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Program notes

Vis the fifth string quartet in my catalogue, and its name has been selected for this reason.
As part of my embracing of this work, I found it appropriate to utilize a five-movement
structure derived from the later quartets of Béla Bartdk.

This work is not attached to any program or discernible external influence. With this in
mind, there is a distinct progression through the piece that moves from an icy chill to a
much warmer embrace.

V was written for the Orava Quartet during their residency at the University of Colorado
Boulder College of Music.
Notes to the Performance

While the notation of this piece is hopefully self-explanatory, there are a handful of
general performance thoughts that should be addressed:

Articulations:
Staccatos are a “dit” articulation, _ Tenutos are a “doo” articulation,
1!5 separated and light. | legato in nature with a tiny bit of
: : weight.

=. Accents are a “dah” articulation, Marcatos are a “dot” articulation,

— | adding much more weight to a —e—| heavier than an accent and much
note without changing its ¥—| shorter.
duration.

_ Staccato accents are separated, bZ Tenuto accents have a bit more
—e| more bouncy accents. # | weight than accents with a legato
I — | touch.

A+ A 4| Marcato staccatos are very heavy, Portatos have the same legato and
—FH very short accents. +— weight approach of a tenuto, but

- :‘: with separation between notes.

Other considerations:

Any note that is tied to an eighth note and followed by an eighth rest indicates that the
release occurs on the beat where the eighth note appears.

Mvt. IV, m. 104 in the cello: the notated rhythm should continue while sliding.

Notes with a triangle for a note head indicate the highest note reachable in the given

context.

Ponticello should be a very different, glassy color from normal position, wiry and rife
with harmonics.
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