to cover the costs of auto insurance.   

• Nebraska introduced legislation (pending 2/7/17 notice of hearing) that would allow for a child 
16 years of age or older to contract for the cash purchase of a motor vehicle and the purchase of 
a motor vehicle insurance policy, with the consent of the court. The child is responsible for 
paying the costs of the insurance premiums and the child’s transition planning is to include 
information, planning and assistance on obtaining a driver’s license. The new law also requires 
the Normalcy Task Force, with assistance and collaboration from the Department of 
Administrative Services and other named agencies, to examine costs and benefits of 
implementing a program under which children in foster care may be insured under a motor 
vehicle insurance policy; a report is due to legislature on or before September 15, 2018.  
 
 

Existing Statute 
 
Arkansas reimburses foster parents for auto insurance costs; Florida allows foster youth to apply 
directly for auto insurance; Georgia requires the state to purchase insurance for youth and foster 
parents; Hawaii requires the department is to cover the cost of youth’s auto insurance if parents are 
unable to; additionally, the department is to develop a program that establishes no premiums for youth 

http://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/preventing-sex-trafficking-and-strengthening-families-act-of-2014.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/human-services/foster-care-bill-of-rights.aspx
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in care; Idaho, foster parents are reimbursed for costs associated with auto insurance; Kentucky allows 
youth in care to sign for auto insurance on their own; Missouri provides a specialized insurance policy 
for foster youth who do not own their own vehicle; foster youth can apply for insurance coverage in 
their own name, but the policy does not cover damage to the vehicle. North Carolina permits foster 
parents to allow youth in care to drive their vehicles that are covered by a North Carolina non-owner 
insurance policy. North Carolina also allows foster parents to add youth to their own insurance policies. 
Tennessee allows the department to help with insurance premiums for youth in extended foster care. 

 
 
 

INTRODUCED, PENDING, ENACTED 2017 SESSION LEGISLATION 
DRIVER’S LICENSE EDUCATION AND AUTO INSURANCE  

FOR YOUTH IN FOSTER CARE 

DRIVER’S LICENSE EDUCATION AUTO INSURANCE 
State Reduce costs of 

driver’s education/ 
department pays 
fees/remove 
barriers 

Foster parent 
permission driving 
practice/foster 
parent signs off on 
driver’s 
license/foster 
parent reimbursed 
for driver’s 
education 

Foster Child Bill of 
Rights/ documents 
required to be given 
to youth at age 18 

Remove fees/ reduce rates/ 
foster parent reimbursed 
for insurance/youth 
directly contract for 
insurance/ department 
pays for insurance/remove 
barriers to insurance 

AZ    Senate Bill 1341 (Governor 
signed 5/2/17) 
Allows a foster child or 
youth participating in an 
independent living program, 
who is 16 and has 
completed a driver 
education program, to 
contract for motor vehicle 
liability insurance. 

FL 2017 Senate Bill 60 
(approved by 
Governor 5/1/17; 
Chapter No. 2017-
8) 
Makes the pilot 
program 
permanent. See 
also HB 217 (laid 
on table; same as 
SB 60) 

   

GA House Bill 974 (last 
action 2/16/16) 

   

https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/?BillNumber=SB1341&SessionID=117
https://apps.azleg.gov/BillStatus/BillOverview/?BillNumber=SB1341&SessionID=117
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/0060/?Tab=BillText
https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/0217/?Tab=RelatedBills
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20152016/HB/974
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allows for youth in 
care to apply for an 
instructional 
permit or driver’s 
license as a minor 
with the signature 
of another 
responsible adult 
or employee of 
child-caring 
institution or 
group-care facility. 

IN 2017 Senate Bill 
366, Public Law 
116, Signed by 
Governor 4/12/17 
Driver's licenses for 
foster children. 
 
Allows an 
individual who is at 
least 16 years of 
age but less than 
18 years of age and 
is under the care 
and supervision of 
the department of 
child services 
(department) to: 
obtain an 
identification card, 
learner's permit, or 
operator's license 
without paying a 
fee. 

2017 Senate Bill 
366, Public Law 116 
Driver's licenses for 
foster children.  
Allows 16 to 18-year 
old youth in care to 
complete driving 
practice with 
individuals 
approved by the 
department. 

 2017 Senate Bill 366, Public 
Law 116 
Driver's licenses for foster 
children.  
Allows 16 to 18-year old 
youth in care to contract for 
a policy of motor vehicle 
insurance. Note that neither 
foster parent nor 
department is required to 
cover the costs of auto 
insurance. 

KY    2017 House Bill 192 
(signed 3/10/17) 
Allows a minor who is in 
custody to sign an 
application for an operator's 
license; requires the 
prudent parent standard be 
used to determine if a child 
is developmentally 
appropriate to apply for an 
operator's license, 
motorcycle operator's 
license, intermediate 

https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2017/bills/senate/366
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2017/bills/senate/366
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2017/bills/senate/366
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2017/bills/senate/366
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2017/bills/senate/366
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2017/bills/senate/366
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2017/bills/senate/366
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2017/bills/senate/366
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2017/bills/senate/366
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2017/bills/senate/366
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2017/bills/senate/366
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2017/bills/senate/366
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2017/bills/senate/366
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2017/bills/senate/366
https://openstates.org/ky/bills/2017RS/HB192/
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license, or any instruction 
permit. 

NE    2017 Nebraska LB 226 
(pending  notice of hearing 
3/9/17) allows for a child 16 
years of age or older to 
contract for the cash 
purchase of a motor vehicle 
and the purchase of a motor 
vehicle insurance policy, 
with the consent of the 
court. The child is 
responsible for paying the 
costs of the insurance 
premiums. 
Requires the child’s 
transition planning to 
include information, 
planning and assistance to 
obtain a driver’s license. 
Requires the Normalcy Task 
Force, with the assistance 
and 
collaboration from the 
Department of 
Administrative Services and 
other named agencies, to 
examine costs and benefits 
of implementing a program 
under which children in 
foster care may be insured 
under a motor vehicle 
insurance policy. Report due 
to legislature on or before 
September 15, 2018.  

NC 2017 North 
Carolina Senate Bill 
594 (pending 
4/20/17) Also see 
House Bill 608 
 
Establishes a two-
year pilot program 
that shall 
reimburse, on a 
first-come, first-
served basis, youth 
and caregivers' 

   

http://nebraskalegislature.gov/FloorDocs/Current/PDF/FN/LB226_20170308-140327.pdf
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/Sessions/2017/Bills/Senate/PDF/S594v1.pdf
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/Sessions/2017/Bills/Senate/PDF/S594v1.pdf
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/Sessions/2017/Bills/Senate/PDF/S594v1.pdf
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/gascripts/BillLookUp/BillLookUp.pl?Session=2017&BillID=H608
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costs associated 
with driver’s 
license education, 
driver’s license 
fees, insurance 
costs, and any 
other costs 
associated with 
obtaining a driver’s 
license. Requires a 
report and 
appropriates 
funding. 

RI   House Bill 5807 
(pending; introduced 
3/1/17) 

Requires 

documentation that a 

young adult who is 

being discharged from 

care receives 

documents including a 

driver’s license or 

state identification 

card. 
Also see Senate Bill 
669 (pending; 
introduced 3/29/17). 

 

SC   
2017 Senate Bill 198, 
Act No. 2 
Requires the 
department of 
social services to 
establish a 
program to pay for 
certain expenses 
related to 
obtaining driver’s 
licenses for 
children in care, 
fifteen years and 
older, with 
exceptions.  

 
2017 Senate Bill 198, Act 
No. 2 
 
Allows foster 
parents to sign 
driver’s license 
applications for 
unemancipated 
youth; grants 
exception to liability 
for, among others, 
foster parents. 

 2017 Senate Bill 198, Act No. 2 
 
Grants exception to liability 
for, among others, foster 
parents. 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText17/HouseText17/H5807.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText17/SenateText17/S0669.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText17/SenateText17/S0669.pdf
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=198&session=122&summary=B&headerfooter=1
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=198&session=122&summary=B&headerfooter=1
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=198&session=122&summary=B&headerfooter=1
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=198&session=122&summary=B&headerfooter=1
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/billsearch.php?billnumbers=198&session=122&summary=B&headerfooter=1
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TX 2017 House Bill 
3559 (pending) 
Requires the 
department to 
reimburse foster 
parents for costs 
associated with 
foster youth 
obtaining driver’s 
licenses including 
the driver’s 
education course, 
the license fee and, 
liability insurance. 
The department is 
to reimburse 
former foster 
youth under 21 for 
the costs of 
renewing a driver’s 
license and for 
liability insurance. 

 2017 House Bill 3338  

(pending)  
Requires the 
department and the 
department of public 
safety to develop 
procedures to ensure 
that a foster child 
obtains a driver’s 
license or personal 
identification card 
before the child leaves 
care. 

 

WA 2017 
House Bill 1808, 
Chapter 206  
 
 
See also Senate Bill 
5663 companion 
bill.  
 
ACT Relating to 
providing support 
for foster youth in 
obtaining drivers' 
licenses and 
automobile liability 
insurance;  
 
 (1) Subject to the 
availability of funds 
appropriated for 
this specific 
purpose, the 
department shall 
contract with a 
private nonprofit 
organization that 

   

http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=85R&Bill=HB3559
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=85R&Bill=HB3559
http://www.capitol.state.tx.us/BillLookup/History.aspx?LegSess=85R&Bill=HB3338
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1808&Year=2017
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1808&Year=2017
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1808&Year=2017
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5663&Year=2017
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5663&Year=2017
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agrees to provide 
driver's license 
support for foster 
youth, 15 – 21,  
including youth 
receiving extended 
foster care 
services. 
 
This support must 
include: 
(a) Reimbursement 
of fees necessary 
for a foster youth 
to obtain a driver's 
instruction permit, 
or license, fees, 
driver’s education 
fees; 
reimbursement of 
the increase in 
motor vehicle 
liability insurance 
costs incurred by 
foster parents, 
relative 
placements, or 
other foster 
placements adding 
a foster youth to 
his or her motor 
vehicle liability 
insurance policy. 
Requires a report 
to the department 
and legislature by 
12/1/19, to include 
the number of 
foster youth served 
by the program, 
the average cost 
per youth served, 
and 
recommendations 
for improvement.  
 
Appropriates 
$800,000 or much 
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as necessary, for 
the fiscal biennium 
ending June 30, 
2019, from the 
highway safety 
fund to the 
department of 
social and health 
services for the 
purposes of this 
act. 
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CURRENT STATUTES 
DRIVER’S LICENSE EDUCATION AND AUTO INSURANCE  

FOR YOUTH IN FOSTER CARE 
DRIVER’S LICENSE EDUCATION AUTO INSURANCE 

State Reduce costs of 
driver’s 
education/ 
department pays 
fees/remove 
barriers 

Foster parent 
permission driving 
practice/foster parent 
signs off on driver’s 
license/foster parent 
reimbursed for 
driver’s education 

Foster Child Bill of 
Rights/ documents 
required to be given to 
youth at age 18 

Remove fees/ reduce 
rates/ foster parent 
reimbursed for 
insurance/youth directly 
contract for insurance/ 
department pays for 
insurance/remove barriers 
to insurance 

AZ   A.R.S. § 8-529 Children 
in foster care; rights  
To receive help with 
obtaining a driver 
license, social security 
number, birth certificate 
or state  identification 
card, except that the 
foster parent shall have 
discretion to determine 
if the child is responsible 
and mature enough to 
become a licensed 
driver. 

 
 

AR  27-16-
702.  Application of 
minor for instruction 
permit, learner's 
license, or 
intermediate driver's 
license. 
 
(D) For a person under 
eighteen (18) years of 
age in care, an 
employee of the 
department or any 
foster parent is 
authorized to sign the 
driver’s license 
application, with 
background 
information including 
age, vision, driving 

A.C.A. § 9-27-363 
  
Foster youth transition  
Department to provide, 
at age 18 or before 
leaving care, whichever 
is later, his or her: (6) 
Driver's license or a 
state-issued official 
identification card. 

Ark. Admin. Code 
016.15.4-IX-D or AR ADC 

016.15.4-IX-D 
Foster parent may apply 
for reimbursement for 
costs to add foster youth to 
auto insurance. Youth may 
also request 
reimbursement for 
insurance; completion of a 
driver’s education course is 
not a requirement. 

http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/8/00529.htm
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
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record, information 
on any delinquency, 
school attendance and 
grades, enrollment in 
Chafee Foster Care 
Transitional Youth 
Services, and 
placement stability. 
 
(Pg. 40 of Foster 
Parent Handbook, 
Arkansas Department 
of Human Services, 
Division of Children 
and Family Services). 
Foster parent may 
sign off on 
application. 
 
If a foster parent 
elects to have the 
youth participate in a 
driver’s education 
course, DCFS funds 
may be utilized to pay 
enrollment or tuition 
fees on a 
reimbursement basis. 

CA   The court cannot 
terminate juvenile 
dependency jurisdiction 
over a youth in care who 
has reached 18 until a 
hearing is held, the 
department has 
submitted a report 
verifying that certain 
documents, 
information, and 
services have been 
provided, including:  
driver's license or 
identification card. 

 

FL  
 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 
409.1454 

  Fla. Stat. Ann. § 743.047 
Removes the disability of 
nonage of minors provided 
that the child has reached 
16 years of age, has been 

http://humanservices.arkansas.gov/dcfs/DCFSpublications/PUB-030.pdf
http://humanservices.arkansas.gov/dcfs/DCFSpublications/PUB-030.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2014/409.1454
http://www.flsenate.gov/Laws/Statutes/2014/409.1454
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=&URL=0700-0799/0743/Sections/0743.047.html
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3-year pilot 
program to pay 
costs of driver’s 
education, 
licensure and 
insurance, if funds 
are available 
(enacted 2014). 
Department shall 
contract with a 
not-for-profit to 
develop 
procedures for 
operating and 
administering the 
pilot program, 
including 
eligibility, 
application/paym
ent forms, 
providing 
technical 
assistance; annual 
report to 
Legislature and 
Governor starting 
July 2, 2015. 

adjudicated dependent, is 
residing in an out-of-home 
placement as defined in s. 
39.01, and has completed a 
driver education program. 
Requires court 
authorization; allows child 
to make and execute all 
documents, contracts, or 
agreements necessary for 
obtaining motor vehicle 
insurance as if the child is 
otherwise competent to 
make and execute 
contracts.  

GA  
 

  Georgia Code § 45-9-4(d) 
Authorizes the 
commissioner of 
administrative services to 
either to purchase 
commercial insurance 
coverage or to self-insure 
under an existing self-
insurance trust fund all 
foster parents and foster 
children participating in 
programs sponsored by the 
Department of Human 
Services or in the care and 
custody of the Department 
of Human Services upon a 
request from the 
commissioner of human 
services. Commissioner 
must establish appropriate 
premiums and limits; 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/gacode/Default.asp
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department is authorized 
to pay the premiums for 
such insurance from 
available appropriated 
funds or other available 
sources of funds. 
 

HI 2006 Senate Bill 
2162 (Enacted as 
Act 289 on 
7/7/06) allowed 
the Department of 
Human Services 
(DHS) to sign the 
driver’s license 
application for any 
child in foster care 
qualified to apply 
for a driver’s 
license. 
 
 

 2006 Senate Bill 2162 
If the foster child owns a 
car, the birth parents of 
the child must pay 
insurance costs, with 
provisions for payment 
if the birth parents are 
unable to pay. 
 
The law gives the 
Department immunity in 
the event that the foster 
child is involved in a 
motor vehicle accident, 
or a lawsuit arising as a 
result of the foster 
child’s driving.  This 
immunity does not 
extend to the foster 
parent. 

Hawaii Rev. Stat. § 346-
17.3: The parents of a child 
under foster care must pay 
child's motor vehicle 
insurance, unless the court 
determines the parents 
financially unable to pay, in 
which case the child's 
insurance costs shall be 
paid pursuant to sections 
431:10C-407 and 431:10C-
410. 
 
Hawaii Rev. Stat. § 
431:10C-410:  
The commissioner shall: 
(3) Establish rates for the 
following classes within the 
following restrictions: 
(A) For the licensed public 
assistance driver, as 
defined in section 431:10C-
407(b)(2)(A), or the 
licensed foster care driver, 
as defined in section 
431:10C-407(b)(2)(C), no 
premium shall be assessed 
for the mandatory 
minimum personal injury 
protection, bodily injury, or 
property damage 
coverages; and all policies 
shall conform to section 
431:10C-407(b)(2); 
 

ID Idaho Department 
of Health and 
Welfare 
Department may 
make payments 

  Idaho Department of 
Health and Welfare 
Department may 
reimburse a foster parent, 
licensed 

http://ittakesanohana.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/SB2162-Foster-Youth-License-and-Higher-Ed-Bill.pdf
http://ittakesanohana.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/SB2162-Foster-Youth-License-and-Higher-Ed-Bill.pdf
http://ittakesanohana.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/02/SB2162-Foster-Youth-License-and-Higher-Ed-Bill.pdf
http://law.justia.com/codes/hawaii/2015/title-20/chapter-346/section-346-17.3/
http://law.justia.com/codes/hawaii/2015/title-20/chapter-346/section-346-17.3/
http://law.justia.com/codes/hawaii/2015/title-24/chapter-431/section-431-10c-410/
http://law.justia.com/codes/hawaii/2015/title-24/chapter-431/section-431-10c-410/
http://www.icwrtc.org/Downloads/Youth%20Driving%20Request%202015.pdf
http://www.icwrtc.org/Downloads/Youth%20Driving%20Request%202015.pdf
http://www.icwrtc.org/Downloads/Youth%20Driving%20Request%202015.pdf
http://www.icwrtc.org/Downloads/Youth%20Driving%20Request%202015.pdf
http://www.icwrtc.org/Downloads/Youth%20Driving%20Request%202015.pdf
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for driver’s 
training, driver’s 
license, and 
permits for a child 
in the 
Department’s 
legal custody 
when 
driver’s training or 
obtaining a 
driver’s license or 
permit is part of 
the child’s 
Independent 
Living Plan. 
 
Idaho 
Administrative 
Code, Department 
of Health and 
Welfare  
IDAPA 16.06.01 451 

by the Department, for the 
cost of procuring owner’s 
or operator’s insurance 
listing a child residing in 
his home as a named 
insured. 
 
Idaho Department of 
Health and Welfare, form 
to request reimbursement 
to foster parents for the 
cost of providing insurance. 
 

IA Iowa Department 
of Human Services 
Foster Parent 
Handbook – 
Foster youth who 
qualify for free 
and reduced 
lunches may 
qualify for free 
and reduced 
driver’s education 
programs at 
public schools. A 
“Parental Consent 
to Drive” form 
must be filled out 
by the 
caseworker. 
Foster parent 
must decide if he 
or she wants to 
put the foster 
youth on their 
insurance. 

   

MS  West’s Mississippi 
Administrative Code 

West’s Mississippi 
Administrative Code 

 

https://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/16/0601.pdf
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/16/0601.pdf
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/16/0601.pdf
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/16/0601.pdf
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/16/0601.pdf
https://adminrules.idaho.gov/rules/current/16/0601.pdf
http://www.icwrtc.org/Downloads/Youth%20Driving%20Request%202015.pdf
http://www.icwrtc.org/Downloads/Youth%20Driving%20Request%202015.pdf
http://www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/FosterParentHandbookTeenDriving.pdf
http://www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/FosterParentHandbookTeenDriving.pdf
http://www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/FosterParentHandbookTeenDriving.pdf
http://www.ifapa.org/pdf_docs/FosterParentHandbookTeenDriving.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/ACCode/00000323c.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/ACCode/00000323c.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/ACCode/00000323c.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/ACCode/00000323c.pdf
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Title 18. Human 
Services 
Part 6. Division of 
Family and Children’s 
Services 

 
E. Driver’s License for 
Youth in Care.  
A Resource Parent, a 
group home 
administrator who 
has responsibility of 
the youth in care, a 
court-appointed 
guardian, an 
employer of the 
youth or, if there is 
no guardian or 
employer, any other 
responsible person 
who is willing to 
assume the financial 
obligation (liability) 
imposed under MISS. 
CODE ANN. § 63-1-
25, may choose to 
sign the application 
for a driver’s license, 
unless restricted by a 
court order. Youth 
shall be at least age 
16, to obtain a 
driver’s license.  

 
A youth who is 
seventeen (17) years 
of age or older may 
sign a license 
application without 
an adult’s signature 
but may not drive 
until he/she is 
covered by liability 
insurance.  
 

Title 18. Human Services 
Part 6. Division of Family 
and Children’s Services 
Chapter 1. DFCS Policy 
Manual 
Section D. Foster Care 
Policy 
Foster child rights to 
include help with 
obtaining a driver’s 
license. 

DFCS shall assist youth 
in obtaining or 
compiling the following 
documents and such 
efforts shall be 
documented in the 
child’s case record, 
including a driver’s 
license. 

http://www.sos.ms.gov/ACCode/00000323c.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/ACCode/00000323c.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/ACCode/00000323c.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/ACCode/00000323c.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/ACCode/00000323c.pdf
http://www.highwaysafety.ms.gov/Shared%20Documents/MS%20DUI%20LAW%2063-11-30.pdf
http://www.highwaysafety.ms.gov/Shared%20Documents/MS%20DUI%20LAW%2063-11-30.pdf
http://www.highwaysafety.ms.gov/Shared%20Documents/MS%20DUI%20LAW%2063-11-30.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/ACCode/00000323c.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/ACCode/00000323c.pdf
http://www.sos.ms.gov/ACCode/00000323c.pdf
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F. Motor Vehicles for 
Youth in Care  
Resource Parents or 
any other responsible 
adult may purchase a 
motor vehicle for a 
youth in custody 
unless restricted by a 
court order.  

MO    An auto liability insurance 
policy for older youth ages 
16 to 21, in the custody of 
the Children’s Division, is 
available through a special 
endorsement through the 
Automobile Insurance Plan 
Servicing Organization 
(AIPSO) and its Governing 
Board to assist youth in 
foster care with obtaining 
auto liability coverage for 
vehicles they drive but do 
not own. Allows youth to 
purchase in his or her own 
name. Does not cover 
damage to the vehicle the 
youth is driving. 

NC  
  

SECTION 4.3. G.S. 
20-309 

Specifies persons 
other than the foster 
parent who may sign 
for a foster child to 
obtain a learner's 
permit or provisional 
driver’s license. 

SECTION 4.3. G.S. 
20-309 
Allows a foster parent to 
permit a foster youth to 
drive the foster parent’s 
vehicle if the youth is 
covered by a non-owner 
motor vehicle insurance 
policy issued by the 
North Carolina 
Reinsurance Facility as 
authorized by G.S. 
58-37-35(g)(13). Foster 
parent may include a 
foster child on the 
parent's own motor 
vehicle insurance policy.  
 

. 

North Carolina 2015 HB 
407 (Pending; did not 
pass.) 
 
With the consent of the 
court, would allow a youth 
in care to contract directly 
with an insurance company 
for car insurance. Youth 
would be responsible for 
paying premiums and 
damages. 
 

http://dss.mo.gov/cd/chafee/pages/non-owner-insurance.htm
http://dss.mo.gov/cd/chafee/pages/non-owner-insurance.htm
http://dss.mo.gov/cd/chafee/pages/non-owner-insurance.htm
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_20/GS_20-309.html
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_20/GS_20-309.html
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_20/GS_20-309.html
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_20/GS_20-309.html
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OK   10A Okl.St.Ann. § 1-9-

107 

Successful Adulthood 

Act 

  
Requires youth in care, 
upon attaining age 18, 
to be given the following 
documents pertaining to 
the child: 5. A state-
issued driver license or 
identification card. 

 

OR O.R.S. 336.807 
The Oregon 
Department of 
Transportation 
will provide 
reimbursement 
for the costs of 
driver’s education 
courses (traffic 
safety education) 
to a number of 
youth in care.  
Oregon DHS Child 
Welfare 
Procedure Manual 
Chapter 4: 
Services to 
Children:  
33 - Obtaining a 
Driver’s Permit 
and a Driver’s 
License for Youth 
in Care Under Age 
18 

 O.R.S. § 418.201 

Foster child rights to 

include, at age 14 or 

older, right to 

information on how to 

obtain a driver’s license.  

 

Administrative 

413-010-0180. Rights of 

Children and Young 

Adults 

OAR 413-010-0180 

Oregon Administrative 

Code Chapter 413.  

 

TN Tennessee 
Department of 
Children’s 
Services: How to 
Get Your Driver’s 
License or Pay for 
a Driver’s 
Education Course. 
The department 
can pay for youth 

  Tennessee Department of 
Children’s Services: How to 
Get Your Driver’s License or 
Pay for a Driver’s Education 
Course. 
The department can also 
help with insurance 
premiums for youth in 
extended foster care. 

http://www.oklegislature.gov/osStatuesTitle.aspx
http://www.oklegislature.gov/osStatuesTitle.aspx
http://www.oklegislature.gov/osStatuesTitle.aspx
http://www.oklegislature.gov/osStatuesTitle.aspx
https://www.oregonlaws.org/ors/336.807
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/caf/safety_model/procedure_manual/ch04/ch4-section33.pdf
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/caf/safety_model/procedure_manual/ch04/ch4-section33.pdf
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/caf/safety_model/procedure_manual/ch04/ch4-section33.pdf
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/caf/safety_model/procedure_manual/ch04/ch4-section33.pdf
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/caf/safety_model/procedure_manual/ch04/ch4-section33.pdf
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/caf/safety_model/procedure_manual/ch04/ch4-section33.pdf
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/caf/safety_model/procedure_manual/ch04/ch4-section33.pdf
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/caf/safety_model/procedure_manual/ch04/ch4-section33.pdf
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/caf/safety_model/procedure_manual/ch04/ch4-section33.pdf
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/caf/safety_model/procedure_manual/ch04/ch4-section33.pdf
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/caf/safety_model/procedure_manual/ch04/ch4-section33.pdf
http://www.dhs.state.or.us/caf/safety_model/procedure_manual/ch04/ch4-section33.pdf
https://www.oregonlaws.org/ors/418.201
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_400/oar_413/413_010.html
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_400/oar_413/413_010.html
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_400/oar_413/413_010.html
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_400/oar_413/413_010.html
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_400/oar_413/413_010.html
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_400/oar_413/413_010.html
http://arcweb.sos.state.or.us/pages/rules/oars_400/oar_413/413_010.html
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/dcs/attachments/How_to_Get_Your_Driver_License_Independent_Living_TN_DCS.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/dcs/attachments/How_to_Get_Your_Driver_License_Independent_Living_TN_DCS.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/dcs/attachments/How_to_Get_Your_Driver_License_Independent_Living_TN_DCS.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/dcs/attachments/How_to_Get_Your_Driver_License_Independent_Living_TN_DCS.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/dcs/attachments/How_to_Get_Your_Driver_License_Independent_Living_TN_DCS.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/dcs/attachments/How_to_Get_Your_Driver_License_Independent_Living_TN_DCS.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/dcs/attachments/How_to_Get_Your_Driver_License_Independent_Living_TN_DCS.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/dcs/attachments/How_to_Get_Your_Driver_License_Independent_Living_TN_DCS.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/dcs/attachments/How_to_Get_Your_Driver_License_Independent_Living_TN_DCS.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/dcs/attachments/How_to_Get_Your_Driver_License_Independent_Living_TN_DCS.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/dcs/attachments/How_to_Get_Your_Driver_License_Independent_Living_TN_DCS.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/dcs/attachments/How_to_Get_Your_Driver_License_Independent_Living_TN_DCS.pdf
https://www.tn.gov/assets/entities/dcs/attachments/How_to_Get_Your_Driver_License_Independent_Living_TN_DCS.pdf
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in foster care 
driver’s education 
course and testing 
fees, and provide 
a transportation 
grant, if eligible. 

TX V.T.C.A., 

Transportation 

Code § 521.1811 
§ 521.1811. 
Exempts youth in 
care from driver’s 
license fees. 

  

 

 

UT  U.C.A. 1953 § 62A-4a-

121 
Within specified 
amounts, the division 
may reimburse a 
foster parent for 
providing owner's or 
operator's security 
covering a foster 
child's operation of a 
motor vehicle if the 
foster child is in the 
legal custody of the 
division.  Division is to 
establish rules on the 
reimbursement 
process and on 
eligibility.  Division 
must report to the 
legislature on the 
number of foster 
children issued a 
driver’s license; the 
results and impact of 
foster parent signing 
for a foster child to 
receive a driver’s 
license; and the 
division's cost of 
reimbursing foster 
parents for providing 
owner's or operator's 
security. 

  
 

 

 

https://www.weblaws.org/texas/statutes/tex._transp._code_section_521.1811
https://www.weblaws.org/texas/statutes/tex._transp._code_section_521.1811
https://www.weblaws.org/texas/statutes/tex._transp._code_section_521.1811
https://www.weblaws.org/texas/statutes/tex._transp._code_section_521.1811
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title62A/Chapter4A/62A-4a-S121.html?v=C62A-4a-S121_1800010118000101
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title62A/Chapter4A/62A-4a-S121.html?v=C62A-4a-S121_1800010118000101
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See also:  Utah Admin. 
Code. § R512-309 
R512-309. Out-of-
Home Services, Foster 
Parent 
Reimbursement of 
Motor Vehicle 
Insurance Coverage 
for Youth in Foster 
Care. 

VA  § 63.2-908. 
Permanent foster care 
placement 
 

C. Unless modified by 
the court order, the 
foster parent in the 
permanent foster care 
placement shall have 
the authority to apply 
for a motor vehicle 
and driver's license, 
and any other such 
activities that require 
parental consent and 
shall have the 
responsibility for 
informing the placing 
department or agency 
of any such actions. 

VA Code Ann. § 63.2-

905.3 

  
When a child is leaving 
foster care upon 
reaching 18 years of 
age, the local 
department shall ensure 
that the child has, if 
eligible to receive, 
documents including a 
driver’s license or 
identification card 
issued by the 
Commonwealth. 
 

 

D.C. Administrative 
Issuance: CFSA 07-
9. The Child and 
Family Services 
Agency may pay 
for the cost of a 
youth’s initial 
driver’s education 
course up to 
$800.00. Youth 
are responsible 
for any additional 
costs associated 
with obtaining 
their driver’s 
license, including 
additional 
courses. 

   

http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title63.2/chapter9/section63.2-908/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title63.2/chapter9/section63.2-908/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title63.2/chapter9/section63.2-908/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title63.2/chapter9/section63.2-905.3/
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title63.2/chapter9/section63.2-905.3/
https://cfsa.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/cfsa/publication/attachments/AI%20-%20Driver%27s%20Licenses%20for%20Youth%20in%20Care%20%28final%29%28H%29_0.pdf
https://cfsa.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/cfsa/publication/attachments/AI%20-%20Driver%27s%20Licenses%20for%20Youth%20in%20Care%20%28final%29%28H%29_0.pdf
https://cfsa.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/cfsa/publication/attachments/AI%20-%20Driver%27s%20Licenses%20for%20Youth%20in%20Care%20%28final%29%28H%29_0.pdf
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